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118         Anhinga    5-6-58-165-193 

(383)     Ani    58-102 

190  Bittern.   American    

10-41-109-125-167 

191  ••           Least.  .  .27-28-41-58-167 
Blackbird    149-168 

498  Redwing     14-39-41-60-129 

509  Rusty    41-58 

500  Tricolored    153 

Holcquiscalus  gnndlachi.  .190 
Ptiloxia    atroviolacea.  .  .  .190 

498a  Sonoran    Redwing  222 

766         Bluebird     10-40-41-42-125-128-168 

494  Bobolink  10-26-88-122-125-129-167 

114.1      Bool)y,    Blue-footed 88-101 

115.1  "       Brewster's    101 

Bunting    60 

598         Indigo     41-75-129-132-168-170 

604         Dickcissel    168 

326         Buzzard,    Black 5-6-10-58-191 

325  "         Turkey     

10-40-41-58-76-129-182 

704         Cat    Bird    

10-40-41-58-60-88-89-129-169 

735  Chicadee    25-39-41-125 

736  '•       Carolina     88 

416         rhuck-will's   Widow    6 

221         Coot     42-77-129-167-212 

120a  Cormorant,  Florida   .6-10-57-162 

122  '•         Brandt's     41 

495  Cow   Bird    ..38-41-60-104-109-168 

495a  "         "     Dwarf    44 

206         Crane,  Sandhill    10-58-209 

••     Cuban   102 

726         Creeper.  Brown    25-41 

726(1  ••       Sierra   26 

521  Crossbill,  American  24-26-41-153 

522  •'       White-winged     23 

488         Crow,   American    ....6-10-41-60- 

76-125-127-129-149-167-222 

"     Carrion    1 0-58 

490  "     Fish 111 

388         Cuckoo,  Black  billed 

10-41-60-102-167-169 

387 


Yellow  billed    

39-41-60-77-167 


Cuckoo.  Lizard    190-223 

264         Curlew.   Long  billed    41-82 

320         Dove,    Ground    

5-10-58-75-88-129-153-167 

316  •'     Mourning    10-39-56-58-60-76 

317  "     Zenaida   58-148 

322.1  "     Ruddy    Quail 75-149 

"     Quail   88 

(323)         '•     Blue-headed    Quail 102 

144         Duck,  Wood   6-77 

134  "     Florida    6 

133  "     Black    10-40 

146  '■     Redhead    40-42 

148  "     American  Scaup    40 

149  "     Lesser  Scaup   40 

151  "     American  Golden     Eye  40 

152  "     Barrow's  Golden  Eye  40-58 

154  "     Old    Squaw    40 

163  "     American  Scoter 41 

165  "     White-winged     Scoter     41 

166  ••     Surf  Scoter  41 

167  "     Ruddy   42 

140  '•     Blue  Winged  Teal 42 

141  "     Cinnamon   Teal    

139  "     Green  winged  Teal  .  . 

132  "     Mallard     42-52-119 

1 60  •'     Eider     58 

131  "     Hooded     Merganser.. 

40-58-180 

153  "     Bufflehead    74 

129  "     American     Merganser     40 

130  "     Red-breasted   Mergan- 

ser      40 

352         Eagle,  Ball 58-74-88-147-167 

349  '•     GcMen    58-221 

19(1         Egret,    .American  ...  .5-6-124-182 

198  •■     Reddish   6-106 

355         Falcon,    Prairie    170 

Finch.  Pine  26 

.-,17  '•     Purple    41-125 

isi'         Flamingo    ^'^ 

Flycatcher 

(.■;i  ••         Olive-sided     

26-163-169-191-193 

469.1  ■■         Gray .20 
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Flycatcher,    Great    Crested 

41-60-167 

456  Phoebe    41-58-167 

461  Wood    Pewee.  .  .  . 

41-60-167-170 

■     Cuban        58 

466  ••         Traille's    60 

Giant  124 

467  •'         Least   167 

Cuban    Crested. . .224 
463  •■         Yellow-bellied     ...102 

218  Gallinule.   Purple    6-10 

219  ••       Florida     10-42-58-167 

529         Goldfinch,  American 

10-39-41-60-125-128-168 

529a  "       Western  12 

751         Gnatcatcher,  Blue  Gray 168 

172         Goose,  Canada 141-175 

Crackle    10-58 

511a  "       Flori.la    101 

511  b  ■'       Bronzed    

39-41-56-60-102-168 

511  ••       Purple    41-94 

513  ■•       Boat-tailed     76 

513a  "       Great  tailed    106 

Grassquit,    Yellow-faced.  . .  .190 

6         Grebe,    Pied-billed.  .9-27-102-107 

118-129-153-167-212 

4  "     American  Eared  ....27-40 

3  "     Horned    27-40 

2  "     Holboell's     27-40 

5  "     St.  Domingo   27 

1  "     Western   27 

595         Grosbeak,    Rose-breasted  .  . 

40-60-168 

593  ■'       Cardinal     

42-60-129-131-132-133-147-151- 
168-224 

514a  ■'     Western  Evening  153-167 

42         Gull,  Glaucous    40 

47  •'     Great   Black-backed...   40 

51  ••     Herring   40-77 

58  •'     Laughing 40-106 

57  •'     Heernian's    101-170 

5t  ••     Ring-billed    128 

5«  ••     Franklin's    129 

60  ■'     Bonaparte's     153 

(36])      Hawk,  Cuban  Sparrow    58 

Sparrow    

10-21-41-60-76-167-224 


342  Hawk.    Swainson's 147 

360a  Desert  Sparrow 

332  ■'     Sharp-shinned     

.  .  .10-21-22-23-41-129-167-169 
334  American    GoShlawlv.  . 

12-25-56-85-119 

339  "     Red-shouldered    

21-22-23-25-41-169 

337  "     Red-tailed    ....". 

.  .  21-22-2.5-41-J1-72-128-129-140 

333  "     Cooper's     .1.21-41-169-221 

343  "     Broad-wiqgaa  .ai-22,23-148 

331  "     Marsh  ....k41.224 

364  •'     Fish    (Osii?ey)  .■:*.'41-:56-125 

337a  "     Kreider's    72 

337b  ••     Western  Hea-tail              72 

337d  "     Harlan's 72 

356  "     Duck    .■.'.;."..:.  ..101 

194b     Heron,  Ward's   ...5-102-191 

202  "     Black-crowned    Nigtit 

6-41-106 

194  ■•  Great  Blue  1041-106-129-182 

200  "     Little  Blue  ... . .  10-75 

197  ■■     Snowy    10-58 

1 92  "     Great  White 10-75 

201  "     Green  41-58-125-129-167-188 
199  "     Louisana 102-106 

203  •     Yellow-crowned  Night  193 

474         Horned   Lark    41-58-130 

474b  "  "     Prairie    41 

428  Hummingbird,    Ruby    Throated 

39-41-60-142-163-167 

Black-throated     .      75 

Ricord's    :;;-;190 

186         Ibis.    Glossy    :  .  .212 

477  .lay.    Blue . 

25-39-41-G0-128-151-167-l?70i222 

-'S4a  "     Rocky    Moualain    -^-^v.'ie? 

478  "     Steller's    .'...-....•..  .1^.^167 
Junco     :  ]liS\M^(fm^i7 

567.1  ••     :Montana  ....,:.216 

567a  "     Oregon     216 

Kea    222 

444  Kingbird    41-58-60 

445  "       Gray 58 

Kingfisher        10-58-60-88-129-167 

749         Kinglet,     Ruby-crowned... 

40-41-153 

748  "       Golden-crowned    .  .  . 

42-163 
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Kite,  Everglade  12  126 

Kiwi  222  109 

Limpkin    58-149  314 

Longspur,  Chestnut  Collared 

..   -^ 129  315 

Loop     t. 37-38-40-58  ^q.^ 

"     Yellow-billed     38 

"     Black    38  .,-3 

"     Pacific     38 

"     Red-throated     38  .,70 

Man  O'War  Bird 10  '^'27^^ 

Martin.    Purple    o^Y 

fO^-4-0-41-55-60-131-132-151  "" ' 
278 

'•       Cuban    75 

Meaxlawlark    

10-41-58-60-76-125-168  289 

Cuban    102-152 

Moa 222 

:\I!ockingbird     60-76-128 

Murre  Brunnich's   12 

'  MuTrelet,  Craveri's 101  208 

Night    Hawk    41-60-75-129  212 

Nutcracker.    Clark's     153  214 

Nuthatch     125-222 

"     Brown   Headed    6-56  211 

"     White     41  216 

"     Red-breasted     41 

Oriole     220  210 

"     Baltimore    36-41-60-168-170  '^61 

"     Orchard    41-60-168 

"     Cuban     102-148  234 

"     Scotfs     187-221  263 

Owl,   Screech    

11-12-39*11-60-147-151-169  256 

Barn    12  261 

■     Barred    21-25-41-57-169-182  242 

■'     Great    Horned    248 

21-25-56-57-61-169  622 

'•     Snow.v     26  622e 

•     Dwarf  flanmlated  Screech  533 

26        80 

"     Long  Eared    41  118 

•'     Spotted     93  230 

'•     Burrowing    153-221  255 

•'     Cuban  Pigmy  2n4 

••     Western    Great    Horned  558 
Oystercatcher,  American       125 

Frazar's     188  .5.59 

Parrott,    Green    58  e.  S. 

•'     Black  (See  Ani) 


Pelican,  Brown  10-106 

Petrel.   Wilson's    40 

Pigeon,    White-crowned      58-75 

"     Columba     inornata       224 

"     Passenger    142 

Pit-pit,  American 41 

Plover 

Kildeer     

10-41-125-128-153-167-212 

"     Black-bellied    41 

•'     Golden    41 

"     Piping     153 

"     Snowy     168-169 

West  Indian  Kildeer     224 

Quail,  Bob-white    ...10-41-43-44- 

58-60-167-2^0-222-223 

Cuban     102 

■     Valley     221 

Rail     122 

"     King    10-107-209 

•'     Virginia     10-40^125 

*•     Sora     10-40-125 

"     Carolina     58-190 

"     Clapper     106 

•'     Black     107 

•'     Red-breasted    (King)      124 

•'     California  Clapper    212 

Robin    1 0-1 2-40-42-57-60-76-77-127 

-147-151-167-168-186-225 

Sand|)iper,   Knot    41 

Spotted     

111-123-125-129-266-267 

Solitary     102-161 

"       Bartram's     123-128 

•'       Least    125-130 

Sanderling     41 

Shrike,    Loggerhead     41 

•     Migrant    212 

Siskin,   Pine    25-41-56 

Skimmer,    Black    106-125 

Snake  Bird  (See  Anhinga) 

Snipe.  Wilson's   41-125-224 

•■     Yellow    Legs    41 

"     Greater   Yellow    Legs     190 

Sparrow,       White-throated 

10-39-41-125-163 

"     Tree     12-39-41-60-125 

"     English     

12-40-57-60-76-77-222 
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542a       Si)ano\v.  Savanna   26-41  756b 

559a  '■     Western   Tree    167  75Sa 

540  "     Vesper     41-168 

549  "     Sharp-tailed    41  763 

550  "     Sea-side      41  731 

554  ••     White-crowned     41 

560  "     Chipping    587 

41-57-60-76-132-167-168  754 

563  "     Field     

..41-76-88-125-131-132-133  ojq 

581  "     Song     

41-55-56-57-60-76-125-168-170  46 

584  "     Swamp    41-43-44-75-106-168  627a 

585  '•     Fox     41-125  g29c 

547  "     Henslaw's    75  g27 

546  "     Grasshopper    87-88  gog 

581g  ■'     Brown's    Song  624 

550b  ••     Texas  Seaside   106 

583  "     Lincoln's     131-152  623 

(493)      Starling    41-153  631 

226         Stilt,  Black-necked   212  633 

Swallow    131  641 

617  ••     Rough-winged     26-58-88-92  681 

612  ••     Cliff     26-41-153 

613  "     Barn    41-75-108  662 

616  "     Bank     ...41-77-129-153-162 

(612.1)        ••     Cuban   Cliff    102  657 

614  ••     Tree    168 

"     Welcome      215  676 

423  Swift,  Chimney    

39-41-60-92-102-167  673 

424  "     Vaux     56  686 

••     Palm     124  680 

310         Tanager,      Summer      10-132-133  659 

608  ••       Scarlet     41-168 

Isle  of  Pines    189  679 

Tern      68  684 

04  "     Caspian    10-106  648 

70  "     Common    40-76-128-167  654 

69  "     Forster's    42 

65  "     Royal     106-125  652 

63  '•     Giill-billed     106  674 

75  "     Sooty     106  647 

74  "     Least     125-152  681d 

77  ••     Black     129-167 

705         Thrasher,   Browu    ..40-41-60-168  687 

711  ■■       Leconte's     187 

755  Thrush.   Wood   42-60-149-151-168  636 

756  ••      Wilson's    ...42-128-163-108  655 


Thrush,  Hermit    42-163 

"     Olive-backed   42-58-163-170 

"     Red-legged      75-124 

"     Varied     167 

Titmouse,   Tufted    10-40-147 

Tody,  Cuban    ..:..; 190 

Towhee     ...41-60-168 

Townsend's    Solitaire    26 

Trojon,  Isle  of  Pines..  .  .190-223 

Wild  Turkey " 6 

Unidentified 38-39 

Verdin    187 

Vireo,     Western     Warbling  12 

"     Solitary     26-170 

"     Warbling    26-41-60-168 

"     Yellow-throated    26-41-102 

"     Red-eyed    .  .' 

.  .  .41-75-131'-132-133-151-168 

"     Black-whiskered    75 

"     White-eyed     77-135 

"     Bell's 60 

Warbler,  Blue-winged  ...56-88 
Maryland  Yellow-throat 
..10-41-43-58-60-75-76-110 

"       Blackburnian    

10-41-58-163-164 

Magnolia     

10-26-58-163-170 

Louisiana  Water-thrush 

10-41-58 

Prairie    10-58-129 

"       Canadian     10-170 

McGillivray's    .......12 

Chestnut-sided    . . . 

26-41-163-170 

Mourning    26-170 

Hooded     170 

'•       Parula     26-41-129 

Black-throated    Blue 
ro^V-o8-163-168 

"       Yellow     40-41-60-129 

Oven      Bird   40-41-75-102 

Tennessee     224 

Northern    Yellow-throat 

40-168 

j^r^erican    Redstart 
40-41-58-75-147-151-168 

■'       El-^-k   and    White   41-58 
M;.tle     41-129-224 
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618 
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Warbler.   Bay   breasted 41 

■'       Pine    41-163 

Palm    41-58^ 

Yellow    Palm    ...41-224' 

"       Dusky     188 

Prothonotary    

58-77-102-189 

Yellow-throated     ....58 
Bekling's    Yellow-throat 

101 

Western    Yellow-throat 

212 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

60-129-153 

Bachman's     58 

Cerulean    75 

".     Western  Yellow    ...167 
f'l'     Black-throated    Green 

163-224 

Black    Poll    76 

Lutescent    167 

Lucy's    170 

Worm-eating     131 

Chillina    190 

Water   Turkey    (See   Anhinga) 

Waxwing.  Cedar   60-168-170 

"       Bahamian    42 

Whip-poor-will     41-124 

Woodcock,    American    .... 


41-60-122-167 

Woodpecker     129-222 

392  "       Ivory-billed     5-6 

685a  "       Pileolated     6-163 

405a  "       Northern  Pileated  10-169 

412  "       Flicker    10-39-41-42-60-76 

-77-88-105-125-129-167 

394  "       Downy      25-39-41-105-129 

393  "       Hairy    

...25-26-41-77-105-129-147 

406  "       Red-headed    

39-41-58-60-105-129-167 

409  "       Red-bellied    

58-105-129-147 

413  Flicker,    Red-shafted   27 
Cuban  Red-bellied      102 

"       Ciphiapicus    percussus 
394a  "       Gairdner's     153 

"       Yellowbellied      163-169 

722  Wren,   Winter   25-41-163-165-176 

718  "     Carolina     26-56-151 

721  "     House     40-41-168-225 

721b  "     Western  House   41 

718b  "     Limita    44 

722a  "     Western  Winter   68 

715  '•     Rock    93-168-187 

725  "     Long-billed    Marsh    ...168 

713  "     Cactus    187 

725a  "     Tule    212 

718a  "     Florida    213 
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WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES. 

Brief  Special  announcements  "Wants,"  "  Exchanges,"  "  For  Sales,"  inserted  in  this  de- 
partment for  25  lents  pei  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  for 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXVI.    No.  1. 


ALBION,  N.  Y.,  JAN.,  1909. 


Whole  No.  258 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following  your 
name  on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's 
Oologist.  It  denotes  when  your  sub- 
scription expired  or  will  expire. 

Remember    we     must    be    notified    if 
you    wish    paper    discontinued    and    all 
arrearages    must   be   paid. 
258  vour  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
269    "  "  "  "         Dec,  1909 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be 
determined.  If  we  have  you  credited 
wrong   we  wish    to   rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cembed  21,  1903,  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion.  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress ot  March  3,  1879. 


WANTED.— At  once,  copies  of    Oologist, 
Vol.  XIV  No.  5,  May  1897;  and  XVI  No. 
Sept.  1899  one  or  more  copies.    Write  stating 
condition.    ERNEST  H.    SHORT.   Manager 
Oologist.  Box  17:}.  Rochester.  N.  Y. 

MANY  R.\RE  SETS  can  now  be  secured 
in  exchange  for  common  species.  I  collect 
in  large  series  and  offer  many  "artics."  etc. 
This  is  an  unusual  opportunity.  Twenty- 
five  years  experience.  Send  lists  of  all  your 
personally  {ollcctcd  material.  Will  pay 
cash  for  very  tine  sets.  D.  2.  t.  .J.W.PRES- 
TON, 1411  i:«li  Ave.  Spokane,  Wash. 

TO  EX('HA.\<;K. -Choice  sets  of  eggs  of 
this  locality,  also  bird  magazines,  Eastman 
k(jdak  No.  i  and  developing  machine;  for 
cash  f»r  trade  in  good  first  class  sets.  KAY 
DENSMORE.  Perry,  Ohio. 

P"OR  SETS  new  to  my  collection  I  can  offer 
7  1-2,  9  1-2, 11  1-2,  :i4  1-1  Am..  40  l-li  Am.,  :W  1-2, 
4.i  1-3  Am.,  44  1-3.  47  1-3,  82  1-1,  152  n-10,  178  1-14, 
227  1-4,  228  1-4,  301  1-10,  302  1-10,  327  1-2,  .343  1-3, 
.349  1-2.  i55  1-3,  359  1-4,  3()4  1-3,  37fj  1-6,  416  1-.2, 
Many  others.  Also  sets  from  my  series  of 
Warblers.    A.  E.  PRICE,  (irants  Park,  111. 

SKINS  of  Rinu'tail.  and  Wildcat.  Oray  Fox, 
Weasel,  W'inter  and  Summer,  (.'oyote,  Hadgcr, 
Wolf  and  many  others  wanted  suitable  to 
mount.  ( )IYfr  Bcndire's  FJfe  Histories, 
books,  publications,  stereoi)ticon  or  cash. 
E.  A.  W.  DEAN.  Alliance,  (Jhio. 


FOR  EXCHANGE.  -  Something  like  200 
varieties  of  eggs  with  full  data.  I  need  many 
varieties.  Send  your  list  and  get  mine.  J. 
M.  CARROLL,  San  Marcos,  Texas. 

WANTED.— Eirst  three  volumes  of  Ridg- 
way's  Birds  of  North  and  Middle  America. 
Best  of  exchange  offered  in  nests  and  eggs  of 
northwestern  birds.  Please  state  value 
wanted.  ,J.  H.  BOWLES,  401  South  O.  St., 
Tacoma,  Washington. 

VVANTED.-Oologist,  by  Willard,  Utica. 
Vols.  I  and  II,  Random  Notes  on  Natural 
History.  Vol.  III.  Good  price  given  for  these 
and  N.  Y.  State  Lists  by  W.  C.  BRAISLIN. 
556  Washington  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

FOR  EXCHAx\<;E.-New  Bristol  steel 
bass  rod,  10  feet;  $3.00  reel,  new  silk  King- 
fisher line.  etc.  Want  Held  glass  or  offers. 
A  6  x  10  printing  press  and  about  40  fonts  job 
type,  etc.,  for  offers.  K.  F.  POPE,  Vaughn, 
N.  -M. 

WANTED.  -  Ridgway's  Birds  of  North 
and  Middle  America,  especially  Vols.  II  and 
IV.  .\lso  Hummingbirds  by  Ridgway  and 
Goss'  Birds  of  Kansas.  AUSTIN  PAUL 
S.MITII,  Brownsville.  Texas. 

WANTED.-Nest  with  or  without  sets  452, 
466,  546,  .550,  597,  611  to  617,  719, 731.  Also  reptile 
eggs.  J.  3.  t.  JOS.  P.  BALL,  M.  D.  Frank- 
ford.  Pa. 

We  have    for    exchange    mounted    birds, 
mammals,  tish,  eggs,  books,  furs,  skins,  etc. 
for  same      Please  send  list  and  receive 
mine.    TIIOS.  B.  TIPTON,  Richards,  -Mo. 

W.VNTED.— Bird  bird  skins  289,  28!la,  291, 
292,  2!na.  291.  2iJ5.  Can  offer  in  exchange 
mounted  birds,  birds  skins,  eggs  in  sets  and 
singles.  Send  lists.  .JESSE  T.  CRAVEN. 
811  |{()o.sevelt  .Vve.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

FOB  E.\'CHA.\(;E.-Sets  A.  ().  U.54,  30a,  32, 
79,  12l)a,  I2(),  184,  187,  199.  Can  use  many  com- 
mon sets.  Address  ERNE.ST  H.  SHORT, 
Box  173,  Rochester,  N.  V.       ^^ 

WA. \TE1).— Copies  nf  Oologist  1887.  No.  23: 
1888,  -Vo.  32;  iss!).  No.  42.  IH90  No.  53;  1897,  N(j's. 
1.30,  I  2.  137,  1311.  110;  1N9IJ,  No.  158.  What  have 
you,  aiid  what  can  you  use  ?  E.  H.  SH( )  KT, 
Box  Ii3,  Rochester.  N.  Y. 
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VERY  RAKE  old  relics  for  cash  or  ex- 
change. Siiecimens  of  great  rarity,  excellent 
workmanship,  beautiful,  interesting  and 
unique.  All  older  than  the  Christian 
religion.  (iuaranteed  geiuiine.  Full  data 
given.  Egyi'tian— Seals,  cylinders,  scarabs, 
beads,  ring.s.  ushebties.  gods,  amulets,  flint 
arrow  and  knives,  :h,-100  to  8.000  years  old. 
BABYLONiAN-Seals  and  cylinders  4,500  years 
old.  Greek  bronze  arrovt'  points,  intaglios, 
rings.  2200  years  old.  Roman— I.anips,  2.200 
years  old.  I'hotngraphs  of  any  of  the  al)ove 
mailed  for  10c  each.  To  introduce  my  list. 
I  will  send  prepaid  one  small  enameled 
Egyptian  bead  of  the  period  liOOO  B.  C.  for  10c, 
or  one  Egyptian  tiint  arrow  point  of  the 
period  (i,oOo  H.  C.  for  50c.  or  one  (Jreek  bronze 
arrow  point  groved  for  poison,  period  of  350 
B.  C.  for  60c.    I.  V.CASp:.Tarrytown.  N.   Y 

Bird  Skins  and  eggs,  especially  northern 
and  southern  species  wanted.  I  desire  skins 
of  waders,  raptores,  ducks,  gallinea,  and  im- 
colae  suitable  for  mounting.  I  offer  good 
list  of  western  species  including  Lower  Cali- 
fornia series.  Send  lists.  All  answered.  P. 
I.  OSBURN,  189  E.  Colorado  St.,  Pasadena, 
Calif. 

TO     ALL     INTERESTED. 
REMEMBER. 

I  furnish  collections  covering  one  or  several 
oranches  of  Natural  History  for  study  or 
museum  iiurposes  at  Special  reduced  rates. 
Don't  fail  to  write  me.  I  will  quote  you  on 
your  line  of  wants  or  I  will  furnish  a  general 
assortment  that  will  fit  your  purse  and  be 
sure  to  please. 


Box 


ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
I  73  Rochester,  N. 


Perfection  Bird  Houses 


FOR    THE 

PURPLE 
MARTIN 

We  Build  Them. 


Twe  ity-five 
years'  experience 
in  the  study  of 
these  fine  birds, 
and  success  in 
their  colonization 
has  taugi.t  us  the 
exact  require- 
ments  of    the 

House  Martins,  and  enables  us  to  construct 

ideal  Ixjxes  for  their  use. 

Illustrated  booklet,  10(  .  j.:jt 

Jacobs  Bird  House  Co. 

WAYNESBURG,  PA. 
J.  WARREN  JACOBS,   Manager 


EGGS  AND  SKINS. 

Choice  sets,  European,  Indian,  Australian, 
etc.  Finest  quality,  lowest  prices.  Lists, 
2  cents.    S.  (!.  t. 

JEFFERY'S  NATURALIST, 

Tetbury,  Glos.,  England. 


BOOKS  FOR  THE  NATURALIST. 

North  American  Land  Birds.  Baird.  Brewer 
and  Kidgway.  New  edition,  3  vols.,  pub. 
price.  $10.00  My  special  price  with  Oologist, 
one  year,  both  prepaid 18.50 

Color  Key  to  North  American  Birds,  Chap- 
man. Pub.  price,  $2.50,  my  special  price  with 
Oologist  one  year,  both  prepaid $2.60 

North  American  Birds  Eggs,  Reed,  jpub. 
price.  $2.50,  special  with  Oologist  one  year, 
both  prepaid 12.60 

Taxidermists  Manual,  Reed  (new)  prepaid 
$L75.  special  with  Oologist.  one  year,  both 
prepaid $1.90 

Guide  to  Wild  Flowers.  Reed,  leather,  75c.' 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid  $1.00 

Birds  of  Maine,  Knight  (new)  $3.50.  Good 
for  New  England  and  Middle  States.  Ontario 
and  E.  Canada.  Special  with  Oologist  one 
year,  both  prepaid $3.60 

Familiar  Fish,  McCarthy,  pub.  price  $1.50, 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   $1.70 

Art  of  Taxidermy. Rowley,  pub.  price,  $2,00, 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   $2.10 

Handbook  of  Birds  of  E.  North  America, 
Chapman,  $3.00,  special  with  Oologist  one 
year,  both  prepaid $3.16 

Nests  and  Eggs  of  N.  American  Birds. 
Davie,  last  edition, $2,00,  special  with  Oologist 
one  year,  both  prepaid $2.10 

Butterflies  and  Moths,  Holland,  two  vols, 
in  colors,  pub.  price,  $7.00.  special  with 
Oologist  one  year,  both  prepaid $7,20 

Trees  and  Their  Leaves,  Mathews  (new) 
illus..  pub.  price  $1.93.  special  with  Oologist 
one  year,  both  prepaid $2.11 

The  Mammals.  Ingersoll.  illus.,  pub,  price, 
$2.20,  special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both 
prepaid $2.45 

Reptiles.  Ditmars.  illus.,  pub.  price  $4.00 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   $1.15 

Shells,  Rogers,  illus.,  pub.  price,  $4,00, 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   .$4.15 

"Penikese"  Personal  Memoirs  of  the 
Azassiz  Natural  History  Camp.  Paper,  25c., 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   50c 

Standard  Catalogue  of  N.  American  Birds 
and  Eggs.  Lattin  and  Short,  paper,  25c., 
special  with  the  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   50c 

Birds  of  W.  New  Y'ork,  Short,  2d  edition, 
paper,  25c.,  special  with  Oologist  one  year, 
both  prepaid 50c 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT 

Box  173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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STILL    LEADING 

FIFTH  EDITION  LATTIN'S  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Oolo- 
gi&ts. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Species,  giving  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged  according  to  A.   O.   U.   Nome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  aad 
Coues'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  cf  page  only  leaving  it  In 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  Neat  in 
style.  Handy  in  s'hape  (just  goes  In- 
to  full  government  envelope). 

Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  $1.25. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chill,  N.  Y. 


Out    May    1906 

A  NEW  UP-TO-DATE 

Check  List  of  North  American  Birds 

Contains   all    new   additions   and  "changes   to   A.  'i,0,    U.    list 
arranged   according   to  A.  O.  U.  Nomenclature   and   giving   both      . 
common  and  scientific  names.     i6  pages  on  good  paper.  T 

♦  PRICE  I 


} 


PRICE 

3c  each.  30c  per  dozen.  $2.00  per  hundred 


ADDRESS 

OOLOGIST,  Albion,  N.  Y.    or    ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Chili,  N.  Y. 


} 


4  THhi  OOL.OOIST. 

Camps  and  Cruises  of  an  Ornithologist. 

CHAPMAN,   1908. 

Cloth  bound.     Cover  in  colors.     432  pp.,  fully  indexed. 

This  is  Mr.  F.  M.  Chapman's  own  narrative  of  his  6o,ocx)  miles  of 
travel  covering  eight  years  and  illustrated  with  250  personal  photos  taken 
in  situ  and  surpassing  in  value  any  series  of  their  kind. 

The  introductory  chapter  on  cameras  and  blinds  for  bird  work  is 
worth  the  price  of  the  work  to  one  wishing  to  engage  in  bird  photography. 

Publishers  price,  prepaid,  1^3. 28. 

1  offer  this  book  with  the  Oologist  one  year,  both  prepaid,  for  $3.10. 
Box    173  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,      Rochester,   N.  Y. 


FREE 


ANyNysyALANDExmoRDiraoppoRTim!   Qet  a  New  Subscriber 

SAMPLE     OFFER 
15    DAYS   ONLY 

Beautiful.   Bright.  Spark- 
ling.  Famous 

$5  Barnatto  Diamond  Rin^    ladies'  or  gent's 

Approximates  genuine  in  brilliancy,  detec- 
tion almost  baffles  experts,  fills  every  re- 
quirement oi  the  most  exacting,  pleases  the 
most  fastidious,  at  only  one-thirtieth  the  cost 
of  the  real  diamond.  As  a  means  of  intro- 
ducing this  marvelous  and  scintillating  gem, 
and  secunng  as  many  new  friends  as  quickly 
as  possible,  we  are  making  a  special  induce- 
ment for  the  new  year.  We  want  you  to 
wear  this  beautiful  ring,  this  masterpiece  of 
man  s  handicraft,  this  simulation  that 
sparkles  with  all  the  beauty,  and  flashes 
with  all  the  fire  of  A  GENUINE  DIAMOND 
of  the  first  water.  We  want  you  to  show  it 
to  your  friends  and  take  orders  for  us,  as  it 
sells  itself-sells  at  sight—  and  makes  lOO  per 
cent  profit  for  you,  absolutely  without  effort 
on  your  part 

uWe  want  good,  honest  representatives 
everywhere  in  every  locality,  city  or 
countrj'  in  fact,  in  every  country  throughout 
the  world,  both  men  and  women,  who  will 
not  sell  or  pawn  the  Barnatto  Simulation 
iJidmpnds  under  the  pretense  that  they  are 
Genuine  (Jems.  If  you  want  to  wear  a  simu- 
o^r.'"'\  .m'"""^-  to  the  ordinary  observer 
ciHi^l  like  unto  a  gem  of  the  purest  ray 
serene,  a  fitting  substitute  for  the  genuine; 
Arr^TMM'VV'-^"  "''''^'' '"""ey,  don't  wait- 
iwVt  ...  '^^-  ''^  t^'S  advertisement  may 

rth,..'r?r^'"'"''  "."'■  -"^'s  unusual  and  cxtraor- 
thi  noM^S^^K^V'ty  •'^'■"•"  '^^'-'i'l-  I-'ill  out 
romp  fi?>Pf"o  *"'"'"}'■  ^'^"^  send  at  oiur-first 
come,  nrst  served. 


FOR  THE  OOLOGIST 

1  will  meet  you  more  than  half  way.  The 
Exchange  notice  coupon  will  be  sent  to  the 
new  subscriber,  but  for  your  trouble,  pro- 
vided you  send  six  centx  extra  for  postage,  I 
will  mail  you  for  each  new  subscriber  sent  a 
set  of  either 

■.i  p:ggs  White  Ibis. 

3  F^ggs  White-faced  Glossy  Ibis. 

2  Eggs  Brown  Pelican. 
1  Egg  Noddy  Tern, 

4  Eggs  La.  Heron. 

5  assorted  colored  plates  of  Birds  and  Eggs 
6x9, 

0  assorted  Half-tone  Plates  from  original 
photos. 

You  can  select  as  many  gifts  as  you  send 
in  new  subscriptions,  provided  each  sub- 
scription is  accompanied  by  56  cents. 

Address, 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Publisher, 

Box  ITo  ROCHESTER,  N.Y. 


60    YEARS- 
EXPERIENCE 


The  Barnatto  Diamond  Co., 

Girard  Bldg.,  Chicago. 
Write  here  name  of  paper  in  which  you 
saw  this  ad. 

Sirs:--Pl(;ase  send   Free  Sample  Offer 
Ring.  Larrings.  Stud  or  Scarf  (Stick)  Pin 
catalogue. 
Name  


R.  F.  D.  R.  No 

Town  or  City 

P.  O.  Box iilnte.. 


Street 


Trade  Marks 
Designs 
Copyrights  &c. 

Anyone  sending  a  sketch  and  description  may 
quiclily  ascertain  our  opinion  free  whether  an 
Invention  is  probably  patentable.  Communica- 
tions strictly  confidential.  HANDBOOK  on  Patents 
Bent  free.  Oldest  agency  for  securing  patents. 

Patents  taken  throueh  Munn  &  Co.  receive 
ipecial  notice,  without  charge,  in  the 

Scientific  Jf  merican. 

A  handsomely  Illustrated  weekly.  I/areest  Cir< 
culation  of  any  scientific  journal.  Terms,  $3  r 
year;  four  months,  $L  Sold  byall  newsdealers. 

MUNN  iCo.36iBroadway.  New  York 

Branch  Office.  625  F  St,  WastaingtoD.  T>.  C  . 


The  Oologist. 


Vol.  XXVI.    No.  1.         Albion,  N.  Y.  January,  1909.  Whole  No.  258 


THE    OOLOGIST, 

A    Monthly    PabUcatlnn    Oeyoted   to 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXI- 
DERMY. 
E&HZST    H.    BXOKT,    Editor    •»*    Publiahw. 

CorrespondeDce  and  Itema  of  interest  to  the 
dtadent  of  Birds,  their  Nesta  and  Bkks,  aoliclted 
from   all. 

TERMS    or    SUBSCRIPTION: 

SlnCle    aabscriptfon 50c   per   annair 

Sample  copies 5c  eacl:' 

The  abore   rates  Include   payment  of  postage. 

Bach  snbscrlber  is  given  a  card  good  for  a 
Want,  Exchange  or  For  Sale  Notice.  (This  card 
is  redeemable  at  any  time  within  one  year  from 
date   thereon.) 

Sabscriptlons  can  begin  with  ar.y  number. 
Back  numbers  of  the  OOLOGIST  can  be  fnr- 
Blahed  at  reasonable  rates.  Send  stamp  for  de- 
scriptions   and    prices. 

Remember  that  the  publisher  mast  be  noti- 
fied by  letter  when  a  subscriber  wishes  his  pa- 
per  stopped,    and   all   arrearages   mnst   be   paid. 

ADVERTISING    RATES: 

6  cents  per  nonpareil  line  each  Insertion. 

12  lines  in  erery  inch.  Seven  inches  in  a  col- 
amn,    and    two   columns   to   the    page. 

Nothing  Inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.  No 
"special  rates."  5  cents  per  line  is  "net."  "i-ock 
tK)ttom,"  "inside,"  "spot  cash"  rate  from  which 
there  is  no  deviation  and  no  commlsxlon  to 
agents.  If  you  wish  to  use  5  lines  nr  less  space 
it  will  cost  you  25  cents;  100  lines,  $5.00;  1000 
lines,  $50.  "Trade"  (other  than  cash)  adver- 
tisements will  be  accepted  by  special  arrange- 
Bent  only  and  at  rates  from  double  to  five  times 
cash  rate*.  Due  Bills  and  Cards  payable  in  sd- 
vertlsing  will  be  honored  only  at  tegular  rater 
In  force  at  the  date  of  issuance  of  said  bill  or 
card. 

Remittances  should  be  made  by  Draft,  Ex- 
press or  Postofflce  Money  Order.  Registered 
Letter  or  PosUl  Note.  Unused  U.  S.  Postage 
Stamps  of  any  denomination  will  be  accepted 
for  sums  under  one  dollar.  Make  Money  Or- 
ders and  Drafts  payable  and  address  all  sub- 
scriptions   and    communications    to 

ERNEST    H.    SHORT. 

Kof'bester,  Monroe  Co..  N.  Y, 


ECHOS    FROM    FLORIDA. 


Nov.  26 — Found  set  of  Ground  Dove 
to-day  which  makes  a  record  of  nest- 
ing for  every  month  in  year  here  in 
Florida.  Heretofore  November  has 
been  only  month  that  I  did  not  find 
birds  nesting.  Last  year,  Oct.  2S, 
was  last  date  I  noted  eggs  in  nest  of 
Ground  Dove,  and  February  5th  was 
first   date  for  this   si)ecies.     To-day    1 


noted  Fla.  White-breasted  Nuttratch 
making  a  hole  in  old  pine  stump. 
Watched  her  for  1-4  hour  and  she 
would  come  to  opening  and  drop  out 
a  piece  of  wood  every  minute.  Am  go- 
ing to  watch  this  and  see  when  she 
will  lay. 

The  following  are  some  notes  copi- 
ed from  my  field  book  for  1908  and 
might  prove  of  interest  to  Ornitholo- 
gists in  general. 

March  1st  visited  a  colony  of  Ward 
Heron,  to-day,  and  found  every  nest 
with  young  in.  This  is  two  weeks 
earlier  than  I  ever  found  them  hatch- 
ed. Found  several  Black  Vulture  just 
starting  to  set,  a  little  early  for  them 
also.  I  have  noted  that  Black  Vul- 
tures that  nest  in  the  pine  woods 
raise  two  broods.  (They  are  partial 
to  a  nesting  place,  using  the  same 
place  of  repeatedly  disturbed.  I  know 
of  one  nest  from  which  two  sets  were 
taken  e.xactly  30  days  apart  and  in  5 
weeks  to  the  day  found  the  old  one 
setting  on  two  more  eggs.  This  last 
set  was  allowed  to  hatch  but  was  the 
handsomest  set  of  the  three.  I  am 
positive  all  are  from  same  bird  as 
they  showed  the  same  type  of  mark- 
ings and  were  all  of  same  size.) 

April  6,  up  before  day  and  after  a 
long  ride  with  my  companion  arrived 
at  edge  of  swamp.  After  struggling 
along  through  mire  and  dense  under- 
brush, some  places  where  the  sun 
never  shone  through  the  gloomy  mass 
crawling  over  partly  su'bmerged  cy- 
Ijress  logs  that  were  as  slimy  and 
slipeiy  as  an  eel,  slipping  off  these 
into  the  mire  below  into  places  that 
had  no  bottom  for  10-foot  pole.  We 
alternately  jjulled  each  other  out  of 
these  bogs  and  a  man  by  himself 
would  surely  have  perished.  My 
cracker  comjanion  remarket!  that  this 
place  would  Bog  a  Buzzard's  shadow. 
\ot  far  wrong  I  thought.  .•Vll  of  this 
trouble  because  I  saw  a  pair  of  Ivory 
Billed  Woodpeckers  fly  to  this  swamp 
a  coui)le  of  months  before  and  I  want- 
ed to  find  their  home.  We  jjassed 
through   a   small    colon v   of   .\merlcan 
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Egret  and  saw  full  sets  that  were 
near  the  hatching  stage.  Also  noted 
a  large  number  of  Water  Turkeys 
nesting  and  a  few  Yellow-crowned 
Nightherons  nesting  with  the  Egrets. 
Also  found  a  very  few  Fla.  Cormo- 
rants. While  up  a  small  cypress  look- 
ing at  a  nest  of  young  Anhinga  I  cast 
my  eye  through  the  swamp  and  spied 
my  Ivory-billed  leaving  a  hole  in  a 
sizeable  cypress  about  60  feet  from 
the  mire.  1  was  so  elated  that  1 
shouted,  of  course,  and  nearly  lost 
my  balance.  Hastily  coming  down 
we  arrived  at  base  of  this  cypress  and 
after  a  very  arduous  climb  rammed 
my  arm  down  the  cavity  and  found  5 
young  Ivory  Bills  nearly  full  fledged. 
To  say,  I  was  delighted  at  finding  this 
nest  is  i)utting  it  midly  and  to  say  I 
was  disappointed  in  not  getting  a  set 
is  also  using  mild  language.  I  stay- 
ed up  the  tree  for  full  30  minutes  and 
never  saw  any  more  of  the  old  ones, 
although  1  heard  one  a  little  distance 
in  the  swamp.  These  noble  birds 
are  sure  scarce,  in  all  my  ramhles 
through  swamp  and  in  several  parts 
of  the  state  do  not  think  1  have  ever 
seen  more   than   a  dozen   adult  birds. 

This  is  my  first  nest  of  this  bird,  but 
I  hope  not  my  last.  The  ravitv  wan 
fully  20  inches  deep  and  dug  out  of 
the  live  tree.  While  up  this  tree  I 
counted  8  nests  with  old  one  on  of 
Osprey.  But  was  too  tired  to  investi- 
gate any  nests  to  note  the  stage  of 
incubation. 

April  10,  1  was  hastily  called  to-day 
to  my  small  colony  of  American 
Egrets  that  I  had  been  trying  to  pro- 
tect. Word  was  brought  me  that 
shooting  had  been  heard  there  for  a 
full  hour.  When  I  got  there  1  found 
that  the  murderous  Plume  Hunters 
had  found  my  birds  and  had  left 
them.  But  left  them  dead  on  the 
ground.  In  a  couple  of  instances  the 
plume  had  been  strijiijed  from  birds 
not  yet  dead.  But  Buzzards  were 
right  on  their  job  alright  and  Crows 
and  Hawks  also  were  around.  The 
nests  almost  all  contained  young,  for 
the  most  part  just  hatched  out,  these 
little  innocent  things  left  to  starve 
and  become  the  prey  of  Vultures  and 
Crows,  etc.,  all  because  heartless  wo- 
men want  to  adorn  their  hats  with 
some  plumes.  It  looks  hardly  possi- 
hle  that  any  one  living  in  this  day  of 
enlightment  would  want  an  ornament 


that  caused  so  much  ruthless  destruc- 
tion in  obtaining.  It  is  sure  a  sad 
sight  to  visit  a  murdered  roost,  and 
I  want  no  more  of  it  in  mine.  But  I 
am  more  fully  determined  than  ever 
to  pave  the  few  that  are  left  in  this 
locality.  Three  years  ago  there  were 
500  pairs,  now  about  30. 

April  19,  I  found  some  nice  things 
today.  A  pair  of  wary  "Lord  Gods" 
(Pileated  Woodpecker)  kept  me 
guessing,  but  I  was  a  good  guesser 
myself  and  beat  them.  I  found  their 
abode  in  a  dead  pine  snag  about  30 
feet  UD,  cavity  contained  a  badly  in- 
cubated set  of  4  eggs.  Visited  the 
cli  home  cf  my  friends,  Aix  Sponsa, 
but  some  one  else  had  visited  it  first 
and  had  pushed  the  snag  over  and  I 
counted  the  remains  of  at  least  a  doz- 
en fresh  eggs  mixed  with  the  down. 
Another  home  I  found  undisturbed 
and  left  it  so.  To-day  I  found  my 
first  Florida  Duck  nest  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  Wild  Turkeys  seem  to  be 
pretty  plentiful  to-day,  and  all  with 
nice  large  sets  in  and  if  "varmints" 
do  not  get  the  eggs,  think  there  will 
be  lots  of  this  game  for  the  hunters 
this  Winter.  The  female  turkey  is  a 
wise  old  lady  for  fair,  makes  her  nest 
in  a  briar  tangle  and  the  leaves  match 
her  plumage  so  well  that  one  will  al- 
most step  on  her  before  she  will 
move.  I  stood  for  fully  five  minutes 
within  20  inches  of  one,  to-day,  listen- 
ing to  .a  pair  of  Lord  Gods'  in  the 
woods.  Happening  to  glance  down  I 
espied  her  eye  and  away  she  skidded 
as  slick  as  a  snake,  disclosing  a  nice 
nest  of  weeds,  leaves  and  feathers 
from  her  body  and  a  large  set  of  12. 
They  will  usually  desert  their  nest  if 
you  handle  the  eggs,  but  not  always. 
Last  year  I  found  a  set  of  16,  and 
thinking  the  poor  hen  could  hardly 
cover  so  many  eggs,  I  generously  bor- 
rowed 6  of  them  and  hatched  them  at 
home.  Later  I  visited  the  nest  again 
and  found  that  she  had  hatched  only 
9,  which  shows,  you  see,  that  10  eggs 
are  really  too  many  for  one  hen  to 
cover  anyway.  Found  Chuck-Will- 
Widows  with  fre?h  sets  to-day  and 
Brown-headed  Nuthatch  and  Florida 
Wren.  Arriving  at  the  lake  I  was 
poon  among  mv  old  favorites,  the  Gal- 
linules,  especially  the  handsome  pur- 
])le  ones.  They  are  locally  known  by 
many  names  as  Pond  Chicken,  Indian 
Pullet,    Bennett    Walkers    and    Prairie 
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Hens.  They  cackle  like  a  hen,  some- 
what, when  they  lay  an  egg  or  leave 
their  nest.  They  like  nest  building, 
I  am  sure,  because  one  will  find  3  to 
5  good  nests  to  one  that  is  occupied. 
Some  of  them  are  frail  and  shab- 
by while  some  are  works  of  art. 
Snakes,  I  am  sure,  are  their  worst 
enemy,  because  their  breeding  places 
are  inhabited  by  huge  moccasins.  Had 
a  very  narrow  escape  from  one  to-day. 
It  was  coiled  up  in  nest  of  Gallinule 
and  through  the  grass  I  first  thought 
Mrs.  Gallinule  was  at  home,  my  hand 
was  within  a  few  inches  of  it  when 
my  companion  saw  its  head  raised  to 
strike  me  and  hollered  "snair"  so 
loud  that  I  nearly  fell  out  of  the  boat, 
after  dispatching  it  I  skinned  it  and 
took  out  a  fine  set  of  4  fresh  Purple 
Gallinule  eggs  which  I  saved  for  my 
cabinet.  This  reminds  me  of  an  ex- 
perience I  had  one  year  ago  to-day 
on  Bird  Island  here  on  the  lake.  In 
rambling  around  the  Island  I  sudden- 
ly found  myself  standing  straddle  of 
a  6-foot  moccasin  which  measured  12 
inches  in  circumference.  In  making  a 
skin  of  this  fellow  I  found  6  Reddish 
Egrets,  just  hatched,  and  8  fresh  eggs 
of  same  species,  4  of  which  had  been 
so  recently  swallowed  that  I  saved 
them  for  my  cabinet.  Snakes  in 
here  surely  had  a  snap.  There  must 
have  been  4,000  that  occupied  nests 
on  this  island,  of  the  small  Herons, 
sometimes  as  many  as  8  nests  in  one 
bush.  Snakes  crawl  from  one  nest  to 
another  and  take  their  choice.  Kill- 
ed at  least  a  dozen  and  all  were  fair- 
sized  ones.  Sighted  a  wild  cat  there, 
too,  that  must  have  been  living  a  life 
of  ease.  It  was  so  hot  in  this  island 
that  birds  were  not  on  their  nests  at 
all.  but  eggs  were  pipping  and  hatch- 
ing all  about  us.  This  was  a 
paradise  for  an  Ornithologist.  Bui, 
Oh  my,  the  malarial  bearing  mosqui- 
toes and  fish  flies,  they  nearly  pester- 
ed the  life  from  us. 

O.  E.  BAYNARD. 


PRO   AND   CON. 


An   Old-Timer's  View   of  Some   Recent 
Legislation  and   Its  Enforcement. 

No  one  whose  love  for  the  birds  in 
their  native  environments  will,  after 
14  hours  of  hard  farm  work,  lead 
him  to  walk  three  miles  to  the  woods 


without  his  supper,  brave  a  horde  of 
blood-thirsty  mosquitoes  for  an  hour, 
and  then  walk  the  three  miles  home 
again,  simply  to  verify  a  new  breed- 
ing record,  as  I  have  done,  is  going  to 
knowingly  do  anything  to  extermin- 
ate the  birds,  if  he  can  avoid  it.  and 
no  one  knows  better  than  such  a  per- 
son the  actual  effect  on  the  birds  of 
every  natural  or  imposed  condition 
his  birds  contend  with. 

When  the  wild  bird  protective 
clause  was  first  incorporated  in  the 
New  York  State  Game  Law  in  1897, 
we  who  had  the  interests  of  the  birds 
as  much  at  heart  as  anyone  in  the  Au- 
dubon Societies,  found  no  fault.  The 
restrictions  it  placed  on  us  were  not 
unreasonable  and  we  were  not  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  millinery  trade. 

In  1906,  however,  the  law  was 
amended  so  that  the  Game  Commis- 
sion might  or  might  not  grant  the  per- 
mits for  field  collecting,   as  it   chose. 

And  we  soon  found  out  that  unless 
j'ou  had  a  big  "pull"  somewhere  they 
chose  to  turn  you  down. 

My  application  was  promptly  turn- 
ed down  on  the  ground  that  "There 
are  enough  permits  in  existence  to 
meet  all  scientific  requirements." 

And  yet  the  Assistant  State  Zoolo- 
gist since  has  complained  that  he  can- 
not use  certain  records  of  mine  be- 
cause I  have  been  unable  to  verify 
them  by  collecting  specimens. 

Does  their  theory  work  out  satis- 
factorily? 

Again,  I  have  been  notified  by  a 
representative  of  the  Audubon  Socie- 
ty that  the  sale  of  a  scientific  skin 
of  any  wild  bird  native  to  the  state 
would  be  considered  a  violation  of  the 
law,  no  matter  when  or  where  collect- 
ed, or  what  i)ur])Ose  it  were  purchased 
for. 

What  do  you  think  of  that?  One 
teacher  writes:  "I  shall  simply  have 
to  get  a  ijermit  to  go  and  kill  some 
birds  to  i)rovide  our  school  with  the 
specimens  we  need  in  class  work." 

Which  is  to  be  preferred?  .\llow 
the  nature  study  supply  man  to  buy 
old  collections  and  distribute  them 
to  do  duty  over  again  or  force  the 
teacher  to  go  to  the  woods  for  his 
material? 

I  knew  that  a  certain  large  Taxi- 
dermy Est.  in  my  town  was  selling 
bird  skins  freely,  so  I  asked  the  head 
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of  the  concern  how  he  kept  "right" 
with  the  powers  that  be. 

He  said  "Oh,  we  got  a  certificate." 

"But."  I  said,  "The  certificate  only 
gives  you  permission  to  collect.  It 
does  not  state  that  you  can  buy  and 
sell  commercially,  if  it  really  be  a 
violation  of  the  law  to  sell  these  skins 
I  cannot  see  that  the  certificate  pro- 
tects you  in  any  way." 

"Oh."  he  said.  "We  don't  have  any 
trouble  over  that." 

He  is  a  prominent  politician,  an 
Alderman  representing  the  party  in 
control  in  the  state. 

Could  that  possibly  have  anything 
to  do  with  it? 

A  short  time  ago  an  enthusiastic 
bird  man  said,  to  me,  while  speaking 
of  a  certain  colony  of  breeding  Wood 
Duck,  one  of  the  very  few  colonies 
left  in  Western  New  York:  "You  see 
those  fellows,"  pointing  to  two  men; 
"Well,  they  spend  a  lot  of  time  fishing 
in  that  swamp,  and  if  you  happen  to 
be  close  enough  you  will  hear  the  re- 
port of  a  gun  every  now  and  then. 

"I  am  satisfied  that  they  are  shoot- 
ing the  Wood  Duck  when  they  get  a 
chance.  I  could  catch  them  at  it,  but 
they  would  watch  me  days,  nights 
and  Sundays  for  a  chance  to  hit  back 
at  me. 

"If  I  take  a  bird  or  a  set  of  eggs 
while  following  up  my  bird  studies  I 
am  branded  as  an  outlaw." 

This  same  party,  when  he  had  a 
permit,  considered  three  sets  of  eggs 
from  as  many  different  pairs  of  birds 
as  a  satisfactory  season's  work,  and 
would  have  disdained  to  take  any- 
thing he  did  not  need  in  his  studies. 

I  honestly  believe  that  the  present 
restrictive  policy  in  several  states  is 
preventing  the  co-operation  of  the 
most  energetic  and  effective  class  of 
bird   protectionists   we  had. 

They  were  for  bird  protection  for 
love  of  the  birds  in  their  native  en- 
vironment, and  did  not  need  the  lure 
of  a  jiossible  fine  or  the  fear  of  losing 
their  position  to  drive  them  into  the 
field. 

The  National  "Lacy  Act,"  covering 
these  matters  states  that  its  provis- 
ions shall  not  effect  material  for  sci- 
entific puriicses. 

Why  should  the  states  refuse  to 
recognize  a  |)rinciple  jjassed  upon  as 
tenable  by  the  nation? 

A    year    ago    New    York    added    two 


new  features  to  the  game  law,  and  we 
have  had  a  season's  experience  un- 
der their  provisions. 

First  the  Gun  License  Provision: 
One  point  I  would  call  attention 
to.  By  provision  of  the  Penal  Code 
of  the  State,  it  has  been,  for  some 
years,  illegal  for  any  alien  to  carry 
firearms  of  any  description,  and  this 
had  practically  stopped  the  horde  of 
Italians  who  wandered  over  our  fields, 
ostensibly  hunting  woodchucks,  but  in 
reality  shooting  about  every  bird  or 
small  mammal  they  came  to.  Sec. 
242  (See  Art.  XIII  of  last  Game  Law), 
states  that  nothing  in  said  law  shall 
be  construed  as  repealing  any  part  of 
the  Penal  Code. 

Section  104  states  that  the  Town 
Clerk  shall  issue  a  license  to  any  alien 
on  payment  of  a  fee  of  $20.50,  allow- 
ing him  to  hunt  with  firearms  any- 
where in  the  state. 

Has  New  York  state  gone  in  to  the 
"Gold  Brick"   trade? 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  definiteness 
of  certain  sections  of  the  law  there 
have  been  many  unpleasant  compli- 
cations. Many  hunters  failed  to  un- 
derstand that  no  state  license  could 
set  aside  the  owner's  right  of  domain, 
or  excuse  deliberate  trespass  on  post- 
ed grounds,  or  when  ordered  off. 

The  section  creating  an  open  sea- 
son for  Pheasants  was  so  worded  that 
the  majority  thought  the  hen  birds 
were  not  protected  at  all,  and  one 
dealer-  in  sportsmen's  supplies  in 
Rochester  issued  game  cards  so  word- 
ed. When  I  remonstrated  with  them 
they  stoutly  contended  that  the  law 
admitted  of  such  a  construction. 

The  County  District  Attorney  final- 
ly published  an  opinion  that  cleared 
up  the  point,  but  not  until  hundreds 
of  hen  Pheasants  had  been  sacrificed 
during  the  first  two  days  of  the  open 
season  in  violation  of  the  law. 

One  party  of  two  hunters  I  know  of 
personally,  killed  seven  hen  birds  and 
three  cocks  during  the  first  two  days. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  past  un- 
usually dry  season  was  very  favorable 
to  the  young  Pheasants  they  increas- 
ed beyond  all  records,  and  there  are 
probably  enough  left  yet  to  insure  a 
reasonable  increase  next  season  un- 
der favorable  conditions,  but  an  un- 
favorable, wet,  cold  season,  followed 
by  such  persecution  as  thev  were  sub- 
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jected  to  this  fall  .would  leave  them 
sadly  depleted. 

Before  the  law  was  passed  last  win- 
ter there  was  much  published  in  the 
daily  press  regarding  the  farmers'  op- 
position to  the  Pheasants,  owing  to 
their  destruction  of  crops  and  grain. 

After  careful  examination  I  am  con- 
vinced that  they  do  much  less  dam- 
age than  the  American  Robin,  and 
much  more  good,  and  that  more  than 
a  majority  of  the  farmers  really  favor 
a  close  season,  as  they  like  to  see 
the  birds  around,  and  believe  them  to 
be  of  benefit,  owing  to  the  immense 
quantities  of  grasshoppers  they  con- 
sume between  July  15  andOct.  15. 

My  inspection  of  the  crops  of  a 
number  of  birds  this  fall  demonstrat- 
ed beyond  a  question  that  even  where 
the  birds  were  taken  in  fields  of  un- 
husked  corn,  as  late  as  Oct.  22nd,  their 
crops  contained  grasshoppers  almost 
excltisively. 

My  experience  with  the  Robin  is 
very  discouraging,  for,  while  I  am  not 
allowed  to  take  any  birds  for  dissec- 
tion, I  am  satisfied  that,  outside  of  the 
immense  quantities  of  small  fruits 
they  destroy,  their  diet  consists  main- 
ly of  earthworms,  and  I  consired  this 
of  questionable  benefit,  probably  an 
actual  damage  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terests. 

I  believe  the  great  weight  of  opin- 
ion in  favor  of  the  present  Pheasant 
law  comes  from  the  sportsmen,  and 
that  most  of  the  flagrant  violations 
were  their  work  also. 

While  I  find  here  and  there  a  far- 
mer who  admits  taking  one,  two  or 
three  birds,  I  have  had  authentic  re- 
ports of  city  i)arties  with  7  to  12 
birds  in  their  bags,  and  one  Rochester 
taxidermist  admits  mounting  347 
Pheasants    during  October. 

The  law  expressly  prohibits  the 
disposal  of  any  Pheasants  commer- 
cially, yet  one  party  from  Rochester 
made  in  extenuation  of  their  taking 
a  large  bag  of  Pheasants,  (they  show- 
ed 12),  the  statement  that  a  certain 
large  hotel  in  that  city  was  paying  $1 
each  for  them. 

There  may  be  here  and  there  a 
Pheasant  that  becomes  educated  to 
the  point  to  where  it  becomes  a  nuis- 
ance. A  provision  similar  to  that  in 
the  Rabbit  section,  i)ermitting  the 
killing  on  one's  own  i)remises  to  pre- 
vent damage  would  cover  these  cases. 


If  the  section  enacting  a  close  sea- 
son for  Skunks  in  New  York  is  need- 
ed at  all  it  should  also  be  amended 
to  read  like  the  clause  in  that  relat- 
ing to  Rabbits,  as  there  are,  and  al- 
ways will  he,  individual  Skunks  that 
get  educated  to  the  possibilities  of 
the  hen-coop  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  can  not  be  tolerated,  and  it 
should  not  be  necessary  for  anyone 
to  violate  the  law  to  compass  their 
removal. 

Yours  in  favor  of  a  fair  and  square 
deal  for  all. 

ERNEST    H.    SHORT. 


Newport  News,  Va., 

Jan.  1,  1909. 
My  dear  Mr.  Short:  — 

In   the   December   issue   I   note   yoti 

are  going  to   cover  the  Grebe  family 

with  short  articles,  this  coming  year, 

pray  allow  me  to  contribute  my  mite. 

PODILYMBUS    PODICEPS. 


Pied-billed  Grebe. 
On  one  of  my  collecting  trips  dur- 
ing my  stay  in  California,  I  came 
across  a  small  pond  or  sink  hole  on 
the  outskirts  of  an  apricot  orchard. 
Things  looked  good  to  me  and  strip- 
ping to  the  waist,  began  my  hunt  in 
the  tall  rushes  or  ttiles  with  which 
the  banks  were  lined.  Rails,  Ducks, 
Blackbirds  and  Salt  Marsh  Yellow- 
throats  were  found,  but  the  hardest 
of  all  was  the  nest  of  the  above 
species.  The  nest  was  a  compact  mass 
of  tule  stems  and  blades,  two  inches 
above  the  water  and  eighteen  inches 
below  the  surface.  The  water  came 
well  above  my  waist  line  and  had  I 
not  seen  the  parent  bird  nearby,  I 
should  have  passed  it,  as  the  eggs 
were  covered  as  is  their  usual  cus- 
tom. The  eggs  lay  in  a  slight  hollow 
in  the  center  of  this  floating  platform 
and  their  weight  had  almost  sunken 
them  level  with  the  inside  lining.  On 
lifting  up  the  egg.-5  these  cavties  fill- 
ed with  water,  while  all  the  nest  ma- 
terial was  soaking  wet.  It  has  al- 
ways been  a  wonder  to  me  how  this 
family  of  birds  manage  to  i)roduce 
heat  enough  to  hatch  their  eggs  un- 
der such  difficulties. 

H.  H.  BAILEY. 


10 


THE  OOLOGIST. 


Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba, 

Dec.  18,  1908. 
Mr.  Ernest  H.  Short, 
Albion,  X.  Y. 

Dear  Sir: — Having  changed  my 
place  of  residence  to  the  Isle  of  Pines 
from  Toledo,  O.,  and  taking  the  trip 
through  the  everglades  and  over  the 
keys  of  Florida,  I  thought  that  the 
birds  identified  from  the  train  and 
during  stops  on  the  awy  would  be  of 
interest  to  you,  so  I  am  sending  my 
data.  There  was  a  total  of  31  species. 
If  you  are  interested  in  birds  of  the 
Isle  of  Pine.5.  Cuba,  you  will  hear  from 
me  later  as  I  intend  to  do  some  ex- 
tensive collecting.  There  are  said  to 
be  about  350  different  species  of  birds 
in  Cuba  and  quite  a  few  are  to  be 
found  here.  Now,  I  have  seen  several 
of  the  Warblers  that  we  find  in  the 
north,  such  as  Maryland  Yellow- 
throat,  (Maryland  or  Northern?), 
Blackburnian,  Magnolia,  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  and  Water-thrush. 
Yours  truly, 

A.   C.   READ. 
McKinley,  Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba. 
(Formerlv    of    210-5    Robinwood,    Tole- 
do, Ohio.,  U.  S.  A. 

Birds  seen  on  my  trip  from  Toledo, 
O..  Nov.  29  to  Havana,  Cuba,  Dec.  3. 

Fostoria,  O.,  Nov.  29,  about  3  p.  m., 
Sparrow  Hawk 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  30,  7:00  a. 
m..  Crow,  Mourning  Dove,  Robin. 

White  Pine,  Tenn.,  10:00  a.  m., 
Bluebird,  White-throated  Sparrow, 
Purjile  Martin,  Carrion  Crow,  Turkey 
Buzzard.  Bob-white. 

Ashville,  N.  C,  12:45,  American 
Goldfinch. 

Columbia,  N.  C,  Dec.  1,  7:00  a.  m.. 
Crow,  Meadowlark,  Catbird,  Mourn- 
ing Dove. 

Allendale,  S.  C,  Bob-white,  Carrion 
Crow,  Crow,  Meadowlark,  Great  Blue 
Heron. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  12:00,  Meadowlark. 
Carrion  Crow,  Bob-white. 

Miami.  Fla.,  7:35  a.  m.,  Dec.  2, 
Knights'  Key,  Fla.,  3:15  p.  m..  Spar- 
row Hawk,  Crackle,  American  Bit- 
tern, Black-billed  Cuckoo,  Ground 
Dove,  Crow,  Carrion  Crow,  Killdeer. 
Bob-o-link,  Little  Blue  Heron,  Great 
Blue  Heron,  Snowy  Heron,  Belted 
Kingfisher,      Sandhill    Crane,      Prairie 


Warbler,  Black  Duck,  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk,  Florida  Cormorant  (5),  Great 
White  Heron,  Caspian  Tern,  Ameri- 
can Brown  Pelican  (2). 

Havana,    Cuba,    Dec.    3,    Man-o'-War 
Bird. 


Chicago,  Dec.  14,  1908. 
Ernest  H.  Short,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir: — Regarding  the  clutch  of 
IS  eggs  which  Mr.  Miller,  of  Frank- 
ford,  relates  as  having  found  in  one 
nest  of  the  Florida  Gallinule,  I  do  not 
believe  this  is  unusual.  These  birds 
are  sociable  and  inclined  to  breed  in 
small  communities.  My  experience 
has  been  extensive  regarding  this  wa- 
ter fowl,  and  it  is  not  an  unusual  oc- 
currence for  two  hens  to  deposit  their 
eggs  in  the  same  nest.  Several  times 
I  have  observed  one  nest  containing 
17  or  IS  eggs  and  very  frequently  14. 

The  fact  that  Mr.  Miller  mentions 
that  the  eggs  varied  considerable  in 
size  and  incubation  would  tend  to 
show  that  they  were  not  the  product 
of  one  bird. 

Even  the  Rails,  including  the  King, 
Virginia,  and  Sora,  which  are  consid- 
erably different  in  both  size  and  ap- 
pearance, have  been  known  to  deposit 
their  eggs  in  each  others  nest,  and  I 
know  of  one  instance  wherein  a  King 
Rail's  nest  contained  not  only  the  lat- 
ter's  eggs,  but  several  of  the  Virginia 
and  Carolina  Rails  eggs  were  in  the 
same   structure. 

GERARD  ALAN  ABBOTT, 
Chicago,    111. 


New  York  State   Records. 


Male  Redwing  seen  Dec.  14,  in  Mon- 
roe   county,  by  the  Editor. 

Thermometer  close  to  zero  and  sev- 
eral inches  of  snow  on  the  ground. 
Bird  not  in  good  condition  and  seemed 
weaker  when  last  seen  the  next  morn- 
ing. 

Flicker  seen  at  same  place  on  same 
date,  and  again  Jan.  12th,  with  8 
inches  snow'.  Seemed  to  'be  doing- 
nicely. 

Four  Tufted  Tit  reported  by  Mr. 
Guelf  on  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  Mon- 
roe county,  during  first  week  in  Jan- 
uary, '09.  Seemed  to  be  resident. 
This  is  a  noteworthy  record. 

Mr.  Smith  reports  Canadian  War- 
bler as  having  bred  in  Wyoming  coun- 
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ty  during  past  season. 

We  are  not  surprised,  as  they  are' 
not  uncommon  in  Yates  county. 

Snowy  Owl  records  coming  in  quite 
plentifully,  all  referring  to  well-bar- 
red specimens.  Females  seem  unus- 
ually so  this  winter. 

Two  Albino  Grey  Squirrels  taken 
by  Mr.  Ritenbergh,  in  Orleans  coun- 
ty, are  unique  specimens  of  an  un- 
usual pinkish  color  and  taken  near 
samie  point,  suggesting  a  possibility 
of  their  being  from  the  same  family. 

We  regret  the  removal  from  our 
ranks  by  death  of  Mr.  H.  K.  Sedgwick, 
of  Palmvra,  X.  Y. 

—EDITOR. 


EDITOR'S    COLUMN. 

In  Pennsylvania  State  Zoological 
Bulletin,  Vol.  VI,  No.  4-5,  Mr.  Surface 
presents  a  comprehensive  report  on 
the  Turtles  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
special  reference  to  economic  fea- 
tures. Like  the  past  issues  of  this 
series,  it  is  nicely  illustrated,  and, 
even  if  some  of  us  think  Mr.  Surface 
has  overestimated  the  economic  value 
of  some  species,  there  is  no  question 
as  to  the  scientific  value  of  the  book. 
We  heartily  concur  with  his  conclu- 
sions regarding  the  Snapping  Turtle 
as  being  far  more  harmful  than  bene- 
ficial and,  while  the  matter  is  in  mind, 
would  mention  that  the  New  York 
law  protects  them.     Why? 

Prof.  W.  K.  Moorhead,  of  Phillips 
Academy,  Massachusetts,  announces 
that  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  will  pub- 
lish his  long  expected  treatise  of  In- 
dian stone  implements,  "The  Stone 
Age.", 

.1.  Warren  .Jacobs,  of  Waynesburg, 
Pa.,  has  made  a  special  study  of  bird 
colonization,  especially  the  Puri)le 
.Martin,  and  has  issued  two  brochures 
on  the  subject.  He  now  sends  us  a 
neat  booklet  describing  these  birds 
and  their  habits,  and  incidentally 
showing  nine  styles  of  bird  houses  in 
attractive  designs,  that  he  is  ready  to 
furnish. 


The  scope  and  size  of  the  work  has 
evidently  increased  with  the  delay,  as 
he  now  asks  for  subscriptions  for  two 
volumes  of  500  pp.  each,  at  $5.00  per 
set. 

Mr.  .J.  P.  Norris,  .Jr.,  the  prominent 
Philadelphia  oologist,  has  taken  a  life 
partner.  Miss  Mary  Brady,  of  Balti- 
more.   Congratulations. 

Better  get  his  last  treatise  on  the 
subject,  which  he  mails  at  50  cents, 
and  see  what  you  can  do..  We  note 
with  regret  his  statement  that  ad- 
verse weather  conditions  have  caused 
his  colonies  to  shrink  one-half  since 
1904. 

The  responses  to  our  notice  have 
been  gratify  ing,  so  far,  as  touching 
renewals,  and  a  few  of  the  Oologist's 
friends  have  struck  the  true  note 
when  they  state  their  determination 
to  start  out  on  a  hunt  for  new  sub- 
scribers. 

A  recent  mcdification  in  Post-office 
rulings  makes  it  possible  for  us  to 
keep  the  subscriber  who  has  not  re- 
newed on  our  list  this  month,  but  if 
we  do  not  hear  from  him  and  the  de- 
linquent '50  cents  at  once,  we  will 
have  to  drop  him. 

Many  suggestions  are  coming  in. 

Nearly  all  the  adverse  criticism  re- 
lates to  the  falling  off  in  exchange 
notices. 

The  Editor  would  suggest  that  this 
must  be  remedied  by  the  subscribers 
themselves. 

Every  subscriber  has  the  privilege 
of  one  free  notice.  Evidently  they 
do  not  use  them  as  in  the  past.  Ask 
yourselves   why. 

The  verdict  is  all  against  changing 
the  series. 

The  vast  majority  are  satisfied  with 
present  form  of  mailing  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  considerable  demand 
for  a  consolidated  index. 

We  are  obliged  to  caution  every- 
one against  dealing  with  C.  P.  Forge, 
of  Carmen,  Man.,  Can.  Of  late  many 
crooked  deals  have  been  reported  to 
us  and  he  fails  to  make  any  attempt 
to  straighten  them  uj).  In  fact,  he 
now  seems  to  ignore  everything.  Un- 
til we  are  notified  that  he  has  equit- 
ably adjusted  old  scores  the  use  of 
our  advertising  columns  will  be  de- 
nied him. 

E.   H.   SHORT. 
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The  collection  of  mounted  birds  of 
H.  C.  Higgins,  Cincinnatus,  N.  Y.,  has 
been  turned  over  to  the  Cortland  Mu- 
seum of  the  Cortland  Science  Club, 
of  which  Mr.  Higgins  is  an  honorary 
member.  The  Club  is  to  be  congrat- 
ulated upon  securing  so  fine  a  collec- 
tion, which  embraces  several  hundred 
specimens  mounted  by  the  best  taxi- 
dermists and  are  all  arranged  in  large 
oak  cases.  The  collection  is  of  espe- 
cial value  to  Cortland  county,  as  it 
contains  nearly  all  the  birds  native  to 
the  county,  including  such  rare  takes 
as  Summer  Tanager.  Brunnich's 
Murre.  Barn  Owl,  American  Goshawk, 
:Xorthern  Pileated  Woodpecker,  and 
others.  The  collection  is  valuable 
from  a  scientific  standpoint  because  of 
the  careful  and  complete  data  with 
each  specimen. 


Eureka,  Cal. 
Editor  Oologist. 

On  Dec.  7,  190S,  a  friend  of  mine, 
(one,  Jas.  Robertson),  came  to  me 
with  a  part  albino,  or  Spotted  West- 
ern Robin  (Merula  migratoria  propin- 
qua).  It  was  taken  from  a  flock  of 
robins  in  an  open  field,  where  my 
friend  informs  me  it  has  been  for  sev- 
eral weeks.  It  is  spotted  and  blotch- 
ed with  white,  over  its  entire  body,  ex- 
cepting under  tail  coverts,  which  are 
nearly  white.  The  sixth  tail  feather 
from  the  left  side  is  snow  white. 

It  is  a  male.  The  specimen  meas- 
ures: Length  10  9-16  inches,  tail  4  3-S 
inches,  etxent  16  1-4  inches,  tar  1  5-16 
inches,  wing  4  1-S  inches,  bill  3-4  inch. 

Taken  on  morning  of  December  7, 
1908. 

Albinos  have  been  quite  frequent 
here  this  season.  I  have  seen  another 
part  albino  robin  and  a  snow  white 
Tree  Sparrow,  mounted,  and  I  have 
also  seen  amongst  a  flock  of  English 
Sparrows,  an  Albino. 

On  December  26,  1908,  a  fine  speci- 
men of  the  Snowy  Owl  was  taken  near 
town  by  an  Indian.  This  is  the  first 
record  of  a  Snowy  Owl  I  know  of  in 
Humboldt  county  since  October,  189r), 
when  some  three  or  four  dozen  owls 
came  here  in  a  Hock.  Most  of  them 
were  shot  by  hunters  and  were  mount 
ed.  Ihave  one  fine  specimen  in  my 
collection. 

C.  IRVIN  CLAY. 


We  are  informed  that  one  Florida 
collector  took  over  thirty  sets  of  Ever- 
glade Kite  the  past  season.  Unless 
Florida  stops  drying  up  we  shall  be 
up  against  a  shrinkage  in  the  list 
price  of  this  Kite.— Ed. 


Birds  Singing  on   Nests. 


That  note  on  Finley's  "American 
Birds"  was  all  right.  Whether  Finley 
ever  heard  birds  singing  on  nests  I 
do  not  know,  but  I  have  seen  and 
heard  Western  Warbling  Vireos,  West- 
ern Goldfinches  and  McGillivray's 
Warbler's  singing  while  on  their  nests 
within  the  city  limits  of  Portland. 
S.  JEWETT, 

Portland,  Ore. 


Camps   and    Cruises    of    An    Ornitholo- 
gist. 


F.  M.  CHAPMAN. 

The  narrative  of  the  author's  ex- 
periences while  studying  birds  by  the 
camera  at  close  range. 

432  neatly  printed  pages,  fully  illus- 
trated, colored  frontispiece,  and  over 
250  half-tone  cuts  from  original  photos. 

Cloth  bound  in  colors,  gilt  top, 
rough  edges. 

The  introduction  treating  of  cam- 
eras and  blinds  for  this  work  is  worth 
more  than  the  cost  of  the  book,  to  a 
beginner  in  this  facinating  branch  of 
bird  study. 

The  balance  of  the  work  is  divided 
into  eight  parts:  Travels  About  Home, 
four  subjects;  Atlantic  Coast  Islands, 
treating  of  Gardiner's  and  Cob'b's  Isl- 
ands; Florida  Bird  Life;  Bahama  Bird 
Life;  Three  Western  Groups;  Califor- 
nia;  Western  Canada,  and  England. 

While  some  parts  of  this  work  have 
appeared  before  in  magazine  articles, 
particularly  the  Flamingo  matter  in 
part,  the  greater  part  is  new. 

Emphatically  it  is  the  most  note- 
worthy of  late  Bird  books— (Ed.) 


Give  our  advertisers  the  preference, 
then  they  stay  by  us. 
Presto — We  give  you   a   better  maga- 
zine. 


Keep  your  eyes  open  for  notes  of 
interest.  Drop  the  Editor  a  postal. 
Every  little  helps. 
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World's  Greatest  Collectors'  Paper 

Ten  cents  for  three  months  for  the  oldest, 
largest  and  hest  collectors"  monthly  for  all 
kinds  of  Hobbies:  Natural  History  and 
American  Historical  Discoveries:  (."oins. 
Stamps,  Curios,  Relics.  Photography,  Miner- 
als, Sciences,  Illustrated  Souvenir  Post 
Cards,  Rarities  and  New  Finds  for  all  Kinds 
of  Collectors.  Over  15,000  Ads.  past  two 
years. 

The  Philatelic  West  and  Collectors'  World 

Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 

Greatest  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Fifty 
cents  entitles  you  to  a  year's  subscription 
and  a  free  tifteen  word  exchange  notice  in  the 
largest  exchange  department  extant.  Over 
3,()00  pages  in  last  two  years. 

This  Illustrated  lOOPage  Monthly 

Was  established  in  1895.  and  has  the  largest 
circulation  of  any  collectors'  monthly  in  the 
world,  and  in  size  has  no  rival.  More  ads. 
in  the  WEST  than  in  all  other  American  Col- 
lector monthlies  combined.  The  best-paying 
medium  for  advertisers.  Rates  small,  re- 
sults large.  One  cent  a  wo''d.  It  will  pay 
you  to  write  us  about  it.  OUR  MOTTO: 
"The  best  and  lots  of  it."  Invest  ten  cents 
judiciously  by  sending  it  to 

L,  T.  BRODSTONE,  Publisher- 
Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S    A 

GUIDE    TO   TAXIDERMY 

The  latest  in  helps  for  the  taxi- 
dermist, young  beginners  and  more 
advanced  alike. 

Written  by  the  veteran  taxider- 
mist, C.  K.  Reed,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  son  and  Mr.  N.  F,  Stone. 

Chapters  on  all  phases  of  collect- 
ing, preserving,  making  up  in  skins 
or  mounting  birds,  animals,  fish  and 
reptiles;  valvable  hints  as  to  tools, 
materials  and  prices. 

Many  recipes  and  a  complete  list 
showing  exchange  prices  of  bird 
skins  and  eggs.     304  pp.  and  index 

The  work  is  well  written,  sur- 
prisingly free  from  personal  bias, 
printed  on  very  good  paper,  profuse- 
ly illustrated,  cloth  bound,  and  last 
but  not  least,  worth  many  times  its 
cost  to  any  taxidermist  or  collector. 
Postpaid  ^1.50. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 

Box   173  Rochester,    N.  Y. 


CABINET  TRAYS 

The  most  convenient  medium  ever  used  to 
hold  specimens  of  shells,  minerals  or  eggs. 
New  stock  in  white  Board.  Covered  in  white, 
brown  or  green  as  desired. 

Size  1-2x2x1  in'  per  100,  ,55  cts. 
2  X  2  X  2  in.  per  100,  a5cts. 

2  X  3  X  H  in.  per  100,  65  cts. 
3x3x5  in.  per  100,  75  cts. 

3  X  4  X  Hn.  per  100,  85  cts, 
4x4x  Jin.  per  lOU,  90  cts. 
4x6x  Hn.  per  100,  !f  1.00. 
6x6  X  Hn.  per  100.  $1.50. 
6  X  8  X  J  in.  per  100,  |2,00. 
50  of  any  size  at  100  rate. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Box  173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


GLASS  EYES 

AND   TAXIDERMIST'    SUPPLIES. 

NEW  catalogup: 

now  ready.  Showing 
the  most  complete  line 
of  taxidermists'  sup- 
plies ever  listed,  (Jlass 
Eyks,  Tools,  Felt, 
Wire,  Skulls,  Shields 
etc.  We  sell  to  the 
leading  taxidermists' 
all  over  the  country,  for  our  goods  and  prices 
are  right.  We  want  every  user  of  supplies 
to  have  our  new  catalog  now.  Mailed  free 
for  asking.  Write  for  catalog.  No.  52.  We 
also  mount  all  kinds  of  specimens,  and  sell 
game  heads. 

Northwestern  School  of  Taxidermy, 

Dept.  7  6.  Omaha,  Nebr. 


LEARN 
BY 


Learn  Taxidermy. 


Naturalists,  Oologists 
and  Sportsmen  should 
all  know  how  to  correct- 
ly mount  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  WE 
TEACH  TAXIDERMY 
BY  MAIL.  Complete 
course  in  15 lessons.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful and  fascinating  of  arts.  Easily 
learned.  STANDARD  METHODS.  En- 
dorsed by  all  leading  taxidf-rmists,  .Many 
of  the  best  known  naturalists  of  the  country 
are  immbered  anion"  our  stuih-nls.  If  you 
want  to  learn  TAXIDERMY,  we  desire  to 
submit  ourproposition  in  full.  Send  TODAY 
for  our  new  illustrated  (' A'lWLOG  and  sam- 

gle  conv  of  The  TAXIDERMY  MAfJAZINE. 
OTIT    FREE.     THJ-:    N.    W.   .SCHOOL    OP 
TAXI  DERM  Y.  76  Karnam   St.,  Omaha.  Neb. 


You  Better  Subscribe  now  for 

The  Oologist  for  I9O9 
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Prices   for   Back  Numbers   oi  the 

YOUNG    OOLOtTiST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during    1908,     remain  as  below: 

After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  your 
file.  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copie? 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for   1907-08  Are  as  Follows: 

Complete  file,  |12.00. 

Xos.  1.14,  18.  31.  34-35.  42.  53.  86,  89,  111,  130,  132 
137. 139. 140. 153.  158.  are  50  cents  each; 

Nos.  9,  66-67.  76,  77,  78,  79,  88,  90,  100 
113,   138,   146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144.  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19.  20,  22.  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45. 
50.  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 

aiPAll    other    numbers    5c.    per    copy. 

For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
145.  This  offer  includes  your  subscription 
through  1908. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1SS4-5,  Nos.   1   to   12 $   .90 

Vol.   II.   1SS5,   Nos.   13   to  14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.   IV,    1SS7,   Nos.    21    to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V.    1888.    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI.  1SS9,  Nos.   39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII.  1890.  Nos.   51   to  62 75 

Vol.   VIII.   1891,  Nos.   63   to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892.  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X.    1893.    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI.    1894.   Nos.    99   to   110 50 

Vol.   XII.   1895.   Nos.    Ill   to   122 1.00 

Vol.  Xiri,   1896,  Nos.   123  to  127 50 

Vol   XIV.    1897.   Nos.    128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV.    1898.    Nos.    140   to    149 60 

Vol.  XVI.   1899.  Nos.   150  to  161 75 

Vol.  XVII.  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171 50 

Vol.   XVIII.   1901.   Nos.    172   to   183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX.   1902.  Nos.   184   to   195 50 

Vol.  XX.   1903,  Nos.    196  to   197 10 

Vol.    XXI.    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII.  1905.  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vol.  XX'III.  IMOti.  222  to2:i3 .       .     .      5,5 

Vol.  XXIV.  1907.234.  to  245 50 

Vol.  X'.VV.  l!iOS.  24f)  to  257  5(t 

For  $5.25  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published.  Nos.  1  to  209, 
inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29). 
25c..  50c.  and  75c.  copies. 

For  $2.50  r  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published.  Nos.  1  to  209.  inclusive. 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c  or  over. 

—  BOUND  VOLUMES  — 

Can  be  furnished,   strongly  bound  In  cloth  and 
hoards,    as    follows: 
Vol.   I   and   II    YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one   volume $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92.  298  pages 
of  valuable  and  Instructive  Oologlcal 
and  Ornithological  matter  with  many 
full    page    illustrations $1.00 

Or.  if  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  ;hem  by  return  mall  for  only 
fl.75.  Kvery  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain, 
is    worth    many    times    the    price. 

Address     plalnlv. 

ERNEST  H.  SHOUT, 

Manager    of   Ooloclst, 

CHTLl.     N.     T. 


BARGAINS 


IN 


DATA 


BLANKS 


In  printing  our  "Standard  Cata- 
logue" we  had  a  lot  of  Datas  printed 
on  what  would  otherwise  have  been 
waste  paper  and  have  decided  to  give 
our  patrons  the  benefit  of  our  gain. 

We  can  furnish  five  (5)  styles  and 
will  send  prepaid,  your  choice,  at 
12c.  per  100  of  $1  per  1000.  The  small- 
est size  or  No.  1,  at  10c.  per  100  or 
75c.  per  1000.  Special  rates,  any 
style,  on  5,000  or  10,000  lots. 


Send     1c.     stamp     for 
sheet  of  sample  styles 

Quotations  Good  for  this  lot  and   Un- 
til Present  Stock  is  Exhausted  Only 

Address  as  you  prefer  either 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
or  FRANK   H.   LATIN.   Albion,   N.   Y. 
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WANTED— Vol.  of  Auk  for  1908.  ERNEST 
H.  SHORT.  Box  17.S.  Rochester.  N.  Y. 

A  SENSIBLE  GIFT 

A  (Jlobe.  Map  or  .Vtlas  is  most  practical. 
Will  afford  profit  and  pleasure  to  the  entire 
family  for  years.  Send  for  catalogue  and 
price  list.  Enclose  this  ad  with  5  two  cent 
stamps,  and  we  will  send  pocket  map  of 
Manhattan. 

RAND,  McNALLY  &  COMPANY, 
New  York  City. 

"The  Bulletin" 


The  New  Series  of  "THE  BULLE- 
TIN" contains  particulars  of  Orni- 
thological, Oological,  Etomological, 
Ethnographical,  Paleontological  and 
Pre-historic  Specimens.  Post  free 
for  2  cent  stamp.  Post  Cards  not 
replied  to.     Address, 


The  "Bulletin 


?  5 


4  DUKE  ST. 

ADELPHL  LONDON  W.  C.  ENGLAND 

NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS'  EGGS 

BY  C.  A.  Reed. 

Cloth  bound,  356  pp.,  profusely 
illustrated.  Gives  a  brief  descrip- 
tion of  every  North  American  bird 
following  the  A.  O.  U.  No's  as 
recognized  by  the  American  Orni- 
thologist Union  up  to  1904. 

Habitat,  nesting  habits  and  eggs 
are  fully  treated  and  a  figure  given 
in  black  and  white  of  nearly  every 

egg. 

Two  colored  plates  and  seventy 
large  plates  of  nests  and  eggs. 
Cover  in  colors.  Fully  indexed. 
Prepaid  $2.50.     Address 


ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 


I  CAN  SAVE  YOU 


Benjamin  Hoag 

STEPHENTOWN,  NEW  YORK. 

Books  and  Magazines 

I  t:AN  supply  almost  any  book  in 
print.  Also  subscriptions  to  all 
Magazines  and  Newspapers.  Write 
me  just  what  you  want.  I  will 
promptly  quote  you  by  letter  or  send 
you  list  (luotint'  you  lower  prices  than 
yuu  can  get  elsewhere.  ' 
I  always  have  in  stock  back  volumes  and 

odd   numbevs  of   Ornithologist  Magazines. 

Some  old  out-of-print  bird  books.    Write  me 

your  wants  along  this  line. 

Taxidermists'  and  Oologists' 
Tools 

A  full  line  of  the  best  made.    Send  for  List. 
BENJAMIN  HOAG, 
Stephentown,  New  York. 

NEW  BOOKS 

Camps  and  Cruises  of  an  Ornitholo- 
gist; by  F.  M.  Chapman. 

A  profusely  illustrated  recm-d  of  the  Held 
experiences  of  this  widely-traveled  ( )rnitho- 
logical  Collector  and  entertaining  writer. 
Slightly  soiled.  Postpaid  $2.75,  prepaid  •$3.00; 
with  the  Oologist  1  year  both  prepaid,  $3.15. 


Guide  to  Taxidermy,  by  C.  K.  Reed. 

The  latest  in  Taxidermy  from  this  veteran 
in  the  ranks  of  Artistic  Workmen.  More 
elaborate  and  comprehensive  than  his  past 
contributions  in  this  line,  and  style  ('(lual  to 
his  other  recent  works.    Postpaid.  $1.50. 


Box   173, 


E,   H.   SHORT, 


Rochester,    N.   Y. 


Box  173 


Rochester,  N.  Y. 


DATAS,  LABELS, 

Special  Printing  for 

NATURALISTS 

I  am  now  prepared  to  tiuote  lowest  possi- 
ble price  on  printed  dates,  labels,  tags.  etc. 

Special  attention  to  Scientitit'  Work.    Half 
Tones  furnished  if  desired. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 

l!ux  173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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BIRD    GUIDE. 


BY  CHESTER  A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author  of  North   American  Birds  Eggs,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American    Btria 

VOL.  11. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds.     It  is  prepared  especialty  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRATIONS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and   young 

when  they  differ. 

SCOPE. — All  the\and  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  included.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  nests  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE. — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

S   O   CENTS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 
Bound  in  flexible  leather,  75cts.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

VOL.  I. 

Water  and  Game  Birds  E.  of  Rockies 

SAME  PRICE. 

E.    H.    SHORT, 


Box  173 


Rochester,  N .  Y. 


The  Oologist 

A  MONTHLY  PUBLICATION  DEVOTED  TO 

OOLOGY,  ORNITHOLOGY  AND  TAXIDERMY. 


WANTS,  FOR  SALES  AND  EXCHANGES. 

Brief  Special  announcements  "  Wants,"  "  E:xchanges,"  "  For  Sales,"  inserted  in  this  de- 
partment for  25  cents  pei  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  for 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXVI.    No.  2.  ALBION,  N.  Y.,  FEB.,  1909.  Whole  No.  259 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following  your 
name  on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's 
Oologist.  It  denotes  wlien  your  sub- 
scription expired  or  will  expire. 

Remember    wo     must     be     notified     if 
you    wish    paper    discontinued    and    all 
arrearages    must    be   paid. 
259  vour  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
269    "  ••  "  "         Dec.  1909 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be 
determined.  If  we  liave  you  credited 
wrong  we  wish    to   rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cembed  21,  190.3,  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion.  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3,   1879. 

\VANTi':n.-At  once,  rnp;(>s  of    ()  .looist. 
Vol.  XIV   No.  5.   .May  I  tl'r.   :  ]  C   :\\  I  No. 
Sept.  1899  one  or  more  copies.     'Vrite  stating 
condition.    Kii.NEST  H.    SHOiiT,  Manager 
Oologist,  Box  17;{.  Itochester,  N.  Y. 

FOR  SETS  new  to  my  collei  t  ion  I  can  offer 
7  1-2.  9  1-2, 11  1-2.  .M  1-1  Am.,  -Id  i-)  Am.,  :iS  1-2. 
4:5  1-.3  Am..  4»  l-H  47  l-.l  82  1-1,  1 J.'  ii-lO,  178  1-14. 
227  1-4,  228  1-4.  ;50Il-](),  :j02  1-10,  :«7  1-2.  IM-iMJ, 
.349  1-2.  55  l-.i,  ;«t  1-4,  :j(i4  Mi  :57()  1-H,  416  1-'? 
Many  others.  .Vlso  sets  from  my  series  of 
Warblers.    A.  K.  Pl^ICK,  (irants  Park.  111. 

FOI{  EXCHANCiE.-Sets  A.  O.  U.  54.  30a,  32, 
79,  120a,  126,  im.  1S7,  199.  Can  use  many  com- 
mon sets.  Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 
Box  173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

WANTED.— Copies  of  Oologist  1.887,  No.  23= 
1888,  No.  32;  IHS!),  No.  42,  1890  No.  53;  1897,  No's- 
1.30, 1  2.  137.  139.  140;  1899.  No.  158.  What  have 
you,  and  what  can  you  use  ?  K.  H.  SHORT. 
Box  173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

WANTED. -Skins  of  Western  birds.  I 
offer  good  exchange,  and  cash  for  many  game 
bird  skins.  BERTRAN  F.  HAWLEY,  Taxi- 
dermist, 133  Winslow  St.,  Watertown,   N.    Y. 

W.\NTEI)  to  sell  .Marlin  repeating  shot- 
gun. .Model  "A,"  (irade'-R,"  118.00 cash.  Cost 
123.00  new.  Reason  sell  going  away  Septem- 
ber. Used  two  or  three  limes,  (ioodasnew. 
T.  J.  TOLNAS,  Rost-othce  Brunswick,  Ga. 


TO  EXCHANGE.— Neck  pieces  and  mnlfs 
in  natural  turs;  books,  rugs,  etc.,  for  natural 
history  specimens.  Please  send  lists  and 
receive  mine.  THOS.  B.TIPTON.  Richards. 
Mo. 

WANTED.  —  Bird  l)ooks,  excerpts,  odd 
numbers  or  volumes  of  periodicals,  etc.,  not 
in  my  library.  Will  give  in  exchange  per- 
sonally collected  eggs  with  full  data.  L.  W. 
P.ROWNELL,  45  E-ast  59th  Street.  New  York 
City. 

TO  EXCHANGE.- Fine  sets  with  data  for 
first  class  Indian  l\elics.  Other  relics  also 
wanted.  E.  A.  DOOLITTLE,  Box  34,  Paines- 
ville.  Ohio. 

1  liave  A.  1.  specimens  of  mounted  birds  or 
eggs  to  exchange  for  Hrst    class  rugs  with 
animal  heads.     Send  list  and  state  values, 
and  receive  mine. 
(J !■.().  1 1 .  s W  i-.Z (•; Y,  61  I'olk  St..  Newark,  N..T  . 

Audubons  Home  i;i  I'cimsylvania.  I  can 
fuiiiLSb  a  setof  5  i  111  (•re>iing  pictures  of  above 
foroned<illai-.  TllOS.  11.  JACKSON,  3i)4  N. 
I'raiiklin.  St.,  West  Chester,  Penn. 

Import  a.  rvt 

.My  prices  for  goods  offered  for  sale  in  this 
months  Oologist  will  hold  good  until  .March 
15.  lOOii.  By  error  it  was  printed  February 
Isi.  The  following  titles  have  been  sold  since 
the  insert  was  printed; 

.Maynard.  Naturalists  (iuide;  Smith.  In- 
teresting Sketches;  Wood,  Ornithology  of  the 
World;  Cherrie,  Costa  Rican  i'"lycatchers; 
Henry,  Smithsonian  Circular;  Lucas,  Birds 
and  .'Viiinials  Extinct;  Explorations  in  N.  F. 
etc.-  Shuleldt.  -Ml  e.xceri)ts  offered;  Wood, 
.Mammals  of  ttie  World;  Reptiles,  Fish. 
Shells,  etc.;  Capen's  Oology  of  N.  K.,  the  <!3.50. 
copies;  Baird,  (-'assin  (<•  Lawrence,  I'.inlsof 
N.  A.;  DeKay,  Ornithology  of  N.  V.:  Wilcox. 
Pocket  Guide  to  I'.irds;  "A  uk,"  \n\.  and  most 
odd  nos.;  I'ackani.  (ieometrid  Moths:  Ilart- 
wiir.  Tropical  World;  Dall,  MoUusks  of  S.  E.. 
U.S. ;  Bendire's,  Vol.1:  Bird  Lore.  Vols.  I  to 
X  Order  quick  if  you  can  use  anything 
listed. 

Faithfully, 

FRANK  M.  LATTIN. 
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FOR  SALE. -Odd  numbers  of  American 
Archaeologist.  American .  O  r  n  it  hoi  o  g  y  , 
Osprey,  Condor.  Xidologist.  Oologist,  Mu- 
sueni  and  Natural  Science  News.  O.  S. 
BIGGS.  San  Jose,  111. ; 

WANTED:-No.  80,  m,  337.  312,  348.  362,  364. 
and  others.     Can  give    good    exchange    in 

Sespe,  California. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.— Sets  of  30a  1-1,  32  1-1. 
53  1-3.  54  1-3.  58  1-3.  78  1-2.  118  1-4. 120a  1-3. 121 1-4 
184  1-4.  187  1-3.  1-4.  199  1-5,  202  1-3  321  1-2.  3.3b  l< 
498c  1-3  1-4.  500  1-3.  513  1-3.  5o2a  1-4.  581c  1-3. 
593d  1-2.  622  1-6.  7 -Sa  1-5,  761a  1-3.  For  Penii- 
aylvania  and  New  Jersey  sets.  RICHARD 
F.  MILLE  R,  2073  East  Tioga  St..  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

WANTED. -Oologist,  May  1897;  Zoological 
Bulletin:  Penn.  Dept.  of  Agriculture.  Vol.  I. 
JS'o.  5  and  some  others.  Cash  or  exchange. 
Many  duplicate  publications  to  dispose  of. 
F.  3.  t.  B.  S.  BOWDISH.  i4i  Broadway.  New 
York.  N.  Y. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.-  Smith  ct 
Wesson  22  calibre  revolver.  $5.00;  Homer 
pigeons,  r  lymouth  Rock  stock  $1.00  per  pair. 
Exchange  for  raw  furs  and  birds'  eggs. 
JAMES  O.  JOHNSON.  Southington.  Conn. 

A  SENSIBLE  GIFT 

A  Globe.  Map  or  Atlas  is  most  practical. 
Will  afford  profit  and  pleasare  to  the  entire 
lamily  for  years.  Send  tor  catalogue  and 
price  list.  Enclose  this  ad  with  5  two  cent 
stamps,  and  we  will  send  pocket  map  of 
Manhattan. 

RAND,  McNALLY  &  COMPANY, 
New  York  City. 

Perfection  Bird  Houses 


FOR   THE 

PURPLE 


MARTIN 


We  Build  Them. 


Twe  ity-five 
years'  experience 
in  the  study  of 
these  fine  birds, 
and  success  in 
their  colonization 
has  taug  t  us  the 
exact  require- 
ments   of    the 

House  Martins,  and  enables  us  to  construct 

ideal  boxes  for  tlieir  use. 

Illustrated  boiiklct,  lOc.  i.3t 

Jacobs  Bird  House  Co. 

WAYNESBURG,  PA. 
J.WARREN  JACOBS,   Manager 


EGGS  AND  SKINS. 

Choice  sets.  European.  Indian.  Australian, 
etc.  Finest  quality,  lowest  prices.  Lists. 
2  cents.    S.  6.  t. 

JEFFERY'S  NATURALIST, 
Tetbury,  GIos.,  England. 


BOOKS  FOR  THE  NATURALIST. 

North  American  Land  Birds.  Baird.  Brewer 
and  Ridgway.  New  edition.  3  vols.,  pub. 
price.  $10.00  My  special  price  with  Oologist, 
one  year,  both  prepaid $8.50 

Color  Key  to  North  American  Birds.  Chap- 
man. Pub.  price.  $2.50,  ray  special  price  with 
Oologist  one  year,  both  prepaid $2.60 

North  American  Birds  Eggs,  Reed.  pub. 
price.  $2.50.  special  with  Oologist  one  year, 
both  prepaid .  ■ $2.60 

Taxidermists  Manual,  Reed  (new)  prepaid 
$1.75.  special  with  Oologist,  one  year,  both 
prepaid $1.90 

Guide  to  Wild  Flowers.  Reed,  leather.  75c.' 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid.  $1.00 

Birds  of  Maine.  Knight  (new)  $3.50.  Good 
for  New  England  and  Middle  States.  Ontario 
and  E;.  Canada.  Special  with  Oologist  one 
year,  both  prepaid $3.60 

Familiar  Fish.  McCarthy,  pub.  price  $1.50- 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid  $1.70 

Art  of  Taxidermy. Rowley,  pub.  price,  $2.00, 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid  $2.10 

Handbook  of  Birds  of  E.  North  America. 
Chapman.  $3.00.  special  with  Oologist  one 
year,  both  prepaid $3.16 

Nests  and  Eggs  of  N.  American  Birds, 
Davie,  last  edition.  $2.00.  special  with  Oologist 
one  year,  both  prepaid $2.10 

Butterflies  and  Moths.  Holland,  two  vols, 
in  colors,  pub.  price,  $7.00.  special  with 
Oologist  one  year,  both  prepaid $7.20 

Trees  and  Their  Leaves.  Mathews  (new) 
illus..  pub.  price  $1.93.  special  with  Oologist 
one  year,  both  prepaid $2.11 

The  Mammals.  Ingersoll.  illus..  pub.  price, 
$2.20,  special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both 
prepaid $2.45 

J\eptiles.  Ditmars.  illus..  pub.  price  $4.00 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   $4.15 

Shells.  Rogers,  illus..  pub.  price.  $4.00. 
sperial  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid     $4.15 

"Penikese"  Personal  Memoirs  of  the 
Azassiz  Natural  History  Camp.  Paper,  25c., 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   50c 

Standard  Catalogue  of  N.  American  Birds 
and  Eggs.  Lattin  and  Short,  paper.  25c., 
special  with  the  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   50c 

Birds  of  W.  New  York,  Short,  2d  edition, 
paper,  25c.,  special  with  Oologist  one  year, 
both  prepaid 50c 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT 

Box  173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


thp:  oologist. 
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World's  Greatest  Collectors'  Paper 

Ten  cents  for  three  months  for  the  oldest, 
largest  and  best  collectors'  monthly  for  all 
kinds  of  Hobbies:  Natural  History  and 
American  Historical  Discoveries:  Coins, 
Stamps,  Curios,  Relics.  Photo?raphy,  Miner- 
als, Sciences,  Ilhistraied  Souvenir  Post 
Cards,  Rarities  and  New  Finds  for  all  Kinds 
of  Collectors.  Over  15,000  Ads.  past  two 
years. 

The  Philatelic  West  and  Collectors'  World 

Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 

Greatest  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Fifty 
■cents  entitles  you  to  a  year's  subscription 
and  a  free  fifteen  word  exchange  notice  in  the 
largest  exchange  department  extant.  Over 
3,600  pages  in  last  two  years. 

This  illustrated  100-Page  Monthly 

Was  established  in  1~<95,  and  has  the  largest 
■circulation  of  any  collectors'  monthly  in  the 
world,  and  in  size  has  no  rival.  More  ads. 
in  the  \VE>T  than  in  all  other  American  Col- 
lector monthlies  combined.  The  best-paying 
medium  for  advertisers.  Rates  small,  re- 
sults large.  One  cent  a  wo'-d.  It  will  pay 
you  to  write  us  about  it.  OUR  MOTTO: 
"The  best  and  lots  of  it."  Invest  ten  cents 
judiciously  by  sending  it  to 

L,  T.   BRODSTONE.  Publisher- 
Superior,  Nebraslia,  U.  S    A 


I  CAN  SAVE  yOO 


Benjamin  Hoag 

STEPHENTOWN,  NEW  YORK. 

Books  and  Magazines 

I  CAN  supply  almost  any  book  in 
print.  Also  subscriptions  to  all 
Magazines  and  Newspapers.  Write 
hie  just  what  you  want.  I  will 
promptly  quote  you  by  letter  or  send 
you  list  quoting  you  lower  prices  than 
you  can  get  elsewhere. 
I  always  have  in  stock  liack  volumes  and 

•odd    numbers  of  Ornithologists   .Magazines. 

.Some  old  out-of-print  bird  l)oi)ks.     Write  me 

your  wants  along  this  line. 

Taxidermists'  and  Oologists' 
Tools 

A  full  line  of  the  best  made.    Send  for  List. 
BENJAMIN   HOAG, 
Stephentown,  New  York. 


TAXIDERMY 

Unexcelled  work  in  the  mounting  of  all 
kinds  of  specimens,  either  local  or  foreign. 
Nothing  too  ditticult. 

Special  attention  given  to  scientific  mount- 
ing of  specimens  and  groups  for  museums 
and  collections. 

MOUNTKD   AND   UNMOUNTED   GaME  HeADS. 

Horns.  Antlers,  Skulls  and  Scalps.  Can 
furnish  nearly  anything  in  the  line  of  mount- 
ed or  unmounted  specimens.  State  your 
wants. 

GEORGE.  F.  GUELF, 

Brockport,  N.  Y. 


Proceedings   of  the  Wisconsin  Academy 
of  Sciences. 

Condition  new. 

Vol.  Ill  containing  "The  Ancient  Civiliza- 
tion of  Am;"  "Copper  tools  found  in  Wis;" 
and  22  other  titles. 

Vol.  IV.  Containing  10  titles  on  Natural 
Sciences  and  11  other  titles. 

Vol.  V.  Containing  "The  Larger  Extinct 
Animals  of  Wis:"  "Crustacea  of  Wis;"  and 
11  other  titles  on  Natural  Science. 
Vol.  VI.  Containing  Willard's  "Migration 
and  Distribution  of  N.  Am.  Birds;"  and  6 
other  important  titles  on  Natural  Science. 

VII.  Containing  "Spiders  of  N.  Am.;" 
"Reptilia  and  Batrachia  of  Wis.;'  etc. 
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THE    QUAIL   TRAP. 

A  Falconer  of  Today — C.  L.  Rawson, 
in  Norwich,  Conn.,  .Bulletin. 
The  Quail  Trap,  Dec.  l.^;,  1908— In 
an  article  last  spring  on  the  present 
dispersion  of  birds  of  prey  in  New 
London  county,  I  said  that  I  could 
take  an  even  hundred  eggs  of  Red- 
shouldered    Hawk    in    the    month    of 


April  around  this  city,  notwithstand- 
ing the  great  loss  of  timber.  Charles 
Richards  has  not  only  backed  up  this 
statement  by  a  series  of  eggs  of  this 
buteo  with  exceptionally  bright  mark- 
ings, 'but  he  has  taken  sets  of  Great 
Horned  and  Barred  Owl,  Red-tailed 
and  Cooper's  Hawk,  and  an  exquisite 
series  of  sets  of  Sharp-shinned  and 
Broad-winged  Hawks.  The  useful 
marsh  harriers  were  not  disturbed. 

In  his  systematic  and  exhaustive 
search,  Mr.  Richards  has  proved  sev- 
eral other  important  things  hawk-wise 
and  his  voluminous  and  accurate  field 
data  accompanying  these  sets-'is  not 
only  of  interest  to  the  local  bird  lover, 
but  establishes  facts  on  the  habits  of 
many  birds  not  clearly  shown  before 
in  any  of  the  so-called  life  histories. 

He  has  confirmed  my  old  claim  that 
Norwich  is  in  the  center  of  the  best 
breeding  section  of  the  three  species 
of  eastern  buteos.  His  observation 
agrees  with  my  country  notes  that 
there  are  two  hundred  birds  within  a 
radius  of  a  few  miles  of  a  suburban 
city  like  Norwich,  where  one  can  ob- 
serve but  fifty  in  just  as  large  a  sec- 
tion of  rural  Windham  county.  When 
I  can  find  only  a  dozen  Red-wing's 
nests  up  here,  he  can  show  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  breeding  pairs 
not  six  miles  from  town.  In  local  ra- 
vines where  I  have  not  found  a  sin- 
gle nest,  of  Louisiana  Water  Thrush, 
Mr.  Richards  acquired  knowled.ge  of 
this  Warbler's  habits  and  his  educated 
eye  and  ear  led  him  to  a  dozen  of 
these  hidden  homes  every  year. 

The  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  once 
abundant  around  this  city,  commonly 
breeding   within   easy   reach    in     low 
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hemlock  and  pines;  the  birds  were 
shot  by  farmers  and  the  eggs  taken 
by  every  school  boy.  So  of  late  years 
this  accipiter  is  deemed  rare  here,  and 
I  have  net  seen  a  new  nest  for  ten 
years.  But  this  trained  observer 
found  that  the  birds  were  here  only 
much  shyer,  and  had  chosen  very 
much  higher  and  better  building  sites; 
in  three  days  he  took  seven  sets  of 
these  desiderata. 

The  Broad-winged  Hawk,  unknown 
to  most  people,  is  the  smallest  of  our 
buteos.  Not  one  farmer  in  fifty  has 
ever  seen  this  bird  to  know  it  and  he 
can  tell  you  nothing  about  its  nest 
and  eggs  and  every-day  habits.  Even 
the  Lilli'bridges,  whose  homestead  has 
long  been  between  the  two  hest  breed- 
ing stretches  of  chestnut  timber  in 
many  a  furlong,  did  not  know  it, 
though  they  have  shot,  trapped  and 
robbed  nests  of  all  other  local  birds 
of  prey.  In  leafless  woods  the  big 
Hawks'  nests  are  easy  targets  for  the 
farmer,  but  this  small  buteo,  with  an 
inconspicious  nest  when  foliage  is  ad- 
vanced and  country  hands  all  busy 
planting,  has  escaped  general  obser- 
vation. Even  skilful  collectors  rarely 
secure  its  much  prized  eggs.  Our 
hawker  has  made  a  special  study  of 
this  bird  and  its  ways,  knows  and  imi- 
tates all  changes  in  its  peculiar 
call,  its  alarm  note  and  voice,  has  seen 
it  mating,  quarreling  and  at  play, 
knows  what  streams  it  haunts,  and 
just  how  far  from  the  water  its  nest  is 
likely  to  be  placed.  Hence  his  unpar- 
alleled success  with  Broad-wings. 

How  many  writers  have  foreshad- 
owed Mr.  Richard's  notes  which  show 
that  red-shouldered  hawks  place  their 
nests  within  sight  of  a  farmhouse 
and  farmyard,  which  they  seldom 
raid;  that  the  redtail's  eagle  eye  is 
sure  always  to  command  every  ap- 
proach to  its  eyrie;  that  the  broad- 
wing  nests  within  sight  of  water;  and 


that  the  sparrow  hawk  has  shown  its 
adaptability  by  leaving  hollows  and 
clefts  in  trees  and  'hreeding  common- 
ly in  the  sawdust  between  the  sheath- 
ing of  the  dairyman's  icehouse.  Not 
a  pair  this  season,  according  to  this 
mass  of  data,  has  proved  an  excep- 
tion to  this  general  rule  for  sites. 

Our  modern  falconer  or  hawker,  be- 
fore the  resident  hawks  appeared  and 
while  snow  covered  the  ground,  was 
in  the  woods  locating  every  pair  of  all 
species  on  its  arrival,  saw  it  mate, 
build,  and  breed,  and  patiently  follow- 
ed the  family  movements  till  the  last 
goldfinch  was  sitting  in  its  thistle- 
down cup  in  August.  Wonderful  in 
extent  and  remarkable  for  endurance 
were  these  long  tramps  through  the 
corners  and  remnants  of  standing 
timber  yet  left  in  Preston,  Ledyard, 
Bozrah,  Franklin,  Salem,  Lishon, 
Sprague,  Lebanon  and  Norwich  sub- 
urbs. No  horse  was  used  and  no 
irons  came  into  play.  And  right  here 
I  challenge  any  living  collector  to 
show  such  an  extensive  series  of 
hawks'  eggs,  taken  in  one  season  and 
one  county  bj'  one  man,  hy  straight, 
honest  shinning.  Few  sports  are  as 
dangerous,  and  no^work  so  exhaustive 
as  long,  hard  climbs  to  the  nests  of 
rapacious  birds  without  the  aid  of 
spurs. 

Again  I  say  that  the  eggs  of  Broad- 
wings  have  always  been  scarce  in  col- 
lections, and  no  cabinet  could  show  a 
large  and  authentic  series.  Yet,  in  a 
restricted  locality,  Mr.  Richards  has 
taken  seven  sets  this  season.  But,  I 
repeat,  it  has  only  been  done  by  in- 
telligent study,  astonishing  patience 
and  tireless  activity.  In  two  short 
weeks  he  has  marked  down  more 
breeding  pairs  of  Buteo  latissimus 
than  most  collectors  have  found  in 
ten  years.  His  large  1908  cabinet, 
filled  with  this  season's  clutches 
only  of  these  three     species,  is  note- 
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ing  account  of  this  species  in  Warren 
Co.  Pa.,   (Oolog.,  June,  "07). 

I  found  the  species  in  a  small  woods 
northeast  of  Johnstown,  N.  Y.,  on  Jan. 
1,  1909.  One  moderate-sized  flock  was 
observed  and  possibly  other  flocks 
were  in  the  woods.  I  watched  them 
for  hours  and  took  several  observa- 
tions on  their  habits. 

There  were  at  least  sixty  birds  in 
the  flock  that  I  saw,  and  the  sexes 
seemed  to  be  about  equal  in  number, 
or  the  males  even  slightly  prevalent. 
They  frequented  the  medium-sized 
hemlocks,  Tsuga  canadensis,  L.,  ex- 
tracting the  seeds  from  the  cones  with 
their  wonderful  beaks.  The  presence 
of  the  birds  in  the  trees  was  shown 
by  the  continuous  dropping  of  these 
tiny  cones.  They  secured  the  seeds, 
either  'by  sitting  upon  the  twigs  and 
bending  down  to  the  cones,  or  else  by 
clinging  with  the  head  downward, 
chickadee  fashion.  They  seemed  to 
extract  but  one  or  two  seeds  from  a 
cone,  and  owing  to  the  abundance  of 
cones,  they  would  only  take  two  or 
three  out  of  a  large  cluster. 

They  had  a  soft  call,  approaching 
that  of  a  goldfinch,  but  much  lower 
and  sounding  far  distant.  While  I 
was  watching  the  flock,  two  males,  at 
two  different  times,  flew  to  a  nearby 
elm,  and  took  up  in  their  'beaks,  snow 
that  had  gathered,  in  the  crotches. 
They  flew  l)ack  into  the  hemlocks,  al- 
most immediately. 

They  did  not  seem  to  mind  the  fir- 
ing of  a  gun,  or  the  falling  of  their 
mates,  at  all,  but  occasionally,  the 
whole  flock  would  scurry  away  with- 
out apparent  cause,  and  almost  imme- 
diately return  to  the  same  clump  of 
trees — very  queer  actions.  They  were 
quite  peaceable  but  two  males  had  a 
brief  flurry  while  I  was  watching.  I 
did  not  see  the  cause  'but  I  believe  it 
was  something  about  the  food. 

The  males  are  really  beautiful  when 


worthy  in  general  showy  contrasts 
and  individual  brilliance.  Every  type 
of  Red-shouldered  is  presented,  some 
examples  of  sharp-shins  are  unusualy- 
ly  falcon-like  in  markings,  some  look 
like  pigeon  hawks,  while  the  rarely 
beautiful  series  of  Broadwing  would 
be  a  revelation  to  any  up-to-date  oolo- 
gist  of  to-day. 

Dr.  Coues,  Dr.  Brewer  and  Captain 
Charles  Bendire  all  wrote  to  me  about 
the  eggs  and  habits  of  this  small 
buteo.  Now  Frank  L.  Burns  of  Ber- 
wyn.  Pa.,  who  is  busy  with  a  mono- 
graph of  the  broadwinged  hawk,  has 
written  me  in  regard  to  its  breeding 
range  and  local  dispersion  in  Connec- 
ticut. This  author  contends  that  its 
nest  and  eggs  are  often  mistaken 
for  small  examples  of  red  shouldered. 
But  not  by  any  ghost  of  a  chance  is 
there  any  confusion  by  the  close  ob- 
server whose  attainments  and  superb 
record  we  chronicle  in  this  short  no- 
tice. But  though  this  series  of  eggs 
will  be  sure  to  long  attract  attention, 
the  many  facts  and  substantial  infer- 
ences recorded  in  the  field  while  col- 
lecting, would,  if  published,  (by  their 
accurate,  authentic  and  original  ob- 
servation) place  Mr.  Richards  in  the 
front  rank  of  writers  on  the  habits  of 
eastern  raptores.  C,  L.  R. 


The    White-winged    Crossbill    in    East- 
ern  New   York. 


The  White-winged  Crossbill,  Loxia 
leucoptera  gmel;  is  a  rather  irregular 
winter  visitant  throughout  central 
New  York,  to  judge  from  the  records 
of  its  occurence.  C.  F.  Posson  in- 
cludes it  as  of  unusual  occurence  in 
Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  ("Auk,  April, 
1S99"').  C.  F.  Stone  reports  it  as  of 
comparatively  rare  occurence  in 
Yates  county.,  (Oolog.,  Dec,  '99).  W. 
W.  Judd  states  that  it  visits  Albany 
Co.,  in  extremely  cold  winters.  Mr. 
R.  B.  Simpson  gives  a  very  interest- 
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seen  with  the  light  and  dark  green  of 
the  hemlock  for  a  background,  the 
fine  rose-red  color,  with  the  great 
white  wing-patches,  showing  off  to 
great  advantage.  I  secured  two  males 
and  a  female  and  as  I  believe  accurate 
detailed  measurements  and  careful  de- 
scription are  of  value  to  a  bird  stud- 
ent, I  append  the  notes. 
.Measurements  of  $  's.,  all  jespective; 
length,  6.44,  6.38  in.;  extent,  10.94, 
10.63  in.;  wing,  3.63,  3.44  in.;  tail,  2.52, 
2.48  in.;  bill,  chord  of  upper  mandible, 
.63,  .64  in.;  chord  of  lower  mandible, 
.49,  .51.;  tarsus,  .62,  .63  in.;  1st  toe,  .34, 
.34  in.;  claw,  .40,  .39  in.;  2nd  toe,  .31, 
.31  in.;  claw,  .25,  .22  in.;  3rd  toe,  .44, 
.47  in.;  claw,  .36,  .32  in.;  4th  toe,  .31, 
31  in.;  claw,  .26,  .22  in.  Measurement 
)f  $  L.  6.23  in.;  ext,  10.25  in.;  w.  3.38 
'  n.;  tail,  2.32  in.;  'bill  chord  of  upper 
mandible,  .65  in.;  chord  of  lower  man- 
dible, .50  in.;  tarsus,  .62  in.;  1st  toe, 
.32  in.;  claw,  .35  in.;  2nd  toe,  .31  in.; 
claw,  .22  in.;  3rd  toe,  .47  in.;  claw,  .32 
in.;  4th  toe,  .31  in.;  claw,  .22  in. 

Measurement  of  claw  is  the  chord 
of  the  claw,  shortest  distance  from 
base  to  tip. 

Description: — Bill,  metagnathus  in 
form,  the  upper  mandible  long,  with 
the  culmen  very  convex  and  curving 
to  an  acute  point;  sides  of  tip  of  up- 
per mandible  flattened;  nostrils  bas- 
al, rounded,  and  comiiletely  covered 
and  protected  by  thick  plumules;  low- 
er mandibles,  broad  af  the  base,  gonys 
strongly  curved  to  the  tip  which  is  de- 
flected to  the  right  so  that  the  point 
of  the  lower  mandible  projects  above 
the  culmen.  Bill,  slaty-gi-ey,  except 
along  tomia,  and  around  base  of  the 
gonys  where  it  is  jialer.  Irides  brown. 
Tarsus  moderately  stout  shorter  than 
3rd  toe  with  claw;  1st  claw,  3rd  toe 
longest;  all  parts  of  feet  dull  black; 
wing  moderately  long,  2nd  primary 
longest,  1st  and  3rd  nearly  equal;  tail 
moderately  long,  rather     deeply  fork- 


ed; tail  coverts  very  long. 

Description  of  $  's: — Lores  and 
forehead  dusky;  head,  neck  and  back 
deep  rose-red,  the  feathers  black  be- 
neath giving  a  spotted  appearance  if 
the  feathers  do  not  lie  smooth;  lower 
part  of  back,  black;  rumps  light  rose; 
the  upper  tail-coverts  black,  a  few  of 
the  longest  tipped  with  buff;  tail 
black.  :Sides  of  head  and  auriculars 
rose-red,  a  black  mark  on  posterior 
edge  of  auriculars;  throat,  breast  and 
sides,  light  rose-red;  belly,  greyish- 
white,  tinged  toward  the  breast  with 
red;  lower  tail-coverts  black,  with  a 
very  broad  white  edging  to  the  feath- 
ers; wing  black;  the  middle  coverts 
the  white  about  evenly  distrib- 
uted on  each  feather  with  large 
white  tips  to  the  feathers; 
greater  coverts  with  a  band  of  white, 
the  innermost  feathers  having  the 
most  white;  the  three  innermost  sec- 
ondaries also  have  white  tips  to  the 
feathers;  the  white  on  the  coverts  of 
my  specimens  is  strongly  tinged  with 
rose,  especially  on  the  middle  coverts. 

Description  of  9  :  Forehead  grey 
with  tiny  spots  of  black  ;  crown,  nape 
and  upper  back  fuscous  olive  with 
dark  centers  to  tne  feathers  giving  a 
mottled  or  spotted  appearance;  lower 
back  more  greenish,  the  black  centers 
larger  giving  a  dusky  appearance; 
rump  bright,  yellow  ochre;  upper  tail 
coverts  and  tail,  exactly  as  in  $  of 
color.  Auriculars  brownish-fuscous, 
dusky  on  extreme  margin;  throat  and 
breast  ochrous  strongly  tinged  with 
yellow  on  the  breast,  the  sides  tinged 
with  yellow  and  with  dark  centers  to 
the  feathers,  giving  a  streaked  appear- 
ance; lower  tail  coverts  and  belly  as 
in  ^  except  that  wings  have  the  les- 
ser coverts  strongly  tinged  with  olive- 
green  on  outer  margins,  and  the  white 
bands  are  pure  white. 

The  American  Red  Crossbill  Loxia 
curvirostra   minor,    Brehm,    is    a   rare 
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bird  in  Fulton  county.  The  only  speci- 
mens that  I  can  really  vouch  for  were 
noted  by  myself,  June  23,  1903,  south 
of  Gloversville,  N.  Y.  There  were  two 
males  and  they  were  feeding  on  the 
seeds  of  some  species  of  deciduous 
tree. 

,0n  Jan.  1,  1909,  I  noted  several  other 
birds,  of  more  or  less  interest  to  a 
bird  student,  in  the  woods  where  the 
Crossbills  were  found:  Pine  Siskin, 
Spinus  pinus,  Wilson,  about  25  were 
feeding  in  hemlock  trees;  Redpolls, 
Acanthis  linari.  L.,  about  50  were  feed- 
ing on  birch  seeds  at  edge  of  woods. 
Brown  Creeper,  5;  Chickadee,  30; 
White-breasted  Nuthatch,  5;  Downy 
Woodpecker,  2;  Hairy  Woodpecker, 
1 ;  and  Blue  Jay,  6,  were  observed 
here. 

CHAS.  P.  ALEXANDER. 


The  Crossbills  appear  common  or 
rare  in  New  York  State  in  winter,  just 
according  to  the'  status  of  hemlock 
trees.  From  personal  observation  I 
would  put  them  as  rare  in  Monroe 
Co.,  but  common  in  Orleans  Co.  in  the 
North  Hemlock  district,  and  a  com- 
mon winter  bird  in  Yates  Co.,  prac- 
tically confined  to  the  hemlock  lined 
gullies.  I  have  also  noted  their  erratic 
flitting  and  return  when  feeding. — 
Editor. 

The    Kind   We   Want. 


Warren,  Pa.,  Feb.  2,  '09. 
Editor  "The   Oologist." 

Dear  Sir: — January  "Oologist"  re- 
ceived, which  reminds  me  that  my 
subscription  has  expired.  I  take 
pleasure  in  renewing  and  as  you 
offer  a  few  specials,  I  would  like  a 
copy  of  "Penikese." 

A  brief  review  of  some  of  my  most 
interesting  finds  during  1908  may  be 
of  interest  to  some  of  the  readers  of 
the  Oologist. 

To   begin   with  it  was   a   poor  year 


for  birds.  Spring  arrived  early.  There 
were  no  large  flights  at  all,  and  all 
of  the  dilTerent  northern  nesters  were 
much  scai^cer  than  usual.  The  fall 
migrations  were  a  fizzle,  owing  to  the 
dense  smoke  from  the  fires  that  burn- 
ed over  most  of  the  wild  lands  in  this 
part  of  the  state. 

Added  but  few  birds  to  my  collec- 
tion ;  nothing  really  rare  except  a  Yel- 
low Rail  that  was  sent  by  a  friend  ^t 
Erie. 

I  found  a  Horned  Owl's  nest  March 
22,  and  after  a  hard  climb  found  two 
young  just  hatched  and  a  third  just 
breaking  out;  also  a  freshly  killed 
rabbit  and  a  large  brown  rat  lying  on 
the  nest.  I  never  disturbed  them 
again  and  hope  soon  to  climb  to  the 
nest  with  better  results.  Found  a  stub 
that  had  blown  over  and  crushed  two 
fresh  eggs  of  the  Barred  Owl.  Also 
found  several  nests  of  the  Red-shoul- 
dered and  one  of  the  Red-tailed  Hawk. 

The  most  interesting  thing  in  the 
raptore  line  was  the  discovery  of  a 
pair  of  Goshawks  in  May.  These  birds 
were  located  in  the  wildest  part  of 
our  county.  •  They  were  in  a  heavy 
tract  of  virgin  forest  of  mostly  hem- 
lock and  beech,  consisting  of  eight  or 
ten  thousand  'acres,  lying  mostly  on 
a  large  stream  (The  Four  Mile)  and 
its  tributaries  and  owned  by  the 
trust  (Pennsylvania  Tanning  Co.)  I 
paid  two  visits  to  the  particular  place 
freciuented  by  the  hawks  and  both 
times  both  birds  were  very  ugly  and 
aggressive,  flying  all  about  me  and 
constantly  screaming.  They  certainly 
mu.st  have  had  a  nest  nearby,  al- 
th(nigh  I  failed  to  find  it.  I  saw  a  Gos- 
hawk in  the  big  timber  New  Year's 
Day,  so  this  season  I  will  look  them 
up  in  time.  While  looking  for  their 
nest  in  May  I  found  Winter  Wrens 
not  uncommon  and  four  two  fresh 
nest-;  and  several  old  ones  underneath 
logs   in    the   gullies.     I   was   in   hopes 
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of  getting  a  set  but  no  eggs  were  ever 
laid  in  either. 

Messrs.  Jackson  and  Sharpies  of 
West  Chester,  paid  me  a  visit  the  first 
of  June.  We  found  some  good  sets 
and  Mr.  Jaclvson  got  some  good  pho- 
tos in  situ  of  a  number  of  nests  in- 
cluding Junco,  Bobolink,  Savana  Spar- 
row, Solitary  Vireo,  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  and  best  of  all  the  Mourning 
Warbler.  Two  nests  of  the  Mourning 
Warbler  were  found  but  for  some  rea- 
son the  female  was  sitting  on  one 
egg  at  the  first  nest,  but  the  second 
nest  contained  a  fine  set  of  four  and 
excellent  views  were  taken  of  it.  Mr. 
Jackson  was  well  pleased  with  this 
find,  as  one  of  the  objects  of  his  trip 
was  to  study  up  the  Mourner,  which 
is  a  rather  uncommon  summer  resi- 
dent here.  We  also  found  two  pairs 
of  tlie  Olive-sided  Flycatchers,  a  very 
rare  bird  in  this  state  and  seldom 
noted  even  as  a  migrant.  By  watch- 
ing the  birds  both  nests  were  found. 
One  of  these  nests  was  deserted,  but 
later  on  I  secured  the  other  and  a 
handsome  set  of  three  eggs.  It  was 
fully  12  feet  out  on  the  horizontal 
limb  of  a  young  hemlock  and  I  had 
much  trouble  in  scooping  them  safe- 
ly. Both  old  birds  were  very  bold 
and  repeatedly  came  within  a  few 
feet  of  my  head.  A  few  pairs  of  Pl- 
icated Woodpeckers  were  nesting, 
but  as  there  is  so  much  wild  land  and 
the  birds  roam  about  so  it  is  a  hard 
matter  to  find  the  nesting  site.  I  al- 
so noted  several  pairs  of  YellowJbel- 
lied  about  during  the  summer.  Be- 
sides these  mentioned  I  found  nests 
or  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Hummer, Rough- 
winged  Swallow,  Warbling  Virco,  Yel- 
low-throated Vireo,  Parula,  Black- 
throated  Blue,  Magnolia  Warblers  and 
a  lot  of  common  stuff.  Got  a  nice 
male  Carolina  Wren  -Sept.  29th,  atoird 
seldom  seen  this  far  north. 

This   winter   bird      life      is      rather 


scarce.  Besides  the  few  common  win- 
ter residents,  a  few  flocks  of  Am. 
Crossbills  and  Pine  Finches  are 
about.  A  Snowy  Owl  was  shot  a  few 
days  ago.  No  water  fowl  have  ap- 
peared as  yet,  the  river  is  too  open 
and  slushy.  A  number  of  bear  were 
killed  this  fall.  One  fellow  got  eight, 
another  5.  A  friend  borrowed  a  ibear 
trap  of  mine  and  landed  a  250  lb.  'bear 
in  a  few  days  near  the  big  timiber  on 
Four  Mile. 

At  present  I  have  four  or  five  pairs 
or  Horned  Owls  spotted,  also  several 
very  large  nests  and  hope  to  land  a 
set  or  two  soon.  , 

,Wishing  you  a  prosperous  year,  I 
remain. 

Yours  sincerely, 

R.  B.  SIMPSON, 

Warren,    Pa. 


The    Biota   of     the      San      Bernardino 
Mountains. 


JOS.  GRINNELL,  1908. 

Univ.  of  Calif.  Zool.,  Vol.  II,  No.  1, 
comprising  170  pp.,  2  colored  maps 
and  24  plates,  showing  31  fine  half- 
tones, $2.00. 

One  of  the  most  readable  and  valu- 
able biological  Jists  the  Editor  has 
seen.  Chapters  on  the  Plants,  Birds, 
Animals  and  Reptiles;  Colored  Life 
Zone  maps  and  a  fine  series  of  illus- 
trations  . 

Of  special  interest  to  readers  of  the 
Oologist  are  the  articles  on  Town- 
sen  d's  Solitaire,  Sierra  Creeper,  Gray 
Flycatcher  and  Dwarf  Flammulated 
Screech  Owl  and  the  plates  showing 
colony  of  Cliff  Swallows  nesting  on  a 
pine  tree  near  Bear  Lake. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 


GREBES. 


These  birds  are  all  water-fowl,  ex- 
pert swimmers  and  divers,  and  known 
locally  as  Waterhen,  Dab-chick,,  Hell- 
diver,  etc. 

The  most  common   and  widely  dis- 
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tributed  is  the  Pied-billed. 

The  color  is  nearly  plain  drab-black 
above,  showing  brownish  shades  in 
winter    plumage. 

Below,  white,  silvery  in  summer, 
duller  in  winter.  Bill  whitish,  more 
so  in  summer. 

By  the  novice  the  bird  is  some- 
times mixed  with  Gallinule  and  Coot. 

It  may  easily  be  distinguished  by 
the  legs  placed  way  back  near  the 
tail  and  by  the  spot  on  the  bill  with 
a  blackish  band  across  the  center, 
most  prominent  in  summer,  while  the 
Coot's  beak  of  similar  color,  has  the 
markings  on  tip,  and  the  Gallinule's 
beak  shows  more  or  less  reddish  in 
life. 

The  nests  are  usually  in  the  water, 
being  floating  platforms  of  flags  and 
weeds  moored  to  the  surrounding 
vegetation. 

The  other  members  of  the  family 
within  our  limits  are  the  slightly  lar- 
ger Am.  Eared  and  Horned  Grebes, 
species  whose  males  have  tufts  on 
sides  of  head,  and  occur  in  local  col- 
onies throughout  the  Great  Lake  re- 
gion and  the  West;  the  Western  and 
Holboell's  Grebes  of  the  Northwest 
and  Canada  plains,  much  larger  birds, 
and  last  and  least,  the  little  St.  Do- 
mingo Grebe  of  the  Rio  Grande  Val- 
ley in   Texas  and  southward. 

The  Grebes  have  a  habit  of  cover- 
ing their  eggs  with  rotting  vegetation 
when  leaving  them.  Some  contend 
that  Incubation  goes  on  apace  under 
this  cover;  others  deny  this  and  as- 
sert that  it  is  simply  for  concealment. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  a  well-estab- 
lished fact  that  the  eggs  of  the  two 
larger  Grebes  are  certainly  incubated 
from  the  time  the  first  one  is  deposit- 
ed, as  comparatively  fresh  eggs  of  the 
Western  Grebe  are  found  in  sets  con- 
taining eggs  so  badly  incubated  that 
they  can  hardly  be  saved. 

All   the  Grebes'  eggs  are  i)lain  blu- 


ish-white   in    color,    quickly    becoming 
much  stained. 

Articles  treating  the  Grebes  will  be 
found  in  Oologisfs  Vol.  V,  pp.  43,  122; 
Vol.  VI,  pp.  76,  168,  205;  Vol.  VII,  pp. 
45,  137,  183;  Vol.  VIII,  pp.  81,  186,  246; 
Vol.  IX,  pp.  5,  16.  177;  Vol.  X,  p.  226; 
Vol.  XII,  pp.  3.  22,  163;  Vol.  XVI,  pp. 
132;  Vol.  XIX,  pp.  4,  50;  Vol.  XX,  pp. 
9,  24;  Vol.  XXI,  p.  101;  Vol.  XXIII  p 
23;   Vol.  XXIV,  p.  87. 

Large  Sets  of  Least  Bittern. 

By  RICHARD  F.  MILLER. 

On  June  26,  1907,  Mr.  Richard  C. 
Harlow  and  I  had  a  "red  letter  day'^ 
with  the  Least  Bitterns  in  the  Port 
Richmond,  Pa.,  marsh;  not  that  we 
collected  many  of  their  eggs,  but  in 
the  large  sizes  of  the  sets  taken.  In 
less  than  an  hour  we  collected  four 
sets  of  six  and  one  of  seven,  the  only 
set  of  seven  probably  on  record. 

Sets  of  six  Least  Bittern's  eggs  have 
always  been  regarded  as  rare,  and 
neither  Davies'  or  Reed's  excellent 
books  mention  a  set  of  that  numher, 
but  a  set  of  seven  we  have  never 
heard  tell  of. 

Naturally,  we  felt  jubilant  over  our 
good  luck,  and  I  was  greatly  delighted 
and  exulted  over  my  take  of  seven, 
(for  I  found  it),  but  my  exultation 
turned  into  chagrin  as  the  water 
blower  cracked  the  first  and  second 
eggs  of  the  set.  Discarding  that  other- 
wise useful  assistance,  I  blew  the  eggs 
in  the  old  and  best  way  yet  discov- 
ered—with the  mouth.  I  have  the 
set  of  seven  straight,  and  even  if  two 
of  the  eggs  are  cracked  I  wouldn't 
part  with  that  set  for  "love  of  money." 
Nay,  nay.  Pauline!  for  sets  of  seven 
are  of  too  rare  an  occurrence  and  such 
strikes  only  happen  to  a  collector 
once  in  a  life-time. 

To  dispel  any  fears  entertained  by 
the  incrcdnlons  as  to  the  genuineness. 
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of  the  set  being  the  product  of  one 
bird,  it  is  only  necessary  to  mention 
that  the  eggs  are  all  of  the  same  uni- 
form shape  and  size,  which  precludes 
any  possibility  of  their  having  been 
laid   by  two  females. 

Least  Bitterns'  eggs  when  incu- 
bated— as  this  set  was — are  often  ex- 
ceedingly fragile  and  require  great 
care  to  blow  them,  hence  the  fate  of 
two  eggs  of  this  set,  as  the  water 
pressure  in  the  blower  was  too  great 
and  cracked  the  eggs. 

The  set  of  seven  and  the  two  sets 
of  six,  together  with  two  siiialler  sets, 
were  taken  within  a  radius  of  a  hun- 
dred feet  of  each  other,  from  a  small 
colony  of  birds  occupying  one  end  of 
the  mar.^h. 

The  honors  were  divided  between 
us  as  regards  the  sets  of  six  eggs, 
each  having  found  two  sets. 

On  one  nest  I  captured  the  male 
bird  that  remained  on  the  eggs  which 
he  was  brooding,  simulating  the 
rushes  so  closely  that  I  failed  to  de- 
tect him  until  I  was  within  two  feet 
of  the  nest. 

His  stujndity  or  maternal  love,  how- 
ever, cost  him  his  life,  for  he  was  cap- 
tured and  killed  ala  David  McCadden 
fashion — by  powerful  pressure  with 
thumb" aiui  fingers  on  the  ribs.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  sex,  as  Dick 
skinned  and  preserved  the  bird,  care- 
fully noting  the  presence  of  testes, 
which  is  indicative  of  the  male  bird 
sex. 

On  July  12.  1907,  I  collected  another 
set  of  six  eggs  in  the  marsh,  and  dur- 
ing previous  years  have  taken  two 
other  sets  of  that  number,  so  alto- 
gether I  have  found  five  sets  of  six, 
cuie  of  seven,  and  two  nests  contain- 
ing six  young. 

From  these  large  sets  I  am  becom- 
ing convinced  that  sets  of  six  eggs  of 
the  Least  Bittern  are  not  as  rare  as 
commonly  supposed  (in  this  locality 
at  least).  Although  not  mentioned  in 
most  works  on  ornithology,but  I  am 
positive  that  sets  of  seven  are  of  ex- 
tremely rare  occurrence. 

Hovvevp!-.  T  would  like  to  hear  from 


others  regarding  their  experiences 
with  sets  of  six  eggs,  to  learn  whether 
a  set  of  this  number  can  be  termed 
rare  or  common.  Perhaps  "ye  editor" 
can  shed  a  ray  of  light  on  the  sub- 
ject; anyhow,  let  us  hear  from  him 
and  others  concerning  large  Least 
Bitterns'  sets. 

RICHARD   F.   MILLER, 
Harrogate, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
iSeptemher  9,  1907. 

EDITOR'S    COLUMN. 


ERRATA 

By  an  error  of  your  printer  in  mak- 
ing up  the  form  the  two  tiems  below 
got  badly  mixed  up  in  our  last  issue. 

Apologies  are  due  to  Friends  Jacobs 
and  Norris. 


Prof.  W.  K.  Moorhead,  of  Phillips 
Academy,  Massachusetts,  announces 
that  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  ^Co.,  will  pub- 
lish his  long  expected  treatise  of  In- 
dian stone  implements,  "The  Stone 
Age.", 

The  scope  and  size  of  the  work  has 
evidently  increased  with  the  delay,  as 
he  now  asks  for  subscriptions  for  two 
volumes  of  500  pp.  each,  at  $5.00  per 
set. 


J.  Warren  Jacobs,  of  Waynesburg, 
Pa.,  has  made  a  special  study  of  bird 
colonization,  especially  the  Purple 
Martin,  and  has  issued  two  brochures 
on  the  subject.  He  now  sends  us  a 
neat  booklet  describing  these  birds 
and  their  habits,  and  incidentally 
showing  nine  styles  of  bird  houses  in 
attractive  designs,  that  he  is  ready  to 
furnish. 

Better  get  his  last  treatise  on  the 
subject,  which  he  mails  at  50  cents, 
and  see  what  you  can  do.  We  note 
with  regret  his  statement  that  ad- 
verse weather  conditions  have  caused 
his  colonies  to  shrink  one-half  since 
1904. 

E.   H.   SHORT. 
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Dartment  for  25  cents  per  25  words.  Notices  over  25  words  charged  at  the  rate  of  1-2  cent  for 
each  additional  word.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents.    Terms,  cash  with  order. 

Strictly  first-class  specimens  will  be  accepted  in  payment  at  1-3  list  rates. 


Vol.  XXVI.     No.  3.        ALBION,  N.  Y.,  MARCH,  1909. 


Whole  No.  260 


Take  Notice. 

Examine  the  number  following  your 
name  on  the  wrapper  of  this  month's 
Oologist.  It  denotes  when  your  sub- 
scription expired  or  will  expire. 

Remember    we     must     be    notified    if 
you    wish    paper    discontinued    and    all 
arrearages    must   be   paid. 
260  your  subscription  expires  with  this  issue 
269    "  "  "  "         Dec.  1909 

Intermediate  numbers  can  easily  be 
determined.  If  we  have  you  credited 
wrong   we  wish    to   rectify. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cembed  21,  1903,  at  the  post  ofBce,  at 
Albion.  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3,   1879. 

WANTED. -At  once,  copies  of    Oologist, 
Vol.  XIV   No.  5,   May  1  897;  and  XVI   No. 
Sept.  1899  one  or  more  copies.    Write  stating 
condition.    ERNEST  H.    SHORT,   .Manager 
Oologist,  Box  173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

FOR  EXCHANCJE.— Sets  A.  ().  U.  54,  30a,  .«, 
79, 120a,  126, 1K4,  187, 199.  Can  use  many  com- 
mon sets.  Address  ERNi::ST  H.  SHORT. 
Box  173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

WANTED.— Copies  of  Oologist  1HS7,  No.  23= 
1888,  No.  .'52;  IWt,  No.  42. 1890  No.  53;  1H97,  No's- 
130, 1  2.  137.  139.  140;  1899,  No.  1,5H.  What  have 
you.  and  what  can  you  use  ?  E.  H. "SHORT. 
Box  173,  Rochester.  N.  V. 

FOR  YOUR  DEN-Polished.  mounted 
steer  and  buffalo  horns.  Anti(iue  guns, 
pistols,  prehistoric  stone  relics,  Indian 
trappings,  old  crockery,  Filipino  weapons, 
Alaskan  curios,  elk  tusks.  Illustrated  list. 
6c.    N.  CARTEi;.  Elkhorn.  Wis. 

W.VNTED  TO  EXCH  A  N  (iE. -Common 
sets  for  same  from  other  parts  of  country. 
M.  A.  WHITK.  ]{.  F.  D.  8.  Box  3(iA.  Los 
Angeles.  ( 'alif. 

WANTED.  .\  full  authentic  set  of  .Mary- 
land Yellowtliroat  ((Jeothlypis  triclias 
trichas).  .Must  be  first  class  and  with  full 
data, and  uiKjuestionable  identity.  ROliERT 
H.  ROCKWELL.  1240  Downing  St.,  Denver, 
Colo. 


.\udubons  Home  in  Pennsylvania.  I  can 
furnish  a  set  of  5  interesting  piittures  of  above 
for  one  dollar.  THOS.  H.  JACKSON,  304  N. 
Franklin,  St..  West  Chester.  Penn. 

WANTED.— To  exchange  bird  skins  for 
others,  new  to  my  collecti(jn.  Send  list  and 
receive  mine.    C.  W.  Shaw,  Buckfield,  Me. 

W.\NTED.— Prices  on  second-hand  elec- 
trical and  ornithological  books.  I  have  a 
few  ornithological  magazines  and  several 
technical  bookstoexchange.  H.  E.  BISHOP. 
B.  £..  Sayre,  Pa. 

BIRD  Neighbors,  almost  new,  and  old  and 
foreign  coins  to  sell  or  exchange.  Bailey's 
Western  Birds  wanted.  '.  L.  PHILLIPS,  5 
\\'est  ^^'eir  St.,  Taunton,  Mass. 

WANTED.  —  Hamnierless  or  automatic 
shot  gun  in  first  class  cotidition.  Will  ex- 
change L'3  vols,  of  ethnology  and  first  class 
eggs  in  sets.  Write  for  list.  C.S.  RUTHER- 
FORD. Revere.  .Mo. 

W  ANTE  D  .—Skin  or  mounted  female 
peacock.  Can  use  in  Hesh  if  not  too  far  away. 
Must  be  in  good  plumage.  ERNEST  H. 
S H ORT,  Box  173,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Bllil)  C.MvDS.-Post  cards  illustrating 
four  iif  our  native  birds  in  natural  colors 
sent  prepaid  for  10c.  E.  A.  STONER.  (ireen- 
wood  Station,  Dcs  Moines,  Iowa. 

.Natural  history  specimenscollected.  Snuill 
mamm;il  skins  a  specialty.  (jEO.  D.  l^ECK. 
Tax.,  I'.ox  13,  R.  F.  D.  4.  Salem,  Ore. 

WILL  P.W  good  cash  price  for  Taxider- 
mist, vol.  1.  Nos.  10  and  12,  1^92  and  Wilson 
Bulhtin,  No.  8,  189(i.  N.  HOLLISTER,  Bio- 
lof.'irMl  Survey,  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  Wash- 
ingtoii.  1).  C. 

ro       K.X'Cll.VNOK.     Sets      or      singles      of 


5wainson  Hawk  and  White  Neck    Raven   for 
jomnion  singles.     II.  Y.  I'.EN EDICT,  Austin. 


S 

C( 

Texas 


I  have  an  elegantly  engraved  solid  gold 
watrli.  liunting  case  worth  $150.  Will  ex- 
change for  mounted  specimens,  bird  skins, 
curios  or  firearms.  .1.  R.  R.\LI'I1,511  So.7th 
St..  .Minneapolis,  Minn. 
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WANTED.— To  correspond  with  collectors 
of  Odonata  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Would 
like  to  exchange  dragon-Hies  of  eastern  New 
York,  all  correctly  determined,  for  named 
or  unnamed  specimens  of  western  American 
or  exotic  forms.  Damel-tiies,  Zygoptera,  of 
families  Calopterygidae  and  Agrionidae 
especially  desired.  t'H  AS.  P.  ALEXANDER. 
120  N.  Perry  St..  .Tohnstown.  N.  Y. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.-Nidologist  Vol.  II.  III. 
and  IV  complete  and  about  100  odd  numbers 
of  Vols.  I.  II.  Ill  and  IV.  Want  certain  odd 
numbers  of  lUilletin  Cooper  O,  Club. Condor. 
Osprey.  Nid,  Oologist.  Utica.  N.  Y.,  and  rare 
bird  books.  W.  LEE  CHAMBERS,  Santa 
Monica.  Cal. 

EXCHAN<iE.-Want  Swainson  Warbler 
and  other  southern  skins.  Offer  Crossbills, 
(irosbeaks.  and  other  northern  mnterial. 
W.  E.  SAUNDERS,  London,  Ont. 

WANTED.— Bird  skins,  egg  in  set.  Can 
offer  mounted  bird,  bird  skins,  eggs  in  sets 
and  some  singles.  Send  lists.  JESSp;  T. 
CRA  VEN.  811  Rooseyelt  Aye..  Detroit   Mich. 

EXCHAN(;E.— A  few  first  class  sets  af  761a, 
721a,  71*.  74i  and  a  lot  of  first  class  singles. 
Wan',  sets  of  Hi).  10(i.  120  or  skins.  S.  G. 
JEWETT.  5J1  Lexington  Aye..  Portland.  Ore. 

A  SENSIBLE  GIFT 

A  Globe.  Map  or  Atlas  is  most  practical. 
Will  afford  profit  and  pleasure  to  the  entire 
family  for  years.  Send  for  catalogue  and 
price  list.  Enclose  this  ad  with  5  two  cent 
stamps,  and  we  will  send  pocket  map  of 
Manhattan. 

RAND,  McNALLY  &  COMPANY, 

New  York  City. 

Perfection  Bird  Houses 


FOR   THE 

PURPLE 
MARTIN 

Wc  Build  Them. 


Twe  ;ty-five 
years'  experience 
in  the  siudy  of 
these  fine  birds, 
and  success  in 
their  colonization 
has  taug.t  us  the 
exact  require- 
ments   of    the 

House  Martins,  and  enables  us  to  construct 

ideal  boxes  for  their  use. 

Illustrated  booklet.  10c.  i.3t 

Jacobs  Bird  House  Co. 

WAYNESBURG,  PA. 
J.  WARREN  JACOBS,   Manager 


MINERALS,     CORALS,     CURIOS. 

I  am  just  issuing  a  new  list  of  particularly 
showy  material.  If  you  have  not  received  a 
copy  kindly  let  me  know. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Box  I  73.  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


BOOKS  FOR  THE  NATURALIST. 

North  American  Land  Birds,  Baird,  Brewer 
and  Ridgway.  New  edition,  3  vols.,  pub. 
price,  $10.00  My  special  price  with  Oologist, 
one  year,  both  prepaid 18.50 

Color  Key  to  North  American  Birds,  Chap- 
man. Pub.  price,  $2.50,  my  special  price  with 
Oologist  one  year,  both  prepaid $2.60 

North  American  Birds  Eggs,  Reed,  pub. 
price.  $'2.50.  special  with  Oologist  one  year, 
both  prepaid .  • $2.60 

Taxidermists  Manual,  Reed  (new)  prepaid 
$1.75,  special  with  Oologist,  one  year,  both 
prepaid |L90 

Guide  to  Wild  Flowers.  Reed,  leather,  75c.' 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid.   $1.00 

Birds  of  Maine.  Knight  (new)  $3.50.  Good 
for  New  England  and  Middle  States.  Ontario 
and  E.  Canada.  Special  with  Oologist  one 
year,  both  prepaid $3.60 

Familiar  Fish,  McCarthy,  pub.  price  $1.50. 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   $1.70 

Art  of  Taxidermy, Rowley,  pub.  price,  $2.00. 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid  $2.10 

Handbook  of  Birds  of  E.  North  America. 
('hai)nian.  $3.00,  special  with  Oologist  one 
year,  both  prepaid $3.16 

Nests  and  Eggs  of  N.  American  Birds, 
Davie,  last  edition, $2.00,  special  with  Oologist 
one  year,  both  prepaid $2.10 

Butterflies  and  Moths,  Holland,  two  vols, 
in  colors,  pub.  price,  $7.00.  special  with 
Oologist  one  year,  both  prepaid $7.20 

Trees  and  Their  Leaves,  Mathews  (new) 
illus..  pub.  price  $1. OS,  special  with  Oologist 
one  year,  both  prepaid $2.11 

The  Mammals,  Ingersoll,  illus.,  pub.  price, 
$2.20,  special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both 
prepaid $2.45 

Reptiles,  Ditmars,  illus.,  pub.  price  $4.00 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   $4.15 

Shells.  Rogers,  illus.,  pub.  price.  $4.00. 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid     .$4.15 

■■Penikese"  Personal  Memoirs  of  the 
Azassiz  Natural  History  Camp.  Paper,  25c., 
special  with  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   50c 

Standard  Catalogue  of  N.  American  Birds 
and  Eggs,  Lattin  and  Short,  paper,  25c., 
si>ecial  with  the  Oologist  one  year,  both  pre- 
paid   50c 

P.irds  of  W.  New  York,  Short;  2d  edition, 
paper,  25c..  special  with  Oologist  one  year, 
both  prepaid 50c 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT 

Box  173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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TREATMENT  .-Periodic  opthalmia, 
"Moon  blindness"  of  horses;  Actinomycasis, 
"Lump  jaw"  of  cattle,  one  dollar  per  bottle. 
Advice  bv  letter  on  any  animal  disease,  one 
dollar.  HAKRY  8.  SOWERS.  M.  D.  V.,  28- 
East  lUth  St..  Chicago.  111. 

WANTED.- 15endire"s  Life  Histories  of 
North  American  Birds.  2  vol.  I  will  give 
either  eggs  or  cash.  I  want  to  trade  eggs. 
Send  j-our  list  and  get  mine.  All  answered. 
RICHARD  PEREZ,  1222  S.  Alvarado  St., 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

F  ( )  R  E  X  C  H  A  N  G  E  .—Double-barrelled 
Hopkins  and  Allen  hammerless  12  gauge 
shotgun,  line  condition,  for  best  offer  sets 
with  data.  D.  SHE PARDSON,  1128  Hobart, 
Los  .\ngeles,  Cal. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.— Pair  new  roller  skates 
size  ti(),  made  by  Union  Hardware  Co.  Will 
exchange  for  eggs  or  Indian  relics.  DUDI^EY 
STONE.  Box  174.  Fayetteville.  Ark. 

World's  Greatest  Collectors'  Paper 

Ten  cents  for  three  months  for  the  oldest, 
largest  and  best  collectors'  monthly  for  all 
kinds  of  Hobbies:  Natural  History  and 
American  Historical  Discoveries:  Coins, 
Stamps, Curios,  Relics.  Photography,  Miner- 
als, Sciences,  Illustrated  Souvenir  Post 
Cards,  Rarities  and  New  Finds  for  all  Kinds 
of  Collectors.  Over  15.000  Ads.  past  two 
years. 

The  Philatelic  West  and  Collectors'  World 

Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 

Greatest  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Fifty 
cents  entitles  you  to  a  year's  subscription 
and  a  free  fifteen  word  exchange  notice  in  the 
largest  exchange  department  extant.  .Over 
3,(j(W  pages  in  last  two  years. 

This  Illustrated  100-Page  Monthly 

Was  established  in  1895,  and  has  the  largest 
circulation  of  any  collectors'  monthly  in  the 
world,  and  in  size  has  no  rival.  More  ads. 
in  the  WE-T  than  in  all  other  American  Col- 
lector monthlies  combined.  The  best-paying 
medium  for  advertisers.  Rates  sn;all,  re- 
sults large.  One  cent  a  wo-^d.  It  will  pay 
you  to  write  us  about  it.  OUR  MOTTO: 
The  best  and  lots  of  it."  Invest  ten  cents 
judiciouslj'  by  sending  it  to 

L,  T.  BRODSTONE,  Publisher- 
Superior,  Nebraska,  USA 


OOLOGISTS      ATTENTION!     box173 


I  am  about  to  issue  an  edition  of  the  litOo 
Lattin-Short  Standard  Catalogue  of  North 
American  Birds  and  Eggs  containing  an 
appendix  showing  changes  and  additions  to 
laOit.    Price  25c. 

Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  as  to 
changes  in  exchange  viilue  of  any  North 
American  eggs?  Now  is  the  time  to  hear 
from  you. 

Many  have  already  been  received  and  will 
be  given  due  consideration. 


TAXIDERMY 

Unexcelled  work  in  the  mounting  of  all 
kinds  of  specimens,  either  local  or  foreign. 
Nothing  too  ditticult. 

Special  attention  given  to  scientific  mount- 
ing of  specimens  and  groups  for  museums 
and  collections. 

MOINTED   AND   UNMOUNTED   G.\ME  He.\DS. 

Horns.  Antlers,  Skulls  and  Scalps.  Can 
furnish  nearly  anything  in  the  line  of  mount- 
ed or  unmounted  specimens.  State  your 
wants. 

GEORGE.  F.  GUELF, 

Brockport,  N.  Y. 

Proceedings   of  the  Wisconsin  Academy 
of  Sciences. 

Of  special  value  to  students  of  Archaeology 
and  Ethnology  containing  11  original  papers 
on  tilose  subjects  alone. 

(  iindltion  new. 

\'ol.  Ill  containing  "The  Ancient  Civiliza- 
tion of  Am;"  "Copper  tools  found  in  Wis;" 
and  22  other  titles. 

Vol.  IV.  Containing  10  titles  on  Natural 
Sciences  and  11  other  titles. 

\'ol.  V.  Containing  "The  Larger  Extinct 
Animals  of  Wis;"  "Crustacea  of  Wis;"  and 
11  other  titles  on  Natural  Science. 
Vol.  VI.  Containing  Willard's  "Migration 
and  Distribution  of  X.  Am.  Birds;''  and  6 
other  im])ortant  titles  on  Natural  Science. 

\'II.  Containing  "Spiders  of  N.  Am.;" 
"Reptilia  and  Batrachia  of  Wis.;'  etc. 

Vol.  VIII.  Containing  Barnes  "Key  to 
Mosses  of  N.  Am."  and  12  other  Natural 
Science  titles. 

Vol.  IX.  Containing  (J  papers  on  Natural 
Science. 

Vol.  X.  Containing  (irundtvig's  "Birds  of 
Outagamie  Co..  Wis.  with  Notes"  and  9  other 
Natural  Science  titles. 

Vol.  XI.  Containing  7  titles  on  Natural 
Science. 

Vol.  XII.  Containing  ;i  papers  on  Natural 
Science. 

Vol.  .MIL    Five  titles  on  Natural  Science. 

Vol.  XIV.  Containing  "Saskatchewan 
Birds"  by  Congdon.  and  a  Study  of  Bats  by 
Ward.  Eleven  other  titles  on  Natural 
Science. 

Vol.  XV.  Thirteen  titles  on  Natural 
Science. 

V.i  Vols,  in  18  parts.  ()821  pages  and  257 
plates.    Many  additional  cuts,  maps,  etc. 

I  offer  the  set  complete  for  .|l0  or  will  con- 
sider Exch.  for  anything  I  can  use. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 

Rochesier.  N.  Y 


ERNEST   H. 


Box   173. 


SHORT. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 


DATAS,  LABELS, 

Special  Printing  for 

:naturalists 

I  am  now  prepared  to  «|uote  lowest  possi- 
ble price  on  printed  dates,  labels,  tags.  etc. 

Siiecial  attention  to  Scientilic  Work.     Half 
Tones  furnished  if  desired. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 


p,ox  17:1 


Rochester,  N.  Y. 


THlli  OOLOGIST. 

Camps  and  Cruises  of  an  Ornithologist. 

CHAPMAN,  1908. 

Cloth  bound.     Cover  in  colors.     432  pp.,  fully  indexed. 

This  is  Mr.  F.  M.  Chapman's  own  narrative  of  his  60,000  miles  of 
travel  covering  eight  years  and  illustrated  with  250  personal  photos  taken 
in  situ  and  surpassing  in  value  any  series  of  their  kind. 

The  introductory  chapter  on  cameras  and  blinds  for  bird  work  is 
worth  the  price  of  the  work  to  one  wishing  to  engage  in  bird  photography. 

Publishers  price,  prepaid,  $3.28. 

1  offer  this  book  with  the  Oologist  one  year,  both  prepaid,  for  ;&3.io. 
Box    173  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,      Rochester,  N.  Y. 


AN  yiSUAL  AND  EXTRAORDINARY  OPPORTONITY 


FREE 


%  Baroatto  Diamond  Ring 


SAMPLE     OFFER 

15    DAYS    ONLY 

P.eautiful.    Bright.  Spark- 
ling, Famous 


Ladies'  Or  Gent's 


Approximates  genuine  in  brilliancy,  detec- 
tion almost  batfles  experts,  fills  every  re- 
quirement oi  the  most  exacting,  pleases  the 
most  fastidious,  at  only  one-thirtieth  the  cost 
of  the  real  diamond.  As  a  means  of  intro- 
ducing this  marvelous  and  scintillating  gem, 
and  securing  as  many  new  friends  as  quickly 
as  possible,  we  are  making  a  special  induce- 
ment for  the  new  year.  We  want  you  to 
wear  this  beautiful  ring,  this  masterpiece  of 
man's  handicraft,  this  simulation  that 
sparkles  with  all  the  beauty,  and  flashes 
with  all  the  fire  of  A  GENUINE  DIAMOND 
of  the  first  water.  We  want  you  to  show  it 
to  your  friends  and  take  orders  for  us,  as  it 
sells  itself-sells  at  sight—  and  makes  lOO  per 
cent  profit  for  you,  absolutely  without  effort 
on  your  part 

We  want  good,  honest  representatives 
everywhere,  in  every  locality,  city  or 
country,  in  fact,  in  every  country  throughout 
the  world,  both  men  and  women,  who  will 
not  sell  or  pawn  the  Barnatto  Simulation 
Diamonds  under  the  pretense  that  they  are 
Genume(;cms.  If  you  want  to  wear  a  simu- 
lation diamond,  to  the  ordinary  observer 
almost  like  unto  a  gem  of  the  purest  ray 
serene,  a  fitting  substitute  for  the  genuine; 
or  ,if  you  want  to  make  money,  don't  wait- 
ACl  TODAY,  ;is  this  advertisement  may 
not  appear,  nor  this  unusual  and  extraor- 
dinary opportunity  occur  again.  Fill  out 
the  coupon  below  and  send  at  once-first 
come,  first  served. 


The  Barnatto  Diamond  Co., 

(iirard  Bldg.,  Chicago. 

Write  here  name  of  paper  in  which  you 
saw  this  ad. 

Sirs:— Please  send  Free  Sample  Offer 
Ring.  Earrings,  Stud  or  Scarf  (Stick)  Pin 
catalogue. 
Name  _ 


li.  F.  U.  li.  No 

Town  or  City 

P.  O.  Box State 


Street 


FOR  EXCHANGE.-Sets  of  fine  western 
eggs  for  eastern  or  foreign  eggs.  A.  B.GARD. 
Cotati.  Calif. 

FOR  SALE. -Two  Moose  heads,  well 
mounted,  one  with  27  points.  50  inches  ex- 
panse, the  other  21  points.  35  inches  expanse. 
J.  E.  KEAYS,  London,  Ont.,  Can. 

HAND   BLOW   PIPE. 

For  blowing  all  fresh  and  incubated  eggs 
Can  be  used  without  water  blower.  Saves 
time  and  breath.  Sent  post  paid  with  printed 
instructions  for  using  for  $1  00. 


DOCTOR  M. 
457  Green  St., 


T.  CLECKLEY. 

Auguata.  Ga. 


FOR  SALE  VERY  CHEAP. 

Birds'  eggs  from  P^urope.  Canada.  Mexico, 
etc..  in  choice  cabinet  sets  with  full  and 
accurate  data.  2c.  cent  stamp  for  lists. 
Satisfaction  a  pleasure. 

OR.  M.  T.  CLECKLEY, 

574  Green  St.,  Augusta,  Ga. 

CABINET  TRAYS 

The  most  convenient  medium  ever  used  to 
hold  specimens  of  shells,  minerals  or  eggs- 
New  stock  in  white  Board.  Covered  in  white, 
brown  or  green  as  desired. 
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LOONS. 

Following  the  nomenclature  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  we  find  next  after  the  Grebes, 
treated  briefly  in  our  last  issue,  the 
Loons.  They  are  closely  allied  to  the 
Grebes  having  their  legs  set  way  back 
by  their  tail  making  them  exceeding- 
ly awkward  travelers  on  land  though 
the  most  expert  of  swimmers  and  div- 


ers. They  differ  from  the  Grebes  in 
their  greater  size  and  in  having  no 
lobes  on  the  toe  webs.  From  the  next 
following  groups,  the  Auks,  they  dif- 
fer in  structure  by  having  4  toes.  The 
Auks  have  only  three  toes. 

Of  the  five  N.  Am.  Loons  two  are 
Western  species,  the  Yellow-'billed 
and  Pacific;  two  are  small  species  of 
nearly  circumpolar  distribution  while 
the  type  only;  nests  within  the  United 
States  occurring  from  Gt.  Lakes  east 
to  Maine  and  northward. 

The  plumage  varies  according  to 
the  season.  In  full  spring  and  sum- 
mer dress  the  Loon  is  black  above 
with  blackish  throat.  Balance  of  under 
parts  white.  White  dots  and  streaks 
on  throat  and  back.  Beak  hlack,  long, 
stout  and  sharp.  In  winter  all  colors 
are  grayer  and  markings  less  distinct. 

They  frequent  the  smaller  lakes  or 
the  neighborhood  of  islands  along  the 
Great  Lakes.  Their  wings  are  short 
for  the  bird's  weight  and  it  requires  a 
great  amount  of  flapping  to  raise  them 
in  full  flight  hence  they  are  averse  to 
leaving  the  water.  They  can  swim 
under  water  for  long  distances  and 
dive  at  the  flash  of  a  gun.  The  cry  is 
oftenest  heard  in  the  early  night  and 
is  lound  and  weird,  its  affect  heighten- 
ed by  the  hour  and  the  solitudes  they 
frequent. 

The  nest  is  built  close  to  tho  water, 
preferably  on  an  islet  and  usualy  in 
growth  of  flags,  etc.  The  hird  soon 
wears  a  distinct  trail  to  it  when  wad- 
dling to  and  from  the  water. 

It  consists  mainly  of  flag  stalks  and 
sedge  sod  arranged  around  a  hollow 
in  soil,  sometimes  hardly  anything 
but   the    depression    and   again    quite 
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bulky,  or  it  may  be  a  depression  on 
top  of  a  musk-rat  house  or  heap  of  drift 
rubbish. 

In  breeding  season  only  one  pair  is 
apt  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity  as  they 
appear  to  be  exclusive  in  this  respect. 
The  eggs  of  all  the  Loons  are 
among  the  most  showy  of  Birds  Eggs. 
The  ground  color  is  olive  brown  vary- 
ing in  degree  and  they  are  more  or 
less  spotted  with  black,  lighter  speci- 
mens often  showing  helitrope  shell 
marks.  Full  sets  are  almost  invaria- 
bly two.  I  have  heard  it  said  that 
three  have  been  found  but  have  never 
seen  such  a  set.  The  eggs  vary  in 
size  with  the  species.  Shape  elongate 
ovate  normally.  Have  seen  pyriform 
specimens. 

Common  Loon,  wing  spread  aver- 
age 15  inches,  eggs  3.58  x  2.27  in. 

Often  called  Gt.  Northern  Diver  and 
locally,  Call-up-a-storm  or  Laughing 
Bird. 

Yellowibilled  Loon  of  Nor.  Pacific 
is  a  slightly  larger  bird.  Eggs  simi- 
lar but  averaging  larger.  Known  as 
White-billed  Diver. 

Black-throated  Loon  only  migrant 
in  United  States.  Smaller  wing 
spread  about  liy2  in.  Head  grayish 
on  back  of  neck.  Eggs  average  3.20  x 
2.05  in.,  and  so  far  as  my  observation 
goes  they  are  inclined  to  run  darker 
in  ground  color  than  the  other  Loons. 
Known  as  Black-throated  Diver. 

The  Pacific  Loon  of  Western  coast 
is  similar.  Eggs  average  still  small- 
er, about  3.08  x  1.90. 

The  Red-throated  Loon  is  the  small- 
est, wing  about  10  1-2  in.,  and  throat 
shows  chestnut,  more  or  less  accord- 
ing to  season,  in  males;  pure  white 
in  females  and  young.  Eggs  average 
2.86  by  1.80  in.  Known  as  Red-throat- 
ed Diver.  Migrant  only  in  United 
States. 

Articles  treating  of  the  Loons  will 
be  found  in  Oologist  as  follows:     Vol. 


IV.,  79;  Vol.  V,  105;  Vol.  VIII,  81;  Vol. 
IX,  103,  148,  164,  217;  Vol.  X,  171,  229; 
Vol.  XI,  283,  359,  364;  Vol.  XII,  188; 
Vol.  XVII,  103,  150;  Vol.  XIX,  5,  49, 
104;  Vol.  XX,  24;  Vol.  XXI,  60. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 


Some    Notes   from    Michigan. 


While  strolling  in  the  woods  Sat- 
urday afternoon,  Nov.  7th,  1891,  I  met 
some  boys  who  knew  that  I  was  in- 
terested in  birds  and  their  eggs,  who 
said  they  had  a  curious  egg.  Thrust- 
ing his  hand  into  his  pocket,  one  of 
them  produced  an  egg  of  the  Cow- 
bird  (broken,  of  course,)  perfectlj^ 
fresh.  The  yolk  was  fresh  and  of  a 
bright  yellow;  the  white  of  the  egg 
was  in  good  condition.  It  had  no  odor 
except  that  common  to  eggs.  They 
said  the  egg  was  warm  when  they 
found  it.  Have  any  of  the  readers 
ever  heard  of  a  Cow-ibird  laying  eggs 
in  Michigan,  or  any  place  so  far  north, 
in  November?  Can  anyone  give  an 
explanation? 

While  passing  through  a  field  on 
May  2nd,  1891,  I  noticed  a  bird  a  lit- 
tle larger  than,a  Sparrow,  which  ap- 
peared very  uneasy  about  something. 
I  looked  for  the  nest  and  for  the  cause 
of  her  uneasiness,  but  found  nothing. 
It  was  a  brownish  gray,  with  black 
throat  and  black  stripe  along  the  side 
of  the  head.  It  kept  to  the  ground 
and  would  only  fly  a  short  distance. 
It  ran  and  hopped  at  intervals.  When 
flying  it  spread  its  tail.  The  two  or 
three  outer  tail  feathers  were  black 
and  the  rest  brownish  gray;  legs 
rather  long.    What  was  it? 

On  June  18th,  1891,  I  found  quite  a 
curiosity  in  the  way  of  a  set  of  Black- 
bird's eggs.  They  were  Red-winged 
Blackbird's;  nest  in  a  bush  over  wa- 
ter in  a  marsh;  the  first  was  exceed- 
ingly large,  markings  as  usual;  the 
second   was  of   an  average  type;   the 
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third  was  about  one-half  inch  in  dianir 
eter,  without  the  marl^ings  in  the 
usual  nuni'ber,  they  'being  few  and 
faint.  This  last  was  perfectly  round 
and  spherical. 

On  July  13th,  1891,  I  found  a  nest 
about  eleven  feet  from  the  ground,  on 
the  horizontal  limb  of  a  small  oak, 
and  about  ten  feet  from  the  river. 
The  nest  was  very  neat,  resembling 
a  Robin's,  but  lacking  the  bits  of  rag, 
etc.,  and  the  mud.  The  bird  on  the 
nest  was  about  the  size  of  the  Robin, 
and  resembled  a  Wood  Thrush,  ex- 
cept in  having  brownish-black"  spots 
on  the  breast,  tail  slightly  shorter, 
and  there  was  some  peculiarity  in  the 
appearance  of  the  cheeks  which  I 
cannot  accurately  describe.  The  eggs 
were  three  in  number;  about  the  size 
of,  perhaps  a  little  larger,  than  the 
Robin's,  but  having  a  greenish  tinge, 
reminding  one  of  a  Cat^bird's.  Of 
what  species  was  it? 

The  game  law  has  done  much  to 
make  Quail  tame  in  Michigan.  Last 
night  I  saw  about  13  of  them  in  our 
back  yard,  at  No.  55  No.  Union  street, 
in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids.  They 
were  very  tame  and  allowed  me  to  ap- 
proach within  about  15  feet  of  them 
before  taking  flight.  But  as  the  Quail 
season,  under  the  Act  of  1891,  is  now 
open,  I  i)resume  that  this  handsome 
game  bird  will  soon  become  moi'e 
shy. 

Grand  Rajiids,  Mich,  Nov.  10,  1891. 
R.  G.  FITCH. 


We  have  lately  come  across  this; 
undoubtedly  the  last  contribution  of 
that  enthusiastic  ornithologist,  Roy 
G.  Fitch,  before  the  untimely  acci- 
dent that  cut  short  a  career  of  great 
promise. — (Editor.) 

The    Birds   of   a   City    Yard. 


A  list  of  birds  observed  in  a  60- 
foot  lot,  in  the  residence  district  of 
Springfield,  Illinois,  between   the  first 


of    December,    1907,    and    the    first    of 
September,  1908: 

1.  Mourning  Dove.  Occasionally 
heard  in  the  summer. 

2.  Screech  Owl.  Heard  on  two  ev- 
enings   during   t)he    summer. 

3.  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo.  Not  un- 
common among  the  shade  trees  and 
ihas  been  seen  in  the  yard.  First  heard 
May  14th. 

4  Downy  Woodpecker.  A  frequent 
visitor  to  the  premises. 

5.  Red-headed  Woodpecker.  Pres- 
ent almost  every  day  during  the  sum- 
mer. 

6.  Flicker.  Not  so  common  at  last. 
They  occasionally  bathe  in  a  pan  of 
water  near  the  pump. 

7.  Chimney  Swift.  First  seen  Apr. 
22nd.  May  be  seen  almost  any  sum- 
mer evening. 

S.  Rulby-throated  HimTmingbird.i 
Appeared  on  several  occasions,  among 
the  flowers. 

9.  Blue  Jay.  Common  in  the  gar- 
den and  shade  trees,  where  one  pair 
nested. 

10.  Baltimore  Oriole.  A  not  infre- 
quent visitor.  A  pair  observed  feed- 
ing their  young,  in  the  garden,  on 
June  29th. 

11.  Bronzed  Grackle.  First  spring 
arrival  noted  March  1st.  About  Aug. 
20th  the  Grackles  appeared  in  large 
flocks,  assembling  for  the  fall  migra- 
tion. 

12.  American  Goldfinch.  One  was 
seen  in  the  garden,  late  in  the  sum- 
mer. 

13.  White-throated  Sparrow.  A 
single  individual  visited  us  early  in 
the  morning,  for  several  successive 
days,  during  the  first  part  of  spring. 
He  rummaged  about  on  the  ground, 
pausing  frequently  to  whistle  his  lim- 
pid ''peabody"  song. 

14.  Tree  Sparrow.  Seen  in  the 
yard  but  rarely,  during  the  winter. 

1."..     Slate-colored  Junco.     Appeared 
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several    times,    usually     in      company 
with  the  tree  sparrows. 

16.  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak.  Com- 
mon, though  not  much  in  evidence. 
On  June  29th,  a  full-fledged  family 
was  found  in  the  garden  eating  the 
tender  peas  from  the  pods. 

17.  Purple  Martin.  Two  or  three 
individuals  were  seen  in  fligflit. 

18.  Yellow  Warbler.  One  in  peach 
trees  on   June  29th. 

19.  Ovenbird.  One  in  garden  on 
May  10th,  but  it  did  not  appear  again. 

20.  Northern  Yellow-throat.  One 
individual   appeared   on  -May   lltih. 

21.  American  Redstart.  One  ob- 
served May  11th,  in  fruit  trees. 

22.  Catbird.  Common,  but  arrived 
very  late.  First  observed  on  10th  of 
May. 

23.  Brown  Thrasher.  Common, 
singing  lustily  early  in  the  morning. 
A  pair  fed  their  young  in  the  garden. 

24.  House  Wren.  First  arrived 
April  19th.  One  pair  reared  a  brood 
in  a  ibird  ibox  on  the  grape  arbor. 
They  left  the  nest  July  2nd,  able  to 
fly  remarkaibly  well. 

25.  Tufted  Titmouse.  Occasional 
winter  visitor.  For  a  week  or  more 
in  the  late  winter,  a  titmouse  whistled 
his  loud  clear  notes  every  morning 
before  sunrise. 

26.  Chickadee.  Only  one  was  not- 
ed during  the  winter,  though  doubt- 
less others  were  present. 

27.  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet:  Ob- 
served in  plum  trees  during  siprlng 
migration. 

28.  Am.  Robin.  Very  common. 
One  pair  nested  in  shade  trees.  Oth- 
ers brought  their  young  to  garden 
to  feed. 

29.  Bluebird.  One  heard  March 
1st;  the  first  arrival  and  the  only 
one  observed.  In  former  years  they 
nested  in  the  (bird  'boxes. 

30.  English  Sparrow.  Always  pres- 
ent. 

A.  D.  DU  BOIS. 


Long    Island   Notes. 


For  the  past  ten  years  I  have  made 
my  home  at  Greenport,  New  York; 
about  10  miles  west  of  Orient  pointy 
the  jumping  off  place  on  the  north 
side  of  Long  Island.  During  that  time 
I  have  ibeen  able  to  give  more  or  less 
of  my  time  to  the  study  of  Birds  and 
their  habits. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  the 
birds  in  the  list  given  below  were  re- 
corded within  a  radius  of  5  miles  from 
Greenport. 

The  Wilson's  Petrel  was  seen  In  the 
middle  of  L.  I.  Sound  directly  north  of 
my  home,  hut  several  miles  from 
shore.  This  ibird  I  ibelieve  is  of  rare 
occurance  in  this  locality  and  I  have 
but  the  one  record. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  deter- 
mine the  Starling  is  a  new  arrival  in 
this  locality,  a  friend  having  first  lo- 
cated them  near  Orient,  L.  I.,  in  May 
1907.  Since  then  there  has  been  oc- 
casionally one  or  two  seen  in  that 
vicinity.  I  have  but  two  records  of 
them  myself  both  in  1907. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May,  1906,  sev- 
eral  Turkey  Vultures     appeared     be- 
tween this   place   and  Orient  and  re-^ 
mained  for  about  two  weeks. 
A.  O.  U.  No. 

2  Holboell's  Grebe. 

3  Horned  Grehe. 

6  Pied-billed  Grebe. 

7  Loon. 

11     Red-throated  Loon. 
44     Glacous  Gull. 
47     Great  Black-^backed  Gull. 
51       Am.  Herring  Gull. 
58     Laughing  Gull. 
70     Common  Tern. 
109     Wilson's  Petrel. 

129  American  Merganser. 

130  RedJbreasted  Merganser. 

131  Hooded  Merganser. 
133     Black  Duck. 

146     Redhead. 

148  American  Scaup  Duck. 

149  Lesser  Scaup  Duck. 

151  American  Goldeneye. 

152  Barrows  Goldeneye. 
154     Old   Squaw. 
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IMPORTANT ! 

I  have  the  following  left  from  offers  in  last 
Oologist: 

While  they  last,  or  until 
April  15th,  Only,  you  can 
have  anything  offered  on 
the  following  pa^es  at 

One-half  ( 1-2  )  Price 

This  offer  holds  ^ood 
whether  order  amounts  to 
30  cents  or  $100.00. 

Order  quick.     Will  Ship 
Cheapest  Way. 

Address  plainly, 

FRANK  H.  LATTIN, 

ALBION,  N.  Y. 

''Clearance  Sale"  of  Frank  H .  lAiftin,  M.  D.,  Albion,  .V.   )  . 
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Howell,  Abstract  of  Proceedings  of 
Linnsean  Society  of  New  York  for 
Year  ending  March,  '92,  8p 25 

Lattin  &  Short,  The  Oologists'  Hand- 
book, 1905,   6'5p 25 

,    The    Standard      Catalogue    of 

North  American  Birds'  Eggs,  1896, 
(25)    74p 10 

Lawrence,  A  Few  Birds  of  Guadalupe, 

inica  with  notes  and  observations. 

22p 25 

Leverkuhn,  Fremde  Eier  in  Neste,  214 
p " 75 

Linton,   Avian   Entozoa,   32p,    4pl       25 

Louck's  Life  History  and  Distribution 
of  the  Prohonotary  Warbler  in  Ills., 
15 

Merriam,  Report  of  Ornithologist  and 
Mammalogist  of  U.  S.  for  '87.  56p. 
also  contains  Fisher's  Food  of 
Hawks  and  Owls;"  "experiments  in 
Poisoning,"  and  aBiley's  Trip  thro' 
Minn,    and   Dak 4'5 

Norris,  Consistency  of  the  A.  O.  U. 
Com.  on   Bird   Protection,  lOp.       35 

Palmer,  T.  S.,  Bird  Day  in  Schools, 
4p 10 

Palmer,  Legislation  for  the  Protection 
of  Birds,  94p 45 

Ramsey,  Australian  Diurnal  Birds  of 
Prey,    64p 75 

Ridgway,  Directions  for  Collecting 
Birds,   28p    .  .  .  .' 35 

Surface,  Birds  Around  the  Farm — 
Bird  Houses  and  Nesting  Sites,  ills, 
12p    25 

Short,  Birds  of  Western  York,  21p,  2d 
ed.  ''96    10 

Schufeldt,  Taxidermal  Methods  of 
Lcyden  Museum,  8p,  Gpl 35 

A.  O.  U. — Officers,  Committees  and 
members  with  addressed  1906-7.  24p. 
$     25 

AGASSIZ  ASSN.— Proceedings  of  1st 
Convention,  Phila.,  "84.  84p.,  with 
others  contains  "Three  Days  on 
Great  Salt  Lake"  and  "The  Blue- 
bird."     $     45 

CROWLEY  (Surrey,  Eng.)  cat.  of 
Oological  Collection  S  vo.,  96p.  '83. 
$     50 

DODGE — "Birds  and  Bird-Laws"  also 
West,  "Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Aqua- 
ria."    40p.      '60    $     35 
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HOLDER.      TAXIDERMY— Directions 
•     for  collecting  and  preserving  speci- 
mens in  Ornithology,     8p.,  5  pL,  '61. 
$     35 

HUNTERS   AND   TRAPPERS   GUIDE 

— By  an  old  Hunter.     Sip.;   ills 

$     15 

KANSAS  ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCE— 
Transactions  Vol.  X,  '85-'86.  156p. 
Contains  "Discovery  of  a  Fossil 
Bird-Track  in  the  Dakota  Sand- 
stone." Ills,  by  F.  H.  Snow,  etc. 
$     75 

do.  Vol.  XI,  '87-'88.  130p. 

Among  others  it  contains  5  or  6  pa- 
pers on  Birds  by  N.  S.  Goss.$     1  00 

MENKE,  Birds  of  Finney  Co.,  Kans., 
8p.      '94    $     50 

NORRIS— Catalogue  of  Oological  Col- 
lection.    Phila.,   '94.     36p $     35 

Ornithologists  Association  Constitu- 
tion  and  By-Laws;    '91;    lOp. ..$     15 

ROWLEY,  "The  Egg  of  ^pyornis 
Maximus  the  Colossal  Bird  of  Mada- 
gascar," '64,  16p.;  also  an  original 
descriptive  hand-bill  offering  an  egg 
of  the  Moa  for  sale  at  Steven's  auc- 
tion rooms,  Covent  Garden,  Nov. 
24th,    '65    $     50 

Samuels,  E.  A.,  "Value  of  Birds  on  the 
Farm."     Sp $     25 

"Mammalogy  and  Ornitholo- 
gy of  New  England."  24p $     50 

Schutze,  The  Summer  Birds  of  Cen- 
tral Texas;   ills.;    '02  26p $     50 

Stoate  (Bridgewater,  Eng.)  Catalogue 
of  Oological  Collection  '84;  164p., 
with  Gray's  Hand  List  and  British 
Museum    Catalogue    $     75 

Western  N.  Y.  Naturalists  Association 
Constitution  and  By-Laws.  '  91;  4p. 
$     15 

PUBLICATIONS. 

"Wisconsin  Naturalist,"  Vol.  I,  '90, 
complete    1  00 

"Ornithologist  and  Oologist,"  the  good 
old  "O.  &  O."  of  Rockville  and  Nor- 
wich, Conn.;  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  and 
Boston,  Mass.  Lattin  first  subscrib- 
ed when  it  was  published  as  the 
"Oologist,"  at  Utica,  N.  Y.: 
Vol.  XV,  '90,  complete,  unb.  .  1  00 
Vol.  XVI.  '91,  complete,  unb  1  00 

Vol.'xvi,  '91.  bound  text  only. . .   1  CO 


Also  the   following  lot  in    five    Ship- 
man's  patent  bindings: 
Vol.  VI,  No.  1;   Vol.  VII,  1.  2,  4-11; 
Vol.  VIII,  1,  7,  8;   Vol.  IX,  1,  3.  4,  6, 

12;  X  complete;  XI,  1-5,  7-12;  XII,  1-9, 
11,  12;  XIII  complete;  XIV,  1-4,  6- 
12;  XV  complete;  XVI  complete; 
XVII  complete;  XVIII  1,  2,  5-10.  En- 
tire lot  of  125  Nos.,  only 10  00 

Can  also  furnish  the  following  odd 
numbers.  Write  wants: 
IX,  1,  3,  9;  X,  1  to  7,  12;  XI,  8,  10; 
XII,  3,  4,  5,  6,  9,  11,  12;  XIII,  2  to  8, 
11;  XIV,  8,  9,  12;  XV,  2,  4,  7,  8,  9, 
11,  12;  XVI,  1  to  9,  12;  XVII,  1  to  9; 
XVIII,  1,  2,  7. 

"Natural  -Science  News,"  60  copies, 
(only  66  issued)  of  Vol.  I  and  II,  all 
different 90 

"American  Naturalist" — Each  volume 
contains  3  or  4  leading  articles  and 
25  to  35  shorter  notes  on  ornithol- 
ogy; several  plates;  135  cuts;  800pp. 
Allen,  Baird  Cooper,  Cones,  Gill, 
Lawrence  are  among  the  contribu- 
tors: 

Vol.  IV,  1870;  Vol.  V,  1S71,  .bound,  per 
vol 2  50 

1869 — 11  copies  (lacks  July  issue)  un- 
bound, contains  several  valuable  or- 
thological  papers,  as  J.  A.  Allen's 
"Rarer  Massachusetts  Birds,"  J.  G. 
Cooper's  "Fauna  of  Montana,"  etc., 
etc 2  50 

"Nature",  Vols.  XXXI  to  XXXIV  un- 
bound, cost  $12 3  75 

"Popular  Science  Monthly,"  Apple- 
ton's,  about  150  copies  from  1872 
to  1900,  at  least  12  complete  vol- 
umes; entire  lot  only 10  00 

Hardwicke's  "Science  Gossip,"  an  Il- 
lustrated. Medium  of  Interchange 
and  Gossip  for  Students  and  Lovers 
of  Nature;  each  year  is  bound  and 
contains  about  30Op  and  200fig,  and 
is  of  much  value  to  all  Students  of 
the  Natural  Sciences.  I  can  furnish 
the  vols,  for  the  following  years: 
'72,  '73,  '81,  '83,  '8'5,  '86  and  '93,  pub. 
price  per  vol.  $1.50 85 

"The  Observer,"  Out  Door  World.  Vol. 
VI,  1895,  Ornithology,  Entomology, 
Botany,  Conchology,  Bif)lo!z;y,  Geol- 
ogy and  Miscroscopy,  384  p,  ills, 
bound 60 
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"Nature  and  Ait,"  a  series  of  inter- 
esting articles  on  Natural  History 
and  various  Works  of  Art.  Illustrat- 
ed with  chromo  and  photo-litho- 
graphs, etc.,  2  vols,  in  -,  Royal  Svo, 
cloth,  gilt,  binding  loose 1  35 

NATURAL   HISTORY. 

Wood,  Insects  Abroad,  being  a  popu- 
lar account  of  Insects,  their  struc- 
ture, habits  and  transformation,  ill. 
800,    ($2.00)    1  OO 

Coleman,  British  Butterflies,  with  col. 

ills,    12mo.,    (1.50) 90 

Tutt,    British    Moths,   ills,   in    col.,,    12 

mo.,     ($1.50) 85 

Wood,   The  Common     Objects  of  the 

Sea-shore,    12   mo 35 

White,  The  Natural  History  of  Sel- 
bourne  with  notes  and  many  Ills.,  6 
in  cols.,  Svo.  This  is  the  elegant 
$2.50  presentation  edition  and  is 
less  than  at  one-half  publisher's 
price,  viz 1  10 

Do.,   do.,   do.,  $1.25   edition 45 

Figiuer,  Earth  and  Sea,  by  Adams, 
716p,   260  ills,    ($6.0'0)    2  10 

Proctor,  Essays  on  Astronomy;  A  Ser- 
ies  of   Papers   on   Planets   and   Me- 
teors.    The   Sun   and   Sun-surround- 
ing Space,  Stars  and  Star  Cloudlets, 
402p   ($3.00)    90 

New  York  Natural  History  Survey: 
I  have  concluded  to  break  a  set  of 
this  rare  and  elaborate  W'Ork  and  of- 
fer at  the  following  very  reasonable 

rates : 

DeKay,  Mollusca  and  'Crustacea  of 
New    York,    4to,    355p,    53    col.    pi. 

(411    col.    fig) 2  40 

Reptiles  and     Fishes     of     New 

York,  2  vols.,  4to,  524p,  102pl.   3  90 

Emmons,  Insects  of  New  York,  4to, 
32fip,  47  col.  pi.,  hundreds  of  color- 
ed   figures 3  90 

Torrey,  Flora  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  Full  description  of  all  the  indi- 
genous and  naturalized  plants  hith- 
erto discovered  in  the  state;  with 
remarks  on  their     economical     aad 

medicinal  properties.  2  vols.,  4to, 
1072p,  ICOpl 6  40 

Hall,  Palaeontology  of  New  York,  Vol. 
I.  Organic  RemninH  of  Lower  Divis- 
ion of  'N.  Y.  System.  (Lower  Silur- 
ian)   4to,  3Clp,  lOOpl,  536  fig..   6  10 


do.,  do.,  Vol.  II,  Organic  Re- 
mains of  Low'er  Middle  Division. 
(Middle  Silurian)  4to,  370p,  104pl,  510- 

fig 6  10 

do.,  do..  Vol.  Ill,  Fossils  of  Low- 
er Helderberg  Group  and  Oriskany 
Sandstone,    2    vols.,    4to,    531p,   ills., 

120    pi 6  40 

do.,   do..  Vol.  IV,   Pt.  1,  Fossils 

(Brachipoda)  of  Upper  Helderberg 
Hamilton,  Chemung  and  Portage 
Groups,  424p,  63pl,  over  lOOO  fig... 
,.   3  00 

Emmons,  Geology  of  Northern  New 
York,  447p.,  17pl.,  (9  col.)  116  ills.. 

1  80 

Hall,  Geology  of  W^estern  New  York, 

4to,  705p,  col.  map,   54pl 2  40 

Mather,  Geology  of  Eastern  New  York 
and  Long  Island,   4to,   70'8p,   4'6  col. 

pi.   and  mps,  35  ills 1  80 

Vanuxem.  Geology    of     Central     New 

York,  4to,  306p,  SO  ills 1  80 

Beck,    Mineralogy    of    New   York    4to, 

o60p,  Spl.  33  tables,  533  fig 1  20 

Emmons,  Agriculture  of  New  York; 
comprising  an  account  of  the  clas- 
sification, composition  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  Soils  and  Rocks,  and  the 
Natural  Waters  of  the  Different 
Geological  Formations,  together 
with  a  condensed  view  of  the  cli- 
mate and  the  Agricultural  produc- 
tions ,  of  the    State,   4to,   372p,    22pl, 

and  33  fig 1  10 

Do.,  do.,  do.  This  volume  is  devoted 
mainly  to  the  composition  of  the  in- 
organic parts  of  vegetables  ,4to,  394 

p.  42  col.  pi., 90 

Do.,    do..    Fruits  "Vif   the    State,    4to,    2 

vols.,   340p,   100  col.    pi 1  40 

Jardine's  (Sir  William)  Naturalist's 
Library.  Post  Svo.  Each  volume 
contains  250  to  350p,  and'  from  32  to 
3C  plates  engraved  on  steel  and  beau- 
tifully colored  from  nature  ,and  many 
wood  cuts.  Each  vol.  also  contains 
l)ortraits  and  memoir  of  some  noted 
naturalist,  as  Wilson.  Linnseus,  Buf- 
fon,  Cuvier,  et  al.  Binding  fair.  Edin- 
burgh, 1S43. 

Monkeys     75 

Ruminating  Animals  (Deer,  Ante- 
lopes,  Camels,  Goat,   Sheep,  Cattle, 

etc.)    2    vols 1  20 

Thick-skined  Quadrupeds,  (Elephants, 
Rhinoceroses,    Tar)irs,    etc.)...       65 

Dogs,  2  vols 1  35 

Marsupials  or  Pouched  Animals.       70 

Brilish  Moths,  Sphinxes,  etc 55 

Fishes  of  the  Perch  Genus •     45 
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Pishes — Structure  and  Economical 
uses,   etc 45 

British  Fishes,  2  vols 90 

King  Survey,  U.  S.  Geological  explor- 
ation to  the  40th  parallel: 

Vol.  I  King.  Systemic  Geology,  4to, 
804p,  27  col.  pi.  12  Geol.  maps  3  00 

Vol.  II,  Hogue  &  Emmons,  Descriptive 
Geology,  4to,  8&0p,  26  lith.  pL.   1  50 

Contributions  to  North  American  Eth- 
nology: 

Vol.  IV.  Morgan.  Houses  and  House- 
Life  of  American  Aborigines,  4to, 
295p,  27pl,  (some  col.)  56  flgs..   1  60 

Vol.  V.  Rau,  Cup  shaped  and  other 
Lapidarinn  Sculptures  in  the  Old 
World  and  America;  Fletcher.  Pre- 
historic Trephining  and  Cranial  Am- 
ulets; Thomas,  Study  of  the  Manu- 
script-Troano.  4to,  396p,  53pl  (some 
col.)    110   ills 1  60 

Jordon  &  Gilbert,  Synopsis  of  the 
Fishes  of  North  America,  1018  p.  M. 
B.    16 1  95 

Ashmcad,  Monograph  of  N.  A.  Proc- 
tortrypidae,  472p,  18  pi,  M.  B.  45     65 

Riley,  Packard  &  Thomas,  3d  Report 
U.  S.  Entomological  Commission 
with  special  reference  to  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Locust,  Army  Worm,  Can- 
ker Worm,  Hessian  Fly  and  Scien- 
tific Results,  450p,  64  el 35 

Scudder,   "Tertiary     Insects  of  North 

America,"  4to,   734p,   28pl 2  10 

Thomas,  Synopsis  of  the  Acridiae  of 

No.  America,  4to,  262p 80 

Lankester,  et  al.,  Zoological  Articles, 
contributed  to  the  Encyclopedia 
Brittannica:  Protozoa,  ;38p;  Spon- 
ges, 18p;  Hydrozoa,  20p;  Planar- 
iaus,  Gp;  Nemertines,  Gp;  Rotifera, 
6p;  Mollusca,  74p;  Polyzoa,  4p;  Ver- 
tebrata,   12p;    Tunicata,   lOp;    Total, 

204p,  hundreds  of  fig.;   4to 1  65 

>pe.  "Vertebrata  of  Tertiary  Forma- 
tion," 4to,  ]043p,  134pl 2  85 

.  sqnereaux,  "Cretaceous  and  Ter- 
tiary Floras,"  4to,  295p,  60pl..  1  35 
.Xr'wberry,  Fossil  Fishes  and  Fossil 
Plants  of  Triassic  Rocks,  New  Jer- 
sey and  the  Connecticut  Valley, 
190p,   2&pl,    4to 1  65 

Pacific  Railroad.  Reports  of  Ex- 
.  lorations  and  Surveys  for  a  Railroad 
from  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean.  Thousands  of  fine  plates, 
some  color»:'d.     4to.     The  title  fails  to 


give  the  value  of  this  great  work, 
which  is  an  elaborate  report  upon  the 
natural  and  physical  history  of  the 
vast  country  traversed  by  this  great 
railroad.  The  work  is  copiously  and 
elaborately  illustrated.  Cost  Govern- 
ment nearly  $200  to  publish  sets  of  13 
vols.  Can  furnish  odd  vols,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Vol.  I.  General  Report,  etc.,  of 
various  routes,  explored,  etc., 
etc.      800p $  1  00 

Vol.  II.  Reports  by  Beckwith, 
Lander,  Pope,  Parke,  Emory, 
etc.,  on  routes  near  38th,  39th 
41st,  32d,  etc.  parallels.  Geol- 
ogy by  Schiel  &  Blake.  Bot- 
any by  Torrey  &  Gray.  36 
plates,  600  p 1  25 

Vol.  III.  Report  of  Whipple  of 
from  Mississippi  River  to  the 
Pacific.  Itinerary,  136p.  Topo- 
graphy. 78p.,  Indian  Tribes. 
128p.  Geology,  168p.  In  all 
560p.,  40pl,  and  many  ills 2  00 

Vol.  IV.  Botany  of  the  expedi- 
tion by  Torrey,  Bigelow,  En- 
gleman,  Sullivant,  etc.  Also 
Zoology,  Astronomy,  Meteor- 
ology, etc.     oOOp.  36  plates...     1  50 

Vol.  V.  Explorations  in  Cali- 
fornia. Devoted  almost  whol- 
ly to  Geology  and  Botany.  65 
plates,    500p.    1  25 

Vol.  VII.  Explorations  from 
San  Fi-ancisco  to  Los  Angeles 
west  of  Coast  Range;  and  the 
Pimas  Villages  on  the  Gila  to 
Rio  Grande,  and  San  Diego 
to  Ft.  Yuma.  (Geology,  Bot- 
any, etc.)   50  pi.,  400p 1  50 

Vol.  VIII.  Baird,  Monograph  of 
North  American  Mammals. 
Mammals  of  entire  survey. 
4to,   805p,   44.pl.    2  00 

Vol.  XII.  Book  1.  Explorations 
from  St.  Paul  to  Puget 
Sound.  General  Report  and 
Narrative.     400p.  70pl 1   oO 

Vol.  XIT.  Book  2.  Explorations 
from  St.  Paul  to  Puget  B'nd. 
Natural  History: — Botany  Gpl 
76p.  Zoology,  Insects,  Mam 
rnals.  Birds,  by  Cooper  & 
SiKkley,  150p.  text  and  9 
colored  plates;  Reptiles,  Mol- 
lusca and  Crustacea,  50pl., 
HiiMp 2  50 
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BARGAIN  LOTS 

of  Pamphlets,  Excerpts,  Etc.,  on  Subjects  relating  to  NATURAL  HISTORY 

Ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  I  issued  a  catalogue  and  sold  them  by  the  thousand,  in 
fact  1  listed  and  endeavored  to  keep  from  500  to  1000  titles  in  regular  stock.  Among 
my  effects  I  have  unearthed  a  "wagon  load  "  or  less  of  them— and  offer  them  in  lots  at 
many  times  less  than  actual  value. 

These  lots  contain  no  duplicates.  When  more  than  one  lot  is  offered  of  a  subject 
the  second  lot  is  however  duplicated  in  the  first  one,  and  a  third  lot  is  duplicated  in 
both  preceding  ones.  1  have  no  list  of  the  titles  in  each  lot,  but  can  say  that  they  were 
made  up  from  what  were  left  from  List  No.  i,  issued  Nov.  15,  1901.  I  can  still  furnish 
a  copy  of  this  list — for  stamp. 


ORNITHOLOGY. 

LOT  No.  1— This  lot  contains  thirty 
(30)  old  magazines,  each  containing 
an  article  of  greater  or  less  value 
on  ornithology.  Among  the  writ- 
ers of  these  articles  are  H.  W.  Hen- 
shaw,  C.  F.  Holder,  R.  W.  Shufeldt, 
Maurice  Thompson,  Mabel  Osgood 
Wright,  etal.  This  lot  also  contains  C. 
H.  Thompson's  illustrated  one  on 
"Egg  Hunting  on  the  South  Farra- 
lon,"   and    a   copy   of  the   catalogue 

>  of  Penna.  State  Exhibits  at  the  Chi- 
cago World's  Fair;  illustrated. 
Price  for  lot    $3  00 

LOT  NO.  2 — Ten  (I'O)  magazines  as 
aJbove — among  which  are  Maurice 
Thompson's  "Where  the  Mocking 
bird  Sings"  and  Shufeldt's  "Short 
Stories  on  Some  of  Our  Owls";  al- 
so the  Pennsylvania  World's  Fair 
cat.       This  lot  is  duplicated  in  Lot 

No.  1.     Price  for  lot $     90 

MAMMALS. 

LOT  NO.  1— This  lot  contains  fifty 
(50)  titles  by  Allen,  Bailey,  Baird 
Cope,  Coues,  Hornaday,  Lucas,  Mer- 
riam,  Shufeldt,  True,  Yarrow,  et.  al. 
List  value  of  lot  exceeds  $14.  Will 
sell  for  only    $4  70 

LOT  NO.  2— Twenty  (20)  titles  as 
aibove.  List  value  $5.00.  Lot  for.. 
$1  25 

LOT   NO.   3— Seven    (7)    titles.       List 

value  $1.85.     Lot  for  only $     45 

REPTILES,    BATRACHIANS,    ETC. 

LOT  NO.  1— Eleven  (11)  titles.  List 
$4.60,  by  Baird,  Cope,  Hallowell, 
Stejneger,  et.  al.     Lot  for $1  50 

LOT    NO.    2— Four    (4)    titles.       List, 

$2.10.     Lot $     50 

ICHTHYOLOGY. 
Each   lot  contains   with  the   others 

a  copy  of  Girard's  "The  Fish  of  West- 
ern North  America." 

LOT  NO.  1 — Contains  seventeen  (17) 
titles  hy  Bean,  Gilbert,  Gill,  G<X)de, 


Jordan,  et.  al.  List  $7.85.  Lot 
only    $2  65 

LOT 'no.  2— Seven  (7)  titles,  list 
$4.10.     Lot  only    $1  00 

LOT  NO.  3 — Three  (3)  titles— two  be- 
sides Girard's.  List  $2.4'0.  Lot 
$     50 

MARINE       INVERTEBRATES       AND 
PRODUCTS. 

ONE  LOT— Only  of  Twenty-two  (22) 
titles  by  Benedict,  Rathbun,  et.  al., 

list   $6.25.     Lot   onlv $2  10 

CONCHOLOGY. 

ONE  LOT— Only  of  Twenty  (20) 
titles,  hy  Binney,  Dall,  Scudder, 
Stearns,  et.  al.;  also  the  MoUusca 
of  Indiana"     hy  Call.       List  $11.20. 

Lot   only    $3  70 

ENTOMOLOGY. 

ONE  LOT— Seventeen  (17)  titles 
among  which  are  the  Insects  of  the 
Wheeler  Survey,  with  col.  plates; 
Williston's  "N.  A.  Syrphidse"  and 
LeConte's  "Insects  of  Washington" 
also  by  Packard,  Riley,  Smith,  etc. 

List  $8.55.     Lot  only $2  85 

BOTANY. 

LOT  NO.  1— Twenty-three  (23)  titles 
by  Beal,  Bush,  Kelsey,  Farlow,  Eg- 
gers,  Vasey,  Ward,  et.  al.  List  $7.75. 
Lot   only    $2  60 

LOT  NO.  2— Ten  (10)  titles,  list  $2.80. 

Lot    $     70 

GEOLOGY    AND    IVflNERALOGY 

LOT  'NO.  1— Thirty-six  (36)  titles  by 
Dana,  Hayden,  Kunz,  Merrill,  White 
et  al.     List  $8.50.     Lot  only... $2  85 

LOT  NO.  2— Fourteen  (14)  titles,  list 
$3.05.      Lot   only $     75 

LOT   NO.    3— Five    (5)     titles,      $1.40. 

Lot   only    $     35 

PALAEONTOLOGY 

LOT  NO.  1— Thirty-five  (35)  titles  hy 
Cope,  Greene,  Meek,  Walcott,  Ward. 
White,  et  al.,  list  $10.  Lot  only 
$3  30 

LOT  NO.  2— Twelve  (12)  titles,  list 
$2.20.     Lot    $     50 
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SPECIAL. 

TWO  'TG  copies  of  Harper's  Maga- 
,zine  containing  a  15-page  article  on 
"The  Wheeler  Expedition  in  South- 
ern Colorado"  and  24  illustrated 
pages  on  "The  Microscope"  by  Prof. 
Lockwood.  Both  prepaid  for  only 
$     55 

ETHNOLOGY  AND  ANTHROPO- 
LOGY. 

LOT  NO.  1— Over  One  Hundred  (108) 
titles — nearly  the  entire  list  ofRered 
in  my  1901  cat.,  among  which  are 
Filling's  Bibliographies  of  the  var- 
ious Indian  languages;  Minedeleff 
"Pueblo  Architecture";  Murdoch 
"Point  Barrow  Expedition";  Nrblack 
"Indians  of  Northwest  Coast"; 
Rockhill  "Ethnology  of  Tibet"; 
Stevenson  "The  Sia";  Turner  "Eth- 
nology of  Ungava";  Wilson  "The 
Swastika"  and  One  Hundred  others. 
List  $35..j.j.     Lot  for  only .$11  85 

LOT  NO.  2— Thirty-eight  (38)  titles, 
list   $13. C5.      Lot   only $3  40 

LOT    XO.    3— Twenty-two    (22)    titles, 

list   $5.60.     Lot    $1  15 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

THIS  LOT  contains  the  odds  and  ends 
and  leavings  from  all  branches. 
Eighty-six  (86)  pieces.  Many  dupli- 
cates. List  value  $13.50.  Lot  only 
$2  25 

Shufeldt,  "Chapters  on  the  Natural 
HLstory  of  the  United  States,"  Birds, 
Maranials,  Reptiles,  Etc.,  480  p.,  130 
half-tone  plates  and  fig.  from  living 
forms;  nearly  or  quite  one-half  vol- 
ume devoted  to  Ornithology. .  .$2  75 

Smith,  "Interesting  Sketches"  of  Mam- 
mals (2),  Fishes  (1),  3  vols.,  many 
cuts,  LOOOp.,  curious  and  interesting, 
published  100  years  ago $2  25 

Simpson,  Synoi)£is  of  the  Pearly  Fresh 
Water  Mussels,  550p $1  65 

Dall,  Illustrations  and  Descriptions  of 
Imperfectlv  Known  Shells,  72p.,  135 
fig $1  35 

Dall  &  Simpson,  The  Mollusca  of  Por- 
to  Rico,   174p.,   100  fig $1  45 

Bayliss,  In  Brook  and  Bayou — Life  in 
Still    Waters,    185p.    ills $     .45 

Baskett   &    Ditmars,    Amphibiano   and 

Rer-tiles.    21 7p.,    80    ills $     55 

I  Hill.  Historv  of  Manitoba,  764p., 
f  ills $1  05 

Figuier,  The  World  Before  the  De- 
luge,  4481).,  35  pi.,  200  fig $     .95 

Hartwig,  The  Subterranean  World, 
Svo.,  3  nips.,  ills.,  52Gp.,  ($3.00).      .65 


Wilson,  Leisure  Time,  Studies  chiefly 
))iological,  8vo.,  4  cop.,  67  ills. 
(1.50)     $     .55 

Hampson,  Moths  of  British  India,  1882, 
33  fig.,  528p $1  95 

Apgar,  Trees  of  the  Northern  United 
States,    224p.,    400    fig $     .80 

Cooke,  British  Fungi  (Mushrooms, 
&c.),  with  colored  plates  of  40  spe- 
cies, 166p.,  20  col.  pi.,   (1.50)..$1  15 

Northrop,  Marvels  of  Natural  History, 
360p.,    ills ..$,.90 

Clarke,  Commin  Sea  Weeds  of  the 
British  Coasts  and  Channel  Islands, 
140p.,  10  col.  pi $     .40 

Macalister  &  Packard,  Zoology  of  the 
Invertebrates,  77  figs.,  144p...$     .40 

Meyrick,  A  Handbook  of  British  Lepi- 
doptera,   844p.,  ills.,    (2.50) $1  35 

Riley,  Directions  for  Collecting  and 
Preserving  Insects,  148p.,  140  fig.  .50 

Smith,  Lepidopterous  Super-family, 
Noctuidae  in  Boreal  America,  424 
p : $     .70 

*Gray,  Asa,  School  and  Field  Book  of 
Botany  consisting  of  "Lessons  in 
Botany"  and  "Field,  Forest  and  Gar- 
den Botany,"  bound  in  one  vol.,  622 
p.,  367  fig.,   ($1.80) $     .65 

Hall,  Botany:  Lessons  in  Botany  and 
Analysis  of  Plants,  287  pp.,  ills.     .55 

Scoffern,  Outlines  of  Botany,  including 
Mosses,  Lichens  and  Ferns,  304p., 
318    fig $     .85 

Smith,  Ferns,  The  History,  Organo- 
graphy, (Classifications  and  Enumer- 
ation of  the  Species  of  Garden 
Ferns  with  a  Treatise  of  Their  Cul- 
tivation,  etc.,   450p.   ,100   ills...$l  10 

*Wood,  A.,  Object  Lessons  in  Botany, 
322p.,  C55   fig.,   (1.17)    $     .55 

* Class   Book   of  Botany,  832p., 

,5pl.,   745   fig.,    (2.92) $     .85 

* The   American    Botanist   and 

Florist.   620p.,   555   fig $     .65 

*Agassiz,  Geological  Sketches,  Slip., 
ills.    (1.50) $     .75 

*Dana,  Manual  of  Geology,  1st  ed.,  800 
]).,  over  lOQO  fig.,   ($5) $1   35 

Dewey,  Economic  Geology  and  Metal- 
lurgy,   256]).,    34pl.,    $     .'60 

Egelston,  Catalogue  of  Minerals  and 
Synonyms,  Ali)ha'betically  .\rranged 
for  Museum  Use,  198p $     -50 

Geike.  Geology,  138i).,  46  fig $     .30 

Gurnev,  Crystallography,  128]).,  46 
fii^.  * $     .35 

.Jordan's  Elementary  Crystallograi)hy. 
with  series  of  netts,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  Crystals  (1.50) $     .50 
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*Lyell,  A  Manual  of  Elementary  Geol- 
ogy, 4th  ed.,  500  fig.,  ol2p. $     .95 

Johnston,  Chemistry  of  Common  Life, 
2   vols.,   674p.,  113   fig $     .80 

Manton.  Insects,  How  to  Catch  and 
How  to  Prepare  Them  for  the  Cab- 
inet, 32p..  ills.    (.50) $     .40 

Manton,  Field  Botany.  A  handbook 
for  the  collector,  containing  Instruc- 
tions for  Gathering  and  Preserving 
Plants  and  the  Formation  of  the 
Herbarium   (50)    %     .35 

Mallery,  Picture  Writing  of  the  Amer- 
ican Indians,  54  pi.,  1190  figs.,  S82p. 
$1  65 

Mindeleff,  A  Study  of  Pueblo  Archi- 
tecture, Tusyan  &Cibola,  91  pi.,  114 
figs.,  228p. ;  Stevenson,  Ceremonial 
of  Hasjelti  Daijis  and  Mythical  Sand 
Painting  of  the  Navaja  Indians,  32 
col.    pi.,    60p $1  85 

Murdock,  Ethnological  Results  of  the 
Pt.  Barrow  (Alaska)  expedition,  442 
p .^ $1  45 

Powell,  Indian  Linguistic  Families 
Xorth  of  Mexico,  142p.;  Mooney,  The 
Sacred  Formulae  of  the  Cherokees, 
llOp.,    ills $1  05 

Thomas,  Catalogue  of  Prehistoric 
Works  East  of  Rockv  Mts.,  17  pi.. 
246p $1  35 

,  Mound  Explorations,  42  pi.,  342 

figs.,   742p $1  75 

"Microscopical  Bulletin,"  Vo.  I  to  IX. 
complete    $1   75 

"The  American  Monthly  Microscopi- 
cal Journal,"  Vol.  IX  to  XII,  com- 
plete     $1  75 

*Agas3iz,  A  Journev  in  Brazil,  540p., 
20  pi $     .90 

Beach,  Science  Record  for  1872.  A 
Comjjendium  of  Scientific  Progress 
and  Discovery,  400p.,  ills $     .35 

Chute's  Physics,  388p.,  274  fig.  (1.25) 
$     .45 

Cook,  Geolngical   Survey  of  New  Jer- 

,sey.  Vol.  I,  Topography,  Magnetism, 
Climate,  440p.  mps.  and  charts.     .75 

Directory.  Cassino's  Naturalists'  Di- 
rectory of  IT.  s.,  Canada  and  the 
World,  Names  and  Addresses  of  Nat- 
uralists, etc.,  both  Amateur  and  Pro- 
fessional, Edition  of  1890,  '92,  Inter- 
national, 450p.,  12,000  names,  (2.00) 
I      75 

,  Ed.  of  -95,  U.'s.  and  Canada, 

Geographically  Arranged.  400p., 
5,750    names,    (2.00) $     .85 

Walter,  Vital  Science  Based  Upon 
Life's  Great  Law  the  Analogue  of 
Gravitation.   :]20p $     .55 


Riordan,  .Sunrise  Stories.  A  Glance 
at  the  Literature  of  Japan,  296p., 
(1.50) $     .75 

Wheeler  Survey,  Appendix  PP.  of  An- 
nual Report,  'SO,  40p.,  map.  . .  .$     .30 

Wilson,  China.  Travels  and  Investi- 
gations in  the  Middle  Kingdom,  376 
p $     .65 

Beeton's  Dictionary  of  Natural  His- 
tory, a  Compendious  Cyclopedia  of 
the  Animal  Kingdom,  2000  complete 
articles,    292p.,    400    ills $     .90 

*Carpenter,  Animal  Physiology,  580p., 
287  fig.:    Zoology,  A  Systematic  Ac-        " 
count  of  the  General  Structure,  Hab-      | 
its,  Instincts  and  Uses  of  the  Princi-       " 
pal    Families    of   the    Animal    King- 
dom, as  well  as  of  the  Chief  Forms 
of   Fossil    Remains,    2    vols.,    1164p., 
624  fig.;   Vegetable  Physiology     and 
Systematic    Botany,    576p.,   200    fig.; 
Mechanical      Philosophy,     Horology 
and  Astronomy,    57&p.,   175     fig.,     5 
vols.,    (12.50)     $4  25 

Colton,  Practical  Zoologv,  186p.,  (.90) 
$     .45 

Gillis,  U.  S.  Naval  Astronomical  Expe- 
dition to  Southern  Hemisphere,  vol. 
I,  Chile,  Its  Geography,  Government, 
Social  Condition,  Mineral  and  Agri- 
cultural Resources,  Commerce,  Cli- 
mate, Earthquakes,  etc.,  4to.,  556p. 
7   pi.,   7   mps $1  85 

Jordan.  Science  Sketches  with  a  list 
of  Scientific  papers  of  David  S.  Jor- 
dan,   276p.,    (1.50) $     .75 

Manton.   W.    P.,    Primary    Methods   in 
Zco^ggy,  ■61p.,  ills.    (.50) $     .40 

Morgan,  Animal  Sketches,  315p.,  50 
fig.    (1.75) $     .90 

Morse,  First  Book  in  Zoology,  175  ills., 
190p $     .50 

New  York,  Introductory  Volume  to 
Natural  History  Survey,  with  Auto- 
graph Inscription  on  Fly  Leaf  by 
one  of  the  State's  greatest  states- 
men: "Presented  to  Major  General 
Townsend  as  a  mark  of  affection 
and  grateful  esteem  of  William  H. 

Seward,  Decemiber  31,  1842,"  4to., 
ISSp $3  50 

Wilkes',  Narrative  of  the  U.  S.  Explor- 
ing Expedition  in  the  Southern  Hem- 
isphere During  the  Years  1838-42.  A 
valuable  history  of  the  entire  Expe- 
dition in  an  interesting  and  readable 
narrative  form.  Vol.  II,  Samoa,  New 
South  Wales,  Antarctic  Cruise  and 
New  Zealand,  4to,  476p.,  many 
plates,  Vignettes,  wood  cuts,  etc., 
3   mps $2  00 
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1€3  American  Scoter.  506 

165  White-winged  Scoter.  507 

166  Surf  Scoter.  509 

172  Canada  Goose.  511 

173  Brant.  511'b 

190  American  Bittern.  517 

191  Least  Bittern.  521 
194  Great  Blue  Heron.  528 

201  Green  Heron.  529 

202  Black-crowned  Night  Heron.  533 
212  Virginia  Rail.  540 
214  Sora.  542a 
228  American  Woodcock.  549 
230  Wilson's  Snipe.  550 
234  Knot.  554 
242  Least  Sandpiper.  558 
248  Sanderling.  559 
255  Yellowlegs.  560 

263  Spotted  Sandpiper.  563 

264  Long-billed  Curlew.  567 
270  Black-bellied  Plover.  581 

272  Golden   Plover.  584 

273  Killdeer.  585 
289  Bobwhite.  587 
325  Turkey  Vulture.  598 

331  Marsh  Hawk.  608 

332  Sharp-shinned  Hawk.  611 

333  Cooper's  Hawk.  612 
337  Red-tailed  Hawk.  613 
339  Red-shouldered  Hawk.  '616 
352  Bald  Eagle.  619 
360  Am.  Sparrow  Hawk.  622 
364  American  Osprey.  624 
366  American  Long-eared  Owl.  627 
368  Barred  Owl.  628 
373  Screech  Owl.  636 

387  Yellow-billed    Cuckoo.  648 

388  Black-billed  Cuckoo.  652 
390  Belted   Kingfisher.  654 

393  Hairy  Woodpecker.  655 

394  Downy  Woodpecker.  659 
406  Red-headed  Woodpecker.  660 
412  Flicker.  662 
417  Whip-poor-will.  671 
420  Xight  Hawk.  672 
423  Chimney  Swift.  672a 
428  Ruby-throated  Humminghlrd.  674 
444  Kingbird.  675 
452  Crested  Flycatcher.  681 
456  Phoebe.  687 
461  Wood  Pewee.  697 
474  Horned  Lark.  704 
474b  Prairie  Horned  Lark,  705 
477  Blue  Jay.  721 
488  American  Crow.  722 
490  Fish   Crow.  725 

493  Starling.  726 

494  Bobolink.  727 

495  Cowljird.  728 
498  Red-winged  Blackbird.  735 
501  Meadowlark.  748 


Orchard  Oriole. 
Baltimore  Oriole. 
Rusty  Blackbird. 
Purple  Grackle. 
Bronzed  Grackle. 
Purple  Finch. 
American  Crosshill. 
Redpoll. 

American  Goldfinch. 
Pine  Siskin. 
Vesper  Sparrow. 

Savanna    S'parrow. 
Sharp-tailed    Sparrow. 
Seaside  Sparrow. 
White-crowned   Sparrow. 
White-throated  Sparrow. 
Tree  Sparrow. 
Chipping  Sparrow. 
Field   Sparrow. 
Slate-colored  Junco. 
iSong  Sparrow. 
Swamp  Sparrow. 
Fox  Sparrow. 
Towhee. 
Indigo  Bunting. 
Scarlet  Tanager. 
Purple  Martin. 
Cliff  Swallow. 
Barn  Sw^allow. 
Bank  Swallow. 
Cedar  Waxwing. 
Loggerhead  Shrike. 
Red-eyed   Vireo. 
Wai'bling  Vireo. 
Yellow-throated  Vireo. 
Black  and  White  Warbler. 
Parula  Warbler. 
Yellow  Warbler. 
Black-throated  Blue  W.arbler. 
Myrtle  Warbler. 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler. 
Bayjbreasted  Warbler. 
Blackburnian   Warbler. 
Pine  Warbler. 
Palm  Warbler. 
Yellow  Palm  Warbler. 
Oven  bird. 
Water  Thrush. 
Maryland   Yellow-throat. 
American  Red  Start. 
American  Pipit. 
Catbird. 

Brown  Thrasher. 
House  Wren. 
Winter  Wren. 
Long-billed   Marsh  Wren. 
Brown  Creeper. 
Whitenbreasted  Nuthatch. 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch. 
Chickadee. 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet. 
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749     Ruiby-crowned  Kinglet. 

755  Wood  Thrush. 

756  Wilson's  Thrush. 
758a  Olive-backed  Thrush. 
759'b  Hermit  Thrush. 

761     Roibin. 
766     Bluebird. 

K.  B.  SQUIRES, 

Greenport,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 


From    Nebraska. 


North  Loup,  Valley  Co.,  Neh. 

Jan.  27,  1907.— A  flock  of  about  80 
Bohemian  Waxwing,  (Amphelis  gar- 
rulus),  appeared  in  the  village,  feed- 
ing on  seed  of  the  hackberry.  The 
flock  became  ^broken  up  in  a  few  days, 
a  part  remaining  until  the  11th  of 
March. 

Feb.  8,  1907. — A  male  Robin  was 
singing  as  lustily  as  though  it  was 
spring. 

Jan.  2,  1908. — With  three  inches  of 
snow  on  ground  saw  a  Roibin  that 
seemed  to  enjoy  life. 

There  have  been  N.  Flickers,  (Col- 
aptes  auratus  luteus),  around  every 
winter  except  one  of  the  four  winters 
I  have  lived  here. 

A  Cardinal,  (Cardinalis  cardinalis), 
came  into  my  garden  Dec.  30,  1907, 
and  remained  about  the  village  until 
March  24th.  It  was  a  male.  He  began 
whistling  about  the  first  of  March  and 
could  be  heard  nearly  every  morning 
until  the  date  last  seen. 

G.  M.  BURDICK. 


213  College  Ave.,  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 

Feb.  27,  1909. 
Mr.  Ernest  H.  Short, 

Editor,  The  Oologist, 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Dear  Sir: — I  am  sending  you  in- 
closed, a  list  of  birds  of  a  city  yard, 
which  I  thought  might  possibly  be  of 
interest  to  the  readers  of  Tihe  Oolo- 
gist. Springfield  is  a  city  of  some 
60,000  inhabitants,  and  the  residence 
district  referred   to,  is  about  midway 


between  the  business  center  and  the 
western  limit  of  the  town.  The  dis- 
trict is  almost  entirely  ibuilt  up,  the 
lots  being  about  the  same  size,  in 
general,  as  the  one  referred  to.  There 
is  a  park  six  or  eight  blocks  away. 

If  you  find  the  list  of  sufficient  inter- 
est, you  are  welcome  indeed  to  pub- 
lish it. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  D.  DU  BOIS. 


Three   of   Our      Old      Friends     Go     to 
Africa. 


Among  the  corps  of  naturalists  who 
will  accompany  ex-President  Roose- 
velt to  Africa  will  be,  according  to 
present  advices,  three  of  the  Oolo- 
gist's  friends,  iMaj.  E.  A.  Mearns;  J. 
Alden  Loring,  and  Edmund  Heller. 

A  glance  at  our  books  for  past 
years  demonstrates  Major  Mearns' 
experience  as  a  traveller  as  well  as 
our  efforts  to  keep  the  Oologist  with 
him. — Editor. 


Denver,   Colo.,  Feb.  10,  1909. 
Mr.  E.  H.  Sihort,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir: — Mr.  Abbott's  remarks 
regarding-  large  sets  of  eggs  of  the 
Florida  Gallinule  in  the  January  Oolo- 
gist, calls  to  mind  a  set  of  seventeen 
eggs  of  the  coot  which  I  found  May 
26th,  190G,  at  Barr,  Adams  County, 
Colo.  This  set  of  eggs  lay  in  two  dis- 
tinct layers  in  the  nest  and  even  in 
this  arrangement  was  much  larger 
than  the  parent  could  cover,  and 
while  I  cannot  detect  enough  differ- 
ence in  the  ground  color  or  markings 
of  the  eggs  to  base  an  opinion  upon, 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  set  was  the 
product  of  more  than  one  bird. 

I  think  the  habit  of  more  than  one 
Inrd  laying  in  a  nest  is  of  rather  com- 
mon occurrence  among  several  spe- 
cies of  birds  that  nest  in  communities. 
In  a  small  colony  of  about  50  pairs  of 
breeding  Forster's     Terns     'at     Barr, 
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Adams  county,  Colo.,  which  I  watch- 
ed closely  for  two  seasons,  sets  of 
five  and  six  were  not  at  all  uncom- 
mon, and  usually  the  ground  color  of 
two  or  three  eggs  in  a  nest  was  very 
different  from  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
set.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there 
was  an  abundance  of  suitahle  nest- 
ing sites  in  the  vicinity  and  very  few 
nests,  as  compared  with  the  total 
number  of  birds,  it  seems  reasonable 
to  assume  that  in  most  of  these  large 
sets  more  than  one  female  contrib- 
uted. 

In  this  same  locality  I  found  several 
nests  containing  more  than  one  kind 
of  duck's  eggs.  The  Ruddy's  seemed 
to  have  a  peculiar  predilection  for 
nests  of  the  Red-head,  and  I  also  found 
one  nest  containing  nine  eggs  of  the 
Ruddy  and  two  of  the  Red-ihead.  At 
another  time  I  flushed  a  female  Blue- 
winged  Teal  from  a  nest  in  a  musk- 
rat  house  which  contained  four  eggs 
of  the  Teal  and  five  eggs  of  some  big 
duck  (probably  mallard),  all  heavily 
incubated. 

It  would  appear  that  the  Cow-bird 
is  not  the  monopolist  that  he  is  pic- 
tured. 

Yours  truly, 
ROBERT  B.  ROCKWELL. 


July  17,  1908,  while  picking  black- 
l)erries,  I  nearly  smashed  a  Bob- 
white  and  her  12  eggs  by  stepping  on 
them;  the  bird  fluttered  away.  I 
took  a  weed  and  straightened  up  the 
nest  as  best  I  could  and  went  on.  I 
happened  back  that  way  again  the 
2;3rd,  so  approached  carefully  to  see 
if  Madam  Quail  was  at  home;  she 
was  not.  I  returned  about  four  hours 
later  on  my  way  home  and  again  look- 
ed at  the  nest.  The  bird  was  no 
where  to  be  seen,  so  I  decided  she 
had  deserted  the  nest.  I  returned  the 
2Sth  with  a  box  to  take  the  eggs.  I 
again  approached  carefully,  but  no 
bird  was  in  sight  ,  so  I  began  to  pack 


the  eggs,  when  I  heard  a  faint  peep. 
I  examined  the  eggs  carefully  and 
found  five  were  pipiped,  so  I  unpack- 
ed what  I  had  and  returned  them  to 
the  nest  and  went  away.  I  could  not 
return  again  until  the  olst,  when  all 
the  eggs  had  hatched  and  the  young 
gone.  I  could  see  no  signs  of  them 
anywhere  and  never  saw  the  old  bird, 
but  the  first  day.  I  would  have  seen 
her  leave  the  nest  I  am  positive  if 
sihe  had  returned.  I  am  therefore  led 
to  believe  the  eggs  hatched  by  the 
heat  of  the  sun.  Have  you  ever  heard 
of  a  like  instance? 

C.   B.  VAXDERCOOK, 

Odin,    Ills. 


Have  seen  this  claimed  to  have  hap- 
pened before,  but  have  always  been 
skeptical.  Two  years  ago  a  mowing 
machine  uncovered  a  nearly  hatched 
set  of  Ring  Pheasant  near  my  home. 
I  watched  them  thinking  this  might 
occur,  as  weather  was  favorable,  but 
they  cooked  instead  of  incubating. 
Perhaps  too  much  exposed. — Ed. 


Aug.  28,  1908,  I  shot  a  Brown  Creep- 
er at  Taunton,  Mass.  I  was  returning 
home,  at  dusk,  from  a  tramp  in  the 
woods  and  had  stopped  to  watch  some 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  when  my  at- 
tention was  attracted  by  the  wiry 
notes  of  a  Creeper.  I  soon  located 
the  bird  in  an  oak  and  shot 
him.  He  appeared  to  be  alone, 
as  a  hurried  search  in  the  fast  ap- 
proaching twilight  showed  no  others 
in  the  vicinity.  My  earliest  previous 
record  of  the  arrival  of  this  species 
in  the  fall  is  Sept.  18,  1900,  when  I 
took  a  partial  albino  at  Lakeville, 
Plymouth  Co.,  Mass. 

On  Xov.  26,  1908,  I  took  a  male 
Northern  Yellow-throat  in  the  Fresh 
Pond  Marshes  at  Cambridge,  Mass. 
The  bird  was  feeding  on  the  ground 
at  the  time  in  company  with  Song 
.and    Swamp    Sparrows,    was    in    good 
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plumage  and  very  fat.  I  have  never 
before  noted  this  species  later  than 
the  middle  of  October. 

A  small  number  of  Swamp  .Spar- 
rows have  spent  the  past  winter  in 
the  Fresh  Pond  Marshes  at  Cam- 
bridge. 

F.  SEYMOUR  HBRSEY. 


Records   of    Note. 


Editor,  The  Oologist. 

Dear  Sir: — Is  it  the  custom  of  The 
Bob-white  (Colinus  virginanus),  in 
winter,  to  go  into  holes  under  rocks 
or  in  the  ground,   at  night? 

On  three  occasions  I  have  caught 
Bob-whites  in  unbaited  steel  traps, 
which  I  had  set  in  holes  known  to  be 
inhabited  by  Opossums  or  Skunks. 

On  two  of  these  occasions,  when  I 
went  to  the  trap  the  next  morning 
I  found  the  ground  strewn  with  feath- 
ers, the  'bird  having  ibeen  killed  .and 
eaten  iby  the  Opossum  or  Skunk 
which  lived  in  the  hole.  It  seems  to 
me  that  had  the  bird  escaped  ibeing 
caught  in  the  trap  and  had  entered 
the  hole  it  would  have  met  the  same 
fate. 

J.  F.  TAYLOR, 


The  Editor  has  not  had  the  per- 
sonal experience  with  Bob-white  to 
intelligently  answer  this  question. 

The  fact  that  we  have  seen  only 
four  specimens  of  this  bird  wild  in 
this  locality  in  past  eight  years,  will 
explain. 

Will  some  one  else  answer?  We 
will   gladly  give  space. — Ed. 


"Condor,"    Vol.    XI,    No,    1. 


Mr.  Bowles,  of  Tacoma,  chronicles 
an  interesting,  unexplained  and  very 
fatal  epidemic  of  tape-worm  in  Pa- 
cific  Coast  birds. 

Mr.  Claude  Cummings,  of  Pinole, 
Calif.,  for  many  years  a  subscriber  to 
the  Oologist,  was  accidentally  killed 
by  the  discharge  of  his  gun  while 
cleaning  it. 


The  Editor  has  received  reports  of 
the  finding  of  Lomita  Wren  'breeding 
in  Los  Angeles  County,  Calif.,  in 
1907,  and  the  discovery  of  an  adven- 
titious egg  of  the  Dwarf  Cowbird  in 
Ventura  County,  Calif.,  the  past  sea- 
son   (1908). 

The  records  appear  to  be  authen- 
tic, and  we  believe  them  to  be  un- 
usual. 

TO     ALL     INTERESTED. 
REMEMBER. 

I  furnish  collections  covering  one  or  several 
oranches  of  Natural  History  for  study  or 
museum  purposes  at  Special  reduced  rates. 
Don't  fail  to  write  me.  I  will  quote  you  on 
your  line  of  wants  or  I  will  furnish  a  general 
assortment  that  will  fit  your  purse  and  be 
sure  to  please. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 
Box   173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS'  EGGS 


By  C.  a.  Reed. 

Cloth  bound,  356  pp.,  profusely 
illustrated.  Gives  a  brief  descrip- 
tion of  every  North  American  bird 
following  the  A,  O.  U.  No's  as 
recognized  by  the  American  Orni- 
thologist Union  up  to  1904. 

Habitat,  nesting  habits  and  eggs 
are  fully  treated  and  a  figure  given 
in  black  and  white  of  nearly  every 
egg. 

Two  colored  plates  and  seventy 
large  plates  of  nests  and  eggs. 
Cover  in  colors.  Fully  indexed. 
Prepaid  $2.50.     Address 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Box  173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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PAMPHLETS,      EXCERPTS,     ETC.     IN 
PAPER. 

Condition  from  New  to  Much  Worn. 
On  Birds 

The  Victoria  Lyre  Bird,  Kitson $    25 

A  Remarkable  Flight  of  Pine  Grosbeaks, 

Brewster 38 

Oological  Abnormalties.  Jacobs 32 

Birds  of  Greenland,  Hagerup 100 

Autumn  Warbler  Hunting,  Wood 25 

Summer  Birds  of  Monongalia  Co.,  West 

Virginia,  Jacobs 25 

Bird  Homes.  .Short  '0«  (.25) 10 

Some  of  Our  Useful  Birds.  Pennock 25 

Breeding  Area  of    Kirtland's    Warbler. 

Wood 35 

Hawks    and    Owls    as    Related  to  the 

Farmer.  Fisher 20 

The  Present  Status  of  the  English  Spar- 
row in  America.  Estabrook 20 

Birds  of  Western  New  York,  Short,  1st 

ed.  rare 10 

Birds  and  Boll  Weevils,  Attwater 25 

Haunts  of   the    Golden-wing    Warbler, 

Jacobs 32 

Facts  about  the  Consistency  of  Chairman 
of  A.  O.  U.  Com.  on  Bird  Protection, 

Norris 25 

The  Am.  Orn.  Union,  Allen  50 

On  Natural  History;  Gen.  Zoology. 

Natural  History  of  Labrador,  Stearns. . .  75 
Influence  of  Physical  Conditions  in  the 

(Jenesis  of  Species.  Allen 30 

Polyembryony  and  the  Determination  of 

Sex.  Bregnion 20 

Zoological  ( iardens  of  Great  Brltian,  Bel-  * 

gium  ahd  Holland.  Loisel 35 

Systematic  Zoology.  Gill 25 

Polar  Climate  in  Evolution,  Wieland 25 

Mammals. 

Mammals  collected  at  Mt.  Kanier.  Lyon     05 

Genealogical  History  of  Marine  Mam- 
mals, Abel 25 

Morphology  of  the  Mammoth,  Pfizemay- 
er 20 

Bisons  of  the  Caucausus,  Yermoloff 15 

Paleontology 

Cambrian  Trilobites.  Walcott 20 

Tertiary  vertebrata  of  Egypt,  Andrews.      15 

Insects 

Hemiptera  of  Penn.,  Surface 25 

Spruce  Gall  Louse,  Fernald 10 

Archaeology  and  F]thnology. 
Diary  of    an    Archaeological  Collector, 

Moorehead 80 

Archaeological  Report  of  Can.  Inst,  on 

Ind.  Relics  and  Metliods  of  W(jrking  ..  75 

Traps  of  the  American  Indians 10 

Quaternary  Human  Itonialns  ui  Cen  Eu., 

Obermaiar 15 

Origin  of  the  Slavs.  Zoborowski 10 

Scalping  in  America,  Frederic! 15 

Bronze  in  South  America,  de'  Mortillet..  10 

Mediterranean  Pec^fle,  Fischer 20 

Prehistoric  .lai)an,  Baelz 20 

Origin  of  Egyptian  Civilization.   Naville  15 

The  Fire  Piston,  Balfour 25 

Miscellaneous 
Check  List  of  North  American  Reptiles, 
Yarrow 06 

Crustacea  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Ex- 
pedition, Stimp.son 65 

Parental  Care  in  Fresh  Water  Fishes. 
<iill  40 


Present  Position  of  Palaezoic  Botany 
Scott 35 

Colonies  of  Atta  sexdens,  Huber..' .'.'■"■.■     lo 

Land  and  Fresh  Water  Shells  of  Great 
Bntian,  Davis lo 

American  Volutidea.  Dall 15 

All  postpaid  at  these  prices. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Box  173.  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

SECOND  HAND  BOOKS. 

Conditions  Practically  New. 

American  Birds,  Finley $1  40 

Feathered  Game  of  the  North  East.  Rich  2  80 
Camps  and  Cruises  of  an  Ornithologigt 

Chapman 2  70 

Handbook  of  Birds  of   Eastern    North 

America,  Chapman 2  75 

Art  of  Taxidermy.  Rowley 1  89 

"Where  Did  Life  Begin?"  Scribner 1  18 

"Frederick  Young,"  The  Natural  History 

Novel.  Phillips 40 

Insecta.  Hyatt l  08 


GUIDE    TO   TAXIDERMY 

The  latest  in  helps  for  the  taxi- 
dermist, young  beginners  and  more 
advanced  alike. 

Written  by  the  veteran  taxider- 
mist, C.  K.  Reed,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  son  and  Mr.  N.  F.  Stone. 

Chapters  on  all  phases  of  collect- 
ing, preserving,  making  up  in  skins 
or  mounting  birds,  animals,  fish  and 
reptiles;  valvable  hints  as  to  tools, 
materials  and  prices. 

Many  recipes  and  a  complete  list 
showing  exchange  prices  of  bird 
skins  and  eggs.     304  pp.  and  index 

The  work  is  well  written,  sur- 
prisingly free  from  personal  bias, 
printed  on  very  good  paper,  profuse- 
ly illustrated,  cloth  bound,  and  last 
but  not  least,  worth  many  times  its 
cost  to  any  taxidermist  or  collector. 
Postpaid  i^i.  50. 


ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 


Box    173 


Rochester,    N.  Y. 


You  Better  Subscribe  now  for 

The  Oolo^ist  for  I909 


46  THE  OOLOGIST. 


TAKE   NOTICE! 

To  subscribers,  Advertisers  and  all  interested  : 

I  have  this  day  sold  to  R.  M.  BARNES,  of  Lacon,  111., 

The  Oologist,  its  good  will  and  all  Back  Numbers. 

Mr.  Barnes  assumes  all  paid  up  subscriptions  and  agrees 
to  honor  all  valid  outstanding  Exch.  Coupons. 

All  subscriptions,  advertisements,  and  Mss.  for  publica- 
tion should  be  sent  to  him  hereafter;  except  that  1  will  honor 
any  combination  offer,  made  this  year,  until  further  notice. 

Mr.  Barnes  is  well  known  as  an  Ornithologist  and  Oolo- 
gist, and  1  trust  my  friends  will  extend  to  him  the  support 
and  encouragement  1  have  received. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 

March  2,  1909. 

Birds  and  Bird  Homes 

"AS  THEY  WERE  SNAPPED." 

Our  portfolio  of  fine  Half  Tone  reproductions  of  twenty-three 

good  photos  of 

Birds   and   Birds'    Nests   from   Nature 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTIONS 

Includes  Studies  in 

PROTECTIVE  COLORATION 
BIRD  ARCHITECTURE  AND 
YOUNG    BIRDS.    :    :     :     :     : 

COVER  IN  COLORS.        UNCUT  EDGE.        TIED  BACK 

Postpaid,  25  cents.     With  The  Oologist  one  year,  both  50  cents. 

Address  MANAGER  OOLOGIST,  CHILI,  N.  Y. 
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STILL    LEADING 

FIFTH  EDITION  LATTIN'S  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
North  American   Birds   Eggs 

With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 


Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Oolo- 
e:ists. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Species,  giving  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged according  to  A.   O.   U.    Nome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  aad 
Coues'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  cf  page  only  leaving  It  In 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  Neat  in 
style.  Handy  in  shape  (just  goes  in- 
to full  government  envelope). 

Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  ^1.25. 


Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chili,  IM.  Y. 
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Out    May    1906 

A  NEW  UP-TO-DATE 

Check  List  of  North  American  Birds 

Contains   all    new   additions   and  ["changes   to    A.    O,    U.    list 
arranged    according   to  A.  O.  U.  Nomenclature   and   giving   both      | 
common  and  scientific  names.     i6  pages  on  good  paper.  i 


3c  each. 


PRICE 

30c  per  dozen. 


$2.00  per  hundred 


ADDRESS 

OOLOGIST,  Albion,  N.  Y.    or    ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Chili,  N.  Y. 
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THB  OOUDOI8T. 


BIRD  guide:. 


BY  CHESTER  A.  REED,  S.  B. 

Author  of   North   Amartcan  Birds  Eggs,  and  with  Frank  M.  Chapman  of  Color  Key  to  North  American    Birds 

VOL.    II. 

This  is  a  popular  pocket  guide  and  text  book  to  ALL  THE  LAND  BIRDS  EAST 
OF  THE  ROCKIES,  from  the  Parrots  to  the  Bluebirds,     it  is  prepared  especially  for 

teachers  and  students,  after  years  of  study  as  to  their 
needs.  It  has  the  following  points  of  superiority  over 
any  other  Bird  Book: 

COLORED  ILLUSTRATIONS.— Every  bird  is 
shown  in  natural  colors,  including  females  and   young 

when  they  differ. 

SCOPE. — All  the  land  birds  east  of  the  Rockies 
are  included.  It  gives  the  range  and  habit  of  each 
bird,  their  songs  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  written,  and 
description  of  their  ne>ts  and  eggs. 

SMALL  SIZE. — It  can  easily  be  carried  in  the 
pocket,  measuring  but  3x5  inches.  200  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  sock  cloth  or  leather.  We  have  made  the 
price  of  the  book  as  low  as  possible  considering  the 
good  workmanship  and  material  that  is  used.  It  is  so 
low  that  anyone  can  afford  it,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
be  without  it. 

IT  NAMES  THE  BIRDS  FOR.  YOU 

Bound  in  flexible  sock  cloth,  postpaid 

so     CENTS 

Five  cloth  bound  copies  for  $2.00  postpaid 
Bound  in  flexible  leather,  75ct8.     Five  copies  for  $3.00  postpaid. 

VOL.  I. 

Water  and  Game  Birds  E.  of  Rockies 

SAME  PRICE. 


E.     H.    SHORT, 


Box  178 


Rochester,  N .  Y. 
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BIRDS-NESTS-EGGS 

Published  Monthly,  by  R.  M.  BARNES,  Lacon,  Illinois. 
Vol,  XXVI.    No.  4.        ALBION,  N.  Y.,  APRIL  15,  1909.       Whole  No.  261 

BRIEF    SPBOIAL/    ANNOUNCEMENT 

Wanted.  Exchange.  For  Sale,  Etc..   inserted  in  this  department  at  25  cents  for  each  25 
words  for  one  issue :  each  additional  word  1  cent.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents. 


TAKE     NOTICE. 

Examine  the  number  on  the  wrapper  of 
your  Oologist.  It  denotes  the  time  your 
subscription  expires.  Remember  we  must 
be  notified  if  you  wish  it  discontinued  and 
all  arerages  must  be  paid.  2(51  your  sub- 
scription expires  with  this  issue.  269  your 
subscription  expires  with  December  issue 
1909. 

Address  all  communications  to 

THE  OOLOGIST, 

Lacon,  Illinois. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  December 
21, 1903,  at  the  post  otflce.  at  Albion.  N.  Y., 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1879. 


A  SENSIBLE  GIFT. 

A  (ilobe  Map  or  Atlas  is  most  practical. 
Will  afford  profit  and  pleasure  to  the  entire 
family  for  years.  Send  for  catalogue  and 
price  list.  Enclose  this  ad  with  5  two  cent 
stamps,  and  we  will  send  pocket  map  of 
Manhattan. 

RAND,  McNALLY  &  COMPANY, 
New  York  City. 

Have    \ou    All    the    Sub- 
scribers You   Should 
Have  ? 

If  not  write  me  at  once  and  I  will 
suggest  a  way  for  you  to  increase  the 
circulation  of  your  magazine  or  news- 
paper, I  have  made  circulations  jump 
100  to  10,000  monthly.     I  can  help  you. 

W.  CLEMENT  MOORE, 

ClK'TLATION    SPKCIALI.ST, 

New  Egypt,  New  Jersey 


WANTED.— First  class  skins  of  I'.ohemian 
Waxwing;  Evening  Grosbeak;  Pine(irosbeak; 
American  and  White-winged  Cro  sbill;  any 
Leucosticte;  Richardson  Owl;  and  certain 
other  boreal  land  and  water  species.  Offer 
in  exchange  representative  Lower  Rio 
Grande  species.  Xo  eggs  are  offered  and 
none  are  desired.  AUSTIN  P.\UL  SMITH, 
Box  141,  Brownsville,  Texas. 

TO  EXCHANGE. -Stamp  collection,  500 
different  U.  S.,  many  old  and  rare,  also  600 
different  foreign,  for  first  class  sets.  C'ata- 
logue  value  of  collection  about  $100.00,  will 
exchange  in  part  or  whole.  Write  and  get 
full  particulars,  all  answered.  R.  M.  PEREZ. 
1222  S.  .\lvarado.  Los  Angeles.  Gal. 

I  HAVE  a  lot  of  tine  sets  to  dispose  of, 
such  as  Sandhill  Crane.  Whistling  Swan, 
Pigeon  Hawk,  Swans  n's  Warbler,  etc.  S.S. 
DICK E V.  Waynesburg,  Pa. 

W.VNTED.-Will  pay  cash  or  exchange  tor 
old  bird  books  and  magazines.  Quote  me 
what  you  have.  P.ENJAMIN  HOAG, 
Stephentown.  New  York. 

LEXS  B.\R(;.VI.\'.-Beck  Isostignear  (3 
focus  convertible  anastijmat)  F.  5.  «.  (J  inch 
focus  (1x5)  in  Kailos  sector  shutter.  A 
strictly  first  class  lens  and  shutter  listing  as 
$4f).50.  Will  sell  for  $32.50.  condition  same  at 
new.  or  with  a  Korona  Long  Focus  lamera. 
etc  listing  at  $15.00  for  $50.00.  (iood  i)ntht 
for  natural  history  work.  C-  E.  WEBSTER, 
.North  Yakima.  Wash. 

TO  EXC 11. VNGE.- National  Sportsman, 
Western  Field.  Outdoor  Life,  Sports  Afield, 
.Northwestern  Si)ortsmaii,  Hunter,  Trader, 
Trapper  magazines  A  1  condition.  l'"or  Bird 
Ivore.  Osprey.  Oologist.  Cctndor,  Nidologist. 
good  condition. 

Genuine    Relics    from    Cedar    Mountain 

Battle  Field. 

Bullets.  15c.  postpaid:  Belt  Buckles  (just  as 
found),  T5c.  postpaid;  1  P.omI)  Shell.  $1.00;  1 
Anchor  from  drum.  5()r.;  Trigger  and  trigger 
guard  (found  on  Cedar  .Mt.  Battle  Field).25c.; 
1  I )oul)le- barrel  Pistol,  muzzle  loader,  $2.dO 
P.  P.     Address 

A.  S.  BRAND, 
Box  186,  Culpeper,  Va. 
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R.  MAGOON   BARNES,  LL.  B.,  Lacon,  III. 

Associate  Member.  A.  <).  U.;  Non-resident  Member,  Cooper  Club;  Member  National  Audu- 
bon Society;  Member  National  Geographical  Society;  Member  Illinois  Academy  of  Science. 
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Quick  process  tanning  receiiit  for  all  kinds 
of  skins  or  hides  with  far  on.  Easj'.  simple, 
cheap.  Price  25c.  PL  F.  POPE.  Taxidermist, 
Vaughn.  New  Mexico. 

WAXTEI).-P.irdlore.  April  IMUO.  April  1901. 
Any  numbers  of  Condor,  name  price.  Will 
exchange  for  any  magazine,  write  your 
wants.  L.  TREMPER,  13(3  Dewey  St..  Phil- 
adelphia. Pa. 

SPECIAL     NOTICE 

We  want  the  following  back  numbers  of 
THE  OOLOGIST  for  which  we  will  pay  50c. 
each  cash,  viz: 

Vol.  3.  188(i.  Xo.  4;  Vol.  4, 1887,  No.  1;  Vol.  4, 
1887,  Xo. 3-4  double  Xo.;  Vol.  5. 1888,  Xo.  6;  Vol. 
7, 1890,  Xo.  3.    Address 

THE  OOLOGIST 

Lacon,  Illinois. 

MINERALS 

Do  you  want  specimens  from  the  famous 
Coeur  d'  Alene  .Mining  Region?  We  have 
them.  Reasonable.  Prepaid.  Write  if  you 
mean  biz. 


Box  386, 


Wallace,  Idaho 


IRTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS'  EGGS 

By  C.  a.  Reed. 

Cloth  bound,  356  pp.,  profusely 
illustrated.  Gives  a  brief  descrip- 
tion of  every  North  American  bird 
following  the  A.  O.  U.  No's  as 
recognized  by  the  American  Orni- 
thologist Union  up  to  1904. 

Habitat,  nesting  habits  and  eggs 
are  fully  treated  and  a  figure  given 
in  black  and  white  of  nearly  every 
egg. 

Two  colored  plates  and  seventy 
large  plates  of  nests  and  eggs. 
Cover  in  colors.  Fully  indexed. 
Prepaid  $2.50.     Address 


ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 

Box  173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

You  Better  Subscribe  now  for 

The  Oolo^ist  for  I909 


^^  AXrED.-Printingpressandtvpc.  Offer 
books  and  magazines  of  natural  history 
Indum  skeleton,  mammal  skins. miiroseope, 
|hotgun.  Give  description  and  value  of  out- 
fit when  writing,  V.  P.  DROWXE  M  I) 
Chilesburg,  Caroline  Co.,  Virginia 

KXCHAXGE.— I  am  needing  two  fine  pairs 
of  fresh  skins  of  2ti5  for  mounting.  Can  give 
m  exchange  such  sets  as  207,  29:5a.  295,  301, 
:i70a,  459.  (i54a,  tJ39,  7:50,  749,  etc.  THOMAS  H 
JACK  SOX,  304  X.  Franklin  St.,  West  Chester, 
Pa. 

FREE.— 40  Post  cards  with  6  months'  sub- 
scription 25c.,  or  15  for  3  months  at  10c.  to 

WORLD'S      GREATEST 
COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE 

Founded  in  1895 

The  Philatelic  West 
and  Collector'sWorld 

SUPERIOR,  NERR.,  U.  S.  A. 

The  oldest,  largest  monthly  American  Col- 
lector's Paper,  100  pages  each  issue,  replete 
with  interesting  reading  and  advi'rtising, 
illustrated,  pertaining  to  Autographs. 
Stamps.  Curios,  Coins,  Postal  Cards  and 
Entire  Covers,  Minerals,  Relics  of  all  kinds, 
Cameras,  Medals,  Old  Books,  etc.  Over  3000 
pages  issued  in  two  years. 

An  unimitated,  expensive  meritorious 
feature  is  the  publication  in  each  number  of 
illustrations  of  leading  collectors  and  dealers 
of  the  world.  50c.  for  12  numbers;  foreign  $1 
or  4s. 

A  nVPRTF^sPR's  -'^  few  words  with  you; 
/\UVL,I\1  I.3CIVO  that  collectors  appre- 
liate  the  above  attractive  features  is  evi- 
denced by  our  largeand  growing  subscription 
list.  The  West  circulates  all  over  the  world. 
Trial  ad  1  cent  per  word  in  Trade  CoUunn;  3 
times  for  price  of  2. 

L.  T.  BROADSTONE, 

PUBLISHER 
SUF'ERIOR,  NEBRASKA,         U.  S.  A. 

Moore's   Bi^   Year    Book 
for    1909 

Just  Out 

There  are  over  100  t'uut  business  plans,  in 
all  lines  of  trade,  mail  orderaiid  local.  Hints 
and  helps  in  all  Classes  of  Advertising. 
Systematic  reviews  of  busini'ss  conditions. 
Detailed  outlines  for  making  and  saving 
money.  With  this  book  money  comes  easily 
anil  honcslly  because  its  teachings  are  in- 
tensely practical  being  theact  iial  experiences 
of  .Vmerica's  most  successful  business,  pro- 
fessicjnal,  advertising  and  mail  order  men. 
One  copy  will  be  sent  you  posti)aid  for  only 
25  cents,     .\ddress 

W.  CLEMENT  MOORE,  Publisher, 
New  Egypt,  New  Jersey 
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Prices   for   Back  Numbers   of  the 

YOtTNG    OOLOJiST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during    1908,    remain  as  below: 

After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  your 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for    1907-08  Are    as  Follows: 

Complete  file.  $12.00. 

Nos.  1.14,  18,  31,  34- .35,  42,  53,  86,  89,  111,130,  132 
137. 139, 140, 153, 158,  are  50  cents  each; 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78,  79,  88,  90.  100 
113,   138,   146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144.  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22,  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50,  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114. 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 

SiF"All    other    numbers    5c.    per    copy. 

For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
145.  This  offer  includes  your  subscription 
through  1908. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows; 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,  Nos.   1   to   12 $   .90 

Vol.  II,   1885,  Nos.   13  to  14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.   IV,    1887,   Nos.    21    to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.   39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,  1890,  Nos.   51   to  62 75 

Vol.  VIII,   1891,  Nos.   63   to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,   1894,  Nos.   99   to   110 50 

Vol.   XII,   1895,   Nos.    Ill   to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,   1896,  Nos.  123  to  127 50 

Vol   XIV,   1897,  Nos.   128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV,    1898,   Nos.    140   to    149 60 

Vol.  XVI,  1899,  Nos.   150  to  161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171 50 

Vol.   XVIII,   1901,   Nos.    172   to   183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX,  1902,  Nos.  184  to  195 50 

Vol.  XX,  1903,  Nos.  196  to  197 10 

Vol.   XXI,    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vol.  XXIII,  1906,  222  to  233 50 

Vol.  XXIV,  1907,  234,  to  245 .      55 

Vol.  XXV,  1908,  246  to  257. 50 

For  $5.25  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
Inclusive,   except  the  twenty-nine,   (29), 

c,  50c.  and  75c.  copies. 

For  $2.50  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOUiND  VOLUMES  — 

Can  be  furnished,   strongly  bound  In  cloth  and 
boards,    as   follow?: 
Tol.  I   and   II   YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one  volume $1  00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92,  298  pages 
of  valuable  and  instructive  Oologlcal 
and  Ornitbological  matter  with  many 
full    page    illustrations $1.00 

Or,  If  you  order  tlie  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mail  for  only 
11.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain, 
ts    worth    many    times    the    price. 

Address     plainly, 

THE  OOLOGIST. 

Lacon,  111, 


GUIDE    TO    TAXIDERMY 

The  latest  in  helps  for  the  taxi- 
dermist, young  beginners  and  more 
advanced  alike. 

Written  by  the  veteran  taxider- 
mist, C.  K.  Reed,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  son  and  Mr.  N.  F.  Stone, 

Chapters  on  all  phases  of  collect- 
ing, preserving,  making  up  in  skins 
or  mounting  birds,  animals,  fish  and 
reptiles;  valvable  hints  as  to  tools, 
materials  and  prices. 

Many  recipes  and  a  complete  list 
showing  exchange  prices  of  bird 
skins  and  eggs.     304  pp.  and  index 

The  work  is  well  written,  sur- 
prisingly free  from  personal  bias, 
printed  on  very  good  paper,  profuse- 
ly illustrated,  cloth  bound,  and  last 
but  not  least,  worth  many  times  its 
cost  to  any  taxidermist  or  collector. 
Postpaid  $1.50. 


ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 


Box    173 


Rochester,    N.  Y. 


TO     ALL     INTERESTED. 
REMEMBER. 

I  furnish  collections  covering  one  or  several 
oranches  of  Natural  History  for  study  or 
museum  purposes  at  Special  reduced  rates. 
Don't  fail  to  write  me.  I  will  quote  you  on 
your  line  of  wants  or  I  will  furnish  a  general 
assortment  that  will  fit  your  purse  and  be 
sure  to  please. 


SECOND  HAND  BOOKS. 

Conditions  Practically  New. 

American  Birds,  Finley $1  40 

Fciitliert'd  Game  of  the  North  East,  Rich  2  80 
t'ainps  and  Cruises  of  an  Ornithologigt 

( 'hapniaii 2  70 

Hand  1)1  ink  of  Birds  of   Eastern    North 

.Viiu'rica,  Chapman 2  75 

Art  of  Taxidermy,  Rowley 1  89 

"Where  Did  Life  Begin?"  Scribner 1  18 

"l'"rederi(k  Young,"  The  Natural  History 

Novel,  Phillips 40 

Insecta,  Hyatt 1  08 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT, 
Box  173  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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THE     REASON. 


I  have  purchased  THE  OOLOGIST  and  now  own  the  oldest  publication  in 
America  devoted  to  Oology.  It  is  only  proper  to  give  my  reasons  for  making 
this  purchase  to  the  patrons  of  the  publication. 

For  more  than  thirty  years  I  have  been  a  student  of  our  birds  and  for  more 
than  twenty  years  I  have  been  engaged  in  gathering  together  a  collection  of 
their  nests  and  eggs.  During  all  of  this  time  I  have  had  much  correspondence 
with  leading  students  along  these  lines  in  almost  every  state  in  the  Union.  Al- 
ways I  have  felt  the  necessity  of  a  medium  of  exchange  and  inter-communication 
between  those  similarly  interested.  And  an  old  subscriber  to  the  old  and  loved 
"O.  &  O.",  I  always  regretted  not  having  purchased  it  and  thereby  rescued  it 
from  an  untimely  grave.  I  became  convinced  that  THE  OOLOGIST  was  about  to 
follow  the  "O.  &  O."  into  inocuous  desuetude,  so  have  secured  control  thereof  in 
an  endeavor  to  preserve  to  us  all  ,this  one  tie  that  binds. 

THE  OOLOGIST,  in  the  future  will  be,  1  hope,  as  good  as  it  has  been  in  the 
past  and  much  more,  for  it  is  my  purpose  to  make  it  a  representative  of  us  all. 
It  is  not  now  published  in  the  interest  of  any  one  person,  nor  of  any  dealer  in 
anything.  I  have  never  sold  a  bird  skin  or  a  bird's  egg  in  my  life  and  never  ex- 
pect to.  1  will  treat  all  with  equal  fairness  and  recognize  that  to  succeed,  one 
must  deserve  success.  It  is  not  possible  to  bring  THE  OOLOGIST  up  to  the 
standard  where  it  belongs  without  the  co-operation  of  those  it  serves,  and  of 
those  who  are  interested  in  it.  Earnestly  1  solicit  this  co-operation;  every  new 
subscriber  you  send  in  will  help  some;  every  advertisement  you  send  will  help 
more;  and  every  bright,  fresh,  crisp  bird  note  or  article  will,  I  assure  you,  be  ful- 
ly appreciated  and  properly  accredited. 

That  you  may  all  meet  me,  face  to  face,  I  refer  you  to  the  next  page. 

R.  M.  BARNES, 

Lacon,  111. 
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DIED    IN    THE    HARNESS. 


In  going  over  the  subscription  ledger  of  THE  OOLOGIST,  the  forego- 
ing are  noted  as  "dead,"  having  passed  away  while  subscribers  to  this 
magazine.  What  a  flood  of  memories  these  names  bring  forward.  What 
a  fund  of  bird  knowledge  they  carried  with  them  to  their  graves.  Who 
knows  had  they  all  been  spared  to  continue  their  chosen  research  in  the 
field  of  Ornithology,  but  that  their  names  might  have  adorned  some  of  our 
foremost  pages  of  bird  literature. 

The  name  of  George  Noble  is  specially  saddening  to  the  editor.  I 
knew  him  so  well  and  so  long  and  can  testify  to  his  accurate,  painstaking 
observation  of  bird  life,  as  well  as  to  the  care  in  the  preparation  of  his 
specimens.  Had  he  lived,  there  is  no  question  but  that  his  impress  would 
have  been  left  upon  our  literature.  The  entire  collection  of  Mr.  Noble  is 
now  the  property  of  the  writer.  It  holds  an  honored  place  in  my  cabinets; 
and  no  data  stands  higher  in  my  estimation. 

Many  of  the  names  in  this  list  were  well  and  favorably  known  to  us, 
md  many  highly  prized  specimens  have  we  received  from  them.  Only  a 
short  time  before  the  death  of  Percy  Selous  and  Claude  L.  Cummings,  did 
they  enhich  our  cabinet  of  specimens. 


George  F.  Brenninger, 

.1.  B.  Lewis, 

Claude   A.   Cummings. 

Prof.  T.  Gruber, 

George  Noble, 

Max  Boewe, 

Dr.  F.  N.  Danion, 

Dr.  Morris  Gibbs, 

Percy  Selous, 

E.  W.  May, 

Lewis  W.  Hahn, 

H.  K.  Sedgwick, 

.lohn  Livermore, 

Isaac  S.  Kirk, 

August  I'och, 


Phoenix,  Arizona. 
Petaluma,  California. 
Pinole,  California. 
San  Francisco,  California. 
Savannah,  Georgia. 
Taunton,    Massachusetts. 
Scituate,  Massachusetts. 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan. 
Niles,  Michigan. 
Detroit,  Michigan. 
Silver  Creek,  New  York. 
Palmyra,  New  York. 
New  York  City. 
Nottingham,  Pennsylvania. 
Williamsport,  Pennsylvania. 
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The   First. 


To  Robert  E.  Johnson,  of  Ivoryton, 
Connecticut,  falls  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  renewal  subscription  to  reach 
the  new  management. 


Kind  Words. 

The  following  from  H.  E.  Bishop, 
secertary  of  the  Game  and  Fish  Pro- 
tective Association  of  Sayre,  Pa.,  has 
the  true  ring  to  it.  It  is  the  first  let- 
ter received  by  the  new  editor  rela- 
tive to  our  venture  into  the  realms  of 
journalism: 

"I  note  from  THE  OOLOGIST  for 
March,  which  has  just  come  to  hand, 
that  you  have  purchased  'THE  OOLO- 
GIST." Let  me  be  among  the  first  to 
wish  you  success  with  your  new  un- 
dertaking, and  I  assure  you  of  my 
support  in  every  way  possible.  I  have 
been  a  subscriber  to  the  paper  for 
nine  years  and  am  therefore  interest- 
ed in  its  future.  I  am  sure  new  life 
will  help  the  paper  out  of  the  rut  it 
has  sometimes  been  in.  One  very  bad 
feature  has  always  been,  we  never 
knew  when  to  expect  it.  Can't  we 
hope  to  have  a  date  of  publication 
now  and  always  get  the  paper  with- 
in a  reasonable  time  after  that  date. 
******  It  would  seem  to  me  a  big 
improvement  to  have  the  pages  of  live 
matter  only  numbered  consecutively, 
so  that  the  ads.  could  be  torn  out 
when  bound." 

We  will  say  that  hereafter  the  pub- 
lication day  of  THE  OOLOGIST  will 
be  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  each  month, 
except  when  that  day  falls  on  Sunday: 
then  it  will  be  issued  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing. Manuscript  and  all  advertis- 
ing copy  must  be  here  ten  days  be- 
fore the  publication  day,  or  it  will  go 
on  to  the  next  issue.  As  to  paging 
only  the  reading  matter,  the  idea  is 
a  good  one  and  will  be  carefully  look- 
ed into. 

We  should  be  glad  to  have  further 
suggestions  from  our  subscribers. 


The  Blue  Martins. 

The  splendid  birds  arrived  at  the 
new  home  of  THE  OOLOGIST  at  La- 
con,  Illinois,  April  5,  1909.  They  have 
arrived  at  their  boxes  on  my  home 
place,  beginning  during  the  past  years, 
on  the  following  dates: 

1S95    April    2d 

1896    April    6th 

1897    March    29th 

1898    April   1st 

1899    April  9th 

1900   April  3d 

1901    April  12th 

1902    April    16th 

1903    April    3d 

1904    March   23d 

190.5    April    3d 

1906    April    6th 

1907   April  16th 

1905     April    5th 

There  are  few  birds  that  will  pay- 
rent  in  larger  return  of  song  and  act- 
ual service  than  the  Martin.  A  box  of 
Martins  will  decrease  the  insect  pests, 
as  house  flies,  mosquitoes  and  the 
like  around  a  house  amazingly.  While 
the  sprightly,  bubbling  song  and 
quaint  mannerisms  of  the  birds  are  a 
source  of  almost  continued  pleasure 
during  the  season. 


Winter  Song  Sparrows. 


A  pair  of  Merrill  Song  Sparrows 
are  spending  the  winter  around  my 
home  feeding  on  crumbs  and  chicken 
feed. 

On  the  afternoon  of  January  3,  1909, 
the  sun  can:e  cut  bright  and  warmed 
the  west  side  of  the  building  where 
currant  bushes  are  standing  and  on 
these  bushes  was  i)erched  the  male 
bird  singing  away  as  though  he  was 
singing  to  his  mate  in  June.  Several 
times  since  I  have  noticed  the  same 
bird  singing  on  a  bush  or  fence  when 
snow  covered  the  ground  two  and 
three  inches. 

The  morning  of  February  8th,  a 
light  snow  storm  was  prevailing  and, 
to  my  surprise,   I   heard     ii     familiar 
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song;  and  on  investigation  it  proved 
to  be  the  same  bird  perched  on  a 
picket  trying  to  welcome  the  falling 
flakes. 

I  never  knew  of  a  bird  whose  win- 
ter home  should  be  in  the  Sunny 
South,  to  sing  in  a  snow  storm  be- 
fore.   Probably  others  have. 

PERCY  L.  JUDD, 

Rathdrum,  Idaho. 

Early  Song  Sparrows. 

On  February  25,  1909,  I  was  out  for 
one  of  my  usual  walks  and  saw  a 
sparrow  fly  across  the  road.  I  stop- 
ped and  went  over  to  see  what  it  was 
and  it  kept  hopping  arovmd  in  the 
bushes  and  limbs  by  the  creek,  and 
then  I  caught  sight  of  another  one.  I 
soon  saw  that  they  were  song  spar- 
rows, so  left  them  and  went  away  on 
my  walk;  and  the  next  day,  thought 
I  would  go  back  and  see  if  they  were 
still  there.  After  looking  around  a 
still  there.  After  getting  there 
and  looking  around  a  bit,  I 
found     the     same     two     birds    eating 

I  never  thought  any  mere  about 
them,  until  about  a  week  afterwards, 
was  passing  there,  and  saw  the  same 
two  birds,  and  they  looked  just  as 
comfortable  as  though  it  was  summer. 
STUART   CLARKE. 


From  Virginia. 


iViourning    Doves. 

E.  W.  Graves,  of  Clay  Center,  Kan- 
sas, reports  twenty-five  nests  of  this 
species  in  a  two  acre  orchard  near 
Abilene,  Kansas,  on  June  4th,  one  of 
which  contained  three  eggs.  On  July 
29th  there  were  still  four  occupied 
nests  in  this  orchard,  and  during  the 
first  week  of  September  still  another 
nest  was  found  there  with  eggs.  The 
species  must  be  more  plentiful  in  the 
West  than  further  toward  the  Eastern 
coast;  or  perhai)s  less  persecuted  by 
so-called  sportsmen  who  shoot  this 
beautiful  and  innocent  bird,  even  dur- 
the  nesting  season  as  "game." 


H.  H.  Bailey,  of  Newport  News,  Vir- 
ginia, reports  the  arrival  of  the  Os- 
prey  at  "El  Rancho,"  February  17th; 
also  the  presence  of  an  American 
Goshawk  there  the  same  day.  He  also 
says  his  semi-domesticated  Mallards 
began  laying  in  February,  and  Blue 
Birds  with  eggs  in  their  nests  March 
24th  of  this  year;  and  Carolina  Wrens 
and  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  with 
finished  nests  at  the  same  time. 


From    Pittston,   Penna. 


E!.  W.  Campbell,  the  well-known  tax- 
idermist of  this  place,  reports  the  fol- 
lowing: 

No.  533,  Pine  Siskins,  here  on  Fri- 
day, February  12;  about  a  dozen;  six 
or  seven  miles  back  of  town,  back  of 
Campbell's  Ledge.  They  cannot  come 
any  nearer  town  as  the  lumber  hog 
has  been  here  and  done  his  work  of 
destruction.  In  a  little  while  there 
won't  be  a  tree  standing  for  a  bird  to 
sit  on;  let  alone  build  a  nest  in. 

Redpolls  are  here  also;  both  kinds, 
the  Greater  and  Lesser. 

511b,  Bronze  Crackle;  a  flock  of 
seven  of  these  birds,  October  17,  1908, 
East  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 
Three  of  these  decided  to  remain  with 
me. 

The  largest  Great-horned  Owl  came 
to  me  November  14,  1908.  It  is  near- 
ly black,  and  the  wing  spread  is  58 
inches. 


A    Blue-winged   Warbler's    Nest. 


On  June  6th.  1908,  while  mowing- 
brush  for  a  neighbor,  I  had  the  good 
luck  to  find  the  nest  of  a  Blue-winged 
Warbler,  situated  fourteen  inches 
from  the  ground  in  a  small  clump  of 
blackberry  bushes.  Nest  composed  of 
very  fine  grass,  lined  with  horse  hair. 
It  contained  six  fresh  eggs.  The  bird 
flushed  from  nest.  I  watched  her  for 
some  little  time  afterwards.  This  is 
the  first  nest  of  this  Warbler  I  have 
known  being  found  in  Ashtabula  coun- 
ty, Ohio. 
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But  oh  I  the  fate  of  this  treasure;  it 
was  unfortunate.  For  while  moving 
to  another  house  the  load  of  goods  up- 
set, and  this  with  some  others,  van- 
ished, and  is  now  only  a  pleasant 
dream. 

Owing  to  the  very  late  spring  of 
1908,  several  species  of  Warblers 
that  go  further  north  to  nest  remained 
here  during  the  summer;  so  of  course 
must  have  nested  here,  although  I 
found  no  nests.  I  saw  at  times  all 
summer,  both  the  Blackburnian  and 
Blackpoll  Warblers. 

S.  V.  WHARRAM, 
Geneva,  Ohio. 


Vaux's   Swift    Nesting    in    Chimneys. 


I  recently  learneil  of  an  unused 
chimney  in  a  farmhouse  near  here 
where  a  colony  of  the  "Vaux's  Swift 
have  built  their  nests  and  reared 
young  for  a  number  of  years;  while  I, 
all  unsuspecting,  watched  every  hol- 
low tree  in  the  neighborhood  for  the 
past  two  seasons,  hoping  to  find  a 
nest,  as  the  bird   is  not   rare  here. 

Do  any  of  our  western  readers  have 
knowledge  of  this  swift  becoming  so 
much  civilized?     It's  new  to  me. 

STANLEY  G.  JEWETT, 
Sellwood  Sta., 

Portland,  Ore. 

From  California. 


R.  M.  Pertz,  of  Los  Angeles,  Califor- 
nia, reports  a  nest  of  a  California 
Shrike  found  ten  feet  up  in  an  Euca- 
lyptus tree  with  six  fresh  eggs,  Febru- 
ary 2,  1909.  Rather  early  for  this  spe- 
cies, we  should  say. 

Good    Beginning. 


The  season  of  1909  opens  propitious- 
ly for  Ye  Editor,  with  a  set  of  four 
Great  Horned  Owls,  March  6th,  and  a 
set  of  five  Barred  Owl,  March  15th. 
This  is  the  third  set  of     four     Great 


Horned,  and  the  first  set  of  five  Bar- 
red that  have  come  under  our  person- 
al observation  in  a  collecting  exper- 
ience of  over  thirty  years.  Another 
set  of  Great  Horned  Owl  was  taken 
March  2Sth. 


Unusual. 


Last  spring  and  summer,  there  was 
at  the  edge  of  the  street  in  front  of 
my  house,  a  pool  of  water  caused  by  a 
leak  in  the  water  connection.  Natur- 
ally this  made  a  great  drinking  and 
bathing  place  for  the  birds,  and  at 
different  times  between  May  1st  and 
August  1st,  found  the  following  eggs, 
which  had  been  deposited  on  the 
ground  near  the  water. 

English  Sparrow,  3;  Song  Sparrow, 
1;  Chii)ping  Sparrow,  2;  Robin,  2  (one 
about  the  size  of  Catbird's  egg),  on 
July  28th). 

Is  not  this  an  unusual  occurrence? 
1  did  not  know  that  it  was  customary 
for  birds  to  drop  eggs  in  this  manner. 
K.  B.  SQUIRES, 

Greensport,   L.  I. 

It  is  not  very  uncommon  to  occa- 
sionally find  an  egg  of  some  of  these 
species  dropped  away  from  the  nest, 
but  it  is  rjuite  unusual  to  find  so  many 
dropi)e(l  at  one  i)lace. — EDITOR. 

From  the   Isle  of  Pines. 


The  Oologist:  — 

A  short  time  ago  1  sent  you  a  list  of 
biids  which  I  identified  on  my  trip 
down  here,  and  I  promised  that  you 
would  hear  from  ine  later.  Every  day 
now  the  warblers  are  becoming  more 
plentiful.  Up  to  this  date  I  have  iden- 
tified forty-five  species  of  birds  most 
of  which  I  had  met  before  in  Ohio,  and 
there  are  about  as  many  more  which 
I  have  seen,  and  have  been  unable  to 
name.  The  Ground  Doves  are  begin- 
ning to  nest.  I  have  run  across  five 
of  them  on  our  place  since  .January 
20tli.    Quail  are  fairly  i)lentiful  and  go 
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in  larger  flocks  than  they  generally  do 
in  the  North,  and  are  very  tame. 

The  list  which  I  have  seen  here  up 
to  date  is  as  follows: 

197     Snowy  Heron  (Several). 
120a  Florida  Cormorant  (3). 
444     Kingbird    (Common). 

Black  Parrot  (Abundant), 
Cuban    Sparrow    Hawk      (Com- 
mon ) . 
316     Mourning  Dove    (Common). 
289     Bob-White  (Fairly  common). 
Carrion  Crow   (Several). 
Green  Parrot  (Very  common). 
320     Ground   Dove    (Abundant). 

Grackle  (Species  not  determin- 
ed). 
681     Maryland    Yellowthroat      (Sev- 
eral.) 
409     Red-bellied  Woodpecker  (Com- 
mon). 

662  Blackburnian  Warbler   (1). 
Red-legged  Thrush  (Abundant). 

325     Turkey  Buzzard  (Abundant). 
501     Meadowlark  (Not  common). 
509     Rusty  Blackbird  (Several). 
657     Magnolia  Warbler   (A  few). 
676     Louisiana   Water-thrush    (1). 
675     Water-thrush    (Common). 

206  Sand-hill  Crane    (A  few). 
704     Catbird. 

201     Green  Heron   (A  few). 

636  Black  and  White  Warbler  (A 
few). 

673     Prairie    Warbler    (Several). 

Cuban  Wood  Pewee  (Very  com- 
mon ) . 

317     Zenida  Dove   (1). 

207  Limpkin  (2). 

663  Yellow-throated  Warbler  (2). 
758a  Olive-backed  Thrush  (1). 
445     Gray  Kingbird    (Common). 
390     Belted   Kingfisher   (Several). 
191     Least  Bittern  (2). 

456     Phoebe  (Several). 

648     Parula  Warbler   (Common). 

672     Palm  Warbler  (Abundant). 

636  Prothonotary  Warbler  (Com- 
mon ) . 

654  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
(A  few). 

687     American  Redstart   (1). 

118     Anhinga   (1). 

423     Chimney  Swift  (2). 

314     White-crowned  Pigeon   (1). 

640     Bachman's  Warbler   (1). 

There  are  several  different  species 
of  pigeons  here  which  I  have  not  iden- 
tified; also  some  flycatchers  and  hum- 
mers.    Of  course  this  list  is  not  very 


complete  as  I  have  been  here  only  a 
little  over  two  months,  and  have  been 
busy  most  of  the  time.  The  majority 
of  these  I  have  seen  on  our  own  tract. 
You  will  hear  from  me  later  if  this 
proves  of  interest  to  you. 
Feb.  7,  1909. 

A.  C.  READ. 


Newspaper  Ornithology. 


The  following  delightful  sample  of 
the  serious  and  dangerous  effects  of 
spring  fever  Is  dished  up  by  a  well- 
known  publication.  Later  in  the  sea- 
son the  malady  will  be  more  malignant 
and  will  escape  by  means  of  snake 
stories,  and  later,  fish  stories.  Finally, 
late  in  the  season,  when  it  really  be- 
comes serious  and  dangerous,  the  sea 
serpent  will  appear  at  all  the  well- 
known  summer  resorts: 


The  Last  of  C.  L.  Rawson's  Quail  Trap 
Eagles. 


Attracting  considerable  attention  at 
the  Norwich  and  Worcester  railroad 
station  were  the  Quail  Trap  eagles, 
mounted  with  wings  extended  and  un- 
crated,  on  their  way  to  North  Wood- 
stock. They  were  all  New  London 
county  examples  and  the  whiteheads 
were  from  the  pair  that  used  to  breed 
in  a  swamp  12  miles  from  Westerly. 
An  adult  female  golden  eagle  in  nup- 
tial plumage  is  an  unusual  occurrence 
in  Eastern  Connecticut,  the  records  be- 
ing few  and  far  between. 

Among  other  local  varieties  going  to 
the  Quail  Trap  museum  were  horned 
larks,  grebes  and  red-headed  wood- 
peckers from  Preston,  hooded  mer- 
ganser from  Spalding's  dam,  Barrows' 
goldeneyes  from  Trading  cove,  oyster- 
catchers  from  the  Thames  river,  loon, 
snowy  heron  and  eider  duck  from 
Noank  and  Carolina  rail,  Florida  galli- 
nule  and  rough-winged  swallow,  all 
|)icked  up  dead  in  the  suburbs  of  Nor- 
wich. 
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SILLY  ! 

The  Outing  Magazine  for  April  an- 
nounces that  it  is  about  to  undertake 
a  militant  campaign  for  the  conserva- 
tion of  our  natural  resources.  Follow- 
ing this  is  an  article  by  the  editor  on 
"A  Pernicious  Collecting  Mania," 
wherein  he  excoriates  without  limit 
the  collecting  of  birds'  eggs,  and  an- 
nounces that  parents  should  "make 
clear  to  their  children  that  for  every 
egg  they  take  they  are  subtracting  one 
from  the  number  of  future  birds  which 
are  doing  their  best  to  make  the  out- 
doors a  pleasant  place  to  live  in." 

This  is  all  very  well  in  its  way,  if  it 
were  consistent.  But  coming  as  it 
does  from  a  man  who  has  spent  his 
life  largely  in  the  destruction  of  our 
wild  creatures,  pursuing  them  into 
the  uttermost  recesses  of  their  further- 
most habitations;  and  coming  as  it 
does  from  a  magazine,  a  very  large 
portion  of  whose  advertising  columns 
is  taken  up  with  the  exploitation  of 
murderous  paraphernalia  ranging 
from  trout  flies  to  repeating  shot-guns 
and  automatic  fire  arms,  and  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  the  cuts  and 
plates  appearing  therein  are  pictures 
of  wild  animals  and  wild  fowl  stricken 
unto  {'eath  by  the  tremendous  efficien- 
cy of  tJ.e  engines  of  destruction  there- 
in exploited,  leads  one  to  believe  that 
this  militant  campaign  against  the  boy 
who  desires  to  make  a  collection  of 
birds'  eggs  in  his  vicinity,  is  largely 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  dust  behind 
which  to  hide  the  greater  offense — the 
destruction  of  the  bird  that  laid  the 
egg. 

True,  the  taking  of  the  bird's  egg 
may  decrease  the  number  of  future 
birds  one;  the  chances  are  that  it 
will  not;  for  the  mother  bird  almost 
invariably  selects  another  site  and 
lays  another  clutch  of  eggs.  But  the 
taking  of  the  life  of  the  mother  bird 
so   heartily  pursued   by  the  editor  of 


Outing,  and  so  expressively  exploited 
in  the  columns  of  Outing,  would  most 
certainly  reduce  the  number  of  pres- 
ent birds  one,  and  reduce  the  number 
of  future  birds,  many. 

The  collecting  of  birds's  eggs  for 
scientific  purposes  is  just  as  legiti- 
mate as  collecting  in  any  other  line 
of  natural  history.  Nearly  all  the  birds' 
eggs  collected  by  the  boys  of  the 
country,  ultimately  find  their  way  in- 
to permanent  quarters,  either  in  large 
private  collections  or  in  public  mu- 
seums. Many  of  our  leading  scientists 
in  the  line  of  ornithology  have  com- 
menced their  life  as  collectors  of  birds' 
eggs  in  early  days.  This  is  true  of 
Charles  E.  Bendire,  William  Brews- 
ter, John  M.  Thayer,  Frank  M.  Chap- 
man, T.  S.  Palmer,  Otto  Widman,  Ju- 
lius Grinnell,  and  Walter  Emerson;  as 
well  as  many  other  lesser  lights. 

Mr.  Chapman,  in  his  latest  book, 
says  that  egg  collecting  has  been  prac- 
ticed in  England  almost  from  time  im- 
memorial, without  appreciably  reduc- 
ing the  number  of  birds.  The  small 
boy  goes  into  the  woods  and  makes  his 
modest  collection  of  eggs,  and  thereby 
acquires  a  healthy  love  of  investiga- 
tion along  natural  history  lines,  fills 
his  young  lungs  with  ozone,  and  builds 
real  red  blood,  as  the  result  of  his  out- 
door exercise:  and  the  enthusiastic 
action  of  his  mind. 

It  belittles  a  magazine  of  the  stand- 
ing of  Outing  to  make  war  on  the  boy, 
because  the  boy  may  remember  that 
the  writer  of  the  article  is  the  very 
man  who  spent  nearly  all  of  one  win- 
ter wandering  through  the  Arctic 
snows  of  Northwestern  American  in 
an  effort  to  kill  off  and  destroy  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  very  limited 
number  of  wild  bison  left  in  the  en- 
tire world;  and  thereby  endeavoring 
to  hasten  the  complete  extinction  of 
this  noble  animal. 

Outing  had  better  commence  its 
militant  campaign  at  home;    clean   its 
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own  house,  and  reform  its  own  editor 
before  commencing  to  make  war  on 
the  small  boys  of  the  country,  be- 
cause they  may  be  disposed  to  com- 
mence the  scientific  pursuits  of  their 
life  in  the  manner  in  which  many  of 
our  most  learned  men  along  these 
lines  began. 

One  repeating  shot-gun  sold  as  the 
result  of  an  advertisement  in  Outing 
will  reduce  the  number  of  wild  fowl 
or  upland  game  birds  likely  to  be 
upon  the  face  of  this  earth  ten  years 
from  today,  a  hundred  fold  more  than 
all  the  collecting  that  any  egg  collec- 
tor is  likely  to  do. 

To  begin  a  militant  campaign 
against  the  egg  collector  because  he 
takes  the  egg  of  the  bird  while  endeav- 
oring to  further  in  every  way  by  ad- 
vertisement and  the  like,  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  bird  that  laid  the  egg,  ap- 
pears to  the  mind  of  the  writer,  as 
silly — simply  silly! 


BOOKS    RECEIVED. 
Summer   Birds  of  Shaw's   Garden. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  separate 
from  the  20th  Annual  Report  of  the 
Missouri  Botanical  Garden,  by  Prof. 
Otto  Widmann.  It  is  ample  recom- 
mendation that  the  paper  is  by  Mr. 
Widmann.  That  at  once  entitles  it 
to  high  rank,  for  Mr.  Widmann's  at- 
tainments in  the  line  of  Ornithological 
knowledge  are  well  known  and  high- 
ly respected. 

The  paper  shows  a  remarkably  care- 
ful preparation,  and  painstaking  in- 
vestigation, as  well  as  a  very  unusual 
number  of  birds  to  be  found  in  so 
small  an  area,  in  the  very  midst  of  a 
great  commercial  city  of  upwards  of 
500.000  people. 

The  birds  noted  that  nest  within  the 
garden  are  as  follows: 

289     Bob-white. 

316     Mourning  Dove. 

373     Screech  Owl. 


387  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo. 

388  Black-billed   Cuckoo. 

406  Red-headed  Woodpecker. 

412  Northern  Flicker. 

423  Chimney  Swift. 

444  Kingbird. 

4.52  Great  Crested  Flycatcher. 

461  Wood  Pewee. 

466  Traill's  Flycatcher. 

477  Blue  Jay. 

488  Crow. 

495  Cowbird. 

498  Red-winged  Blackbird. 

501  Meadowlark. 

506  Orchard  Oriole. 

507  Baltimore  Oriole. 
511b  Bronzed  Grackle. 
529  American  Goldfinch. 
B.  S.  English   Sparrow. 

E.  T.  European  Tree  Sparrow. 

563  Chipping  Sparrow. 

581  Song  Sparrow. 

587  Towhee. 

593  Cardinal. 

595  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak. 

598  Indigo  Bunting. 

627  Warbling  Vireo. 

633  Bell's  Vireo. 

652  Yellow  Warbler. 

681  Yellowthroat. 

683  Yellow-breasted  Chat 

703  Mockingbird. 

704  Catbird. 

705  Brown  Thrasher. 
756  Wood  Thrush. 
761  Robin. 

Those  who  visited  the  Garden  with- 
out nesting  therein  are  listed  as  fol- 
lows, A.  O.  U.  Nos.: 

360  Sparrow  Hawk. 

390  Belted  Kingfisher. 

420  Nighthawk. 

428  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

611  Purple  Martin. 

620  Cedar  Waxwing. 


Notes  on  American  Woodcock. 


In  Number  2,  Volume  9,  of  the  Bulle- 
tin of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences,  is  a  splendid  paper  on  the 
American  Woodcock  by  that  well- 
known  naturalist,  Ottomar  Reinecke, 
accompanied  by  numerous  half-tone 
plates  of  the  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs.  The  name  of  the  writer  is  a 
safe  guaranty  of  the  thoroughness  of 
the  paper,  and  is  a  valuable  contribu- 
tion to  the  literature  relating  to  this 
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bird.  Mr.  Reinecke  makes  the  state- 
ment that  the  Woodcock  arrives  in 
the  vicinity  of  Buffalo  about  the  last 
week  in  March,  and  immediately  be- 
gins nesting;  and  notes  the  occurrence 
of  five  eggs  in  one  nest;  which  so  far 
as  the  observations  of  the  writer  of 
this  goes,  is  exceedingly  unusual. 

As  Mr.  Reinecke  intimates  in  his  pa- 
per, the  Woodcock  is  rapidly  approach- 
ing extinction,  and  something  should 
be  done,  not  only  to  afford  protection 
to  this  bird  when  wintering  in  the 
South,  as  he  suggests,  but  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  should  be  everywhere  pro- 
tected by  a  continuous  closed  season, 
and  the  shooting  of  the  Woodcock 
should  be  stopped  absolutely  for  at 
least  ten  years. 

In  the  early  memory  of  the  writer,  it 
was  a  very  common  bird  along  the 
Illinois  River,  and  it  was  nothing  un- 
usual for  a  hunter  to  procure  a  dozen 
in  a  day,  and  its  nest  was  frequently 
found.  Yet  it  is  so  nearly  wiped  out 
of  this  vicinity  that  the  last  and  only 
Woodcock  seen  by  the  writer  in  more 
than  five  years  was  one  August  even- 
ing in  1907  within  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Lacon.  It  is  a  gentle,  docile, 
beautiful  bird  and  should  be  protected 
from  the  fate  that  seems  to  await  it. 

DID    YOU    KNOW? 


That  THE  OOLOGIST  has  taken 
Horace  Greeley's  advice  and  gone 
West? 

***** 

That  it  is  now  located  within  two 
hundred  miles  of  the  center  of  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States? 

:^  ^.  :^  :|e  :J: 

That  it  is  now  located  within  about 
three  hundred  miles  of  the  geograph- 
ical center  of  the  United  States? 

:{:  :4:  ^  iic  4: 

That  it  is  the  only  medium  in  the 
United  States  between  those  interest- 
ed in  Birds'  Nests,  Eggs  and  Skins? 

:i>c  sjt  :te  3|:  :{c 

That  a  magazine  that  has     existed 

for  twenty-six  years  must  have  some 

usefulness  as  well  as  friends? 
*     *     *     *     * 

That  the  Illinois  Valley  in  which 
the  new  home  of  THE  OOLOGIST  is 


situated,  is  "by  the  books"  one  of  the 
great  migration  highways  of  our 
birds? 

That  it  will  be  bigger,  brighter,  new- 
sier and  better  than  ever  in  the  fu- 
ture, and  only  costs  fifty  cents  a  year, 
and  that  you  ought  to  get  busy  and 
send  in  your  renewal,  and  at  least  one 
new^  subscriber  to  help  push  it  along? 

Disasters  Caused  by   a  Horned  Owl. 


Very  recently  in  Northern  Califor- 
nia a  horned  owl  in  carrying  a  rabbit 
to  his  nest,  says  a  writer  in  the  Chil- 
dren's Visitor,  struck  one  of  the  high 
tension  wires  on  the  trolley  line  be- 
tween Redding  and  Middle  Creek, 
while  the  rabbit  hit  the  lower  wire. 
This  produced  a  "short  circuit"  with 
the  following  results: 

The  short-circuiting  caused  a  fire  in 
the  great  hoisting  works  of  the  White 
Oak  Mines,  near  Shasta,  totally  de- 
stroying them  at  a  loss  of  five  thous- 
and dollars.  It  also  caused  a  fire  in 
the  Hotel  Lorenz  in  Redding.  The  ho- 
tel was  partly  burned  and  many  guests 
had  a  very  narrow  escape  for  their 
lives.  However,  the  fire  was  extin- 
guished by  the  Redding  fire  depart- 
ment after  a  desperate  fight  and  a 
heavy  loss. 

At  the  time  the  White  Oak  Mine 
was  closed  down,  and  only  a  single 
watchman  was  on  the  ground.  The 
news  of  the  burning  works  soon  reach- 
ed Shasta,  and  a  young  girl  ran  to 
the  nearest  telei)hone  station  and  at- 
tempted to  inform  the  fire  department 
at  Redding  of  the  fire.  The  short-cir- 
cuited power  line  striking  the  tele- 
phone line  knocked  the  girl  senseless 
— in  fact,  nearly  killed  her — besides 
very  badly  burning  her.  However,  she 
recovered. 

TAKE  NOTICE. 


Examine  the  number  on  the  wrap- 
per of  your  Oologist.  It  denotes  the 
time  your  subscription  expires.  Re- 
member we  must  be  notified  if  you 
wish  it  discontinued  and  all  arrear- 
ages be  paid. 

261 — your  subscription  expires  with 
this  issue. 

269 — your  subscription  expires  with 
December  issue,  1909. 

Address  all  communications  to 
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STILL    LEADING 


FIfTH  EDITION  LATTIN'S  STANDARD  CATALOfiyE  OF 
North  American   Birds   Eggs 


With  Oologist  One  Year,  Both  for  50c. 

Compiled  by  Frank  H.  Lattin  and 
Ernest  H.  Short,  with  the  assistance 
of  many  prominent  American  Oolo- 
gista. 

A  Complete  Up-to-date  Check  List 
of  North  American  Birds,  including 
Introduced  Species,  givinig  correct  ex- 
change values  on  all  species  whose 
eggs  are  procurable  at  this  time.  Ar- 
ranged  according  to  A.   O.   U.   Nome- 


clature,  but  giving  Ridgway's  and 
Coues'  numbers  also.  Printed  on 
one  side  of  page  only  leaving  it  In 
convenient  form  for  making  notes  in 
or  using  for  labelling  purposes. 
Bound  in  light  board  covers.  Neat  In 
style.  Handy  in  sihape  (just  goes  in- 
to full  government  envelope). 


Postpaid  25c  each.    Six  for  $1. 
Address  ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Manager  Oologist,  Chili,  N.  Y. 
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::  Check  List  of  North  American  Birds 
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T      common  and  scientific  names.     i6  pages  on  good  paper. 

^*                                                                 PRICE 
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JOHN     FARWELL     FERRY 


Returns   From    Expedition  to   Coast   of 
Venezuela   for  the   Field    Museum. 

At  least  one  new  species  of  bird  life, 
innumerable  interesting  and  rarespeii- 
mens  and  several  new  problems  as  to 
bird  distribution  are  some  of  the  re- 
sults of  a  trip  just  completed  by  John 
Farwell  Ferry  of  the  Field  Museum  of 
Natural  History  among  the  islands  ly- 
ing off  the  coast  of  Venezuela.  Mr. 
Ferry  arrived  in  Chicago  yesterday 
with  ten  cases  containing  850  birds, 
a  barrel  of  reptiles  and  fish  and  sev- 
eral trunks  of  curious  specimens. 

The  trip  just  completed  fills  a  gap 
which  has  always  e.xisted  between  the 
Dutch  West  Indies  and  the  Island  of 
Margarita  and  gives  the  museum  the 
only  complete  one  as  well  as  one  of 
the  largest  collection  of  West  Indian 
bird  life  in  e.xistence.  Much  new  in- 
formation has  been  gained  and  the 
ranges  of  several  species  of  birds 
heretofore  believed  to  be  confined  to 
the  Lesser  Antilles  have  been  ex- 
tended. 

Aside  from  the  scientific  significance 
of  the  expedition  there  is  a  Robinson 
Crusoe  interest  attaching  to  the  four 
months  of  travel  under  tropic  skies 
among  coral  reefs  or  volcanic,  rock- 
bound  islands.  Mr.  Ferry  left  Chicago 
on  December  15  and  sailed  from  New 
York  the  following  Sunday.  .Just  at 
that  time  the  Venezuelan  situation  was 
most  fevered,  and  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  would  be  allowed  to  carry 
on  his  scientific  exi)edition. 

A  hopeful  sign,  however,     was     the 


fact  that  a  number  of  political  refugees 
were  on  the  same  vessel  returning  to 
their  country,  among  them  was  Geb- 
eral  Rclando,  Castro's  aroh  enemy.  Ar- 
rived at  Curacao,  the  noted  exile  was 
received  with  the  maddest  enthusiasm 
by  the  populace  and  President  Gomez 
greeted  him  demonstratively  at  the 
wharf. 

At  Caracas,  after  some  little  diffi- 
culty, Mr.  Ferry  obtained  permission 
to  travel  with  firearms  and  returned  to 
Curacao  in  order  to  procure  a  schoon- 
er and  a  crew.  There  he  found  that 
few  of  the  sailors  knew  even  where 
the  islands  were  located,  since  they 
are  never  visited  except  by  a  few  ad- 
venturous fishermen.  After  many  dis- 
coui-agements  the  explorer  found  an 
intelligent  captain  and  a  schooner 
suited  for  his  purposes. 

Again  there  was  delay  owing  to  po- 
litical complications,  but  finally  the 
schooner  set  her  prow  out  into  the  wa- 
ters of  the  southern  Atlantic  toward 
the  reeky,  cactus-grown  wastes  where 
men  rarely  venture. 

Many  of  the  islands  were  found  to 
be  but  coral  reefs,  flat  and  sandy,  with 
no  vegetation  but  cactus  and  perhaps 
bit  a  single  species  of  birds  On  oth- 
ers the  only  living  things  were  count- 
less small  black  lizards,  as  thick  as 
ants.  On  one  of  the  islands  a  sort  of 
animated  gargoyle  was  met,  a  most 
rei)ulsive  black  reptile  with  horns,  fins 
and  scaly  claws. 

Ki;r  thirty  days  the  little  craft  trav- 
ersed the  lonely  wastes  of  the  ocean, 
often  becalmed  beneath  the  intense 
Klare  of  the  southern  sky,  often  niak- 
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ing  an  island  only  to  discover  that  no 

jagged,  precipitous  coast. 

landing   was   possible   because   of  the 

One  of  the  more  interesting  sights 
was  that  encountered  at  one  of  the 
islands  forming  the  group  called  Los 
Hermanos.  Here  the  steep  heights 
were  people  by  millions  of  tern,  their 
nests  being  so  thick  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  walk  around  without  tread- 
ing upon  their  eggs.  Their  constant 
cries  rent  the  air,  making  a  deafening 
din,  while  their  swooping  bodies  made 
a  dizzy  cloud  against  the  sun_ 

'"It  was  on  one  of  these  islands  that 
Mr.  Ferry  battled  his  way  to  the  peak 
through  the  stubborn  cactus.  There, 
hundreds  of  feet  above  the  sea,  with 
no  living  object  in  sight  but  the  birds, 
he  stood  alone  where  probably  no  hu- 
man foot  had  ever  stepped  before. 

"Then  I  suddenly  felt  the  power  of 
loneliness,"  he  said  in  speaking  of  the 
experience.  "The  water  about  the  is- 
land was  so  deep  that  it  had  not  been 
possible  to  anchor,  so  the  schooner 
had  put  us  off  in  a  boat  and  was  cruis- 
ing about.  I  saw  her  in  the  distance, 
heading  away  from  me,  and  in  that  mo- 
ment I  was  almost  overpowered  with 
the  terror  of  isolation. 

"Perhaps  the  most  beautiful  sight 
we  saw  was  a  flock  of  flamingoes 
early  one  morning.  We  knew  of  a 
marshy  cove  where  they  were  nesting, 
and  before  sunrise  we  put  out  in  the 
boat  and  approached.  As  we  neared 
the  spot  the  sun  rose  above  the  east- 
ern horizon,  staining  the  sky  a  deep 
roseate  hue.  Just  at  that  moment  the 
flock  of  flame-colored  birds  rose  and 
flitted  across  the  sky,  profiled  against 
the  east." 

During  the  thirty  days  on  board  the 
schooner  Mr.  Perry  traveled  some  1,- 
200  miles,  visiting  the  islands  spread 
from  Curacoa  to  :\Iargarita.  The  is- 
lands visited  were  Bonaire,  Aves,  Las 
Roques,   Orchilla,  Tortuga,  Blanquilla, 


Los  Hermanos,  Los  Testigos  and  Mar- 
garita. 

Although  the  trip  was  shorter  by 
two  months  than  was  planned  the  mu- 
seum authorities  feel  that  it  was  un- 
usually successful. 


The   Western   Winter   Wren    in   Wash- 
ington. 

A  number  of  my  correspondents  in 
the  eastern  United  States  tell  me  the 
Winter  Wren  (Olbiorchilus  hiemalis) 
spends  the  winter  in  their  locality,  but 
that  the  nests  have  invariably  escaped 
detection.  Therefore  a  few  notes  from 
my  personal  experience  covering 
twelve  years  with  the  Western  form 
(Olbiorchilus  hiemalis  pacificus)  may 
possibly  be  of  assistance  as  well  as 
interest. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Tacoma  these  little 
wrens  are  fairly  abundant  at  all  seas- 
ons of  the  year.  They  frequent  much 
the  same  locality  in  winter  as  they  do 
in  summer,  and  we  may  be  fairly  safe 
in  considering  them  as  resident  where- 
ever  found.  Their  favorite  resorts  are 
deep  gulches  at  the  bottom  of  which 
runs  a  fresh  water  stream,  or  else  we 
may  find  them  in  some  dark,  heavily 
timbered  piece  of  woodland.  As  a 
rule  they  prefer  a  rather  wet  locality, 
but  this  is  by  no  means  essential;  in- 
deed I  have  found  the  nest  on  a  dry 
hillside  at  a  long  distance  from  water. 

With  regard  to  their  nesting  sites, 
1  know  of  no  other  bird  that  can  at 
all  compare  with  this  wren  in  archi- 
tectural versality.  The  nest  may  be 
found  almost  anywhere  from  one  to 
twelve  feet  above  the  ground,  so  long 
as  it  is  in  a  suitable  locality.  Perhaps 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  nests  I  have  seen 
were  built  amongst  the  upturned  roots 
of  some  large  fallen  tree.  A  crevice 
formed  by  some  displaced  rock  is 
smoothed  out  by  the  bird  and  a  face- 
wall  of  green  moss  and  dead  twigs 
built  completely  over  the  o])ening.  An 
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entrance  not  more  than  an  inch  in  di- 
ameter is  left  near  the  top  of  this 
wall  , while  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the 
cavity  are  padded  with  green  moss. 
This  snug  little  hollow,  some  three 
inches  in  diameter,  is  then  Marmly 
lined  with  feathers  for  the  reception  of 
the  eggs.  This  type  of  nest  is  the  most 
common,  and  also  the  simplest  in  con- 
struction. 

The  next  most  commonly  used  site 
is  some  fallen  giant  of  the  forest  that 
has  split  open  upon  striking  the 
ground.  Hidden  deep  in  some  part  of 
the  split,  the  wren  builds  a  rather  pre- 
tentious little  nest,  usually  somewhat 
arched  over. 

Nearly  as  often  as  the  last  named 
method,  these  wrens  will  build  a  nest 
precisely  resembling  that  of  a  marsh 
wren  in  all  except  the  materials  used. 
These  nests  are  very  bulky,  handsome 
structures,  and  are  usually  suspended 
from  five  to  ten  feet  above  the  ground 
amongst  the  drooping  sprays  of  some 
large  fir  limb.  Sometimes,  however, 
it  is  built  in  the  center  of  a  baby  fir 
only  three  or  four  feet  high_ 

Other  sites  in  which  the  nests  may 
be  found  are  as  follows:  In  some 
huge  bunch  of  green  moss  suspended 
from  a  tree,  very  much  like  many 
nests  that  I  have  seen  of  the  Northern 
Parula  Warbler  (Compsothlypis  ameri- 
cana  usnare).  Again  it  will  be  under 
a  large  scale  of  bark  that  has  separat- 
ed a  few  inches  from  the  trunk  of 
some  fallen  tree.  Several  times  I  have 
found  it  in  the  roof  of  an  old  placer 
mine,  or  under  the  arch  of  some  bank 
of  earth.  Indeed,  until  last  summer,  I 
thought  I  had  pretty  well  solved  their 
nesting  affairs,  but  my  lack  of  knowl- 
edge was  again  made  evident  by  the 
discovery  of  a  beautiful  set  of  six 
eggs  placed  in  a  hole  in  a  small 
stump.  This  was  evidently  an  old  bor- 
ing made  by  some  passing  chickadee 
or  small   woodi)ecker.   the   nest   being 


placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  cavity  in 
the  same  manner  as  a  chickadee. 

So  erratic  are  they  in  their  habits 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  with  cer- 
tainty that  more  than  one  brood  is 
reared  in  a  season.  It  do  not  consider 
it  as  probable,  although  if  the  first  set 
of  eggs  is  removed,  another  set  is  usu- 
ally laid  in  the  vicinity.  The  earliest 
eggs  I  ever  saw  were  a  set  of  four  on 
April  15th  that  were  ready  to  hatch, 
but  most  commonly  fresh  eggs  may  be 
found  in  the  third  week  of  that  month. 
In  the  mountains  they  breed  practical- 
ly up  to  the  timber  line,  starting  in 
nest  building  as  soon  as  the  snow  gets 
melted  away  to  a  convenient  level.  At 
such  altitudes  as  6,000  feet  I  have 
found  fresh  eggs  as  late  as  the  last 
week  in  June,  but  I  have  no  reason  to 
think  the  birds  had  nested  before  that 
date. 

The  eggs  in  a  set  vary  from  four  to 
six  in  number,  but  most  commonly  five 
are  laid.  The  ground  color  is  a  delicate 
milky  white,  rather  sparingly  marked 
with  dots  of  pale  reddish  brown.  They 
vary  in  shape  from  rounded  to  elong- 
ate ovate,  and  always  impress  me  as 
being  very  large  for  such  a  small  bird, 
averaging  in  measurement  .65  x  .49 
inches. 

These  wrens  are  most  often  indus- 
trious builders  cf  decoy  nests.  One 
pair  cf  birds  will  generally  stake  out 
a  claim  covering  about  one  hundred 
yards  of  territory,  making  im- 
provements here  and  there  in  the 
shape  of  false  nests,  often  to  the  num- 
ber cf  six  or  eight  These  "decoys" 
are  almost  always  built  entirely  of 
moss,  and  in  this  way  they  may  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  real  nest  which 
has  a  liberal  facing  cf  dead  twigs. 
&l;ould  the  f rst  set  of  eggs  be  taken, 
a  seccnd  set  is  often  laid  in  one  of 
these  "decoys,"  which  is  about  the 
only  use  I  have  ever  seen  for  them.  I 
will  not  say    the    only    use,    because 
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when  an  intruder  comes  into  their 
territory,  both  wrens  will  hop  around 
these  false  nests  scolding  at  a  tremen- 
dous rate. 

The  male  bird  nearly  always  sings 
near  the  sitting  female,  as  is  charac- 
teristic of  most  wrens,  but  in  spite  of 
this  a  search  for  the  nest  is  a  good 
deal  like  the  proverbial  "hunting  for  a 
needle  in  a  haystack.'  On  only  one  oc- 
casion have  I  been  able  to  see  the  fe- 
male on  the  nest,  for  she  usually 
leaves  at  the  first  approach  of  danger, 
and  is  seldom  to  be  noticed  in  the  vi- 
cinity while  the  intruder  is  present. 

Of  all  the  birds  in  my  acquaintance, 
these  are  the  most  particular  as  to 
how  their  nest  is  examined.  Should 
a  finger  be  introduced  ever  so  care- 
fully, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  contents  they  will  invaribly  desert 
if  the  full  set  is  not  laid  This  is  a 
most  distressing  habit  to  the  collector, 
as  the  nest  cavity  is  always  from  two 
to  three  inches  deep,  and  its  contents 
canot  possibly  be  known  without  feel- 
ing in  it. 

J.  H.  BOWLES. 


Wrens! 

Now  is  the  time  to  put  up  your  wren 
boxes.  The  destruction  of  timber,  the 
decerase  in  the  number  of  woodpeck- 
ers to  excavate  holes,  and  the  multipli- 
cation of  the  English  Sparrows  have 
deprived  these  little  birds  of  a  large 
percent  of  their  natural  homes.  No 
bird  will  more  amply  repay  the  little 
trouble  of  putting  ui)  a  box  for  them. 
This  should  be  made  of  %  inch  lum- 
ber— eld  lumber  is  the  best — any 
shaije  will  do;  and  should  be  tight 
and  wateritroof,  with  a  one  inch  hole 
bored  into  one  side.  A  larger  hole 
will  admit  English  Sparrows  and  then 
it  would  be  good-bye  to  the  Wren  fam- 
ily. 

.Vail  this  box  up  anywhere  on  a  tree, 

under  a  veranda,  to  a  gate  post  or  on 


to  the  side  of  a  house  and  the  Wrens 
will  do  the  rest.  All  summer  long 
these  midgets  will  be  bobbing,  flutter- 
ing and  singing  about  your  premises. 
The  natural  food  of  the  Wren  is  large- 
ly spiders.  One  pair  of  wrens  around 
a  home  will  prevent  more  spider  webs 
in  a  week  than  a  good  housewife  and 
a  broom  can  do  away  with  in  a  month. 
Let  each  of  us  i)ut  u])  at  least  one 
Wren  bcx  now. 


The  Red  Tail   HawK. 


Ther  are  few  more  benenoial  birds 
than  this  Hawk.  Its  naairal  food  be- 
ing small  furred  animals.  Gophers, 
Field  Mice,  Moles,  Ground  Squirrels 
and  the  like,  makes  it  one  of  the  farm- 
er's most  valued  friends.  Yet  it  will 
occasionally  kill  and  carry  away  a 
huge  bull  snake,  four  or  five  feet  long; 
or  once  in  a  great  while,  a  chicken; 
though  this  hawk  seldom  if  ever,  takes 
feathered  game,  when  it  can  by  any 
possibility,  secure  a  small  furred  ani- 
mal. How  is  this  friendshii)  for  and 
actual  service  to  the  farmer  rei)aid? 
Most  shamefully!  Every  time  the  big 
splendid  bird  soars  into  view,  everyone 
in  sight  at  once  notes  that  a  "Chicken 
Hawk"  is  abroad.  All  rush  pell  mell 
for  a  shotgun  or  rifle  and  a  desperate 
effort  is  at  once  made  by  all  the  fools 
in  sight  to  assassinate  the  very  bird 
they  shculd  protect. 

As  the  result  of  such  persecution, 
this  Hawk  is  now  one-third  as  numer- 
ous in  Central  Illinois  as  it  formerly 
was.  While  the  Pocket  Go|)her, 
Ground  Squirrel  and  Field  Mice  have 
increased  ten  fold.  They  are  now  a 
positive  damage  to  the  crops. 

The  writer  once  found  a  Red  Tail's 
nest  thirty  feet  up  in  a  tree  under 
which  an  old  chicken  hen  and  her  flock 
cf  young  made  their  headquarters.  The 
owner  said  he  never  had  lost  a  single 
chick. 
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This  Hawk  usually  nests  near  the 
top  of  a  large  three,  a  leaning  White 
Oak  on  the  brow  of  a  hill  preferred, 
giving  a  wide  outlook  from  the  nest. 
It  is  large,  and  composed  of  sticks, 
chips,  grass,  brush,  weeds  and  rubbish 
generally.  Flat  on  top  with  a  slight  de- 
pression for  the  eggs  which  are  two  or 
three  in  number,  in  about  the  ratio  of 
three  sets  of  two  to  one  set  of  three; 
occasionally  there  is  a  nest  containing 
four  eggs;  though  I  have  never  seen 
one  myself.  The  eggs  vary  in  size 
very  much.  In  my  collection  the  larg- 
est set  I  have  is  one  of  the  largest  of 
which  there  is  any  record..  The 
eggs  are  exceptional'  well  mark- 
ed over  with  heavy  blotches  and 
spots  of  rusty  red,  brick  red, 
brown  and  lavender.  They  measure 
2.45  X  1.99;  2.52  x  2.00;  2.50  x  2.01 
inches.  The  smallest  set  I  have  are 
more  oblong  in  shape;  one  is  almost 
unmarked,  while  the  ether  has  the 
markings  grouped  like  a  ring  around 
one  end.  They  are  the  smallest  eggs 
measure  2.29  x  1.64:  2.23  x  1.66  inches, 
measure  2.29  xl.64;  2.23  x  1.66  inches. 
Both  of  these  sets  of  eggs  I  personally 
collected. 

My  series  consists  of  thirty-two  sets, 
is  the  result  of  twenty  years  attention 
to  these  birds,  during  which  time  I 
have  not  taken  one  set  in  five  that  I 
have  examined  in  the  nest.  In  this 
latitude  on  a  bright,  clear,  crisp  day 
in  late  March,  it  makes  one  seem  good 
to  be  alive  as  we  treak  over  hill  and 
dale  in  search  of  the  lordly  Red  Tail's 
home.  And  right  well  do  we  earn  a 
new  addition  to  our  cabinet  by  climb- 
ing three,  four  or  five  giant  White 
Oaks,  Elms,  cr  Cottonwocds  that  we 
get  one  set  desirable. 

The  "Bird  Dcciors"  have  divided  the 
Red  Tail  into  the  following  forms: 

A.  O.  U.  No.  337,  Red  Tailed  Hawk 
(Buteo  borealis.) 

This  is  a  bird  of  mediJiim  plumage, 


and  ranges  throughout  Eastern  North 
America.  West  casually  nearly  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains;  North  to  Latitude 
60,  and  South  to  Eastern  Mexico;  and 
it  is  the  common  Red  Tail  of  the  East- 
ern half  of  the  United  States. 

No.  337a,  Krider's  Hawk  (Beuteo 
borealis  kriderii). 

This  is  the  lightest  form  of  Red 
Tail;  in  some  specimens,  being  very 
light,  and  on  parts  of  the  body,  pure 
white.  In  ranges  throughout  the  great 
plains  of  the  Western  United  States, 
from  Wyoming  and  the  Dakotas  and 
Minnesota,  South  into  Texas,  and  is 
casually  found  in  Iowa  and  Illinois. 

No.  337b,  Western  Red  Tail  (Buteo 
borealis  calurus). 

This  is  the  dark  form  of  the  Red 
Tail,  frequently  being  very  melonic, 
and  inhabits  Western  North  America 
from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pa- 
cific Coast.  South  in  winter  into  Mexi- 
co. It  is  casually  found  as  far  East  as 
Central  Illinois,  and  is  very  plentiful 
in  parts  of  its  range  in  the  West. 

337d,  Harlan's  Hawk  (Buteo  bore- 
alis harlani). 

This  is  the  darkest  form  of  the  Red- 
tail,  and  is  found  in  the  Gulf  states, 
and  lower  Mississippi  Valley,  North 
casually  to  Pensylvania,  Iowa  and 
Kansas;    South  to  Central  America. 

In  its  nesting,  it  is  different  from  the 
other  Red  Tails,  in  that  it  usually 
places  its  nest  in  thick  timber,  where 
there  is  no  broad  landscape  that  the 
bird  may  view  from  the  nest. 

Herewith  we  present  a  picture  of 
the  well  known  naturalist,  Isaac  E. 
Hess,  of  Philo,  Illinois,  caught  in  the 
act  of  climbing  for  Red  Tails'  eggs  in 
Southeastern  Illinois,  during  April, 
1907.  Mr.  Hess  is  an  authority  on  the 
local  habits  of  these  birds  in  his 
neighborhood. 


OLD  SUBSCRIBERS,  compare  this 
month's  issue  with  scn;e  cf  those  in 
times  gone  by. 
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Taking  a  sat  of  Bufflehead   Duck's     Eggs,   Alberta,   June    1306.     Photo   by 
Walter  Raine.  his  son  on  the  ground       Typical  Alberta,  Muskeg  Country 
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The    Bufflehead     Duck. 


The  "Butter  Ball,"  as  this  species  is 
usually  called,  is  one  of  the  lovliest  of 
all  the  Duck  tribe.  Found,  except  as 
a  casual  straggler,  only  in  North 
America,  we  may  with  pride  call  this 
beautiful  and  sprightly  bird  all  our 
own.  As  a  picture  of  loveliness,  it 
takes  rank  in  the  same  class 
with  our  Wood  Duck.  This  spe- 
cies ranges  throughout  North  America 
from  the  far  Arctics  into  Cuba  and 
Mexico.  It  is  a  cold  weather  bird, 
only  coming  to  us  when  Winter  weath- 
er may  be  expected,  and  returning 
North  with  the  first  rifts  in  the  ice. 
As  a  swimmer  and  diver  this  duck  ex- 
cells  most  of  the  duck  family.  It  gen- 
erally feeds  in  deep  water,  bringing  up 
Its  food  from  considerable  depths. 

Its  flight  is  tremendous.  Straight 
on,  with  a  velocity  seldom  equalled  by 
birds.  Alighting,  it  plunges  into,  or 
rather  onto  the  water  with  a  great 
splash.  It  has  but  a  single  note — a 
hoarse  gutteral,  subdued  roll. 

Carrying  a  splendid  crest  and  much 
brilliant,  iridescent  coloring,  set  off 
by  large  fields  of  immaculate  white, 
the  male  bird  is  a  striking  figure  on 
the  water.  The  female,  like  the  fe- 
male of  the  Wood  Duck,  is  garbed  in 
a  subdued  grayish  brown;  a  very  de- 
mure little  thing  she  is  until  alarmed, 
when  with  the  rapidity  of  electricity, 
she  is  all  motion.  Sometimes  diving 
as  quickly  as  a  Grebe;  at  other  times 
hurling  herself  into  the  air  as  quick  as 
thought. 

The  flesh  of  this  bird  is  very  good 
for  a  deep  water  duck,  but  is  not  to 
be  compareii  with  that  of  a  teal  or 
mallard. 

The  Bufflehead  nests  in  hollow  trees 
after  the  fashion  of  a  Wood  Duck.  The 
nest  is  placed  at  varying  heights 
where  suitable  cavities  are  found.  The 
eggs   are  laid    on   the   rubbish   at   the 


bottom  of  the  cavity,  and  ultimately 
covered  and  surrounded  with  down, 
pulled  from  the  mother's  breast.  They 
are  six  to  ten  in  number  and  of  a  gray- 
ish white  color_ 

The  little  ducklings,  short  and  dum- 
py, are  about  the  cutest  little  things 
imaginable,  with  their  stubby  bills  and 
quick  movements.  The  editor  found 
this  specimen  nesting  sparingly  along 
the  Goose  River  in  North  Dakota  in 
1893.  Eggs  of  this  species  are  not 
common  in   collections. 

We  present  herewith  a  view  of  the 
taking  of  a  set  of  the  eggs  of  this 
duck  in  Alberta  province,  Canada,  in 
June,  1903,  by  the  well-known  Walter 
Raine,  and  son.  This  picture  gives  a 
good  view  of  the  typical  Muskeg  coun- 
try of  that  region. 


Bald    Eagle, 


I  have  been  after  Bald  Eagle  eggs 
for  a  long  while,  but  could  not  locate 
them  to  any  extent  until  this  year. 

I  got  a  fine  set  of  three  in  1906  after 
four  or  five  years  of  continual  effort. 
This  year,  after  getting  out  my  lines 
early,  I  succeeded  in  landingl-1,  3-2. 

1-1  and  1-2  came  from  Maryland; 
1-2  from  Virginia  and  1-2  from  Dela- 
ware. The  dates  run  from  February 
21st  to  February  27th. 

The  weather  was  fine  this  year  for 
hunting  them,  which  accounts  some- 
what for  my  success.  As  a  rule 
though,  they  nest  at  a  time  of  the 
year  when  all  the  elements  are  work- 
ing hard  against  you.  It  is  generally 
cold  and  windy,  wet  and  muddy,  and 
unpleasant  to  be  out  doors. 

They  are  very  hard  to  find  without 
some  previous  knowledge  as  to  their 
location,  and  expensive  to  secure,  ow- 
ing to  the  great  distance  their  nests 
are  placed  apart.  The  eggs  are  held 
very  close  by  those  who  have  been  for- 
tunate   enough    to    secure    them,    and 
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are    becoming    more      valuable      each 
year_ 

The  old  birds  are  very  wary  about 
their  homes,  and  abandon  them  if 
molested,  more  than  they  consider 
necessary;  besides  the  high  winds 
blow  a  great  many  of  the  old  trees 
down. 

The  dates,  location  and  size  of  each 
set   follow: 

2-26-06     Del 2.90x2.28 

2.88x2.30 
2.85x2.25 

2-22-09    Del 2.93x2.22 

2.87x2.21 

2-24-09    Va 2.80  x  2.20 

2.70x2.20 

2-21-09   Md 2.65x2.12 

2-27-09    Md 2.85x2.18 

2.80x2.15 
Average  for  the  ten  eggs,  2.82  x  2.21 
The    eggs    from    Delaware    are    much 
lager    than    the    ones    from    Maryland 
and  Virginia. 

The  highest  nest  was  1-2  from  Mary- 
land on  February  27th.  It  was  placed 
in  a  pine  80  feet  up.  The  tree  was 
ten  feet  in  circumference.  The  farmer 
that  climbed  it  said  he  would  not 
climb  it  again  for  $50.00. 

E.  J.   DARLINGTON. 


From  the   Isle  of   Pines. 

April    25,    1909. 

A  short  time  ago  I  sent   you   some 
notes  on  the  birds  which  I  have  seen 
here.      The    following    bring    the    list 
up  to  date: 
White  Crowned   Pigeon.  .  .  .  (Common) 

Cerulean   Warbler    (1 ) 

(Ireat   White    Heron    (2) 

Little    Blue    Heron    (Several) 

Cuban     Martin     (Several) 

Xighthawk     (Common) 

Barn  Swallow    (Several) 

Rlack-whiskered  Vireo   ....  (Common) 

Indigo    Bunting    (1) 

Red-eyed    Vireo    ( 1 ) 

Ruddy   Quail    Dove    (Several) 

Black-throated    Hummer    ..(Common) 

These  bring  the  list  of  birds  which 
I  have  identified  ui)  to  fifty-six  spe- 
cies.    Most  of  the  warblers  have  now 


left  here  except  a  few  Ovenbirds 
American  Redstarts,  and  Maryland 
YelloM -throats.  Up  to  now  I  have 
had  but  little  time  for  bird  study,  but 
hope  to  have  a  little  more  in  the 
future. 

The  birds  which  I  have  found  nest- 
ing are  as  follows:  Ground  Dove  (6 
nests  with  either  eggs  or  young) ; 
Red-legged  Thrush  (Cuban  Robin), 
and  Black  Whiskered  Vireo. 

A.  C.   READ 


Th^    Henslow's    Sparrow    In    Philadel- 
phia  County,   Penn. 


(A  Correction) 

In  the  December  number  of  THE 
OOLOGIST,  I  recorded  this  species 
occurrence  here  as  unique,  but  the 
bird  has  since  been  examined  by 
Witmer  Stone  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  who  i)ronounced  it  a 
Swamj)  Sparrow  (Melospiza  georgi- 
ana),  in  the  normal  plumage  of  the 
frst  winter.  Consequently  my  record 
is  no  record  at  all.  So  much  for  re- 
lying upon  the  identification  of  a 
friend! 

However  1  do  not  place  the  blame 
on  him,  but  shoulder  it  myself  as  I 
ought  to  have  had  the  bird  identified 
in  the  first  place  by  a  competent  orni- 
thologist, and  before  I  wrote  about 
it.  Thus  we  leara  from  experience  who 
is  a  sad  and  hard  teacher. 

The  other  two  records  in  my  paper 
of  the  observance  of  two  sui)posedly 
rienslow's  Sparrows  cannot  be  relied 
ui»on,  and  the  whole  is  a  worthless  re- 
cord. Certainly  they  were  not 
Swamj)  Sparrows;  the  Spring  rer'ord 
in  i)ailicular. 

RICHARD   F.    MILLER. 
Phila,   Fa. 

.March    13,    1909. 


The  future  has  still  better  things  in 
store.  THE  OOLOGIST  will  he  t)igger 
and  better  than  ever  before 
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Plenty   of  Birds. 


While  sitting  out  in  our  front  yard 
I  counted  the  following  birds  in  five 
minutes   time: 

Chipping    Sparrow,    20. 

Meadow    Lark,   4. 

Blue  Bird,  4. 

English  Sparrow,  2. 

Field    Sparrow,   3. 

Mocking    Bird,    4, 

Mourning  Dove,  5. 

Flicker,    1. 

Turkey  Vulture,   9. 

Song  Sparrow,  2. 

Black  Poll  Warbler,  1. 

Robin,   1. 

Crow,    1. 

Sparrow  Hawk,  1. 

Boat-tailed  Grackle,  3. 

Phoebe,  3. 

Maryland  Yellow-throat,  1. 

A.    S.   BRAND, 
Culpeper,  Va. 

April  18,  1900. 


Common     Tern      in      Monroe     County, 
New  York. 


On  April  23d,  I  found  myself  in  the 
midst  of  a  flock  of  twenty  of  these 
birds  in  the  beautiful  Spring  dress. 
They  were  fourteen  miles  south  of 
Lake  Ontario. 

Have  seen  scattering  birds  about 
the  Genesee  Falls  during  migration  on 
several  occasions,  but  this  was  the 
lagest  flock  and  the  farthest  from  the 
Lakes  that  I  have  ever  observed. 

E.    H.    SHORT. 


A    Freak    Robin. 


For  the  i)ast  week  I  have  noticed 
a  pair  of  Robins  nest  building  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Baptist  parsonage  at 
Chili  Center,  Monroe  county,  New 
York.  The  female,  which  I  have  had 
several  opportunities  to  closely  inspect 
is  in  at  least  one  respect,  the  most 
unique  albino  I   have  ever  seen. 

I  have  seen  may  types  of  albinism 
from  pure  white  to  an  isolated  patch, 
but  in  all  cases,  except  those  of  com- 


plete albinism,  there  has  been  no  reg- 
ularity about  the  markings. 

In  this  case  there  are  two  semicir- 
cles of  grayish-white  on  each  side, 
apparently  exactly  alike,  an  equidis- 
tant as  to  each  other,  and  also  the 
other  side  One  band  is  on  second- 
aries, the  other  on  wing  coverts  on 
each  side.  They  give  the  effect  of 
perfectly  normal  markings,  and  pe- 
haps  I  should  have  a  species  named 
after  me. 

Owing  to  the  strict  interpretation 
of  York  State  Laws  on  the  subject  I 
am  not  at  liberty  to  preserve  this 
unique  specimen,  which  I  presume,  will 
fail  to  transit  its  peculiar  coloring  to 
any  of  its  offspring. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 

April  22,  1909. 


Abnormal    Eggs. 


I  have  in  my  collection  two  eggs  of 
the  Flicker  (colaptes  auratus)  taken 
near  Morristown,  Tennessee,  on  June 
5,  1906,  from  a  nest  in  a  cavity  in  a 
walnut  tree,  about  40  feet  from  the 
ground.  The  eggs  measured  respect- 
ively 1.121/2  X  1  inch  and  .93%  x 
.68%  inch,  the  latter  being  one-third 
smaller  than  the  first  mentioned. 
I  once  saw  a  set  of  the  Meadow  Lark 
Sturnella  magna)  one  egg  of  which 
was  great  deal  smaller  than  the  rest. 
I  have  also  a  very  small  English  Spar- 
row egg  which  measures  .68%  x  56*4 
inches. 

I  have  heard  these  abnormal  eggs 
called  "Maiden  Eggs."  Can  you  as- 
sign the  cause  of  this  marked  differ- 
ence in  the  size  off  eggs  laid  by  the 
same  bird? 

.1.    F.    TAYLOR. 

Knoxville,    Tenn. 

The  laying  of  runt  eggs  or  so-called 
maiden  or  pullet  eggs,  seems  to  be  a 
habit  of  nearly  all  birds,  both  tame 
and  wild.  Many  causes  or  theories 
have  been  assigned  therefor,  but  none 
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appealing  to  our  mind  as  at  all  satis- 
factory. During  over  twenty  years 
of  collecting  we  have  secured  many 
exceedingly  curious  specimens  of  ab- 
normal eggs  of  many  species.  At 
this  time  we  have  runt  eggs  of  the 
following  A   O.  U.  numbers: 

51,  Herring  Gull;  119,  Coot;  144, 
Wood  Duck;  388  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo; 
393,  Hairy  Woodpecker;  413  Red- 
shafted  Flicker;  816,  Bank  Swallow; 
631,  White  Eyed  Vireo;  637,  Prothonot- 
ary  Warbler;  761,  Robin;  E.  S.  English 
Sparrow;  besides  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  otherwise  abnormal  eggs  of 
numerous  other  species.  It  is  our 
purpose  to  color  plate  a  number  of 
the  rarer  of  these  in  due  time  in  THE 
OOLOGIST  if  the  suport  given  this 
publication  justifies  the  expenditure. 
There  is  also  in  this  place  another  col- 
lection containing  splendid  runts  of 
325  Turkey  Buzzards;  and  373b,  Texan 
Screech    Owl. 

The  laying  of  runt  eggs  is  more 
common  with  domestic  fowl  than  with 
wild  birds,  in  our  observation. — 
Editor. 


An   Apology. 


It  is  unpleasant  to  admit  error,  and 
more  unpleasant  to  apologize  therefor; 
and  still  much  more  so  to  be  com- 
pelled so  to  do  at  the  very  threshold 
of  an  undertaking.  A  good  maxim  for 
public  speakers  is  "never  commence 
your  address  with  an  apology — no 
matter  what  the  excuse  you  might  be 
able  to  offer." 

Yet  we  deem  it  due  our  readers  to 
explain  the  wonderful  and  fearful 
make-up  of  last  month's  issue — our 
first.  The  copy  of  this  issue  was 
mailed  to  the  printer  with  very  ex- 
plicit directions  as  to  the  order  of 
printing    the    copy      sent.  But    the 

printer  being  nearly  a  thousand  miles 
from  us,  turned  the  matter  over  to  an 
employee,    without    further    attention, 


and  the  result  is  a  number  of  THE 
OOLOGIST  of  which  we  are  heartily 
ashamed. 

The  portrait  of  the  present  proprie- 
tor should  of  course  have  followed 
immediately  after  the  article  giving 
the  reason  for  the  purchase  of  the 
publication  by  us.  The  blunder  of 
printing  it  amongst  the  advertising 
matter,  and  substituting  in  its  proper 
place,  a  memorial  notice  relating  to 
some  former  subscribers  who  had 
passed  over,  was  bad  enough;  but  as 
it  was  personal  to  us,  we  could  have 
stood   for   it. 

But  when  we  discovered  Mr.  Printer 
had  taken  our  humerous  reference  to 
the  newspaper  note  on  "Disasters 
Caused  by  a  Horned  Owl"  on  page 
61  and  transferred  it  to  page  58,  im- 
mediately preceding  the  article  relat- 
ing to  Mr.  C.  L.  Rawson's  Quail  Trap 
Eagles,  it  appeared  to  us  the  extreme 
limit  hail  been  reached.  Nothing  more 
foreign  to  our  mind  could  be  possible 
than  any  intent  to  cast  suspicion  or 
ridicule  upon  Mr.  Rawson.  His  stand- 
ing as  naturalist  and  rank  as  ^  col- 
lector is  too  well  and  too  long  estab- 
lished to  be  affected  by  an  error  of 
this  sort.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  thus 
publicly  set  the  matter  right. 

Look  Out! 


Editor   Oologist: 

I  wish  you  would  state  in  the  pub- 
lication and  you  are  at  liberty  to  do 
so  over  my  name,  that  there  is  a  party 
at  Livermore,  Iowa,  who  writes  under- 
two  different  names  and  who  is  offer- 
ing some  very  rare  sets  of  eggs  many 
of  them  species  unknown  to  science. 
Sets  of  Passenger  Pigeons  and  Caro- 
lina Paraquet  seem  to  prevail  and  he 
seems  to  be  able  to  supply  an  unlimi- 
ted number.  I  have  seen  sets  of  about 
twenty  of  these  very  rare  si)ecies  and 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  them 
frauilul'-nt.  Collectors  should  be  wary. 
Yours  very  truly, 
.lOHN    LEWIS    CHILDS. 
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Wirt!   Again. 


Our  old  friend,  W.  Wirt  of  Orleans 
County,  New  York,  addresses  at  dif- 
ferent points  under  different  dates, 
has  evidently  fallen  back  into  his  old 
habits. 

We  gave  him  a  free  "write-up"  in 
June,  1904,  but  after  receiving  protes- 
tations of  reform,  etc.,  finally  rein- 
stated him  on  our  subscription  book 
in  1905. 

I  fear  that  like  the  old  Hebrew,  he 
is  "joined  to  his  idols"  and  therefore 
have  expunged  his  name  from  our 
book  for  the  last  time  and  advise 
others  to  "let  him   alone",  as  I  shall 

do. 

E.    H.    SHORT. 
March,    1909. 


Fraud. 

It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  expose 
any  improper,  unscientific  or  fraudu- 
lent practices,  on  the  part  of  any  one, 
relating  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of 
specimens;  of  failure  of  anyone  to 
square  accounts  in  such  matters. 
These  things  should  be  conducted 
along  honorable  lines 

R.    M.    BARNES 


That    Militant   Campaign. 


The  militant  campaign  announced 
with  such  a  flourish  of  trumpets  in 
the  April  issue  of  OUTING  as  about 
to  be  undertaken  by  that  publication 
against  the  small  boys  of  the  country 
for  desiring  to  start  a  modest  local 
collection  of  the  nests  and  eggs  of 
our  native  birds,  to  which  we  referred 
in  our  last  issue,  has  come  to  an  in- 
glorious  end. 

It  was  stated  in  the  press  dispatches 
of  April  12th  that  a  receiver  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  OUTING  Publishing 
Company  by  the  United  States  Court 
at    Syracuse,   New  York  on  that  day. 

We    extend    our    sympathy    to      the 


OUTING  people  in  this,  their  hour  of 
trouble,  but  it  should  be  a  warning 
that  it  is  an  impossibility  to  carry 
water  on  both  shoulders.  In  their 
case,  this  they  tried  to  do,  by  en- 
couraging in  every  way  the  sale  of 
the  most  murderous  implements  for 
the  destruction  of  the  bird  that  laid 
the  egg,  while  OUTING  itself  was  con- 
ducting a  militant  campaign  against 
the  boy  who  took  the  egg. 

To  our  mind   it  is  far  more  impor- 
tant that  the  bird  be  not  desnuj-ed. 


Exchange   Notices. 


After  the  mailing  of  this  issue  of 
THE  OOLOGIST,  no  exchange  notices 
of  later  date  will  be  honored  for  pub- 
lication unless  issued  and  signed  by 
the  present  proprietor  of  this  maga- 
zine. They  ,will  all  be  consecutively 
numbered,  and  a  careful  record  of 
them  kept. 

It  is  our  wish  to  build  up  the  ex- 
change department,  for  from  past  ex- 
perience we  know  its  great  value  to 
collecting  naturalists.  This  we  can- 
not do  alone,  however,  Mr.  Subscriber, 
you  can  assist  us  by  advertising  your 
duplicates  and  wants.  You  ought  to 
do  so,  particularly,  when  it  costs  you 
nothing  extra.  These  specimens  do 
you  no  good  lying  idle  in  your  cabi- 
nets. They  may  be  just  what  your 
neighbor  wants. 


Special    Notice. 


Inadvertantly  in  the  last  issue,  there 
appeared  a  number  of  advertisements 
signed  by  Ernest  H.  Short,  as  Mana- 
ger. Mr.  Short  has  no  longer  any  con- 
nection with  this  magazine.  All  cor- 
respondence should  be  addressed  to 
THE  OOLOGIST,  at  Lacon,  Illinois. 
The  undersigned  is  the  sole  owner, 
proprietor,  editor  and  manager  of  this 
publication. 

R.  M.  BARNES. 
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Copy. 

All  copy  for  articles  intended  for 
publication  in  "THE  OOLOGIST" 
must  hereafter  be  plainly  written  on 
one  side  of  the  paper  only.  A  failure 
to  comply  with  these  requirements 
will  result  in  the  matter  going  into  the 
waste  basket  in  i)lace  of  into  the  pub- 
lication. 

We  wish  to  thank  our  contributors 
for  their  generous  response  to  our  re- 
quest for  bird  notes.  We  have  a 
number  of  splendid  articles  on  hand 
for   future   publication. 


SUBSCRIBERS! 

Will   you  help   THE   OOLOGIST; 

Will  you  help  our  collectors; 

Will  you  help  yourselves; 
By  sending  in  your  exchange  notices, 
advertising  your  surplus  duplicates. 
These  specimens  will  not  only  be  glad- 
ly received  by  other  collectors,  but 
through  the  exchange  will  add  to  your 
cabinet.  If  you  do  not  let  others  know 
what  you  have  to  spare,  how  can  you 
expect  others  to  let  you  knew  what 
they  have  to  dispose  of?  Send  in  an  ex- 
change notice.    DO  IT  NOW! 


Sample   Copies. 


This    month    we   are   sendng   out   a 

large    number    of    sample    copies.      If 

you  get  one  and  like  the  publication, 

subscribe.      It   only    costs    50    cents    a 

year.    If  you  don't  care  for  it,  give  the 

copy  to  some  bird  friend. 
*     *     * 

If  you  like  this  month's  isue,  say  a 

good    word    for    THE    OOLOGIST    to 

your    friends,    who    are    interested    in 

birds. 

i-        *       * 

Watch  it  grow!  Our  subscription 
list  has  increased  at  the  rate  of  more 
than  one  new  subscriber  a  day  since 
the  present  management  took  ahold. 
WATCH  US  GROW! 


Prices   for   Back  Numbers   of  the 
TOtTNG    OOLOJiST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during  1908.  remain  as  below: 
After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  your 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for   1900  Are    as  Follows: 

Nos.  1,14,  18.  31,  34-35.  42.  53.  m.  8d.  111,130  ,  132 
137. 139, 140, 153, 158,  are  50  cents  each; 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78,  79.  88,  90,  100. 
113,   138,  146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  66,  76, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144.  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22.  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  46, 
50,  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70.  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126.  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 
Sir"All  other  numbers  5c.  per  copy. 
For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
145.  This  offer  includes  your  subscription 
through  1908. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,  Nos.   1   to   12 $  .90 

Vol.   II.   1885,   Nos.   13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.   IV.   1887,   Nos.    21   to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888.    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.  39  to  50 76 

Vol.  VII,   1890,  Nos.   51   to  62 76 

Vol.   VIII,   1891,  Nos.   63  to  74 7B 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893.    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,   1894,  Nos.   99   to   110 60 

Vol.   XII.   1895,   Nos.    Ill   to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,  1896,  Nos.  123  to  127 50 

Vol  XIV,   1897,  Nos.   128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV.    1898,   Nos.    140   to    149 60 

Vol.  XVI,   1899,  Nos.   150  to  161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171 50 

Vol.   XVIII,   1901,  Nos.    172   to   183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX,   1902,  Nos.   184   to   195 50 

Vol.  XX,  1903,  Nos.   196  to  197 10 

Vol.   XXI,   1904,   No.    198   to   209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vol.  XXIII.  19W).  222  to  233 50 

Vol.  XXIV.  1907,  234.  to  245 55 

Vol.  XXV,  l!»08.  24f3to257-     .50 

For  15.25  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
Inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
25c.,  50c.  and  75c.  copies. 

For  $2.51)  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOUND  VOLUMES  — 
Can   be  furnished,   8trongl.v   bound  In  cloth  and 
hoarcis,    as    follows: 
Vol.   I   and   II    YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one   Tohime $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  Tlip  OOLOGIST  for  '02,  298  pages 
of  vnluahle  and  InstnictlTe  Ouloglcal 
and    Ornltliologlcal    matter    with    many 

full    page    Illustrations $1.00 

Or,  If  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  Bfnd  them  by  return  mall  for  only 
11.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
ecK^t  should  have  these  two  volumes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  Information  they  contain. 
Is  worth  many  times  the  price. 
Address     plainly, 

THE  ()()L()(;iST. 

Lacoii,  111. 


THE  OOLOGIST. 


SUBSCRIBERS 


A  new  management  is  at  the  helm.     New  methods  are 
to  be  employed  in  making  The  Oologist. 

1.  More  and  better  cuts  will  appear. 

2.  A  series  of  colored  plates  different  from  anything  ever 
published  are  in  contemplation. 

3.  The  exchange  columns  will  be  brought  up  to  standard  if 
you  will  only  send  in  your  notices. 

4.  The  subscription  list  must  be  increased.  Cannot  each 
one  of  you  send  in  at  least  one  new  subscriber  ? 

5.  The  premium  policy  aside  from  the  free  exchange 
notice  will  be  eliminated,  the  magazine  will  be  worth  the 
price. 

THE  OOLOGIST 

LACON,  ILLINOIS 
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BRIEF    SPFCIAU    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

anted.  Exchange.  For  Sale,  Etc.,    inserted  in  this  department  at  2.j  cents 
;  for  one  issue :  each  additional  word  1  cent.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than 

for  each  25 
25  cents. 

TAKE     NOTICE. 

Subbcription.  50  cents  per  year. 
P:;xamine  the  number  on  the  wrapper  of 
your  Oologist.       It  denotes  the  time  your 
subscription  expires.     Remember  we  must 
be  notified  if  you  wish  it  discontinued  and 
all  arrearages  nmst  be  paid.     2fJ2  your  sub- 
scription expires  with  this  issue.     269  your 
subscription  expires  with  December   issue 
1909. 
Address  all  communications  to 
THE  OOLOGIST, 

Lacon,  Illinois. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  December 
21,  19o:i  at  the  post  otHce.  at  .\lbion,  X.  Y., 
under  the  .\ct  of  Congress  of  .March  S,  1S79. 


SUBSCRIIiEKS:— In  answering  advertise- 
ments in  these  columns  mention  "The  oolo- 
gist." and  thereby  help  us,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vertiser and  yourself. 

W.V.VTKD— .\  g(jod  second-hand  egg  cabi- 
net. Send  (IcscriiUion  and  price,  totretber 
with  inside  measurements  (jf  drawers,  when 
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THE  LURE  OF  THE  CURLEW. 

P.  M.  Silloway,  Lewiston,  Mont. 
The  Long-billed  Curlew  is  a  game 
old  denizen  of  the  pathless  prairies  of 
the  northwest.  He  is  no  friend  of  ci- 
vilization, and  agriculture  is  surely 
pushing  him  ahead  of  its  resistless 
march.  Ever  at  home  among  the 
great  cattle  and  sheep  ranges  of  this 
region,  the  Curlew  is  seeing  the  vast 
stretches  of  prairie  rapidly  transform- 
ed by  irrigation  projects  and  the 
steam  plow,  and  at  no  distant  day  the 
immense  area  of  nesting  domain  will 
no  more  resound  with  the  Curlew's 
mellow  whistle  or  his  harsh  cackle. 

The  finding  of  a  Curlew's  nest  is 
one  of  the  fine  arts.  Not  the  mere 
stumbling  upon  a  nest,  for  the  cow- 
boy or  the  rancher  often  does  that; 
but  the  location  of  a  nest  on  a  stretch 
of  prairie  when  the  bird  gives  indica- 
tion that  it  is  nesting  somewhere  with- 
in a  mile  of  the  trespasser.  In  my  ex- 
perience on  the  prairies  of  central 
Montana,  it  has  given  me  the  keen- 
est pleasure  to  follow  the  movements 
of  any  male  Curlew  jealously  guard- 
ing the  vicinity  of  its  home,  and  thus 
eventually  to  flush  his  better  half 
zealously  hovering  her  treasures  de- 
spite the  commotion  in  the  neighbor 
hood.  And  there  is  a  commotion,  for 
frequently  in  the  last  stages  of  the 
quest  as  many  as  a  dozen  other  Cur- 
lews will  join  in  the  outcry,  all  pro- 
testing with  angry  cackling  and  swoop- 
ing abotit  the  intruder  to  mislead  him 
and  baffle  him  in  the  search.  All  the 
while,  however,  the  female  of  the  pair 


concerned  in  the  transaction  will  be 
sitting  sedulously  upon  the  nest,  as  if 
she  knew  that  the  male  wer?  fully 
equal  to  the  task  of  caring  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  household.  He  who 
choo.-.es  may  hunt  the  deer,  but  for 
genuine  blood-tinkling  sport,  give  me 
the  trailing  down  of  a  Curlew's  nest 
IroDi  the  first  angry  cackling  of  the 
male  to  the  ultimate  flushing  of  the 
female  from  her  eggs.. 

To  nie  it  appears  impossible  that  a 
novice,  cut  i)uri)osely  to  find  a  nest  of 
the  Curlew,  should  stumble  upon  one; 
a  cowboy,  riding  straight  on  or  here 
an<l  there  about  his  business,  will 
frequently  chance  on  a  nest;  or  some 
unfeeling  stroller  of  the  prairie,  re- 
gardless of  nature's  sights  and  sounds; 
but  an  ornithologist,  never;  for  the 
latter,  observing  the  actions  of  the 
male  in  guarding  his  domain,  would 
have  scarcely  a  chance  in  a  thousand 
of  not  being  mislead.  Once  the  meth- 
ods of  the  Curlew  in  manifesting  its 
ilis|)leasure  and  anger  are  mastered 
by  the  bird  watcher,  however,  the  Cur- 
lew's case  becomes  hopeless,  for  soon- 
er or  later  the  collector  will  stand 
beside  the  cluster  of  four  large  hand- 
some eggs. 

In  a  recent  collecting  season  I  was 
afeld  one  Saturday  alternoon  in  the 
second  week  of  May,  on  the  lookout 
for  Curlews.  I  was  descending  a  long 
knoll  of  gentle  sloiie,  when  ;t  ('urlew 
llap|M(l  into  the  neighborhocd  and  set- 
tled on  the  ground  near  me.  uttering 
angry  cacklings  and  feeding  impa 
tiently  on  any  luckless  grasshoppers 
liat  might  be  lurking  near  hiin  in  the 
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herbage.  It  was  a  trifle  early  in  the 
season,  as  I  was  out  more  to  pros- 
pect than  to  make  any  finds;  in  fact, 
I  had  not  brought  along  my  collecting 
box.  From  the  actions  of  this  Cur- 
lew, I  fancieil  that  lie  claimed  sov- 
ereignty over  the  neighborhood,  and 
possibly  a  nest  might  be  begun  or  a 
clutch  of  eggs  started.  Well,  he  had 
thrown  out  the  challenge,  and  I  was 
sportsman  enough  not  to  refuse  the 
gauge  of  battle.  Following  my  regu- 
lar tactics,  I  worked  over  the  long 
slope  en  right  and  left,  and  gradually 
descended  it,  finally  worldng  up  the 
opposite  slope,  which  extends  ahead 
of  me  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
All  the  while  the  Curlew  kept  nagging 
me,  but  not  in  the  energetic  way  that 
meant  a  nest  for  sure.  Several  Cur- 
lews were  browsing  along  the  top  of 
the  knoll  ahead,  and  since  the  male 
would  not  follow  up  his  protestations 
in  a  way  that  meant  life  or  death,  I 
concluded  that  his  female  was  there 
making  a  nest;  and  as  my  time  was 
limited  that  afternoon,  I  returned 
tome,  full  of  anticipations  of  results 
on  the  following  Saturday  afternoon. 
I  give  these  details  that  the  leader 
may  appreciate  somewhat  the  dis- 
tance from  the  nest  at  which  the  male 
■will  begin  his  demonstrations.  I  had 
missed  the  nest  by  not  going  far  en- 
ough, for  I  found  it  the  following  Sat- 
urday by  going  nearly  twice  the  dis- 
tance I  imagined  I  should  go  to  find 
it.  I  will  tell  the  sequel  to  this  be- 
ginning. 

Starting  in  good  time  the  follow- 
ing Saturday,  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
attract  the  male  on  the  slope  where  I 
began  the  preceding  week.  On  the 
former  occasion,  having  the  wrong 
idea  that  the  nest  was  then  being 
started,  my  efforts  had  been  only  ten- 
tative; now,  however,  I  meant  to  carry 
eggs  home  with  me;  hence  in  the  ear- 


ly part  of  the  afternoon  I  lost  con- 
siderable time  by  concluding  that  the 
nest  was  on  the  first  slopes  I  cov- 
ered. Time  and  again  I  would  excite 
the  male,  but  getting  off  the  trail,  he 
would  leave  me  and  I  would  have  to 
begin  all  over.  Toward  the  close  of 
the  afternoon,  however,  I  crossed  the 
second  slope  and  saw  ahead  a  long 
descending  basin,  stretching  a  mile 
long  and  at  least  a  quarter  wide,  in- 
tersected by  several  wire  fences. 
Furthermore  I  saw  a  native  riding  a 
plow  across  the  end  of  the  field  in 
which  I  was  operating.  Now,  there  is 
no  great  disgrace  in  searching  for 
nests  of  the  Curlew  but  unfortunately 
for  my  proceedings,  the  eggs  of  the 
Curlew  are  protected  by  our  state  law, 
w^hich  covers  every  thing  from  Robins 
to  Storks.  If  the  farmer  knew  me  I 
was  all  right,  for  I  could  make  him 
an  accessory  after  the  fact;  but  since 
the  railroad  began  to  boom  our  great 
inland  empire  many  strangers  have 
come  in  and  taken  up  land.  Using  my 
field  glasses,  I  determined  that  the 
plowman  was  a  stranger  from  Minne- 
sota, and  doubtless  absolutely  unap- 
preciative  of  the  noble  aims  of  sci- 
ence. The  chase  of  the  nest  had 
reached  the  stage  where  I  generally 
set  up  a  mark  on  the  prairio,  and 
radiate  back  and  forth  from  it,  trac- 
ing spokes  of  an  imaginary  wheel 
with  sixty  to  seventy  yards  radius, 
thus  covering  every  foot  of  the  ground 
in  the  search.  The  reader  can  im- 
agine the  result  of  such  apparently 
insane  action  ui)on  the  rustic  on  his 
l)low.  Every  round  brought  him 
near  me,  and  he  would  each  time  rest 
his  horses  about  fifteen  minutes,  all 
the  while  regarding  me  with  curious 
interest.  I  fancied  at  times  he  would 
come  over  and  investigate,  for  sev- 
eral times  he  dismounted,  stood  as  if 
in   doubt  about  the  proprieties  of  the 


THE  OOLOGI8T. 


85- 


case,  adjusted  some  part  of  the  har- 
ness, and  later  started  on  a  new 
round.  When  he  was  near,  of  course 
I  wouUl  regulate  my  actions  to  con- 
vey the  least  idea  of  lunacy,  and 
would  frequently  sit  down  and  rest 
while  he  was  doing  the  same  thing. 
At  length  the  search  led  me  across  the 
fence  into  another  field,  and  I  felt 
somewhat  relieved,  for  I  hoped  he 
might  have  no  jurisdiction  there.  I 
had  been  killing  time,  hoping  that 
his  day's  work  would  end  and  he 
would  leave  the  field  before  I  found 
the  nest.  From  the  actions  of  the 
male,  which  had  now  been  joined  by 
several  screaming  neighbors  I  knew 
I  was  near  the  nest.  Ah,  glancing 
eagerly  ahead,  I  spied  the  female, 
flattened  close  to  the  ground  as  us- 
ual, about  twenty-five  feet  ahead  of 
me.  But  look — the  native  had  just 
finished  his  last  round,  and  leaving 
horses  and  plow  standing,  he  came 
striding  determinedly  toward  me, 
grimly  ready  to  solve  the  mystery 
which  had  been  troubling  him  all  the 
afternoon.  I  quietly  backed  away 
from  the  sitting  bird,  so  that  an  over- 
loud  altercation  might  not  startle  her 
from  her  eggs,  and  went  calmly  for 
ward  to  meet  the  issue. 

"Have  you  lost  anything?"  inquix-ed 
the  stranger  doubtfully,  not  yet  cer 
tain  that  he  wasn't  dealing  with  an 
escaped  lunatic. 

"Oh,  no,  I  haven't  lost  anything." 
I  replied,  glancing  to  see  that  his 
abrupt  intrusion  had  not  startled  the 
Curlew  from  her  nest,  though  the  air 
was  full  of  soaring,  cackling  males. 

"I  thought  you  was  looking  for 
something  by  the  way  you  acted,"  he 
explained. 

"I  was  looking  for  ova  of  Numeu- 
ius  longirostries,"  I  said  by  way  of  in- 
formation. 

•'Lookin'  for  what?"  he  inquired 
rather  blankly. 


"I  was  looking  for  ova  of  Numenius 
longirostris,  which  are  sometimes, 
found  out  on  the  prairie  at  this  sea- 
son." 

"And  what  kind  of  things  are 
them?" 

"Oh,  they  are  quite  ovate  in  form, 
comparatively  capacious  in  volume, 
showing  washed  virid  or  umber  hues, 
and  generally  associated  in  a  cluster 
of  four." 

"What  do  you  do  with  them  when 
you  find  them,"  he  managed  to  ask. 

"Well,  I  evacuate  the  interior  capa- 
city by  pneumatic  pressure,  leaving 
the  exterior  covering  intact  for  indefi- 
nite preservation." 

The  stranger  looked  at  me  doubious- 
ly  a  moment,  then  slowly  turned  and 
walked  hesitatingly  toward  his  team. 
Soon  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
him  disappear  over  the  knoll,  and  I 
made  haste  to  gather  in  the  ova  of 
Numenius  longirostris. 


AMERICAN  GOSHAWK  NESTING   IN 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


In  bygone  days  when  the  wild  pi- 
geons nested  in  countless  numbers  in 
this  region,  the  Goshawk  was  a  reg- 
ular breeder  according  to  all  reports, 
and  preyed  almost  entirely  on  the 
pigeons. 

But  when  the  pigeon  became  a  thing 
of  the  past,  the  Goshawk  became 
known  only  as  a  winter  visitor. 

As  the  pigeon  has  become  nearly 
extinct  in  my  day  (I  have  only  killed 
one;  that  one  a  fine  spring  male  now 
in  my  collection,  and  have  not  seen 
one  since  1893),  I  did  not  suppose  the 
Goshawk  still  lingered  in  summer. 

May  25,  1906,  in  Clearfield  County, 
while  looking  for  Ravens  in  an  im- 
mense tract  of  virgin  forest  owned  by 
the  Goodyear  Lumber  Company,  and 
now  the  scene  of  extensive  lumbering 
operations,   I   came  upon   a   Goshawk 
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attempting  to  drive  a  grouse  out  of 
some  laurel.  The  loud  screams  of  the 
hawk  and  the  distressed  cries  of  the 
grouse  attracted  my  attention,  and  I 
shot  the  hawk  which  was  a  female, 
and  undoubtedly  breeding. 

Last  Spring  in  May,  while  rambling 
about  in  the  largest  tract  of  virgin  for- 
est in  this  region,  I  came  upon  a 
pair  of  very  excited  Goshawks.  They 
constantly  screamed  and  at  times  dart- 
ed straight  at  me,  only  sheering  off 
when  close  by.  No  amount  of  search- 
ing revealed  the  nest,  but  as  there 
was  any  amount  of  giant  hemlock,  the 
nest  could  easily  have  been  hidden. 

I  was  now  convinced  that  a  Gos- 
hawk's nest  was  still  a  possibility  and 
determined  to  look  for  them  in  the 
big  four  mile  timber.  However,  I  was 
to  be  favored  by  fortune  and  did  not 
have  to  search  through  the  remotest 
and  wildest  part  of  our  country.  Febr- 
uary 22d,  I  took  a  long  tramp  during 
the  course  of  which  I  passed  through 
a  basin  about  the  head  of  a  mountain 
stream  some  four  and  a  half  miles 
from  Warren.  This  basin  lies  at  a\ 
elevation  of  about  nineteen  hundred 
feet,  and  is  nearly  on  top  of  the  moun- 
tain. The  region  is  heavily  timbered 
with  immense  pines  and  hemlocks, 
and  a  good  sprinkling  of  beech.  In. 
the  densest  part  of  the  basin  or  flat, 
I  heard  the  loud  call  of  a  Goshawk, 
then  saw  the  bird  alight  in  a  big  pine. 
Going  that  way,  the  hawk  again  made 
a  short  flight;  and  about  that  time  I 
noticed  a  large  nest  in  a  pine  about 
where  the  hawk  started  from.  As  I 
looked  at  the  nest,  the  old  bird  stay- 
ed nearby  and  called.  Its  actions 
were  exactly  like  a  Sharpshinned 
Hawk,  when  the  nesting  site  is  ap- 
proached. I  at  once  left  the  vicinity 
and  did  not  again  visit  it  until  March 
9th,  when  on  quietly  approaching  the 
hawk  again  appeared,  and  alighting 
close     by,     screamed     loudly.    Visits 


on  the  14th  and  19th  still  found  her 
guarding  the  nest.  So  on  the  20th,  1 
determined  to  go  up  and  see  for  my- 
self just  what  the  nest  looked  like. 
Arriving  at  the  tree,  I  shed  all  extra 
toggle,  and  after  a  tough  climb  peer 
ed  into  the  nest  and  found  it  all  finish- 
ed and  ready  for  eggs.  Twice  on  my 
way  up  the  old  hawk  dove  at  me  like 
a  bullet  and  the  swish  of  wings  par.t 
my  head  warned  me  that  it  was  her 
nest  all  right. 

April  2d,  in  company  with  my  friend, 
Mr.  Norman  Spencer,  a  sort  of  cam- 
era fiend,  and  an  expert  with  the 
climbing  irons,  I  started  for  the  nest. 
It  turned  into  a  bad  day.  There  was 
several  inches  of  snow,  and  it  was 
snowing  all  morning,  so  that  we  were 
a  little  afraid  of  the  picture  part  of 
the  program. 

On  the  way  to  the  nest  we  saw  five 
Lesser  Scaup  on  a  reservoir  about  two 
miles  back  in  the  mountains.  We 
tried  them  with  the  camera,  bur  the 
resulting  picture  was  very  poor.  My 
gun  did  much  better  work,  and  the  re- 
sult was,  we  took  the  five  ducks  along 
with  us. 

We  approached  the  nest  quietly  and 
on  rapping  the  tree  with  a  rock,  the 
old  lady  flew  off.  We  expected  trou- 
ble, but  tliroughout  the  operation,  nei- 
ther hawk  came  close,  but  sat  about 
in  the  big  pine  and  screamed  occa- 
sionally. 

Spencer,  who  is  an  expert  lineman, 
put  on  his  hooks  and  soon  reached  the 
nest.  Peering  in  he  called  down 
"three  nice  ones."  I  was  more  than 
well  pleased  as  two  would  have  satis- 
fied me.  The  nest  was  sixty  feet  up 
in  a  white  pine,  at  a  point  where  the 
trunk  sort  of  bent  out,  then  continued 
on  up. 

At  this  place  several  smaller  limbs 
grew  out;  also  one  quite  large  limb. 
About  six  feet  above  the  nest  a  large 
strong    limb    put    out.     To    this    limb 
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Spencer  tied  a  stout  rope,  then  tied  it 
around  his  waist.  In  this  manner  he 
was  able  to  baclv  out  of  the  lower  linib 
some  five  or  six  feet  from  the  nest 
at  which  distance  the  accompanying 
photo  was  secured.  He  pulled  the 
camera  up  with  a  small  handline  and 
after  the  photo  was  taken,  I  sent  up  a 
pail  in  which  the  eggs  were  safely 
lowered.  The  nest  was  very  large  and 
coarse;  almost  three  feet  across.  It 
was  snugly  lined  with  leaves,  and  a 
few  fresh  hemlock  sprigs.  The  three 
eggs  were  pale  blue  or  greenish-blue, 
unmarked,  and  of  course  were  fresh. 

Several  days  later  I  visited  the 
scene  again  and  was  rather  surprised 
to  see  the  old  hawk  fly  from  the  nest 
tree.  On  going  nearer  I  saw  a  lot  of 
fresh  hemlock  sprigs  around  the  rim 
of  the  nest  on  top  and  it  looks  as  if 
she  would  try  it  over.  I  had  intended 
going  up  again  yesterday,  but  had  an 
important  engagement  in  another  di- 
rection resulting  in  my  returning 
three  sets  richer.  One  of  Barred  Owl, 
and  two  of  Red-shouldered  Hawk, 
1-3  1-4. 

The  photo  of  the  nest  which  I  am 
sending,  although  not  perfect,  is  not 
really  bad,  and  shows  the  set  and  nest 
to  good  advantage,  consider!)!^,  the 
weather.  (But  will  not  make  a  good 
plate  for  the  Oologist. — Ed.) 

R.  B.  SIMPSOX, 

Warren,  Pa. 


NESTING    OF    THE    GRASSHOPPER 
SPARROW. 


Every  naturalist  has  his  favorites. 
In  the  realm  of  Ornithology  this  rule 
proves  no  exception.  Many  of  my 
friends  spend  early  April  in  traveling 
large  sections  of  woodland  for  Rap- 
tores  while  others,  in  early  June, 
search  out  the  nesting  places  of  our 
native  Warblers.  All  these  trips  have 
their  fascinations,  but  none  have  ap- 


pealed to  me  in  such  a  degree  as  has 
the  hunt  for  the  homes  of  the  elusive 
Grasshopper   Sparrow. 

The  Yellow-wing,  is,  to  say  the  least, 
local  in  its  habitat  and  peculiar  in 
its  habits.  Throughout  the  southern 
parts  of  Pennsylvania,  we  find  it  in 
numerous  localities,  but  never  in 
abundance.  Not  only  in  the  southern 
parts  but  also  in  the  mountains  of 
Pike  and  Monroe  Counties  as  well  as 
in  southern  New  Jersey,  does  the  in- 
sect-like song  of  the  Grasshopper  ring 
lazily  out  during  the  nesting  season. 
I  have  seen  them  quite  commonly  in 
Chester  County,  but  nowhere  in  such 
numbers  as  about  my  home  in  south- 
ern Montgomery  County.  Here  they 
are  very  common,  nesting  not  only  in 
the  dry,  weedy  fields,  usually  ascrib- 
ed to  them,  but  also  in  those  verdant 
with  grass  and  clover. 

It  is  a  comparatively  easy  matter 
to  discover  the  field  wherein  the  pair 
is  nesting,  but  to  find  the  nest  is  a 
much  harder  proposition.  During  the 
last  three  years  that  I  have  spent  in 
their  haunts,  but  three  nests  with 
perfect  sets  of  eggs  have  been  dis- 
covered in  the  vicinity  of  Philadel- 
phia. An  incomplete  set  was  taken 
at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey,  and  sever- 
al nests  with  young  have  been  locat- 
ed about  my  home;  but  in  the  search 
for  sets  of  this  speciess,  I  have  been 
singularly  unsuccessful.  One  fact  I 
have  demonstraled  about  my  home 
at  least; — it  is  useless  to  use  a  rope 
in  search  for  the  nests.  A  friend  and 
I  wasted  several  days  in  dragging 
over  fields,  but  with  no  results. 

My  first  nest  was  found  on  May 
26,  1WG,  and  well  do  I  recall  the  event. 
I  was  on  my  way  home  across  an  old 
field  overgrown  with  dried  grass, 
when  I  observed  two  Grasshoppers 
fighting  on  the  wing,  all  Ihe  while 
singing  violently — the  right  term  for 
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their  efforts.  Pausing  to  watch  the 
fracas,  I  was  startled  to  see  a  little 
brown  bird  dart  out  from  under  my 
feet  and  whirl  away.  A  moment's 
hunt  and  the  treasure  was  mine.  A 
beautiful  nest  it  was,  composed  en- 
tirely of  dead  grasses  and  completely 
arched  over  above.  The  perfectly 
fresh  eggs  were  four  in  number. 

Nest  number  Two  differed  from  the 
preceding  in  that  it  was  not  found  by 
chance.  The  only  day  I  could  spare 
with  my  friends  in  1907  was  June 
3,  which  I  judged  to  be  about  the  right 
date  on  account  of  the  backward 
weather.  I  had  definitely  located  a 
pair  in  a  small  field  and  procuring  a 
horse-whip,  started  in  to  hunt  syste- 
matically, thrashing  the  grass  ahead 
of  me  as  I  traversed  the  field  again 
and  again.  It  was  a  laborious  method, 
but  I  was  out  to  win.  First  a  Mead- 
owlark  dashed  up,  revealing  a  hand- 
some set  of  five  eggs;  then  I  located 
a  Field  Sparrow's  nest  and  at  last 
when  I  was  all  but  discouraged,  my 
Grasshopper  darted  off,  endeavoring 
by  all  ruses  known  to  the  bird  world, 
to  draw  me  from  its  treasure.  Though 
directly  above  the  nest,  so  cunning- 
ly was  it  hidden,  that  it  was  some- 
time ere  I  uncovered  the  exquisitely 
marked  set  of  five  fresh  eggs. 

My  third  set  came  to  me  on  May 
30,  1908.  Ever  will  that  day  be  fix- 
ed in  my  memory  for  not  only  did  I 
again  meet  with  success  among  the 
Grasshoppers,  but  also  was  fortunate 
in  making  my  first  studies  of  the 
home  life  on  the  Blue  Winged  Warb- 
ler. The  location  was  Newton  in 
Bucks  County.  Early  in  the  morning 
I  tramped  off  through  the  dew-be- 
decked grass  in  a  vain  search  for 
Bobolinks.  While  returning  through 
a  green  clover  field,  I  nearly  tramp- 
ed on  Madame  Grasshopper  who  hur- 
i-ied    off,    while    I    joyfully    inspected 


her   handsome    set  of   five   well    incu- 
bated eggs. 

To  the  average  inspector  of  my 
cabinet,  those  three  trays  of  crystal- 
line, red-flecked  eggs  mean  nothing; 
but  to  me  they  represent  the  achieve- 
ment of  a  purpose  and  the  results  of 
many  glorious  days.  At  some  future 
time  I  may  describe  more  fully  the 
habits  of  the  Grasshopper  Sparrow 
to  defend  myself  against  the  charge  of 
being  a  mere  collector.  I  have  learn- 
ed much  concerning  this  interesting 
Will-of-the-Wisp,  but  I  can  ascribe  the 
knowledge  thus  gained,  to  no  other 
cause  than  the  search  for  the  nests. 
RICHARD  C.  HARLOW. 


ABNORMAL    EGGS. 


Seeing  in  the  last  issue  of  THE 
OOLOGIST  a  few  sets  mentioned 
with  runt  or  abnormal  eggs  in  them, 
thought  I  might  add  my  mite  to  the 
list.  I  have  in  a  set  of  Cat  Bird,  a 
runt  hardly  larger  th^n  a  pea.  This 
year  I've  taken  runts  in  the  follow- 
ing: 

Belted  Kingfiisher,  Carolina  Chick- 
adee, Yellow  Shafted  Flicker,  and 
Field  Sparrow.  I  also  have  runts  of 
Bald  Eagle  and  Blue  footed  Booby; 
all  the  above  except  Eagle  my  own 
take, — no  fakes. 

H.    H.    BAILEY. 


QUITE   SO! 


]\Iay  23rd,   I  was  taking  a   trip   up 
Peconic   Bay   in    my   power   boat   and         ■ 
as    I    was    passing    a    sandy    point,    I      "^ 
noticed    a    number    of    barn    swallows 
skimming    over    the    waves.      This    is 
not  an  uncommon  sight  in  that  vicin- 
ity, but  I  was  surprised  to  see  them       _^ 
alight   on    the    waves    and    rest   after      fl 
the    manner    of    gulls    and    other    sea 
birds.     I   have  never  noticed  this   oc- 
currence  before   nor   heard   of   it,    so 
think  it  must  be  unusual;  is  it  not  so? 
K.  B.  SQUIRES. 
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The    Cat    Bird's    Nest. 

Pliolo  by  W.  K.  Loucks. 
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THE  CAT    BIRD. 


This  is  one  of  our  common,  every- 
day birds,  and  is  found  distributed 
over  the  greater  portion  of  North 
America  throughout  the  United  States 
and  the  Canadian  provinces,  more 
generally  towards  the  East.  The  Cat- 
bird comes  of  good  company,  stand- 
ing between  the  Mocking  Bird  and 
the  Brown  Thrasher  in  the  A.  O.  U. 
list  and  ranks  among  our  best  vocal- 
ists. But  for  reasons  largely  unex- 
plainable,  he  seems  to  have  acquir- 
ed a  bad  reputation  and  is  looked  up- 
on either  with  suspicion  or  dislike 
in  nearly  every  community;  all  of 
which  is  clearly  wrong,  for  the  catbird 
lives  largely  upon  the  larva  of  large 
insects,  and  in  that  way  well  earns 
our  good  will. 

Where  he  is  undisturbed,  he  will 
make  himself  very  much  at  home  and 
nest  almost  in  the  door  yard.  It  is 
a  nervous,  jerky,  excitable  species, 
brave  in  the  defense  of  its  nest  and 
young;  a  devoted  parent,  and  a  bird 
that  makes  the  greatest  fuss  in  the 
world  when  finally  it  abandons  its 
courageous  defense,  and  seeks  to  pro- 
tect its  own,  by  piteous  appeals. 

This  bird  is  peculiar  for  another 
thing  in  that  it  is  apt  to  turn  up  in  the 
most  unexpected  places,  and  under  the 
most  unexpected  circumstances;  be- 
ing found  as  a  stragler  in  many  whol- 
ly unlocked  for  situations.  Its  nest  is 
almost  uniformly  placed  in  a  thick  tan- 
gle of  brush  or  vines  at  no  very  great 
elevation  from  the  ground,  and  may 
be  found  in  the  most  silent,  seclud- 
ed places;  or  as  before  stated,  in  the 
very  midst  of  civilization.  One  pair 
is  now  nesting  within  twelve  feet  of 
the  dining  room  window  of  the  edi- 
tor. 

We  present  herewith  a  plate  show- 
ing a  nest  and  five/  eggs  of  this  spe- 
cies which  well  illustrates  the  typi- 
cal situation  of  the  home  of  this  bird. 
The  photo  was  made  by  William  E. 
Loucks,  formerly  of  Peoria,  Illinois; 
now  of  San  Francisco,  California. 

The  eggs  are  uniformly  deep  green- 
ish blue,  rather  rounded  in  shape,  and 
a  trifle  larger  than  those  of  the  Blue 
Bird;  rarely  other  than  five  in  numb- 
er, and  the  bird  breeds  over  practi- 
cally all  of  North  America  East  of 
the  Rocky  ^Mountains  and  South  of  an 


East  and  West  line  drawn  through 
the  Southernmost  point  of  James  Bay. 
Likewise  it  breeds  in  Montana,  Wash- 
ington and  some  other  of  the  North- 
westerly portions  of  the  United  States. 
The  bird  is  noted  for  its  mimicry 
of  the  notes  of  other  birds,  and  while 
its  song  is  neither  loud,  boisterous, 
round  nor  full  as  a  rule,  yet  for  qual- 
ity, expression  and  range,  it  is  ex- 
ceeded by  that  of  few  of  our  song- 
sters. Indeed  any  bird  fit  to  keep 
company  with  the  Mocking  Birds  and 
Thrashers,  must  needs  be  qualified 
for  Grand  Opera  in  birddom. 


KILLING    THE    BIRDS. 

The  enormous  destruction  of  bird 
life  by  the  sportsmen  and  so-called 
sportsmen  of  the  country  is  something 
appalling.  Thousands  upon  thousands 
of  innocent  victims  to  this  alleged 
sportsmanship  fall  every  week. 

In  the  little  county  where  THE 
OOLOGIST  now  lives,  over  one  hun- 
dred hunting  licenses  to  each  of  the 
Congressional  six-mile  square  town- 
ships were  issued.  In  Illinois,  it  av- 
erages over  four  to  each  square  mile. 
Think  of  it!  four  men  and  boys  tramp- 
ing every  section  of  land,  looking  for 
something  to  kill.  If  they  cannot  find 
game  birds,  most  of  them  shoot  at 
anything    else    that   flies. 

The  Illinois  River  extends  about 
thirteen  miles  from  Northeast  to 
Southwest  across  this  county.  In 
the  towns  along  this  river,  711  li- 
censes were  issued.  This  means  that 
there  were  over  fifty-six  men  and 
over  twenty-eight  on  each  bank  of 
the  river  to  each  mile,  waiting  to 
slaughter  the  wild  fowl  as  they  pass- 
ed ;  more  than  one  gunner  to  every 
two  hundred  feet!  Is  is  any  wonder 
that  the  river  now  has  less  than  one- 
fourth  of  these  birds,  that  it  did  form- 
erly? How  long  can  such  slaughter 
continue? 


A    LARGE    SET. 

While  collecting  Coot's  eggs  at  Nig- 
ger Slough,  May  22,  1909,  I  found  what 
I  think  to  be  an  exceptionally  large 
set  of  Mourning  Dove's  eggs;  a  set  of 
four.  The  nest  was  the  usual  type, 
but  rather  large.  The  incubation  was 
the  same  in  all  four  eggs;  the  dove 
being  on  the  nest  when  I  discovered 
it.  DUMO  I.  SHEPARDSON. 
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Rough    Winged   Swallow's   Nest. 
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THE    ROUGH    WINGED    SWALLOW. 


This  species  is  a  peculiar  bird  in 
many  respects.  It  is  nowhere  com- 
mon; nearly  everywhere  rare,  and  yet 
is  found  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  distinguished 
from  the  common  Bank  Swallow  in 
that  it  is  lighter,  and  its  throat  and 
breast  are  of  a  pale  gray  without 
markings.  It  lacks  entirely,  the  metal- 
lic coloring  so  common  to  the  Swal- 
low family.  In  hand,  the  specimen 
is  easily  distinguished  from  the  com- 
mon Bank  Swallow,  by  the  minute 
recurved,  hooklike  feathers  along  the 
edge  of  the  outer  primaries,  from 
which  it  gets  its  name — "Rough 
Wing." 

It  nests  nearly  all  over  the  United 
States,  but  differs  somewhat  in  its 
home  life  from  the  Bank  Swallow. 
Its  nests  are  seldom  placed  in  colo- 
nies of  over  five  or  six,  and  sometimes 
are  in  crevices  of  buildings,  abut- 
ments of  bridges  or  even  holes  in 
trees,  sites  never  affected  so  far  as 
the  writer  knows,  by  the  common 
Bank  Swallow. 

Throughout  Central  Illinois,  the 
Bank  Swallow  is  of  irregular  general 
distribution  and  is  found  nesting  in 
the  banks  and  sides  of  dry  creek  beds, 
usually  in  rather  sandy  soil,  in  lim 
ited  numbers:  seldom  more  than 
three  or  four  nests  being  found  near 
each  other.  More  often,  not  more  than 
one  or  two  in  a  place.  The  eggs  of 
this  species  are  as  with  the  Bank 
Swallow,  pure  white  with  a  slight 
yellowish-pink  tinge  before  blowing 
when  fresh;  usually  six  in  namDer, 
and  are  laid  as  a  general  thing  at  the 
end  of  a  burrow  dug  in  the  side  of  a 
creek  bank  from  two  to  three  feet 
deep,  into  which  there  has  been  car- 
ried, a  considerable  amount  of  straw, 
grass  and  feathers;  it  being  our  ob- 
servation that  this  bird  builds  a  much 
more  substantial  nest  than  the  Bank 
Swallow.  At  times  it  is  even  found 
nesting  sparingly  with  colonies  of 
Bank  Swallows. 

The  nest  of  a  bird  nesting  in  a  cav- 
ity or  bank  is  always  hard  to  repro- 
duce in  a  picture,  but  we  present 
herewith  a  view  of  a  set  of  Rough 
Winged  Swallow's  eggs  in  situ,  pho- 
toed  by  Isaac  E.  Hess,  of  Philo,  Illi- 
nois. 


SMOTHERED       IN       A       SAND 
DUNE. 


Young     Naturalist     Hunting    for 
Birds   Eggs  Dies  in  Cave  in. 

"NORFOLK,  Va.,  May  24.— 
Richard  P.  Smithwick,  aged  22 
years,  a  naturalist,  lost  his  life 
as  the  result  of  the  cave-in  of 
a  sand  dune  in  the  "Princess 
Anne  Desert"  between  Lynn 
Haven  Inlet  and  Cape  Henry,  for 
Kingfisher  eggs.  A  searching 
party  Sunday  found  Smithwick's 
body  with  his  feet  only  project- 
ing through  the  sand." 

The  foregoing  press  dispatch 
tells  of  the  sad  ending  of  an  ac- 
tive, useful  life.  Mr.  Smithwick 
was  an  active  young  worker  in 
his  chosen  field  of  science.  And 
had  his  life  been  spared,  would 
without  doubt  have  left  his  mark 
therein.  The  manner  of  his 
death  may  well  warn  others  not 
to  incur  similar  dangers.  It  is 
with  a  feeling  of  sadness  that 
we  take  his  name  from  our  sub- 
scription list. 


MIGRATING  CHIMNEY  SWALLOWS 
DESCEND  SCHOOL  CHIMNEY. 


On  the  evening  of  May  6th,  Philo 
was  visited  by  a  veritable  army  of 
Swifts,  the  air  above  seemingly  alive 
with  these  active  little  birds  known  to 
many  as  Chimney  Swallows. 

Quite  a  number  of  persons  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  public  school  building, 
were  attracted  by  their  evolution 
about  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  and 
witnessed  one  of  the  rarest  sights 
known  to  nature  observers. 

The  phenomenon  has  been  most  in- 
terestingly recorded  by  an  old  In- 
dian scientist.  Chief  Simon  Pokagon 
who  has  written  many  articles  on  the 
bird  life  of  Michigan  his  native  home. 
His  observation  however  was  in  the 
dense  woods  where  myriads  of 
Swifts  entered  a  big  hollow  tree  to 
spend  the  night.  Our  modern 
Swifts  have  accepted  the  brick  chim- 
neys furnished  by  man  and  the  public 
school  house   chimney  was   the   gath- 
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ering    point    on    the    evening    of    May 
6th. 

At  two  minutes  before  seven,  a 
mammoth  black  funnel  having  an  al- 
most sinister  aijpearance  was  observ- 
ed hanging  over  the  west  chimney  and 
for  seven  minutes  or  until  7:05  the 
funnel  revolved,  with  its  upper  rim 
high  in  the  heavens  and  the  point  or 
mouth  pouring  its  living  creatures  in 
a  constant  stream  into  the  open  chim- 
ney. 

When  the  last  of  the  birds  disap- 
peared and  fully  ten  thousand  little 
lives  were  safely  sheltered  for  the 
night,  one  observing  could  not  but 
be  impressed  with  the  regular  and 
soldier-like  precision  with  which  the 
whole  feat  was  accomplished,  a  task 
might  well  prove  appalling  to  a  hu- 
man leader  with  10,000  human  lives 
in  charge. 

Before  the  sun  peeped  up  the  next 
morning '  the  vast  army  struck  camp 
and  continued  on  their  northern  jour- 
ney, to  break  off  in  pairs  and  com- 
panies as  their  old  homes  in  the 
northern  cities  and  villages  hove  in 
sight.  Those  observing  were  fortu- 
nate for  the  impressive  scene  is  sel- 
dom seen  more  than  once  in  a  life 
time.  ISAAC  E.  HESS. 

The  same  phenomenon  is  noted  at 
the  home  of  THE  OOLOGI&ir  at  this 
time  (the  last  week  in  May)  every 
day;  although  not  to  so  large  an  ex- 
tent; the  number  of  swallows  going 
into  the  school  house  chimney  here 
every  evening  being,  according  to  my 
best  estimate,  about  five  hundred. 
They  have  been  going  in  steadily  now 
every  night  for  more  than  a  week. 
And  what  is  strange,  there  are  two 
chimneys  not  over  forty  feet  apart, 
both  of  the  same  size,  construction 
and  height.  One  is  used  as  a  down 
draft  ventilating  shaft  to  supply  cold 
air;  the  other  is  used  as  an  ordinary 
chimney  to  provide  draft  for  the  soft 
coal  furnace.  The  one  is  clean  and 
neat;  the  other  full  of  ordinary  coal 
soot.  The  swallows,  suri)rising  as  it 
may  seem,  uniformly  roost  in  the 
chimney  full  of  coal  soot. — Editor. 


FROM     CALIFORNIA, 

T  thought  your  readers  might  like 
to  hear  from  the  collecting  tiMp  that  1 
and    my   brothci-    made   into    the    Cas- 


taic  Canyon  of  Los  Angeles  County 
this  spring.  We  started  out  on  Tues- 
day and  got  to  our  Bee  Camp  about 
6  o'clock  that  evening.  The  next  af- 
ternoon after  having  finished  work- 
ing with  the  bees  we  looked  into  some 
old  hawks'  nests  that  were  on  some 
cliffs  nearby.  Not  finding  any  there, 
while  looking  for  nests  on  another 
cliff  my  brother  noticed  some  sticks 
sticking  out  of  a  hole  in  the  cliff. 
Climbing  up,  he  found  a  nest  there 
and  then  proceeded  to  chip  the  edge 
of  the  hole  away  with  his  knife  un- 
til he  could  pull  the  nest  out.  In  the 
nest  were  six  eggs  of  the  Rock  Wren, 
all  partially  incubated.  We  blew 
these  without  much  trouble  and  then 
returned  to  camp. 

The  next  day  we  walked  seven  miles 
up  Fish  Creek  to  an  Owl's  nest  which 
my  brother  had  found  the  year  before. 
When  we  got  to  where  the  nest  was, 
we  could  see  the  Owl  sitting  on  the 
nest.  We  chopped  down  a  small  tree 
and  leaned  it  ui)  against  the  cliff  to 
the  nest.  Then  I  shinned  up.  The 
Owl  sat  on  the  nest  and  blinked  her 
eyes  at  me.  I  examined  her  careful- 
ly and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  a  Spotted  Owl  because  she  was 
marked  with  irregular  splotches  of 
brown  and  white.  I  then  pulled  her 
off  the  nest  and  found  two  eggs;  one 
slightly  and  the  other  more  heavily 
incubated.  When  I  got  down  we  dis- 
covered the  male  sitting  in  a  small 
bush  about  fifteen  feet  from  the  nest. 
He  was  lighter  color  than  the  female. 
The  female  who  had  been  sitting  in 
a  tree  nearby  now  flew  down  and  sat 
beside  the  male.  Then  she  reached 
over,  put  her  bill  in  the  feathers  of 
the  male's  neck,  and  ruffled  them  n\). 
and  he  did  the  same  to  her.  They 
acted  like  they  were  kissing  each 
other. 

My!  but  I  wish  T  had  a  camera  then. 
While  the  two  birds  were  sitting  there 
they  both  called  several  times.  The 
female's  call  sounded  like  a  small 
dog  barking,  and  the  male's  like  a 
larger  dog. 

The  next  day  we  slr/ted  for  honi'> 
and  stopi)ed  for  dinner  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  west  of  Castaic  station 
After  dinner  we  went  to  a  nest  on  a 
cliff  which  we  had  found  going  ud. 
In  this  we  found  six  incubated  eggs 
of   American    Raven.     We   blew    Mipse 
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without  much  trouble,  an:l  tiien  went 
on  home  feeling  well  satisfied  with 
the  results  of  our  trip. 

LAWRENCE  PEYTON, 

Sespe,  Califoriiia. 


Of    Purple    Crackles    (Quiscalus    quib- 
cula). 

Rising  early  one  morning  in  April, 
1907,  my  attention  was  soon  attract- 
ed by  a  male  Purple  Grackle  carry- 
ing a  large  bunch  of  grass  ber.weeii 
its  mandibles.  It  was  still  very  ear- 
ly and  too  dark  to  follow  the  direction 
of  his  flight,  so  seating  myself  on  an 
old  stump  I  awaited  his  return.  This 
was  but  fifteen  minutes  and  a:?  the 
bird  again  flew  off  with  another  mouth 
full  of  grass  and  twigs  his  course 
could  be  easily  followed  to  a  large 
white  pine,  but  a  short  distance  from 
where  I  first  saw  the  bird. 

Making  all  haste  to  the  tree,  I 
found  that  it  was  not  occupied  by  one 
pair  only,  but  that  a  colony  of  twelve 
pairs  were  constructing  their  nests. 
This  was  April  10.  After  exandning 
a  few  of  the  lowest  nesjts  I  left  them 
and  on  returning  a  week  later,  sev 
eral  beautifully  marked  sets  were  se- 
cured. The  highest  nest  was  iifty- 
three  feet  from  the  ground  an  1  the 
lowest  forty-five.  They  were  compos- 
ed of  twigs  and  coarse  grass  lined 
with  much  finer  grass.  One  or  two 
of  the  largest  ones  had  a  slight  mud 
foundation. 

In  1908  this  tree  contained  a  col- 
ony of  ten  pairs,  but  no  sets  were  se- 
cured as  I  did  not  visit  the  birds  un- 
til the  young  had  hatched,  (May  5). 
One  of  the  nests  contained  a  set  of 
four,  but  they  were  too  badly  incu- 
bated -to  take.  The  old  birds  at  this 
date  were  very  busily  engaged  sup- 
plying their  hideous  little  nestlings 
with  sufficient  food.  Several  times 
I  noticed  the  old  birds  feed  them  on 
the  young  of  other  smaller  birds,  but 
as  a  general  rule  the  diet  was  compos- 
ed of  insects  and  thus  they  somewhat 
paid  for  the  damage  done  to  their 
smaller  brothers. 

This  si)ring  I  first  visited  the  tree 
April  18,  armed  with  a  camera,  plen- 
ty of  roi)e  and  other  collecting  par- 
aphanalia.  After  an  hours  tedious 
work  one  fairly  good  ])hotograph  was 
secured  of  a  nest  containing  five  eggs. 


Fifty-eight  feet  from  the  ground,  the 
highest  nest  of  this  species  I  have 
yet  found.  The  nests  this  year  were 
all  placed  at  the  very  tip  ends  of  the 
branches  and  in  order  to  get  to  them, 
the  limbs  had  to  be  supported  with 
ropes  from  those  above. 

Undoubtedly  this  tree  has  been 
used  by  the  grackles  for  many  years 
before  I  found  them  in  1907  and  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  just 
how  long,  but  every  one  that  I  asked, 
including  the  owner  of  the  property 
on  which  the  tree  stands,  were  ignor- 
ant, even  of  the  fact  that  the  grack- 
les were  nesting  there  at  the  time. 
B.    G.   HOWES, 

Stamford,    Conn. 


ADVERTISING. 


If  you   don't   think   that   it  pays   to 
advertise    in     THE     OOLOGIST    just 
read    the    following: 
"Editor    Oologist:  — 

Please  do  not  pl^-^e  that  ad  of  mine 
in  THE  OOLOGIST  again.  The  sets 
are   all   gone   long  ago. 

S.  S.  DICKEY." 

THE  OOLOGIST  reaches  about  one 
thousand  persons  each  month  who  are 
specially  interested  in  birds,  bird's 
nests,  bird's  eggs,  bird  books,  bird 
])ictures  and  mounted  birds.  There 
is  no  advertising  medium  in  America 
that  equals  it  for  those  who  desire 
to  reach  this  class  of  people. 

Fraud. 


It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  expose 
any  improper,  unscientific  or  fraudu- 
lent practices,  on  the  part  of  any  one, 
relating  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of 
specimens:  of  failure  of  anyone  to 
square  accounts  in  such  matters. 
These  things  should  be  conducted 
along  honorable  lines 

R.    M.    BARNES. 

SPECIAL     NOTICE 

We  want  the  following  back  numbers  of 
THE  OOLOGIST  for  which  we  wdll  pay  50c. 

Vol.  3.  1886,  No.  4;  Vol.  4. 1887,  Xo.3-4 double 
No.;  Vol.  5. 1888.  No.  6;  Vol.  7. 1890.  No.  3. 
Address 

THE  OOLOGIST 
Lacon,  Illinois. 
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A  Complete  Manual  of  California'Birdj 


BIRDS  OF  CALIfORNIA 


By  Irene  Grosvenor  Wheelock 

An  introduction  to  more  than 
three  hundred  common  birds  of  the 
state  and  adjacent  islands,  with  a 
supplementary  list  of  rare  migrants, 
accidental  visitants  and  hypothetical 
sub-species. 

With  ten  full  page  plates  and 
seventy-eight  drawings  in  the 
text  by  Bruce  Horsfall. 

To  the  resident  or  visitor,  this 
work  which  described  all  tl>e  birds 
of  California  and  its  borders,  will 
be  of  equal  value.  The  work  is 
arranged  for  easy  identification  of 
species  and  contains  maps  showing 
the  zones  of  their  distribution.  The 
observations  of  the  author  are 
backed  by  citations  from  the  lead- 
ing authorities  and  the  book  is  there- 
fore a  most  reliable  guide  to  the 
ornithology  of  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Handy  size  for  field  use,  flexible 
Morocco,  $2.50  net. 

"By   the  jame  author 

NESTLINGS    OF   FOREST  AND 
MARSH 

With  12  full  page  photogravures, 
and  60  text  illustrations,  $1.00. 

Of  all  Booksellers,  or  of 

A.  C.  McCLURO  &  CO., 

Publishers, 

CHICAGO 


Prices   for   Back   Numbers    of   the 
YOUNG    OOLOjiSX   and    TH£    OOLOGIST 
Will,  during    1908,     remain  as   below: 
After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable    at    any    price.      Should    you 
desire   back   numbers    to   complete   your 
tile,  NOW   is  the  time  to  purchase.   You 
can    never   obtain    them    for   less   money 
and    possibly    not   at    any    price,    as    our 
stock    ranges   from   only    1    to   25   copiee 
ot  an  issue. 

Prices  for   1909  Are    as  Follows: 
Nos.  1.14.  m.  31,  :U:i5.  42.  53, !«,  8!),  111,130  ,  132 
137. 139,  14U.  1.53.  158,  art'  50  cents  each; 

Nos.  9,  Cb-ti7,  76.  77,  78.  79,  88,  90,  lOO 
113,   138,   H6,   are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144.  149,  are  15- 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22,  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50.  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80.  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 

iliF"All    other    numbers    5c.    per    copy. 

For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
145.  This  offer  includes  your  subscription 
through  1908. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows; 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,   Nos.    1   to   12 |   .90 

Vol.   II,   1885,   Nos.    13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.    IV.    1887,   Nos.    21    to   25-26....    1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888.    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889.  Nos.   39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,  1890,  Nos.   51    to  62 75 

Vol.   VIII,   1891,  Nos.   63   to  74 75 

Vol.   IX,  1892,  Nos.  75   to  86 90 

\"ol.    X,    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,    1894,   Nos.    99   to    110 50 

Vol.    XII,   1895,   Nos.    Ill    to    122 1.00 

\'ol.   Xrri.  1896,  Nos.   123   to   127 50 

Vol   XIV,    1897.   Nos.    128   to    139....    1.50 

\'ol.  XV,  1898.  Nos.  140  to  149 60 

Vol.  XVI.  1899,  Nos.  150  to  161..  .75 
Vol.  XVn,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171..  .50 
Vol.  XVIir.  1901,  Nos.  172  to  183.    .50 

Vol.  XIX.  1902,  Nos.  184  to  195 50 

Vol.  XX.  1903,  Nos.  196  to  197 10 

Vol.  XXI,  1904,  No.  198  to  209 50 

Vol.  XXII.  1905.  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vol.  X'XTII.  19(H).  222  to  2.33 50 

Vol.  X XIV.  1907,  234.  to  245 55 

Vol.  XXV,  1908,  241)  to  2.'37-  .50 

For  15.25  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
Inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
2r>c..  50c.  and  75c.  copies. 

P'or  J2.50  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  Inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over 

—   I50LIAD  VOLUMES  — 
Can   he   furnished,   strongly  bound   In  oloth  and 
honrds,    as    followe: 
Vol.   I   and   II    YOUNO  OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one   volume $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '02.  21)8  paces 
of  valuable  and  Instructive  Oolofflcal 
and    Ornithological    matter    with    many 

full    page    Illustrations $1.00 

Or.  If  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mall  for  only 
$1.75.  Lvery  student  of  t)trds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain. 
Is    worth    many    times    the    price. 

Addre.s8     plainly, 

TIIK  (i( »!.()(;  1ST. 

I.:i('<>ii.  III. 
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SUBSCRIBERS 


A  new  management  is  at  the  helm.     New  methods  are 
to  be  employed  in  making  The  Oologlst. 

1.  More  and  better  cuts  will  appear. 

2.  A  series  of  colored  plates  different  from  anything  ever 
published  are  in  contemplation. 

3.  The  exchange  columns  will  be  brought  up  to  standard  if 
you  will  only  send  in  your  notices. 

4.  The  subscription  list  must  be  increased.  Cannot  each 
one  of  you  send  in  at  least  one  new  subscriber  ? 

1 

^. .  The  premium  policy  aside  from  the  free  exchange 
notice  will  be  eliminated,  the  magazine  will  be  worth  the 
price. 

THE  OOLOQIST 

LACON,  ILLINOIS 


The  Oologist. 

BIRDS-NESTS-EGGS 
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No.  7. 
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264 

BRIER    SPFCIAL     ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wanted,  Exohangre.  Fur  Sule,  F:tc.,    inserted  in  this  departineiit  at  2.5  cents  for  each  25 
■words  for  one  issue:  eacli  additional  word  1  cent.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents. 

TAKE     NOTICE. 

Subscription.  50  cents  per  year, 
Examine  the  number   on  the  wrapper  of 
your  Oologist.       It  denotes  the  time  your 
subscription  expires.     Keniember  we  must 
be  notilied  if  you  wish  it  discontinued  and 
all  arrearages  must  be  paid.     264  your  sub- 
scription expires  with  this  issue.     269  your 
subscription  expires  with  December   issue 
190!t. 
Address  all  conuuunications  to 
THE  OOLOGIST, 

Lacon,  Illinois. 

ft;ntered  as  second-class  matter  December 
21.  Uiu.iat  the  post  othce.  at  Albion,  N.  Y., 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1879. 


SC1!S(  •Kir,i;i;S:  — In  answering  advertise- 
ments in  tl)e>e  colunms  mention  "TiiK  Oolo- 
gist." and  thereby  help  us.  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vertiser and  yourself. 

WANTED— A  good  second-hand  egg  cabi- 
net. Send  description  and  price,  togt'ther 
with  inside  measurements  of  drawers,  when 
answering  this  ad,    ('.  P.EItT  NK'IIOES 

WA.\TKD-.\good  .Magic  Lantern.  Offer 
in  exchange,  specimens  or  a  tine  camera.  ,1. 
O.  SNYDEK.  Hox  775,  Stanford  University, 
California. 


I  HAVE  a  lot  of  tin(!  sets  of  .-^ea  iiirds 
E^gs  from  Iceland  and  Lapland,  to  exchange 
for  other  kinds.  Send  your  list  to  W.VLTEIt 
KAINE,  Kew  Leach.  Toronto.  Canada. 

EOi;  S.\LE— Fine  sets  of  Sea  Lirds  Eggs, 
Aucks.  Loons,  (iiills  and  Plovers  from  Ice- 
land. Lar>land  and  Sweden.  W.VLTEli 
ILVI.XE.  Kew  Leach,  Toronto,  Canada. 


K(»i;  SALE  or  Exchange  for  Bird  Skins. 
Rooks  by  C.  B.  Cory:  Birds  of  Hayti  and  San 
Domingo:  Birds  of  Bahamas:  I'.irds  (jf  East- 
ern N.  A.,  also  O.  A-  <).  Vol.  viii.  K.  B.  Mc- 
KECHXIE,  Ponkapog.  Mass. 

WANTED.— First  class  skins  of  Bohemian 
Wax  wing;  Evening  Grosl)eak;  PineOrovSbeak: 
American  and  White-winged  Cro  sbill:  any 
Leucosticte:  Kichardson  Owl;  and  certain 
other  boreal  land  and  water  species.  Offer 
in  exchange  representative  Lower  Rio 
<;rande  species.  No  eggs  are  offered  and 
none  are  desired.  AUSTIN  PAUL  SMITH. 
Box  141,  Brownsville,  Texas. 

FOR  SALE.- Deer  heads  for  mounting 
also  extra  scalps  and  antlers  Prices  very 
reasonable.  Some  choice  game  bird  and 
mammal  skins  and  mounted  specimens. 

(.EO.  F.  (iUELi'".  Taxidermist,  Brockport. 

n:^v. 

WANTF^D— To  exchange  birds,  nests,  and 
eggs  from  this  locality  for  those  not  in  my 
collection.  Sea  birds  specially  wanted.  E. 
]'.  WALK  ER.  Sheridan.  Indiana. 

\\'.\NTEI).— To  exchange  collection  of  one 
hundred  m<iunted  birds  for  bird  skins  new 
to  my  list,  or  will  sell  cheap  tor  cash.  En- 
close stamp  for  particulars.  Can  you  use 
land  bird  skins  from  .Maine?  C.  W.  SHAW. 
Bucklield.  .Maine. 

XESTS  with  and  without  sets  wanted,  also 
reptile  eggs,  common  variety  particularly. 
J.  P.  B.VLL.  M.  D..  I'rankford.  Phila. 

WANTED-First  class  labeled  skins  of  .\. 
A.  small  land  birds,  for  Al  skins  of  birds 
from  N,  v..  Illinois  and  California.  I  can 
also  use  C.  A-  S.  .\m.  birds  In  exchange.— 
Have  lot  of  stamps  to  exchange  for  eggs  in 
sets,  or  skins.  H.  K.  COALIC,  i:«j  Washing- 
ton street,  Chicago. 

E.\'CH.VN(iE.— I  am  needing  two  line  pairs 
of  fresh  skins  of  No.  265  for  mounting.  Can 
give  in  exchange  such  sets  as  207,  2:t:ia.  295. 
■.m.  .■i70a.  139.  6.51a,  639.  730.  749.  etc.  TIIO.M  AS 
11.  .lACKSON,  301  N,  Frankliu  street,  West 
(  hester.  Penna. 

TO  E.\CHAN<;E  Sets  with  data.  North 
.\  iiierican  and  l-'oreign.  Can  use  many  <'om- 
mon  kinds  of  both.  Dr.  T.  W.  RK'H.VRDS 
U.S.  Navy.  1911  N.  St..  N.  W..  Washington 
D.C. 
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EXCHANCiE  notice:. -34  Publications  of 
Cal.  Academy  of  Science,  and  11  Publications 
by  Bryant,  Belding  and  Anthony,  to  ex- 
change for  first-class  Sets  with  data.  Send 
lists,  also  Sets  for  same.  H.  F.  DUPKEY, 
919  Morgan  street,  Santa  Rosa.  California. 

GLEANINGS,  No.  5.-The  Purple  :Martin 
and  Houses  for  its  Summer  Home,  1909.— 
Price  $1.00,  or  will  exchanse  for  bird  books  of 
equal  value.    J.  WAR  KEN  JACOBS, 

Waynesburg,  Pa. 

EGGS  IN  FINE  SP:TS-I  can  supply  fol- 
lowing species:  121,  207.  293a.  29 1.  295,  301.  302, 
313,  318,  319,  321,  327,  32M,  3.i3,  354.  354a,  359.  360c, 
370a,  376,  417.  419.  421.  4206,  459,  475.  487.  490,2, 
490,;?,  513a,  518,533.  534.536,  554.  5676.  581  J,  586, 
5936,  607,  641,  637,  654a,  683a,  697,  702,  708.  706,  730, 
7356,  736a,  738.  749,  754.  763.  Exchange  lists  in- 
vited. THOMAS  H.  J.VCKSON,  West  Ches- 
ter, Pa.,  304  N.  Franklin  St. 

WANTED.— (iood  photographs  of  nests 
and  eggs  of  Mississippi  Valley  Migrants 
breeding  in  north  i  e.,  vVarblers,  Sparrows, 
etc,  J.  T.  FEKRV. Chicago, 111. .Careof  Field 
Museum  of  Natural  History^ 

FOR  EXCHAN(;E.-A  number  of  genuine 
buffalo  horns,  tirst  class,  in  pairs  and  singles, 
for  sets  with  data.  W.  C.  PARKS,  704  Milli- 
gan  St.,  Crawforasville,  lud. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE.- We  want  No.  6  of 
Volume  5, 18<8<8  of  The  Oologist  for  which  we 
will  pay  fifty  cents  in  cash.  THE 
OOLOGIST.  Lacon,  Ills. 

WANTED.— A  good  pair  of  Barn  Owl  skins 
for  mounting.  \\'ill  exchange  eggs  or  skins 
for  same.  THOMAS  H.  JACKSON,  West 
Chester.  Pa. 

WANTED.  — First  four  numbersof  Volume 
one  of  the  Nidiologist.  Will  pay  cash  or  will 
exchange  sets  of  eggs  or  30  different  numbers 
of  the  Nidiologist.  Send  me  your  exchange 
list.    EVAN  DAVIS.  Orange.  Calif. 

BIRD  MAGAZINES.-I  have  about  5000 
odd  numbers  of  all  the  bird  Magazine?  pub- 
lished in  America.  Nearly  complete  tiles  of 
Osprey,  Nidiologist.  Condors,  Oologist,  O.  P. 
O.,  etc.,  etc.  What  do  you  need  to  complete 
your  tiles.  W.  LEE  CHAMBERS,  Santa 
Monica,  Cal. 

Snapping  Turtle  1-25,  1-30,  1-40,  4  cents  per 
egg  prepaid.  Six  well  marked  sets  of  Red 
shouldered  Hawk  5-3, 1-4, 13.50  by  express  at 
buyers  expense.  All  tirst  class  with  data. 
JAMES  O.  JOHNSON,  Southington,  Conn. 

FOR  SALE  OK  EXCHANGE.-8  vols. 
■'World's  Great  Travelers,"  practically  new; 
1  vol.  Butterrtiesof  N.  A.  (Holland;.  1  vol. 
Hypnotism  and  Hypnotic  Suggestions,  (3 
authors);  1  vol.  Hynotism  (Moll)  cover 
damaged,  pages  good;  1  vol.  Suggestive 
Therapeutics.  (Bernheim);  Geologit'al  Sur- 
veys. Agricultural  Reports  and  Typewriter 
to  exchange  for  books  on  Moths,  ButterHies, 
Insects,  Oology,  Ornithology,  Mammals, 
Arrow-points,  Pottery  or  any  other  Indian 
Relics.  If  you  mean  biz  write  your  offer. 
L.  P..  HOWSLEY.  .Mullan.  Idaho. 

FREE.— Lesson  in  Taxidermy  with  every 
$5.00  order  of  Taxidermy  or  over.  (iame 
heads,  rugs.  etc..  for  sale  also  3t)8  5-2.  K.  F. 
MULLEN,  Expert  Taxidermist,  South 
509  N.  24th  St.,  2nd  Floor,  Omaha,  Nebr. 


WANTED.- A  set  each  of  the  Broad-winged 
and  Sharp-shinned  Hawk.  Can  offer  in 
exchange  fine  western  sets  with  nest.  D.  E. 
BR(JWN.  90  University  St.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Rare  birds'  skins,  eggs,  and  nests  from 
Europe,  Asia,  Africa.  Central  and  South 
America  at  low  prices.  Also  Ornithological 
Books  and  Reptiles'  Eggs.  See  Bulletin. 
Specimen  number  for  2  cent  stamp.  World 
Wide  Circulation.  Ad  rates  1  cent  a  word. 
THE  BULLETIN.  4  Duke  St..  Adelphi, 
London.  W.  C.  England. 
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Have  ? 

If  not  write  nie  at  once  and  I  will 
suggest  a  way  for  you  to  increase  the 
circulation  of  your  magazine  or  news- 
paper, I  have  made  circulations  jump 
100  to  10,000  monthly.     I  can  help  you. 
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New  Egypt,  New  Jersey 


"The  Condor" 

A  Magazine  of  Western  Ornithology 
Edited  by  J.  Grinnell. 

Associate  Editors: 

Wm.  L.  Finley,  Robert  B.  Rockwell 

"Oft'icial  Organ  of  the  Cooper  Orni- 
tiiological  Club." 

Vol.  XI,  1909 
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articles  by  live  active  ornithologists 
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This  Illustrated  100-Page  Monthly 
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tion of  any  collectors'  monthly  in  the  world,  and  In 
size  has  no  rival.  More  ads.  in  the  WEST  than  In 
all  ether  American  Collector  monthlies  combined. 
The  best-paying  medium  for  advertisers.  Rates 
small,  results  large.  It  will  pay  to  write  us  about  it. 
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camera  Souvenir  Card  Club  Exchange— over  8,500 
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EXCHANGE  NOTICE 

I  want  one  set,  complete,  with  original  data  of  each  of  the  following 
A.  O.  U.  numbers  1,  2,  11,  12,  32,  51,  53,  58,  65,  119,  120c,  125,  126, 
144,  167,  190,  191,  201,  221,  294a,  258.1,259.1,  378,  385,  456,  475,  476, 
488,  501,  519,  540,  581,  612,  616,  721a. 

Also  two  complete  sets  with  original  data  of  each  of  the  following 
A.  O.  U.  numbers  30,  31a,  103,  118,  121,  208,  212,  337a,  342,  373,  373c, 
4.52,  481,  487,  498,  501b,  595,  598,  622a.  Also  twenty  sets  of  the  Least 
Tern  14-3  6-2  with  original  data.  If  you  have  any  of  these  set  them 
aside  and  write  me.  I  can  offer  a  very  extensive  exchange  list  to 
select  from. 

R.  M.  BARNES, 

Lacon,  111. 


BACK  NUMBERS 

SPECIAL  NOTICE 

We  want  the  following  back  numbers  of  The  Oologist  at  once: 
No.  6,  Vol.  5,  1888,  50c.;  No.  5,  Vol.  1896,  25c;  Nos.  4,  5,  10,  12,,  Vol. 
14,  1897,  25c.  each;  No.  12,  Vol.  15,  1898,  25c.  and  will  pay  these  prices 
cash  therefore-     Look  over  your  back  numbers  and  write  us. 

THE  OOLOGIST, 

Lacon,  111. 
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The    Eggs    of    Heermann's    Gull 
Discovered. 


Up  to  this  year  tlie  eggs  of  Heer- 
mann's Gull  (Larus  heermanni)  had 
never  been  tound.  My  collector,  Mr. 
Wilmot  W.  Brown,  Jr..  whom  I  have 
had  for  over  a  year  in  the  Cape  region 
of  Lower  California  has  just  sent  me  a 
very  large  series  of  this  bird.  Thinlv- 
ing  his  letter  might  interest  your  read- 
ers, I  enclose  it. 

"The  expedition  just  completed,  was 
to  the  Island  of  Idlefonso  in  search  of 
the  nesting  place  of  Heermann's  Gull. 
After  a  long  and  weary  search  on  the 
different  islands  along  the  coast,  on 
the  2d  of  April,  I  discovered  a  colony 
breeding.  After  waiting  six  days  so 
as  to  get  complete  sets,  I  collected  a 
very  large  series.  With  a  few  excep- 
tions, most  of  the  nests  contained  two 
eggs.  Some  twenty  or  thirty  nests 
contained  three  eggs. 

The  nest  in  all  cases  was  simply  a 
well  formed  depression  in  the  ground 
and  had  no  lining  whatever.  There 
must  have  been  over  10,000  Heermann 
Gulls  nesting.  On  the  southern  end 
of  the  Island  of  Idlefonso  facing  the 
sea,  there  is  a  large  semi-circular 
shaped  depression  which  covers  about 
five  acres.  It  is  quite  level  on  the  bot- 
tom and  covered  with  gravel,  with 
here  and  there,  blocks  of  lava  scat- 
tered about.  It  is  well  protected 
from  the  Northwest  wind  which  pre- 
vails in  March  and  April. 

•'At  the  time  I  arrived,  March  28, 
immense  numbers  of  Heermann  Gulls 
were  congregating,  preparatory  to  lay- 
ing their  eggs.  They  literally  covered 
the  ground:  and  so  occupied  were  they 
in  their  love-making  that  they  paid 
very  little  attention  to  me.  Their 
cries  deadened  the  cries  of  all  the 
other  birds  and  they  kept  it  up  all 
through  the  night. 

"In  the  waters  close  to  the  breed- 
ing ground,  large  flocks  were  seen, 
their  breeding  instinct  making  them 
very  sociable.  On  my  arrival  they  were 
in  immense  numbers  and  the  males 
were  constantly  seen  fluttering  over 
the  females  on  the  ground  near  their 
nests.  No  eggs  was  laid  until  April 
2d,  so  it  seems  they  spend  some  time 
in  courtship  before  settling  down  to 
their  matrimonial  duties.  The  female 
when    in    passion    emits    a    peculiar 


squeaky  sound  as  she  coaxes  the  male 
by  squatting  down  and  by  going 
through  the  most  ludicrous  motions. 
I  have  also  seen  a  couple  holding  on 
to  each  other's  bills,  then  they  would 
break  away  and  go  through  a  sugges- 
tion of  dance,  but  all  the  time  talking 
to  each  other  in  low  love  tones.  The 
appearance  of  a  Duck  Hawk  would 
send  them  all  flying  seaward,  but  they 
soon  returned. 

"In  the  niches  and  caves  of  the  Cliff, 
I  found  the  Blue-footed  Booby  (Sula 
nebouxii)  breeding.  The  eggs  were 
in  all  cases  laid  in  a  depression  in  the 
floor  of  the  cave.  Most  nests  con- 
tained one  egg  each,  well  incubated. 
Only  two  nests  contained  two  eggs. 
In  most  cases  the  old  birds  stoutly 
defended  their  nests,  striking  vigor- 
ously at  me  with  their  sharp  beaks. 
Several  nests  contained  young,  well 
grown  and  in  downy  plumage.  This 
colony  of  about  twenty-five  pairs  nest- 
ed in  the  Cliffs  on  the  Northwest  side 
of  the  island. 

"There  was  a  colony  of  Brewster's 
Booby  (Sula  brewsteri)  nesting  on  the 
Southern  end  of  the  island  in  the  cliffs, 
caves  and  in  the  openings  among  the 
rocks.  The  nests  were  composed  of 
a  few  sticks  in  most  instances  whit- 
ened with  guano  and  on  this,  one  egg 
was  laid.  T  didn't  find  a  single  nest 
that  contained  two  eggs.  As  I  saw 
full  grown  young  on  the  wing,  they 
probably  begin  to  nest  in  January. 

"In  a  niche  among  the  rocks,  I  found 
two  nests  of  Craveri's  Murrelet 
(Bk-achyranphus  craveri)  each  con- 
taining one  egg  well  incubated." 

From  Idlefonso  Island,  Mr.  Brown 
sailed  to  Loreto.  He  then  went  to 
Comondu  where  lie  collected  a  fine 
series  of  Brown's  Song  Sparrow  and 
twelve  sets  of  eggs.  He  was  also  for- 
tunate enough  to  get  several  sets  of 
Behiing  YeHow-throat  (Geothlypis 
beldingi). 

JOHN  E.  THAYER. 

Lancaster,   Mass. 


From  the  Isle  of  Pines. 


The  Florida  Grackle  (Quiscalus 
quiscula  aglacus)  is  one  of  our  most 
common  birds.  It  measures  about 
11.25  inches  in  length,  and  wing  5.-5 
inches.  It  is  much  tamer  here  than 
our  Grackles  of  the  North,  and  is  very 
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curious,  wishing  to  investigate  every- 
thing that  one  does  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  male  is  a  very  proud  bird 
and  struts  almost  exactly  like  a  fan- 
tail  pigeon;  head  bent  back  and  tail 
brought  forward  until  they  almost 
meet  over  the  back,  all  the  while  ut- 
tering a  peculiar  metallic   squeak. 

This  bird  like  the  Ani  (Crotophaga 
ani),  locally  known  as  Black  Parrot, 
likes  to  be  around  horses  and  cattle, 
and  it  is  no  uncommon  sight  to  see 
them  perched  on  them  picking  off  ticks 
which  at  certain  seasons  almost  cover 
the  animals  in  pasture.  These  birds 
don't  seem  quite  as  gregarious  as  the 
Bronzed  Grackles,  and  the  usual  flock 
rarely  exceeds  six  to  eight.  They  nest 
during  May  and  June. 

The  Ani  (Crotophaga  ani),  is  quite 
abundant  on  the  Isle  of  Pines.  This 
hird,  although  a  member  of  the  Cuckoo 
family,  is  generally  known  as  Black 
Parrot,  or  Jew  Bird,  because  of  the 
shape  of  its  bill.  It  is  entirely  black 
with  bluish  reflections,  and  measui-es 
fifteen  inches  in  length  and  wing  6.'^5 
inches.  This  bird  is  gregarious  antl  is 
found  in  flocks  varying  in  size  from 
6  to  20.  They  feed  on  chameleons, 
crickets  and  other  insects.  They  may 
be  seen  often  just  in  front  of  tne 
flames  of  a  forest  fire  picking  up  the 
chameleons  that  are  fleeing  before  it, 
or  after  it  has  passed  over  and  is  still 
smoking,  picking  up  the  dead  ones. 
In  order  to  see  these  birds,  all  tha:  is 
necessary  is  to  build  a  big  fire,  make 
lots  of  smoke  and  presently  there  ^^'ill 
be  a  score  of  Bl?ck  Parrots  around  in 
company  with  several  Cunan  Spar- 
row-Hawks and  a  pair  or  two  of 
Kingbirds. 

My  list  continuel  to  date  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Quail  Dove   1 

Yellow-bellied    Flycatcher 1 

Ward's  Heron 1 

Louisiana   Heron    Several 

Blue-heade<l  Quail  Dove 1 

Solitary  Sandpii)er   1 

Pied-billed   Grebe    2 

Yellow-throated    Vireo    1 

Black-billed  Cuckoo   1 

Cuban  Cliff  Swallow Several 

Oven    Bird,    Common    (Omitted    from 

previous  lists.) 

This  makes  a  total  of  sixty-six  spe- 
cies identified  by  myself,  on  the  Isle  of 
Pines.     The   nesting   season   is   in   its 


height,  but  I  have  been  too  busy  to  do 
any  collecting. 

I  wish  to  make  several  corrections 
in  the  list  of  birds  which  I  have  seen 
on  the  Isle  of  Pines. 

1st.  The  Black  Parrot  is  the  Ani. 
Crotophaga  ani. 

2d.  Cuban  Bob-white,  Colinus  cub- 
anensis,  instead  of  Colinus  virginianus. 

3d.  Carion  Crow,  Catharista  uruba? 
probably  an  immature  Turkey  Buz- 
zard. 

4th.  Cuban  Red-bellied  Woodpecker. 
Centurus  superciliaris,  instead  of  Cen- 
turus  carolinus. 

5th.  Cuban  Meadowlark,  Sturnella 
hippocrepis,  instead  of  Sturnella 
magna. 

6th.  Cuban  Crane,  Gruonesiates,  in 
stead   of  Grus  Mexicana. 

7th.  Chimney  Swift,  Chaetura  pela- 
gica(?)  probably  some  other  swift,  as 
there  are  no  records  of  this  bird  for 
Cuba. 

I  also  wish  to  add  to  my  list  of  birds 
seen  here,  Cuban  Oriole,  Ictarus  hy- 
pomelas. 

A.  C.  READ. 


THE     PROTHONOTARY    WARBLER. 


(Protonotaria  citrea.) 

The  Prothonotary  or  Golden  Swamp 
Warbler,  is  one  of  the  best  known 
members  of  the  warbler  family.  Few 
of  that  family  exceed  it  in  brilliancy 
of  plumage,  and  none  in  gentleness 
of  way. 

It  is  a  bird  that  early  attracted  the 
attention  of  students  in  ornithology. 
It  has  been  studied  and  written  about 
for  many  generations,  and  by  some  of 
the  greatest  of  all  bird  students. 
This  species  has  a  peculiar  fascina- 
tion for  the  writer  because  in  my  ear- 
lier bird  studies  it  came  under  my  ob- 
servation oftener,  was  observed  more 
closely  and  furnished  more  interest- 
ing incidents  than  nearly  any  other 
bird  in  the  entire  list  of  North  Ameri- 
can birds.  The  larger  port  of  my  ear- 
lier accumulations  in  the  line  of  Oolo- 
gy are  the  result  of  exchanges  based 
upon  Prothonotary  warbler  eggs  taken 
myself.  This  little  bird  is  a  denizen 
of  the  soft,  moist,  quiet  sylvan  swamps 
of  most  of  the  interior  rivers  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley;  seldom  venturing 
far  beyond  their   shady  depths.     Yet 
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Prothonotary    Warbler's    Nest    in    Overflowed     River    Bottoms,    the    day 
before  it  was  Flooded.     Photo    by  W.  E.  Loucks. 
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frequently  flitting  through  a  narrow 
sun-lit  space  with  quivering  wings  and 
outspread  tail,  a  perfect  picture  of 
orange,  gold  and  olive  green.  It  is,  or 
was  one  of  the  commonest  summer 
residents  of  the  swamps  bordering 
the  Illinois  River  up  to  the  year  1900, 
and  one  of  the  best  articles  refer- 
ring to  this  bird  that  has  ever  come 
under  our  notice  is  "The  Life  History 
and  Distribution  of  the  Prothonotary 
Warbler  in  Illinois."  written  and  pub- 
lished by  W.  E.  Loucks,  formerly  of 
Peoria,   Illinois. 

The  Pi-othonotary  is  found  regular- 
ly in  the  swamps  bordering  the  Miss- 
issippi river  as  far  up  as  Davenport 
and  the  Ohio  as  far  north  as  Cincin- 
nati, the  Wabash  river,  the  Kaskaskia 
river,  as  far  north  as  Vandalia,  the 
Missouri  river  for  about  half  the  dis- 
tance across  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
the  Illinois  River  as  far  north  as  Ot- 
tawa. In  some  of  these  places  it  is 
very  abundant,  and  in  all  of  them  prac- 
tically a  regular  breeder. 

The  Prothonotary  here  comes  early, 
arriving  about  the  first  of  May.  The 
male  is  a  tireless  singer,  soon  selects 
his  summer  home,  and  immediately 
asserts  squatter  sovereignty  in  that 
vicinity,  making  war  upon  all  other 
birds  with  which  he  is  able  to  cope, 
that  invade  his  domain.  The  female 
is  garbed  in  more  subdued  hues,  but 
is  recognizable  at  a  glance  as  its  name 
would  imply,  as  a  Golden  Swamp 
Warbler. 

The  nesting  site  selected  by  these 
little  birds  is  a  hole  in  a  tree,  stump 
or  log  apparently  without  much  care 
as  to  whether  the  cavity  is  artificial 
or  natural,  nor  as  to  the  size  of  the 
same,  except  they  avoid  large  cavi- 
ties. They  seem  to  prefer  those  which 
are  in  logs,  trees  or  stumps  standing 
in  the  water;  and  also  to  prefer  to 
place  their  nest  in  a  cavity  in  a  damp 
water-soaked  or  partially  rotten  timb- 
er. The  elevation  from  the  ground 
or  water  varies  from  a  few  inches 
to  twenty-five  feet,  both  extremes  be- 
ing exceedingly  rare;  the  vast  major- 
ity of  nests  being  up  from  four  to 
twelve  feet  only. 

The  nest  material  is  fine  straws, 
weeds  and  grasses,  occasionally  a 
few  feathers  or  hair,  skeletonized 
leaves,  frequently  some  smaller  dead 
water-soaked    leaves;    and    almost   in- 


variably moss  which  the  bird  gathers 
from  the  trees  in  the  vicinity  of  its 
home;  a  short  greenish,  bark  growing 
moss.  These  are  formed  into  a  cup 
shaped  nest  that  is  fitted  into  the  cav- 
ity and  in  this  the  bird  lays  from 
three  to  ten  eggs;  the  latter  number 
being  found,  so  far  as  the  writer 
knows,  but  once.  The  former  number 
occasionally.  However,  five  and  six 
are  the  almost  invariable  clutch; 
seven  being  quite  rare  and  any  num- 
ber above  that,  exceedingly  so. 

The  female  does  practically  all  the 
work  of  nest  building,  in  which  she 
is  accompanied  back  and  forth  as  she 
goes  and  comes  for  material,  by  the 
male,  who  is  apparently  possessed  of 
a  desire  to  do  nothing  but  sing  at 
such  times  with  all  his  energy.  Both 
birds  incubate  the  eggs;  the  writer 
having  repeatedly  taken  the  male  in 
his  hand  from  the  nest.  Incubation 
lasts  two  weeks. 

The  birds  raise  a  second  brood  in 
the  season  here  if  undisturbed  and 
leave  for  the  South  about  as  soon  as 
their  second  brood  is  able  to  shift  for, 
themselves. 

The  Prothonotary  is  frequently  im- 
posed on  by  the  Cow  Bird,  as  many  as 
four  Cow  bird's  eggs  having  been 
found  by  the  writer  in  one  nest  which 
contained  but  two  of  the  Prothonotary, 
all  partially  incubated.  The  eggs  are 
the  most  beautiful  laid  by  any  of  our 
Warblers,  and  no  series  of  them  can 
give  an  adequate  representation  of  all 
the  varieties  of  size,  shape  and  color- 
ation. They  group  themselves  natur- 
ally into  two  groups,  the  lighter  col- 
ored eggs  and  the  darker  colored 
eggs.  They  are  larger  for  the  size  of 
the  bird,  quite  rounded,  and  have  a 
thick,  heavy  shell  for  a  Warbler.  The 
giound  color  of  some  being  glossy 
white,  and  in  others,  a  rusty  or  pink- 
ish white,  more  or  less  covered  with 
all  manner  of  chestnut,  lilac,  laven- 
der, light  brown,  buff,  rusty  red,  dark 
brown  and  almost  black  spottings, 
marks  and  blotches,  arranged  in  some 
as  a  ring  around  the  larger  end;  in 
some,  evenly  scattered  over  the  egg 
in  very  small  dots;  in  others,  cover- 
ing nearly  the  whole  side  of  an  egg 
with  one  huge  blotch;  and  occasion- 
ally an  albino  egg  is  found,  the  writ- 
er having  recorded  in  the  O.  &  O., 
Volume   14,   page   37,   the  taking  of  a 
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complete  set  of  Albino  Prothonotary 
Warbler  eggs.  And  we  also  have  in 
our  collection,  a  runt  of  this  species 
measuring  .48  x  .40  inches,  which  is 
in  a  set  with  four  other  normal  eggs. 

The  birds  seldom  wonder  far  away 
from  the  nest,  and  many  of  their  eggs 
are  destroyed  by  snakes. 

The  time  of  nesting  of  the  Prothono- 
tary is  largely  determined  by  the 
stage  of  the  water.  Prior  to  1900  the 
Illinois  River  was  in  annual  flood  from 
about  March  until  June,  and  many 
times  have  we  found  the  nest  of  this 
little  bird  submerged  and  drowned 
out  by  a  sudden  and  unexpected  raise 
in  the  river.  Since  January,  1900, 
when  the  water  of  the  Chicago  Sani- 
tary District  was  turned  into  the  Illi- 
nois River,  the  homes  of  the  Protho- 
notary hereabouts  have  been  destroy- 
ed, and  but  few  birds  are  now  nesting 
here,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  perma- 
nent raise  in  the  river  occasioned  by 
the  Sanitary  District  water  has  flood- 
ed substantially  all  the  cavities  used 
by  them  prior  to  that  time,  and  has 
killed  and  destroyed  most  of  the  tim- 
ber in  the  river  bottoms. 

The  plate  herewith  presented  of  a 
Prothonotary  Warbler's  nest  is  from 
a  photo  made  by  W.  E.  Loucks,  and 
shows  the  general  character  of  the 
outside  of  a  nest  of  this  species,  which 
is  just  on  the  point  of  being  sub- 
merged by  a  raise  in  the  river.  Here 
is  a  huge  cottonwood  stump,  two  feet 
in  diameter  which  has  stood  in  the 
bottom  until  water  soaked  and  rotted, 
and  in  which  the  Prothonotary  has 
built  its  nest,  at  a  time  when  the  civ- 
ity  shown  in  the  photo  was  five  or 
six  feet  from  the  ground.  A  few  days 
after  this  picture  was  taken,  this  nest 
was  again  visited  and  the  fatal  work 
of  destruction  observed  in  the  six  cold, 
wet  and  deserted  eggs  lying  at  the 
bottom   of   the  cavity. 


Woodpeckers    of    Ohio. 


Our  most  abundant  species  here,  as 
in  many  other  parts  of  the  East,  is  the 
Red-head.  He  comes  in  the  Spring 
about  April  25th,  and  leaves  about  Oc- 
tober 1st.  Occasionally  he  is  a  winter 
resident.  On  March  12,  1908,  1  was 
trami)ing  over  a  large  tract  of  woods 
through  a  snow  storm,  when  I  heard 
a  familiar  c-r-r-r-ruck,  and  soon  locat- 


ed the  Melanerpes  erythrocephalus. 
There  were  perhaps  a  dozen  individ- 
uals scattered  over  the  tract.  At  first 
all  were  busily  foraging,  unheeding 
the  snow  rapidly  falling  in  large,  wet 
flakes.  Later  on  they  became  quiet, 
and  soon  not  one  could  be  seen  on  the 
wing,  but  careful  ins])ection  found 
them  here  and  there  clinging  to  the 
sheltered  side  of  the  trees.  I  learn- 
ed afterwards  from  the  owner,  that 
they  had  si)ent  the  winter  there,  and 
u]ion  consulting  my  authorities,  learn- 
ed, that,  although  not  a  common  ov. 
currence.  it  was  not  altogether  un- 
tisual.  Beech  trees  were  quite  numer- 
ous in  the  woods,  and  the  croj)  of 
beechnuts  had  been  good,  which  seem;-, 
to  go  to  verify  the  conclusion  that  the 
Red-head's  winter  residence  depends 
ui)on  the  supi)ly  of  "mast." 

He  still  seems  to  ])refer  to  place  his 
nest  in  a  decayed  beech  trunk  or  sim- 
ilar situation,  although  I  have  seen 
many  nests  in  tele])hone  i)oles,  often 
at  cross  roads,  where  dozens  of  vehi- 
cles passed  by  every  day. 

The  Downy  is  very  common,  and 
the  Flicker  may  be  said  to  be  abund- 
ant. I  don't  know  that  I  have  observ- 
ed anything  about  either  of  these  not 
already  known  to  most  bird  students. 
The  Hairy  is  not  rare,  but  few  trips 
will  find  more  than  one  or  two  indi- 
viduals, and  often  none  at  all.  From 
my  own  observations.  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  in  this  locality  he  is  be- 
coming scarcer,  although  I  have  never 
comi)ared  notes  with  anyone  on  the 
sub.ject. 

The  Red-bellied  woodpecker  is 
found  occasionally,  more  often  in  win- 
ter.    I  do  not  know  of  its  breeding. 

Have  one  record  of  the  Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsucker.  April  7,  1908,  several 
of  them  were  flying  about  town,  and 
saw  some  in  the  woods  next  day. 
Prof.  Kreglow  of  the  Ohio  Northern 
University,  located  here,  says  he  has 
seen  them  here  several  siuings. 

HOWARD  W.  McMlLLEN, 
Ada,  Ohio. 


'Bird  Island." 


For  more  than  thirty  years  I  have 
heard  of  "Bird  Island"  and  I  have 
heard  of  the  birds  nesting  there,  and 
the  hundreds  and  thousands  of  eggs 
that  were   gathered    from   that    island 
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to  be  eaten  by  people.  I  had  heard  of 
boat  loads  and  wagon  loads  of  eggs 
gathered  at  a  time.  Recently,  on  the 
14th  and  loth  of  last  month,  (June, 
1909)  it  was  my  )2rivilege  to  visit  for 
the  first  time  that 'island.  Four  others 
were  with  me. 

If  I  were  to  live  a  thousand  years, 
I  would  never  forget  my  visit.  The  is- 
land is  much  smaller  than  I  expected 
to  find  it,  being  only  about  350  by  150 
yards  at  the  longest  and  widest  points. 
As  we  approached  the  island  in  our 
little  gasoline  boat  we  were  met  some 
hundred  yards  away  by  thousands  and 
thousands  of  birds  seriously  protest- 
ing against  our  landing.  It  would,  of 
course,  be  pure  guess  work  to  attempt 
to  estimate  the  number  of  young 
birds  we  saw.  I  counted  and  thor- 
oughly identified  the  following  varie- 
ties nesting  on  the  island:  Brown 
Pelican,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Louisiana 
Heron,  Blackcrowned  Night  Heron, 
Reddish  Egret,  Caspian,  Royal,  Gull- 
billed  and  Sooty  Terns,  Black  Skin- 
ner, Laughing  Gull,  Doves  and  Great- 
tailed  Grackle.  I  may  possibly  have 
omitted  a  few,  as  I  am  naming  them 
from  memory.  The  Laughing  Gulls 
outnumber  all  the  others.  Many 
thousands  of  these  had  already  hatch- 
ed and  there  were  many  thousands 
of  nests  with  two  and  three  eggs, 
never  over  three,  all  of  them  advanced 
in  incubation.  The  Terns  seemed  to 
be  nesting  a  second  time,  as  there 
were  many  young  on  the  island.  Many 
of  the  Pelicans  were  just  hatching, 
and  many  were  about  grown  or  nearly 
so.  I  could  secure  but  very  few  fresh 
eggs,  or  even  fresh  enough  to  be 
blown.  I  am  sure  that  I  could  have 
easily  gathered  a  wagon  load  of 
Lau.ghing  Gull  eggs.  I  am  sure,  fur- 
thermore, that  it  requires  now  from 
one  thousand  to  five  thousand  pounds 
of  fish  a  day  to  feed  the  birds  that  are 
already  hatched  and  on  the  island. 
How  deeply  I  regretted  not  having  a 
kodak.  It  was  the  finest  opportunity 
for  taking  bird  pictures  I  have  ever 
seen. 

I  secured  eggs  of  all  the  varieties 
mentioned  above  except  one,  and  on 
this  trip  but  not  on  this  island,  1  se- 
cured some  beautiful  sets  of  Carri- 
iDean  -Clapper  Rail  and  Texas  Seaside 
Sparrow  and  a  number  of  Wilson's 
Plover.  I  found  the  old  nests  of  West- 
ern Willett  and  other  varieties.    I  was 


not  out  on  a  collecting  expedition,  but 
a  resting  expedition;  did  not  expect 
to  get  any  eggs  on  the  trip.  The  Terns 
and  Laughing  Gulls  have  their  nests, 
though  in  separate  colonies,  within 
six  or  eight  inches  of  one  another.  I 
found  it  impossible  to  walk  on  the  is- 
land without  stepping  in  nests.  Only 
8  few  Sooty  Terns  were  there.  The 
Rooty  Terns  arc  remarkably  gentle. 
I  picked  one  of  them  up  from  the  n^st, 
had  the  bird  mounted  and  saved  the 
set  of  only  one  egg. 

Eggs  in  nests  as  follows:  Pelicans, 
3,  occasionally  4;  Great  Blue  Herons, 
Black  Crowned  and  Louisianas,  3 
each;  Egrets  3;  Laughing  Gull,  near- 
ly always  3,  never  over;  Caspian 
Terns,  2  always;  Royal  only  1,  except 
in  two  cases,  then  2;  Sooty  Tern, 
never  but  1. 

There  are  many  more  things  which 
I   could    say   about   this   trip,   but   the 
article  is  probably  already  too  long. 
J.   M.   CARROLL, 

San    Marcos,   Texas. 

Ed. — The  "Bird  Island,"  above  re- 
ferred to,  lies  off  the  Texas  Gulf  coast 
somewhere — but  where? 

What  Number  of  Eggs  Constitute  a  Set 
of    Melospiza    Georgiana? 


In  the  December  number  of  THE 
OOLOGIST,  Mr.Semmes  in  his  excel- 
lent paper  on  the  Swamp  Sparrow, 
comments  upon  the  number  of  eggs 
constituting  a  set  of  this  little  bird. 
He  gives  five  as  the  usual  number  of 
eggs  in  a  set  in  Virginia,  which  is  at 
variance  with  the  observations  of 
many  ornithologists  and  oologists. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting 
to  learn  that  the  Swamp  Sparrow 
lays  larger  sized  sets  in  Virginia  than 
it  does  here  in  Southeastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, though  the  Old  Dominion  State 
is  not  far  South  of  us.  This  is  con- 
trary to  the  generally  accepted  theory 
that  Northern  birds  lay  larger  sets 
than  their  Southern  cogeners. 

In  an  oological  experience  of  more 
than  eleven  years  of  consecutive  field 
observations,  I  have  found  and  ex- 
amined a  great  many  nests  of  the 
Swamp  Sparrow  in  the  vicinity  of 
Philadelphia,  where  it  is  an  exceeding- 
ly common  summer  resident  in  re- 
stricted localities.  A  consultation  of 
my  field  notes  reveals  that  I  have  col- 
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Virginia    Rail's    Nest    in     Marshall    Co.,    III.        Plioto    by    W.    E.    Loucks. 
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lected  forty-nine  sets  of  three  eggs, 
seventy-eight  sets  of  four,  and  only 
seventeen  sets  of  five.  But  unfortun- 
ately for  comparison,  my  reisords  of 
nests  with  young  and  of  sets  not 
taken  are  not  available,  as  they  are 
scattered  promiscuously  through  the 
pages  of  my  notes,  and  to  search  them 
out  would  require  more  time  than  I 
have  to  spare.  Suffice  to  say,  they 
bear  out  the  above  ratio,  except  that 
very  few  nests  contained  under  four 
young,  and  from  this  fact  I  infer  that 
at  least  one-half  of  the  sets  of  three 
eggs  I  have  collected  have  been  in- 
complete clutches,  inasmuch  as  they 
were  mostly  fresh. 

A  study  of  the  foregoing  shows  that 
one  clutch  in  every  eight  consisted  of 
five  eggs,  a  low  proportion  which  is 
borne  out  also  in  the  number  of 
young  and  eggs  not  taken  in  nests 
that  have  come  under  my  observation. 

Here  is  Southeastern  Pennsylvania 
(if  not  elsewhere)  four  eggs  is  the 
average  of  a  set,  five  of  common 
enough  occurrence,  as  not  to  be  re- 
garded as  rare,  and  three  occurring 
still    more    fr-^quently. 

I  have  never  found  over  five  eggs 
in  a  nest  except  once,  when  a  nest 
containing  six  eggs  was  examined. 
These  were  laid  by  two  females,  four 
by  one  and  two  by  another,  as  a  blind 
person  could  have  ascertained  by 
touch — they  differed  that  much  in 
shape  and  size. 

Let  us  hear  from  others  concerning 
ti^e  number  of  eggs  constituting  a  set 
of    the    Swamp    Sparrow,    whether    it 
is  usually  four  or  five  eggs. 
R.  F.  MILLER 

July   1,  1909. 


The   King    Rail. 


July  4th,  Ye  Editor  took  a  ramble 
through  one  of  the  swamps  near  La- 
con,  Illinois,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  found  the  nest  of  fhis  species  sit- 
uated in  a  tuft  of  grass  growing  in 
the  midst  of  an  extremely  soft  marsn, 
the  surface  of  which  was  level,  and  ex- 
cept for  the  tufts  of  grass  sticking  up 
here  and  there,  almost  without  vege- 
tation. In  one  of  these  tufts  of  grass, 
Mrs.  Rail  had  built  a  nest  composed 
wholly  of  dry  grass  stems,  in  which 
she  had  deposited  eight  eggs.  Wad- 
ing through  mud  that  was  more  than 


knee  deep,  she  permitted  us  to  get 
within  a  couple  of  feet  of  the  nest 
before  flushing,  and  then  flew  not  over 
five  or  six  feet,  and  lit  and  set  up  the 
mose  doleful  protest  imaginable,  cack- 
ling and  squealing  and  squacking  at  a 
tremendous  rate,  spreading  herself  out 
on  the  mud  and  thrashing  around  as 
though  she  had  suffered  an  injury  of 
some  kind.  We  stood  perfectly  still 
and  much  to  our  surprise  she  return- 
ed and  walked  up  towards  the  nest,  all 
the  time  keeping  up  the  noisy  protes- 
tation, and  tilting  herself  until  her 
tail  was  nearly  verticle,  and  her 
breast  against  the  mud,  and  her  wings 
outstretched,  she  advanced  until  she 
was  within  arm's  length  of  Ye  Editor. 
She  would  then  back  off;  and  she  re- 
peated this  very  unusual  demonstra- 
tion   several   different   times. 

Finally  tiring  of  the  uncomfortable 
situation  in  the  mud,  we  started  to 
plough  on.  We  passed  the  nest,  which 
alarmed  her  further,  and  she  then  took 
to  the  bushes  some  twenty  yards  away. 

The  eggs  were  eight  in  number,  and 
evidently  much  incubated.  We  left 
the  nest  and  eggs  undisturbed. 

It  was  our  purpose  to  write  an  arti- 
cle relative  to  this  species  for  this  is- 
sue, but  upon  an  examination  of  the 
books  in  our  library,  we  were  sur- 
prised at  the  paucity  of  information 
relative  to  the  habits  of  the  King 
Rail.  The  bird  is  a  fairly  common 
breeder  in  this  locality,  and  yet, 
should  a  person  desire  to  advise  him- 
self carefully  and  fully  regarding  the 
habits  of  this  bird,  we  would  not  know 
where  to  direct  him.  Nearly  all  the 
books  will  tell  of  its  range,  and  some 
few  give  very  slight  reference  to  its 
habits;  many  will  tell  of  its  nest  be- 
ing located  in  a  swamp,  and  yet,  af- 
ter a  long  research,  the  searcher  will 
be  astonished  to  see  how  little  he  has 
learned  regarding  the  real,  everyday 
life  of  this  common  bird. 

Such  truly  is  the  misfortune  of 
American  Ornithology  relative  to  many 
species — our  most  common,  everyday 
birds  are  overlooked  in  the  strenuous 
hunt  for  rarities. 

We  present  herewith  a  photo  of  a 
nest  of  this  species  taken  in  this  coun- 
ty by  W.  E.  Loucks,  formerly  of  Pe- 
oria, Illinois.  The  nest  photograph- 
ed, was  within  one  hundred  feet  of 
an    occupied    dwelling    house    in    the 
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midst  of  a  small  reedy  swamp  on  the 
edge  of  the  Illinois  River  bottom. 


Cow   Birds. 


I  wonder  if  all  iiarts  of  the  country 
are  as  badly  infested  with  Cow  birds 
as  Central  Wisconsin?  They  are  cer- 
tainly a  pest  here,  and  I  think  a  boun- 
ty on  them  would  not  be  a  bad  idea. 

From  observations  I  have  made  this 
season,  although  somewhat  limited,  I 
feel  safp  in  saying  that  fully  one- 
fourth,  if  not  more  of  the  eggs  of  our 
smaller  song  birds,  are  destroyed  by 
this  bird.  Have  seen  '  several  nests 
where  the  bird  would  be  sitting  on 
nothing  but  eggs  of  the  Cow^-bird. 
C.   W.    PELTOX. 

^larshfield.  Wis. 

During  a  recent  collecting  trip  in 
Canada  we  found  at  least  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  smaller  birds  nests  which 
we  examined,  contained  Cow-birds' 
eggs,  ranging  in  number  from  one  to 
four,  and  sometimes,  found  these  nests 
containing  nothing  but  Cow-birds' 
eggs. — Ed. 

The   American    Bittern. 


Dr.  W  .A.  Hart  of  Lapeer,  Michigan, 
desires  information  as  to  whether  the 
American  Bittern  lays  a  second  set  of 
»'ggs  in  case  its  nesting  it  disturbed 
or  its  first  set  taken.  Concerning  this, 
we  have  no  personal  knowledge.  Can 
any  of  our  readers  enlighten  the  Doc- 
tor on  this  subject? 


Lucky. 

A.  M.  Ingersoll  of  San  Diego,  Cali- 
fornia, rei)orts  taking  a  set  of  the  ex- 
ceedingly rare  California  Black  Rail. 
This  is  indeed  a  rare  find  and  Mr.  In- 
gersoll is  to  be  congratulated  on  his 
good  luck. 


What  do  you  think  of  the  size  of 
the  Oologist  this  month? 

If  you  don't  think  we  are  growing, 
look  at  our  exchange  column  this 
month. 

You  can  help  the  good  work  along, 
each  one  of  you,  by  sending  us  just 
one — or   more — new   subscriber. 


Fraud. 

It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  expose 
any  improper,  unscientific  or  fraudu- 
lent practices,  on  the  part  of  any  one, 
relating  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of 
specimens;  of  failure  of  anyone  to 
square  accounts  in  such  matters. 
These  things  should  be  conducted 
along  honorable  lines 

R.    M.    BARNES 


What  do  you  think  of  the  character 
of  the  cuts  we  have  been  serving  up 
so  far? 

There  has  not  been  a  month  since 
we  took  over  The  Oologist  that  we 
have  not  refused  some  undesii-able  ad- 
vertising. 

Remember  that  it  is  our  inirpose  to 
publish  in  the  future,  if  the  support 
of  this  publication  justifies  it,  a  series 
of  color  plates  different  from  any- 
thing ever  before  t)ublished  at  any 
time.     Can  you  guess  what  they  are? 

We  will  not  advei'tise  for  those  who 
are  not  on  the  square — several  have 
tried  us  and  found  this  out. 

The  collecting  season  is  now  about 
over  for  1909.  Get  busy  and  arrange 
your  dui)licatos  for  exchange — Adver- 
tise youi-  wants  as  well  as  your  sur- 
plus in  The  Oologist.  More  than  like- 
ly some  one  of  the  thousand  readers 
of  The  Oologist  wants  just  what  you 
have,  or  can  supi)ly  you  with  just  what 
you  ai'e  shoi't  of. 

The  editor  of  the  Oologist  has  been 
an  active  collector  for  over  twenty 
years.  During  this  time  he  has  ex- 
changed s|)ecimens  with  many  other 
oologists  throughout  this  country  and 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  fact 
that  they  are  as  a  class  and  with  but 
rare  PXcei)tions  straight  forward,  hon- 
orable i)ersons.  Fraud  has  seldom 
come  under  oui-  notice,  and  a  I'ailiire 
to  balance  accounts  but  twice  in  all 
that  time.  Those  who  have  i)racticed 
fraud  or  failed  to  square  up  have  been 
short  lived  indeed.  The  rejiutable  col- 
lectors were  not  long  in  finding  them 
out  nor  slow  in  giving  them  a  whle 
berth. 
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A    PLAIN    TALK! 


TO    ADVERTISERS! 


Did    you    know    that    THE  OOLOGIST  reaches  a  thousand  bird 
students  every  month  ? 


Did  you  know  that  it  goes  into  every  state  and  territory  in  the 
United  States,  every  province  in  Canada,  and  nearly  every  country  in 
Europe,  besides  many  other  foreign  countries  ? 


Did  you  know  that  its  circulation  is  to-day  greater  than  that  of  all 
other  Bird  Publications  in  America  combined,  excluding  "Bird  Lore" 
and  that  this  can  be  proved  by  the  subscription  books  ? 


Did    you    know    that    sellers    of    Bird    Books,     manufacturers    of 
photographic    materials    and    cameras,    retailers    of    taxidermical    and 
Oological  Instruments,  and  dealers  in  all  Natural  History  specimens 
mounted   birds,    skins,    eggs,    nests,   etc.   should  take  notice  of  these 
facts  ? 


THE    OOLOGIST, 

Lacon,  III 
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A   Complete  Manual  of  Calif ornia'Birdj 


BIRDS  OF  CALIFORNIA 


By  Irene  Grosvenor  Wheelock 

An  introduction  to  more  than 
three  hundred  common  birds  of  the 
state  and  adjacent  islands,  with  a 
supplementary  list  of  rare  migrants, 
accidental  visitants  and  hypothetical 
sub-species. 

With  ten  full  page  plates  and 
seventy-eight  drawings  in  the 
text  by  Bruce  Horsfall. 

To  the  resident  or  visitor,  this 
work  which  described  al!  th«  birds 
of  California  and  its  borders,  will 
be  of  equal  value.  The  work  is 
arranged  for  easy  identification  of 
species  and  contains  maps  showing 
the  zones  of  their  distribution.  The 
observations  of  the  author  are 
backed  by  citations  from  the  lead- 
ing authorities  and  the  book  is  there- 
fore a  most  reliable  guide  to  the 
ornithology  of  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Handy  size  for  field  use,  flexible 
Morocco,  $2.50  net. 

"By  the  same  author 

NESTLINGS    OF   FOREST  AND 
MARSH 

With  12  full  page  photogravures, 
and  60  text  illustrations,  jgi.oo. 

Of  all  Booksellers,  or  of 

A.  C.McCLURG&CO., 
Publishers, 

CHICAGO 


Prices   for   Back  Numbers    jf   the 
YOUNG    OOLOjiST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 
Will,  during    1908,    remain  as   below: 
After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable    at    any    price.      Should    you 
desire   back   numbers   to   complete   vour 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.   You 
can    never   obtain    them    for   less   money 
and    possibly    not   at    any    price,   as   our 
stock   ranges   from   only    1    to   25   copie.-J 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for   1909  Are    as  FoIIovm: 

Nos.  1,14.  IM,  31,  34-35,  42,  53,  Sti,  89,  111,130  ,  132 
137. 139.  140,  153,  158,  are  50  cents  each; 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78,  79.  88,  90,  100 
113,   138,   146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144.  149.  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22,  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50.  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 
i^f^All  other  numbers  5c.  per  copy. 
For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
145.  This  offer  Includes  your  subscription 
through  1908. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,   Nos.   1   to   12 %   .90 

Vol.   II,   1885,  Nos.    13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.    IV,    1SS7,   Nos.    21    to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.   39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,  1890,  Nos.   51    to  62 75 

Vol.   VIII,   1891,  Nos.   63   to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75   to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,   1894,   Nos.    99   to   110 50 

Vol.   XII,    1895.   Nos.    Ill    to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,   1896,  Nos.   123  to   127 50 

Vol   XIV,    1897,   Nos.    128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.    XV.    1898.   Nos.    140    to    149 60 

Vol.   XVI,   1899,  Nos.   150   to   161..  .75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171.  .  .50 

Vol.   XVIII,   1901,   Nos.    172   to   183.        .50 

Vol.  XIX,   1902,  Nos.   184   to   195 50 

Vol.   XX,   1903,  Nos.   196  to   197 10 

Vol.    XXI,    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905.  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vol.  XXIII,  ]9(»fi,  222  to  233 50 

Vol.  XXIV.  191)7.  2.34.  to  245 55 

Vol,  X.W.  1908,  24(i  to  257- .50 

For  $5.25  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
Inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
2.x;.,  50c.  and  75c.  copies. 

For  12.50  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209.  Inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over 

—   BOU.ND  VOLUMES  — 
Can   he   furnished,   strongly  bound  In  cloth  nnd 
hoards,    as    follows: 
Vol.   I   and   II    YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one   volume $1.00 

Vol.  I.X.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92,  298  paRcs 
of  valuable  and  Instructive  Oologlcal 
and    Ornithological    matter    with    man.v 

full    page    illustrations $1.00 

Or,  If  .voii  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mall  for  only 
11.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
efTgs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  Information  they  contain, 
Is  worth  many  times  the  price. 
Address     plainly, 

THK  ()( )!,()( ;i.><T, 

Lacon.  III. 
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SUBSCRIBERS 


A  neu'  management  is  at  the  helm.     New  methods  are 
to  be  employed  in  making  The  Oologist. 

1.  More  and  better  cuts  will  appear. 

2.  A  series  of  colored  plates  different  from  anything  ever 
published  are  in  contemplation.. 

3.  The  exchange  columns  will  be  brought  up  to  standard  if 
you  will  only  send  in  your  notices. 

4.  The  subscription  list  must  be  increased.  Cannot  each 
one  of  you  send  in  at  least  one  new  subscriber  ? 

5.  The  premium  policy  aside  from  ^the  free  exchange 
notice  will  be  eliminated,  the  magazine  will  be  worth  the 
price. 

THE  OOLOGIST 

LACON,  ILLINOIS 


The  OoLOGiST. 

BIRDS-NESTS-EGGS 


Published  Monthly,  by  R.  M.  BARNES,  Lacon,  Illinois. 


Vol.  XXVI.    No.  8.     ALBION,  N.  Y.,  AUGUST  15,  1909.      Whole  No.  265 

BRIER    SPECIAI^    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wanted,  P^xchange,  For  Sale,  Etc.,   inserted  in  this  department  at  25  cents  for  each  25 
words  for  one  issue ;  each  additional  word  1  cent.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents. 


I 


TAKE     NOTICE. 

Subscription,  50  cents  per  year. 
Examine  the  number  on  the  wrapper  of 
your  Oologist.      It  denotes  the  time  your 
subscription  expires.     Keraember  we  must 
be  notified  if  you  wish  it  discontinued  and 
all  arrearages  must  be  paid.     2U5  your  sub- 
scription expires  with  this  issue.     269  your 
subscription  expires  with  December   issue 
1909. 
Address  all  communications  to 
THE  OOLOGIST, 

Lacon,  Illinois. 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  December 
21, 1903.  at  the  post  office,  at  Albion,  N.  Y.. 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1879. 

SUBSCRir.EKS:— In  answering  advertise- 
ments in  the.se  c(jlumns  mention  "The  Oolo- 
gist," and  thereby  help  us,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vertiser and  yourself. 

BIRDS 

WANTED.— First  class  skins  of  IjOheniian 
Waxwing;  Evening  Grosbeak;  Pine  (irosbeak; 
American  and  White-winged  Cro  sbill;  any 
Leucosticte;  IMchardson  Owl;  and  certain 
other  boreal  land  and  water  species.  Offer 
in  exchange  representative  Lower  Kio 
(irande  species.  No  eggs  are  offered  and 
none  are  desired.  AUSTIN  PAUL  SMITH, 
Box  141.  lirownsville,  Texas. 

WANTED.— Perfect  skins  of  Tuawy  Heron, 
Long-billed  Curlew,  Avocet,  L.  \i.  Plover, 
15artemian  Sandpiper,  (iolden  Plover,  Red- 
tailed  Hawk  and  others.  Offer  good  ex- 
change. Send  list  and  receive  mine.  1*].  R. 
ADAMS,  Taxidermist.  Box  190,  Canton, 
.Niass. 

WANTED-First  class  labeled  skins  of  N. 

A.   small    land  birds,  for  Al  skins  ol  birds 

from  N,   ]•;.   Illinois  and  California-      I  can 

also  use  C.  iV  S.  Am.  birds  inexcimge.— 

II.  k'.COALE, 

I'K  Washington  street,  (Chicago. 

FOR  S.VLE  or  Exchange  for  Bird  Skins. 
Books  by  C.  \i.  Cory:  Birds  of  llayti  :ind  San 
Domingo;  Birds  of  Bahamas;  Birds  of  East- 
ern N.  A.,  also  O.  it  O.  Vol.  viii.  F.  B.  Mc- 
KECHNIE,  Ponkapog,  Mass. 


P^XCHANGE.— I  am  needing  two  fine  pairs 
of  fresh  skins  of  No.  265  for  mounting.  Can 
give  in  exchange  such  sets  as  207,  293a.  295. 
301,  370a,  459,  ()54a,  (i39.  730,  749,  etc.  THOMAS 
H.  .JACKSON,  304  N,  Franklin  street.  West 
Chester,  Penna. 

WANTED.— Skins  of  birds  not  common  in 
this  locality  to  mount  on  halves.  Write 
first.  ARTHUR  IIINKLE,  Newark,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y. 

WANTED.— A  good  pair  of  Barn  Owl  skins 
for  mounting.  Will  exchange  eggs  or  skins 
for  same.  THOMAS  H.  JACk'SON,  West 
Chester,  Pa. 

WANTED.-Skins  of  Masked  Bob-white, 
Eskimo  Curlew,  San  Pedro,  Partridge. 
Spotted  Owl.  Flamnuilated  Screech  Owl, 
Pribilof  Sand  Piper,  Bristle-thighed  Curlew, 
and  any  other  rare  skins.  J.  F.  FRAZIER, 
Audubon,  Iowa. 

WANTED.-Skins  of  all  the  quails,  par- 
tridges, grouse  and  pheasants  of  Mexico, 
Central  and  South  America,  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa  and  Australia  (all  over  the  world), 
cash  or  exchange.  Write  what  you  have  and 
what  you  want.  J.  F.  FRAZIER,  Audubon, 
Iowa. 

FOR  EXCHANciE— P.ird  skins,  long  list  of 
books.  Want  bird  skins,  mounted  birds  or 
books  (in  birds.  OWIX  (JRKENWOOD,  810 
East  Main  St.,  Manchester,  Iowa. 


EGGS 

K(;(iS  I.N"  I'TNE  Si;i'S-I  can  suT)ply  fol- 
lowing species:  121,  2(i7.  JH.ia.  29 1.  l'9.).  301.  302. 
Mi  31S,  319,  321,  .327,  32S,  :;:.:;.  :i.J4.  .i'lUt,  ,359.  :«iOc. 
,370f/,  37ti,  417,  41!l,  421,  -i-JUh.  459,  475,487.  490.7, 
49(1  ;>".  513a,  51S.  5.13.  534.  ,5.36 ,  ,554,  567/>,  .5X1  j,  586. 
593^,  607,  641,  637,  65kr,  (;,s:!„,  (i97,  702.  708,  706,  TM, 
73.5'',  736a,  738.  749,  754,  763.  Exchange  lists  In- 
vited. TIIOM.VS  II., I .KCKSON,  Westches- 
ter, Pa.,  304  N.  Franklin  St. 

Rare  birds'  skins,  egfgs,  and  nests  from 
Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  Central  and  South 
America  at  low  prices.  Also  Ornithological 
Books  and  Reptiles'  Eggs.  See  I'.ulletiii. 
Specimen  number  for  2  cent  stamp.  World 
^\'i(Ie  Circulation.  .\d  rates  1  cent  a  word. 
THE  BULLETIN,  4  Duke  St.,  Adelphi, 
London,  W.  C.  England. 
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FOR  rare  Oologists  specimens  from  Asia, 
Africa,  Australia,  and  South  America,  see 
"The  Bulletin."  World  wide  circulation- 
Advertisement  rates  50  cts.  per  inch.  Wants 
and  Exchange  column.  1  cent  a  word.  Sam- 
ple copy  3  cent  stamp  only,  "THE  BULLE. 
TIN,"  4  Duke  St.,  Adelphi,  London,  England 

WANTED.— First  class  sets  of  many  com- 
mon species  in  exchange  for  same.  Can  use 
a  few  singles  with  authentic  data.  Have  col- 
lecting gun  and  stamp  collection  to  exchange 
for  eggs  or  skins.  A.  D.  DU  BOIS.  327  So. 
Glenwood  Ave.,  Springfield,  III. 


BOOKS 


WANTED.— First  four  numbers  of  Volume 
one  of  the  Nidiologist.  Will  pay  cash  or  will 
exchange  sets  of  eggs  or  30  different  numbers 
of  the  Nidiologist.  Send  me  your  exchange 
list.    EVAN  DAVIS.  Orange,  Calif. 

TO  EXCHANGE -Sets  with  data,  North 
American  and  Foreign.  Can  use  many  com- 
mon kinds  of  both.  Dr.  T.  W.  RICHARDS 
U.  S.  Navy,  1911  N.  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington 
I).  C. 

WANTED.— A  set  each  of  the  Broad-winged 
and  Sharp-shinned  Hawk.  Can  offer  in 
exchange  fine  western  sets  with  nest.  D.  E. 
BROWN.  90  University  St.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

WANTED— To  exchange  birds,  nests,  and 
eggs  from  this  locality  for  those  not  in  my 
collection.  Sea  birds  specially  wanted.  E. 
P.  WALKER.  Sheridan,  Indiana. 

I  HAVE  a  lot  of  fine  sets  of  Sea  Birds 
Eggs  from  Iceland  and  Lapland,  to  exchange 
for  other  kinds.  Send  your  list  to  WALTER 
RAINE,  Kew  Beach,  Toronto,  Canada. 

FOR  SALE-Fine  sets  of  Sea  Birds  Eggs, 
Aucks.  Loons,  Gulls  and  Plovers  from  Ice- 
land, Lapland  and  Sweden.  WALTER 
RAINE,  Kew  Beach,  Toronto,  Canada. 

WANTED— A  good  second-hand  egg  cabi- 
net.    Send  description  and  price,  together 
with  inside  measurements  of  drawers,  when 
answering  this  ad,    C.  BERT  NICHOLS 
Granville,  N.  Y. 

WANTED.-Eggs  in  sets  with  data  and 
ornithological  books  in  exchange  for  books 
or  eggs.  Will  pay  cash  for  bird  books.  H. 
E.  BISHOP.  Sayre,  Pa. 

WANTED.— To  exchange  sets  of  eggs  with 
any  first  class  collectors.  Desire  nianv  com- 
mon ones  in  series  and  in  nests.  Offer  rare 
species,  also  local  series.  H.  H.  BAILEY 
321  54th  St..  New  Port  News,  Va. 

NESTS  with  and  without  sets  wanted,  also 
reptile  eggs,  common  variety  particularly, 
J.  P.  BALL.  M.  D..  Frankford,  Phila. 

I  have  sets  of  364  and  709  to  exchange.  I 
want  131  and  149.  ROBERT  P.  SHARPLES, 
West  Chester,  Pa. 

Snapping  Turtle  1-25.  1-30,  1-40.  1  cents  per 
egg  prepaid.  Six  well  marked  sets  of  iCed 
shouldered  Hawk  5-3,  1-4,  $3.50  by  express  at 
buyers  expense.  All  first  class  with  data. 
.lAMES  O.  .TOUN.SON.  Southington.  Conn. 


TO  EXCHAN(iK-Setsof(i5,Sand  othersfnr 
same.  J.  CLAIKE  WOOD.  179  17th  Street, 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Subscribe  for  the  Oologist 


FOR  EXCHANGE.-Nicely  bound  vols,  of 
Bird  Lore,  a  partially  complete  file  of 
Oologist  from  No.  1  to  date,  many  vols,  and 
odd  numbers  of  bird  magazines,  also  a  few 
nice  sets  to  exchange.  I  want  especially  No. 
6  Nol.  V  the  Oologist  and  No.  6  Vol.  I  the 
Nidologist.  H.  J.  KOFAHL,  911  Congress 
Avenue,  Austin,  Texas. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.-8  vols. 
"World's  <.ireat  Travelers,"  practically  new; 
1  vol.  Butterflies  of  N.  A.  (Holland).  1  vol. 
Hypnotism  and  Hypnotic  Suggestions,  (3 
authors);  1  vol.  Hynotism  (Moll)  cover 
damaged,  pages  good;  1  vol.  Suggestive 
Therapeutics,  (Bernheim);  Geological  Sur- 
veys, Agricultural  Reports  and  Typewriter 
to  exchange  for  books  on  Moths,  Butterflies. 
Insects,  Oology,  Ornithology,  Mammals, 
Arrow-points,  Pottery  or  any  other  Indian 
Relics.  If  you  mean  biz  write  your  offer. 
L.  B.  HOWSLEY.  Mullan.  Idaho. 

BIRD  MAGAZINES.-I  have  about  5000 
odd  numbers  of  all  the  bird  Magazines  pub- 
lished in  America.  Nearly  complete  files  of 
Osprey,  Nidiologist.  Condors,  Oologist,  O.  P. 
O.,  etc.,  etc.  What  do  you  need  to  complete 
your  files.  W.  LEE  CHAMBERS,  Santa 
Monica,  Cal. 

EXCHANGE  NOTICE.-34  Publications  of 
Cal.  Academy  of  Science,  and  11  Publications 
by  Bryant,  Belding  and  Anthony,  to  ex- 
change for  first-class  Sets  with  data.  Send 
lists,  also  Sets  for  same.  H.  F.  DUPREY. 
919  Morgan  street,  Santa  Rosa.  California. 

GLEANINGS.  No.  5.-The  Purple  INIartin 
and  Houses  for  its  Summer  Home,  1909.— 
Price  $1.00,  or  will  exchange  for  bird  books  of 
equal  value.    J.  WARREN  JACOBS,' 

Waynesburg,  Pa. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE.-We  want  No.  6  of 
Volume  5, 1888  of  The  Oologist  for  which  we 
will  pay  fifty  tents  in  cash.  THE 
OOLOGIST.  Lacon,  Ills. 

WANTED.— Back  numbers  of  The  Auk, 
Nuttal's  Bulletin  and  other  bird  magazines, 
also  on  insects.  Have  numbers  to  exchange, 
(i.  W.  HUMPHREY,  Dedhani,  Mass. 

WANTED.— Henshaw's  Ornithology  of  the 
Hawaiian  Island.  Slate  cash  price  or  ex- 
change for  works  on  other  subjects.  L.  B. 
HOWSLEY.  Mullan.  Idaho. 


BOOKS  and  MAGAZINES 

Especially  pertaining  to  Ornithology  and 
nature  study. 

Oologist  and  Taxidermists  Tools 

\\'rite  me  just  what  you  want.  I  can  save 
you  money. 

BENJAMIN     HOAG, 
Stephentown,  New  York. 

FOR  SALE.— .\uk.  Vol.  (i,  $5.00;  Vols.  Hand 
15. 11.50  each.  Also  Bendire's  Life  Histories. 
\"'.l.  I.  index  stained,  $5.00.  H.  S.  HATH- 
.\WA  Y,  Box  urn.  Providence,  R.  I. 

I  need  the  following  North  .Vmerican  Fauna: 
Numbers  13, 14,  23.  25.  21).  and  all  issues  there- 
after. If  you  have  any  of  these  send  me 
prices  at  once.    K.  M  B.\  KNES,  Lacon,  111. 
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WANTED.—  Following  publications: 
National  Museum  Bulletin  50,  Ridgway; 
Bendire's  Life  Histories;  Condor,  first  three 
volumes,  etc.  offer  CASH  on  desirable  sets 
as  Heerraann's  (iull.  XantusMurrelett.  Blue- 
footed  Booby.  Socorro  Petrel.  Pingree.  I 
OSBl'RN.  Pasadena.  California. 

FOR  SALE  OK  EXCHANGE  -  Orni- 
thological  publicati(ms.  lantern  slides  from 
bird  subjects  from  life,  some  specimens  and 
odds  and  ends,  pair  of  climbing  irons.  Lists 
furnished,  ^\'hat  have  you  got  and  what  do 
you  want.  B.  S.  BOWDISH.  141  Broadway, 
New  York  City. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.  -  National 
Automatic  Telegraphy  Transmitter.  A  com- 
plete home  course  in  telegraphy  $12  cash  or 
exchange  for  good  sets.    A.  E).  r)OER(;E. 

WANTED. -To  exchange  butterflies  with 
collectors  west,  south  and  in  Canada.  J.  R. 
HARNMEKLE.  8.S  Madison  St.,  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pa. 

WANTED. -(iood  photographs  of  nests 
and  eggs  of  Mississippi  Valley  Migrants 
breeding  in  north  i  e..  Warblers.  Sparrows. 
etc.  J.  T.  FEKRV.  Chicago.  111.,  Care  of  Field 
Museum  of  Natural  History. 

FOR  SALE.— Deer  heads  for  mounting 
also  extra  scalps  and  antlers.  Prices  very 
reasonable.  Some  choice  game  bird  and 
mammal  skins  and  mounted  specimens. 

(iEO.  F.  GUELF.  Taxidermist.  Brockport, 
N.  Y. 

FREE.— Lesson  in  Taxidermy  with  every 
$5.00  order  of  Taxidermy  or  over.  Game 
heads,  rugs.  etc..  for  sale  also  36S  5-2.  R.  F. 
MULLEN.  Expert  Taxidermist.  South 
509  N.  24th  St.,  2n(l  Floor,  Omaha,  Nebr. 


FOR  EXCHAN(JE.-A  number  of  genuine 
buffalo  horns,  first  class,  in  pairs  and  singles, 
for  sets  with  data.  W.  C.  PAH  KS,  704  Milll- 
gan  St..  Crawfordsville.  Ind. 

WANTED-Agood  Magic  Lantern.  Offer 
in  txchange,  specimens  or  a  tine  camera.  J. 
O.SNYDER.  Box  775,  Stanford  University, 
California. 


Birds  Eggs 

I  have  for  exchange  for  species 
desired  by  me  to  complete  series 
of  many  very  common  kinds. 

A  very  large  list  of  duplicates. 
Send  me  your  exchange  list. 

R.  M.  BARNES,  Lacon,  III. 

A  SENSIBLE  GIFT. 

A  (ilobe  Map  or  Atlas  is  most  practical. 
Will  afford  profit  and  pleasure  to  the  entire 
family  for  years.  Send  for  catalogue  and 
price  list.  Enclose  this  ad  witli  5  two  cent 
stamps,  and  we  will  send  pocket  map  of 
Manhattan. 

RAND,  McNALLY  &  COMPANY, 
New  York  City. 


BACK  NUMBERS  ===  Special  Notice 

We  want  the  following  back  numbers  of  the  Oologist,  at  once  : 


Vol.  3— No.  4 

Vol.  4— Xos.  1,  3,  4 

Vol.  5 — Xos.  5,  6 

Vol.  6— Xo.  4 

Vol.  7— Xo.  3 

Vol.  8— Xos.  4,  5 

We  can  use  several  copies  of  each.  Will  pay  50  cents  for  No.  6, 
Vol.  5,  and  35  cents  for  Xos.  3,  5,  12,  Vol.  14,  and  25  cents  for  each  of 
the  others,  cas/i. 


Vol.  10— Nos.  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  12— No.  1 

Vol.  14— Xos.  1,  3,  5,  10,  12 

Vol.  15— Nos.  1,  7 

Vol.  16— Xos.  4,  9 


The  Oologist, 


Lacon,  111. 
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The  Condor'' 


A  Magazine  of  Western  Ornithology 
Edited  by  J.  Grinnell. 

Associate  Editors: 

Wm.  L.  Finley,  Robert  B.  Rockwell 

"Oftkial  Organ  of  the  Cooper  Orni- 
thological Club." 

Vol.  XI,  1909 

will  contain  the  usual  interesting 
articles  by  live  active  ornithologists 
and  will  be  illustrated  by  the  high- 
est class  of  half  tones.  You  can- 
not afford  to  miss  a  number. 

Published  bi-monthly  at  Holly- 
wood, California.  Subscription  : 
;^i.50  per  year  net  in  advance. 
Single  copies:  30c  each.  Foreign 
subscription.  $1.75. 

J.  Eugene  Law,  Business  Mgr. 

Hollywood,  California. 

W.  Lee  Chambers,  Asst.  Mgr. 

Santa  Monica,  California. 


McCALL    PATTERNS 

Celcbr.-itfd  for  style,  perfect  fit,  simplicity  and 
reliability  nearly  40  years.  Sold  in  nearly 
every  city  and  town  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  or  by  mail  direct.  More  sold  t):an 
any   other    make.      Send    for    free    catalogue. 

McCALL'S    MAGAZINE 

More  subscribers  than  any  other  fashion 
magazine— million  a  month.  Invaluable.  Lat- 
est styles,  pattiins,  dressmaking,  mill'nery, 
plain  sewing,  fancy  needlework,  hairdressing, 
etiquette,  good  stories,  etc.  Only  50  cents  a 
year  (worth  double),  including  a  free  pattern. 
Subscribe    today,    or    send    for    sample    copy. 

WONDERFUL    INDUCEMENTS 


World's  Greatest  Collectors'  Paper 

Was  First  Paper  in  U.  S.  to  have  P.  Card  Dept. 
Organ  Most  and  Largest  Card  Clubs 

Send  ten  cents  to  ttie  undersigned  and  you  will 
receive  for  three  months  the  oldest,  largest,  and  best 
collectors'  illustrated  monthly  for  all  kinds  of  Hob- 
bies: Natural  Hlstor\'  and  American  Historical  Dis- 
coveries: Coins,  Stamps,  Curios,  Relics,  Photo- 
graphy, Minerals,  Sciences,  Illustrated  Souvenir 
Post  Cards,  Rarities,  and  New  Finds  for  all  Kinds  of 
Collectors.     Over  15,000  ads   past  two  years. 

The  Tliilaielic  IVest  and  Collection  IVorld. 

Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S.A. 
Greatest  of  its   kind  in   the  world.     Fifty  cents  en- 
titles you  to  a  year's  subscription  and  a  free  fifteen- 
word  exchange  notice  in  the  latest  exchange  depart- 
ment extant.     Over  3,600  pages  in  two  years. 

Tin's  Illustrated  100-Page  M'liitlilj 

was  established  in  1895,  and  has  the  largest  circula- 
tion of  any  collectors'  monthly  in  the  world,  and  in 
size  has  no  rival.  More  ads.  in  the  WEST  than  In 
all  ether  American  Collector  monthlies  combined. 
The  best-paying  medium  for  advertisers.  Rates 
small,  results  large.  It  will  pay  to  write  us  about  it. 
OUR  MOTTO:  "The  best  and  lots  of  it."  Invest 
ten  cents  judiciously  by  sending  it  to 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE,  Publisher, 

Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 

Send  five  cents  for  membership  card  to  American 
Camera  Souvenir  Card  Club  Exchange — over  8,500 
members  in  all  parts  of  the  world — or  fifty  cents  for 
one  year's  membership  to  largest  Souvenir  Post  Card 
Philatelic  Society  or  Collectors'  Union. 

West  Souvenir  Post  Cards,  Free.  36 
for  25  cents,  and  6  months'  trial  sub- 
scription.    Many  colors.     Try  them. 

Have   Ifou   All   the    Sub- 
scribers You  Should 
Have  ? 

If  not  write  me  at  once  and  I  will 
suggest  a  way  for  you  to  increase  the 
circulation  of  your  magazine  or  news- 
paper. I  have  made  circulations  jump 
100  to  10,000  monthly.     I  can  help  you. 

W.  CLEMENT  MOORE, 

Circulation  Specialist, 
New  Egypt,  New  Jersey 
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Mas  had  a  net  increase  in  cireulation  of 
over  one  new  subscriber  a  day,  since  the 
present  management  assumed  control. 


to  Atrcnts.      Postal   I 
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Virginia  Rail's  nest  in  Marshall  County,  III— Photo  by  W.  E.  Loucks. 

This  picture  should  have  appeared  on  page  107  of  this  volume  of  the 
Oologist  in  lieu  of  the  plate  there  shown,  which  is  of  a  Pied-billed  Grebe's 
nest. 
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A  CORRECTION. 


The  Pied  Billed  Grebe. 

In  our  July  issue  on  page  107  ap- 
pears a  cut  of  the  nest,  four  eggs  and 
two  young  of  the  Pied-billed  Grebe 
(podilymbus  podicipes),  the  legend  at- 
tached to  which  recites  that  it  is  a 
"Virginia  Rail's  nest  in  Marshall  Co., 
111.  •  Photo  by  W.  E.  Loucks." 

The  error  is  so  apparent  that  it  is 
ludicrous.  It  is  not  blamable  upon 
the  printer.  It  is  solely  the  mistake 
of  ourself  and  occurs  because  of  the 
mixing  of  the  labels  on  the  packages 
in  which  we  keep  our  plates  tied 

This  Pied-billed  Grebe's  nest  was 
situated  in  the  Senachwine  Swanp, 
Putnam  County,  Illinois,  about  a  doz- 
en miles  from  the  present  home  of 
THE  OOLOGIST  and  is  a  very  rare 
and  unusual  picture;  in  fact  we  know 
of  no  other  published  picture  of  the 
young  of  this  species,  and  Mr.  Loucks 
is  to  be  congratulated  upon  his  suc- 
cessful portrayal  of  the  home  of  this 
curious  bird. 

The  Pied-billed  Grebe  is  found  over 
most  of  the  Southern  three-fourths 
of  Northern  America  and  the  North- 
ern three-fourths  of  South  America, 
ranging  from  Northern  Saskatchewan, 
Canada,  South  across  the  United 
States,  Mexico,  Central  America, 
Cuba  and  South  America  into  Brazil, 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  and  it  breeds 
throughout  nearly  its  entire  range. 

The  nest,  a  splendid  portrayal  of 
which  appeared  on  page  107  of  the 
July  OOLOGIST,  is  made  of  mud  and 
decayed  and  decaying  vegetation,  al- 
most invariably  placed  in  water  from 
a  few  inches  to  a  couple  of  feet  deep, 
usually  in  the  niidst  of  growing  veg- 
etation, such  as  flags,  bull  rushes, 
reeds  and  the  like,  to  which  it  is  fas- 
tened, apparently  to  keep  it  from  float- 
ing away. 

When  the  birds  leave  the  nest  they 


usually,  unless  frightened  away,  cov- 
er the  eggs  over  with  this  vegetable 
matter  and  so  cunningly  conceal  them 
that  the  ordinary  observer  would  pass 
the  nest  by  as  a  mere  bunch  floating 
in  the  swamp.  More  than  once  when 
going  through  the  home  of  this  spe- 
cies, even  with  experienced  hunters 
and  trappers,  have  we  pointed  out  the 
black  conical  shaped  mass  sticking 
up  through  the  water  and  asked  our 
companion  what  it  was.  Usually  they 
did  not  know,  and  were  much  aston- 
ished upon  our  seizing  the  cover  of 
vegetation  and  laying"  it  back,  expos- 
ing the  nest  full  of  eggs,  to  view. 

The  young  are  able  to  swim,  and 
dive  too,  almost  immediately  upon 
leaving  the  shell;  in  fact,  I  think  they 
can  do  both  of  these  before  they  are 
thoroughly  dried.  They  ride  upon  the 
back  of  the  old  bird  at  times,  and 
when  she  becomes  alarmed,  they  will 
seize  the  feathers  on  her  back  in 
their  bill  and  when  she  dives,  will 
hold  on  and  come  up  with  her  in  the 
distance.  The  old  birds  are  usually 
shy,  keeping  well  concealed  in  the 
vegetation,  and  seldom  leaves  the  wat- 
er. When  they  do,  they  appear  lud- 
icrously awkward  in  their  endeavor  to 
scramble  over  the  land,  and  cannot 
live  long  away  from  the  water.  Once 
in  a  while  however,  they  are  found 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  wat- 
er. I  have  never  been  able  to  tell 
whether  they  fly  out  there  and  becom- 
ing exhausted,  fall,  or  for  what  rea- 
sons they  go  there,  I  never  knew. 

During  the  month  of  May  of  this 
year  several  of  these  birds  became  en- 
tangled in  the  fishermen's  nets  near 
Lacon  and  were  presented  to  me  alive, 
I  turned  them  into  an  enclosure  where 
I  have  a  considerable  number  of  wild 
fowl  and  plenty  of  water,  and  endeav- 
ored to  keep  them,  but  invariably  they 
died  within  from  a  few  days,  to  a  few 
weeks,   I  presume  for   want   of  their 
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proper  food,  which  is   fish. 

The  number  of  eggs  laid  by  this 
species  varies  from  five  to  eleven,  so 
far  as  our  personal  observation 
goes.  They  are  oblong  in  shape, 
nearly  equally  and  somewhat  sharply 
pointed  at  each  end  and  with  a  heavy 
calcareous  shell  of  a  bluish  tinge,  us- 
ually discolored  to  such  an  extent  by 
the  nest  that  they  are  in  and  the  bony 
deposit  adhering  to  them  as  to  hide 
the  natural  color  of  the  shell  from 
view. 

On  the  smenth  of  June  of  this  year 
I  found  a  nest  of  this  species  in  a 
small  pond-like  lake  nine  miles  South- 
east of  Prince  Albert,  Canada,  contain- 
ing two  fresh  eggs,  and  on  which  the 
bird  lay  dead. 


More    About    the    Pennsylvania 
Goshawks. 

Since  writing  about  the  nesting  of 
the  Goshawk  in  Warren  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, we  have  had  more  adven- 
tures with  the  same  birds. 

As  I  said  in  my  acount  of  their  nest- 
ing, I  had  gone  that  way  again  sever- 
al days  after  securing  eggs  and  found 
that  the  old  birds  had  decorated  the 
nest  with   fresh  sprigs  of  hemlock. 

1  kept  away  until  April  20th  when 
I  paid  a  visit.  Going  up  carefully  to 
the  tree  I  saw  or  heard  nothing  of 
the  old  birds,  so  pounded  the  tree  but 
with  no  results.  In  looking  for  owls' 
nests  earlier  in  the  season  I  had  found 
two  other  large  nests  near  the  Gos- 
hawk's so  I  concluded  to  take  a  look 
at  these.  At  the  most  promising  I 
found  nothing,  but  at  the  other  the 
old  Goshawk  left  at  once  in  response 
to  a  vigorous  pounding  on  the  tree. 
I  had  promised  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Jack- 
son, of  West  Chester,  the  young,  if 
the  hawks  should  nest  again,  so  I  left 
the  vicinity  and  did  not  go  near  until 
May  20th   when   Spencer   and   myself 


made  the  trip.  We  found  both  old 
birds  very  much  agitated,  but  on 
reaching  the  nest  what  was  our  sur- 
prise to  find  only  broken  egg  shells. 
There  must  have  been  two  or  three 
eggs  and  the  set  must  have  been  de- 
stroyed during  a  brief  absence  of  the 
old  hawk.     Possibly  by  a  crow. 

Directly  under  this  nest,  a  Solitary 
Viero  was  building  in  a  low  hemlock. 
The  old  hawks  continued  their  fuss  so 
we  went  over  to  the  other  large  nest 
found  while  hunting  owls.  The  hawks 
became  even  more  noisy,  so  we  de- 
termined to  investigate.  This  nest 
was  very  large  and  was  high  up  in  a 
big  oak.  On  the  upper  side  of  this 
oak  and  about  thirty  feet  away  stood 
a  very  tall  slightly-leaning  maple. 
Up  this  maple  Spencer  went  until  he 
got  above  the  nest  and  could  see  in. 
To  his  surprise  he  saw  two  eggs.  The 
camera  was  sent  up  and  the  nest  and 
the  eggs  photoed.  A  measurement  on 
the  line  showed  that  the  camera  was 
eighty-four  feet  and  four  inches  from 
the  ground  when  the  photo  was  taken. 

July  2d  we  concluded  it  was  time  to 
get  the  little  fellows,  so  we  visited  the 
nest  early  in  the  morning.  We  got 
very  close  without  seeing  a  sign  of 
the  hawks  and  had  just  begun  to  think 
that  something  had  happened,  when 
from  somewhere  the  old  female  ap- 
peared on  the  scene.  She  came 
straight  at  our  heads  and  actually 
came  so  close  that  I  ducked  and  Spen- 
cer struck  at  her  with  his  climbers. 
Then  she  fairly  made  the  woods  ring 
with  her  noisy  cries,  and  the  male  at 
once  appeared  on  the  scene  and  added 
to  the  racket.  We  sat  down  for  about 
ten  minutes  during  which  both  old 
birds  dove  down  at  us  repeatedly  and 
sometimes  alighted  within  thirty  feet 
of  us,  all  the  time  screaming  loudly. 
Both  were  in  fine  feather.  I  hud  ex- 
pected   the    female   would    be    rather 
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i-agged,  but  she  looked  to  be  in  very 
good  shape.  In  a  little  while,  they 
quieted  down  and  withdrew  so  Spen- 
cer started  up  the  maple.  As  he  as- 
cended I  watched  the  old  ones,  and 
when  one  started  for  him  I  called  and 
he  prepared  for  trouble.  Several 
times  the  old  female  came  within  an 
ace  of  hitting  him  and  a  vigorous  use 
of  a  stick  was  necessary  to  fight  her 
off. 

A  photo  of  the  two  young  in  the  nest 
was  secured;  then  by  means  of  a  long 
pole  they  were  poked  out  of  the  nest 
and  as  they  came  down  they  fell  into 
my  clutches.  We  photoed  them  on  the 
ground;  then  took  them  home  and 
shipped  them  to  Mr.  Jackson  at  West 
Chester,  where  they  arrived  safely, 
and  at  last  accounts  were  doing  nice- 
ly. 

The  birds  certainly  showed  great 
perseverance  in  laying  three  sets  in 
one  season  and  refusing  to  leave  the 
vicinity. 

About  the  ground  at  the  nest  tree 
we  found  many  remains  of  victims 
but  could  find  no  signs  of  grouse  or 
rabbits.  The  birds  seemed  to  be  liv- 
ing almost  entirely  on  the  red  or  pine 
squirrel  which  is  numerous.  There 
were  also  a  few  skulls  of  chipmunks, 
but  I  could  find  no  trace  of  game.  On 
our  way  out  we  had  hardly  got- 
ten out  of  sight  of  the  nest  un- 
til we  came  upon  an  old  grouse 
and  her  brood  of  large  young.  So  it 
does  not  appear  that  this  pair  of  Gos- 
hawks at  least,  are  the  destroyers  of 
game  that  they  are  said  to  be. 

In  the  region  inhabited  by  these 
hawks  there  are  a  good  lot  of  grouse. 
In  the  slashings  nearby  are  plenty  of 
rabbits  and  a  goodly  number  of  hares 
(varying  hares)  yet  I  could  not  find 
a  bone  of  any  of  these  about  the  nest. 
R.  B.  SIMPSON, 

Warren,  Pa. 


THE   MALLARD. 


This  duck  (Anas  boschas)  A.  O.  U. 
No.  132,  is,  in  the  mind  of  the  writer, 
the  noblest  of  all  the  duck  tribe.  It 
is  found  substantially  all  over  the 
Northern  half  of  the  Northern  Hemis- 
phere, in  some  places  far  more  plenti- 
ful than  others,  and  in  some  places 
congregating  in  vast  flocks  and  droves 
containing  thousands.  It  is  a  bird 
that  arrives  from  the  South  early  and 
passes  North  with  the  first  of  the 
the  ducks. 

Its  breeding  ground  covers  practi- 
cally the  Northern  half  of  its  entire 
range.  Usually  it  nests  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  grassy  prairie  slough  or  pond;  oc- 
casionally along  a  river  or  on  an  is- 
land. The  nest  is  typical  of  most  of 
the  duck  tribe,  built  on  the  ground  and 
containing  from  eight  to  fourteen 
eggs,  made  of  grass  and  lined  and 
surrounded  with  down  pulled  by  the 
duck  from  her  breast. 

In  the  Northern  part  of  its  range, 
this  duck  is  known  as  the  Stock  Duck, 
from  the  fact  that  it  is  supposed  to  be 
the  original  stock  from  which  the  do- 
mestic duck  descended,  and  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  now  to  see  Mallards 
of  various  stages  of  blood  mixture  in 
confinement  with  tame  ducks,  all  in  a 
domesticated  or  semi-domesticated 
condition. 

In  many  places  it  is  known  as  the 
Green  Head,  taking  the  name  from  the 
brilliantly  colored  head  of  the  drake. 

As  a  rule  the  Mallard  nests  in  sin- 
gle pairs  scattered  throughout  its 
range,  seldom  if  ever,  so  far  as  we 
have  observed  or  know,  congregating 
in  colonies  as  do  many  other  species 
of  duck.  The  eggs  are  a  dark  green- 
ish-drab and  are  not  uncommon  in  col- 
lections. 

With  this  issue,  we  present  a  plate 
made  from  a  photo  of  a  nest  of  this 
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species  taken  by  William  E.  Loucks 
in  St.  Peters  Marsh  in  Henry  County, 
Illinois,  and  the  picture  shows  a  typi- 
cal nest  and  nesting  site. 

One  of  the  strange  things  about  a 
Mallard  is  the  care  with  which  it 
hides  its  nest.  During  a  recent  trip 
into  Canada  during  which  we  found 
dozens  of  ducks  nests  of  many 
different  species,  but  two  Mallard's 
nests  were  found  by  the  entire  party 
and  none  by  the  writer;  though  the 
birds  were  common  at  all  places  visit- 
ed. 


TRAILING    THE    BARTRAM. 


Several  years  ago  I  was  walking 
through  the  pasture  lands,  when  a 
Quaily  approached  the  roadside,  and 
with  upraised  wings  poised  on  a  fence 
post  and  eyed  me  curiously  Her 
plaintive  alarm  note  was  a  quivering 
whistle,  quite  in  keeping  with  the  way 
she  gently  folded  a  pair  of  long,  point- 
ed wings  against  her  side.  Several 
years  after  I  encountered  this  species 
in  that  vicinity.  They  usually  greet- 
ed me  with  their  weird  notes,  as  I  ven- 
tured from  the  roadside  to  search  for 
their  nests.  This  usually  occurred 
during  the  month  of  June,  and  I 
searched  diligently,  hours  at  a  time, 
in  an  effort  to  locate  the  nests. 

Spotted  Sand  pipers.  Bobolinks, 
Meadow  larks  and  Rails  (all  much 
less  solicitous  than  the  watchful  Bar- 
tram)  were  harboring  their  treasures 
in  the  same  vicinity;  and  I  discover- 
ed many  of  them  while  seeking  the 
nest  of  the  wary  Bartram,  whose  long 
drawnout  whistle,  though  melodious, 
has  an  vmcanny  effect  upon  some  nat- 
uralists. Unless  I  accidentally  dis- 
covered one  of  these  nests,  it  would  be 
much  more  difficult,  to  systematical- 
ly look  for  and  find  the  initial  set, 
than  to  locate  subsequent  clutches. 
The  first  nest  of  any  species  is  usual- 


ly the  hardest  to  find.  That  is  my  ex- 
perience, and  I  have  followed  in  the 
wake  of  the  Curlew,  tracked  the  Wood- 
cock through  the  brush,  and  watched 
many  a  duck,  through  my  field  glasses, 
as  she  voluntarily  left  her  feeding 
grounds,  to  again  resume  the  duties  of 
incubation. 

Prairie  collecting  in  general  is  more 
favorable  during  rainy  or  very  windy 
days.  When  the  verdure  is  wet,  many 
birds  sit  closer  than  at  other  times, 
except  when  approached  opposite  the 
windward  side,  during  a  stiff  breeze. 
The  ability  to  approach  a  nest  while 
walking  against  the  wind,  without 
flushing  the  parent  until  you  are  very 
close  upon  her,  is  due  to  the  atmos- 
pheric conditions  and  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  vegetation,  which  is  more 
apt  to  deaden  the  sound  of  intruding 
footsteps. 

I  was  going  against  the  wind  one 
warm  day,  when  a  Bobolink  fluttered 
from  the  grass  six  feet  ahead.  Part- 
ing the  stems  and  weeds,  I  decided 
to  secure  this  nest  for  a  group,  and 
seated  myself  preparatory  to  remov- 
ing nest  intact,  with  sod  and  all.  Af- 
ter fussing  for  perhaps  fifteen  min- 
utes, I  placed  one  hand  behind  about 
to  arise,  when  my  finger  tips  touched 
something  soft,  and  a  Bartramian 
Sand  piper  wobbled  from  a  tussock, 
within  an  arm's  length.  Naturally  she 
was  a  "crippled  bird"  and  her  actions 
indicated  the  utmost  distress.  Care- 
fully peering  twixt  blade  and  stalk, 
I  distinguished  four  pear  shaped  eggs, 
adeptly  concealed  in  a  natural  depres- 
sion. The  frantic  actions  of  the  par- 
ent had  attracted  the  male  from  an 
adjoining  pasture,  where  he  had 
watched  my  actions  for  three  days 
without  manifesting  the  least  uneasi- 
ness. 

Last  year  I  tramped  back  and  forth 
methodically  over  every  square  foot 
of  this  pasture  without  disturbing  the 
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Bartram,  but  I  had  not  gone  twenty 
yards  the  other  side  of  the  fence  when 
I  was  delighted  by  a  Bartram  who  re- 
mained upon  her  nest,  until  almost 
touched.  This  nest  was  in  a  field  of 
timothy,  and  I  could  not  see  the  nest 
without  stooping  to   part  the   foliage. 

Nineteen  hundred  and  eight  was  a 
cool,  rainy  spring.  The  flooded  creeks 
had  driven  the  rails  to  the  uplands, 
where  they  were  laying.  I  found  an 
unusually  handsome  nest  containing 
only  three  eggs  of  Rallus  Elegans,  but 
each  had  a  blotch  on  it  the  size  of  a 
cherry.  On  my  way  to  gather  this 
set,  ten  days  later,  I  intuitively  chang- 
ed my  course,  and  walked  through  a 
meadow  where  I  had  never  seen  nor 
heard  an  upland  Plover.  Two  hun- 
dred yards  from  my  usual  course,  I 
surprised  a  Quaily  from  four  badly 
soiled  eggs.  There  was  a  faint  peep- 
ing from  one  of  the  eggs,  which  was 
pipped.  I  examined  the  second  which 
appeared  to  be  unusually  light  in 
weight,  ard  I  could  hear  the  contents 
shaking  as  I  tilted  the  shell.  The  con- 
tents of  this  egg  was  removed  in  about 
half  a  minute,  and  I  found  the  other 
two  eggs  in  the  same  condition  I 
thought  this  a  peculiar  incident  to  dis- 
cover a  nest  with  one  egg  hatched  and 
the  other  three  eggs  being  unaddled, 
but   absolutely   infertile. 

This  last  find  gave  me  the  most  val- 
uable key  to  the  situation  I  conclud- 
ed that  the  Barti'ftmian  Sand  i)ii)er 
when  incubating,  was  a  very  close 
setter  The  males,  while  not  in  evi- 
dence, were  usually  gleaning  the  sur- 
face of  a  nearby  pasture  within  call- 
ing distance  of  the  mate.  Originally 
I  had  been  mislead  because  of  the  ex- 
citement displayed  by  both  birds. 
These  manoeuvers  I  found  to  be  very 
deceptive,  because  only  when  the 
young  have  hatched  do  the  i)arents 
Sflly   forth   to   meet   an   intruder,   hov- 


ering   overhead    continually    whistling 
or  "thrilling." 

This  year  I  visited  the  vast  stretch 
ot  ])asture  and  meadow  lands  I  pre- 
viously tramped  periodically  for  six 
years,  and  in  a  space  of  api)roximate- 
ly  two  hundi-ed  acres  I  noted  six 
liairs  of  Bartranis  This  was  in  May, 
and  they  wei-e  unquestionably  about  to 
take  up  their  summer  homes  in  close 
proximity. 

The  following  week  found  me  in  th^ 
same  environment  but  I  noted  only 
one  or  two  individual  "Plovers."  To 
all  appearances  there  was  "nothing 
doing."  No  thrilling,  and  but  occa- 
sionally did  I  hear  the  plaintiff  whis- 
tle. I  had  come  upon  three  clutches, 
and  one  brood  of  young  in  previous 
seasons,  and  while  each  find  was  equi- 
valent to  many  miles  of  tramping,  tne 
instances  were  vivid  in  my  mind,  so 
I  felt  confident  of  another  "royal 
flush." 

It  was  about  3:30  p.  m.,  and  I  cross- 
ed ard  recrcssed  the  pastures  in  so 
many  places,  that  it  seemed  as  if  I  had 
met  myself  several  times.  Plodding 
on  automatically.  I  stopi)ed  two  feet, 
behind  a  Plover  as  she  cackled 
through  the  grass  alternately  limp- 
ing and  flying.  I  found  the  eggs  to 
be  one-half  incubated,  which  plainly . 
indicated  liow  rear  I  must  have  come, 
to  this  same  bird  the  previous  week, 
when  I  tried  to  canvass  the  entire 
field.  Six  days  later  1  adoi)ted  the 
same  tactics,  automatically  beating 
back  and  forth  through  the  same 
fields.  I  startled  a  sitting  Bartram 
within  fifty  leet  of  the  nest,  which  T 
found  the  previous  week,  and  the  last 
clutch  was  at  least  twelve  days  old. 
which  i)roved  conclusively  tliat  I 
must  have  been  within  a  yard  of  this 
bir  1  when  I  found  the  ether  nest  near 
the  cow  i)ath. 

!,    the   adjoining   field   and   adjacent 
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to  a  stciy  creek,  were  a  number  of 
posts.  Often  had  I  detected  a  Plover 
eyeing  me  from  this  elevated  posi- 
tion, but  he  manifested  no  uneasiness 
and  was  not  at  all  demonstrative.  I 
decided  to  examine  this  field,  which 
was  sowed  to  timothy,  but  was  very 
weedy,  containing  a  number  of  Cana- 
dian thistles.  I  had  not  been  in  the 
field  ten  minutes,  when  a  Quaily 
sprang  from  the  grass  almost  at  my 
feet,  and  revealed  the  most  cleverly 
hidden  nest  I  had  discovered,  since 
chancing  upon  one  found  indirectly, 
through  flushing  the  Bobolink.  The 
last  set  was  fresh,  and  the  female 
must  have  been  preparing  her  domi- 
cile at  the  time  I  spied  her  mate  on 
the  fence  post.  These  eggs  rested  not 
only  with  the  small  ends  together, 
but  practically  on  their  points,  in  a 
cavity  five  and  one-half  inches  deep 
and  only  three  inches  in  diameter.  It 
would  have  been  possible  for  a  mow- 
ing machine  to  have  passed  complete- 
ly over  the  nest  and  eggs  without  dis- 
turbing either. 

The  result  of  my  discoveries  this 
year  while  studying  the  nidification  of 
this  large  Sand  piper,  only  tends  to 
bear  out  the  statement  which  is  so 
applicable  to  the  searcher  of  ground 
birds'  nests,  viz.  that  a  restricted  area 
systematically  searched,  invariably 
yields  more  than  a  vast  tract  contain- 
ing an  unlimited  assortment  of 
growths,    both   wild    and    cultivated. 

The  three  sets  of  Bartram  found 
during  by  '09  trailing  were  within  a 
radius  of  one-half  mile.  These  birds 
frequently  ranged  on  the  opposite  side 
of  a  creek.  In  previous  years,  when 
they  bred  in  the  same  pastures,  that 
contained  the  '09  nests,  I  have  notic- 
ed the  parents  api)roaching  me  when 
I  was  fully  a  mile  from  their  offspring. 
GERARD  ALAN  ABBOTT, 

Chicago,  111. 


From  The  Isle  of  Pines. 

The  Red-legged  Thrush  (Mimocichla 
rubripes  rubripes)  better  known  here 
in  Cuba  among  the  Americans  as 
"Robin"  is  slightly  larger  than  Mer- 
ula  migratoria.  Both  in  actions,  voice 
and  in  markings,  it  reminds  one  of 
our  northern  Robin.  The  general  col- 
or above  is  bluegray;  also  the  breast. 
The  rest  of  the  underparts  are  rufous. 
The  throat  is  white  margined  with 
black  and  the  iris  and  legs  bright  red. 
This  is  one  of  our  most  common  birds, 
generally  nesting  in  trees  about 
twelve  feet  from  the  ground,  but 
sometimes  it  nests  in  and  about 
houses,  sheds,  etc.  When  we  were 
building  our  house  a  pair  of  those 
birds  built  their  nest  in  one  of  the 
front  rooms.  As  the  work  progressed 
and  we  become  too  noisy  there,  they 
tore  the  nest  to  pieces  and  moved  the 
same  material  and  built  another  nest 
behind  an  unhung  door  in  the  kitchen, 
but  as  the  door  had  to  be  hung,  the 
nest  was  destroyed. 

This  is  the  first  time  I  have  known 
of  a  bird  moving  and  taking  the  house 
along.  The  nest  is  very  similar  to 
that  of  a  Robin,  but  lacks  the  mud 
lining  (at  least  in  this  section)  being 
composed  of  grass,  strings,  bits  of  pa- 
per, and  rags,  and  in  fact  almost  any- 
thing. It  begins  nesting  in  April  and 
continues  through  May. 

I  also  wish  to  add  several  birds  to 
my  list  of  birds  seen  here;  making  a 
total  of  72  species  identified  to  date. 

American  Egret;    one. 

Woodpecker  (Ciphiopicus  percus- 
sus) ;   common. 

Giant  Flycatcher  (Tyrannus  cuben- 
sis) ;    several. 

Whip-poor-will  ? ;   two. 

Palm  Swift  (Tachorius  phoenisco- 
bia) ;  only  seen  just  before  or  just 
after  a  rain  and  then  only  one  to 
three  at  a  time. 
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The    birds    I    mistook    for    Chimney 
Swifts  (Chactora  pelagica)  were  prob- 
ably Chpselaides  miger,  but  of  course 
can't  tell  as  no  specimens  were  taken. 
A.  C.  READ. 


The    Osprey    in    Old    Virginia. 

As  the  Osprey,  or  Fish  Hawk,  as  it 
is  called  by  some  people,  breeds  on 
the  West  coast  as  well  as  the  East, 
I  thought  a  word  from  this  section 
might  be  of  interest  to  some  of  THE 
OOLOGIST'S    readers. 

Every  now  and  then  I  receive  a  let- 
ter asking  for  sets  of  this  bird,  gener- 
ally stating  "that  as  they  are  so  easy 
to  get  on  the  East  coast,"  I  must  have 
a  large  supply  on  hand.  Quite  the 
contrary. 

The  days  of  the  Osprey  colonies  on 
the  beaches  have  gone,  with  those  of 
the  Royal  and  Least  Terns,  Black 
Skimmers  and  Oyster-catchers.  Now 
days  one  must  be  a  good  climber  to 
reach    them. 

The  nest  shown  in  the  photo  I  send 
you  was  in  a  dead  pine  on  an  island, 
between  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
and  fifty  feet  above  ground.  The  thick 
of  the  tree  bark  has  decayed  and  drop- 
ped off  in  places.  All  the  way  up,  it  is 
hang  on  for  dear  life,  as  trusting  the 
climbers  in  this  sort  of  a  foot  hold 
would  be  sheer  suicide. 

Years  ago  when  first  visiting  this 
Island,  there  must  have  been  two  hun- 
dred pairs  of  Great  Blue  Heron  and 
Ospreys  breeding  in  the  dead  tree 
tops.  When  last  visiting  there,  there 
were  no  Herons'  nests  and  the  photo 
shows  the  last  of  the  Mohicans.  Thus 
for  the  pot  hunters  and  millinery 
trade — Ospreys  now  seek  the  tallest 
tree  they  can  find. 

H.  H.  BAILEY, 
Newport  News,  Va. 


The   Bittern. 

I  noticed  by  the  July  issue  of  the 
"OOLOGIST"  that  Dr.  W.  A.  Hart  re- 
quests some  information  as  to  the 
American  Bittern  laying  second  sets 
if  the  nesting  site  is  disturbed  or  if 
the  frst  set  of  eggs  is  destroyed  or 
taken. 

I  think  it  may  safely  be  taken  for 
granted  that  this  bird  lays  second 
sets,  provideil,  of  course,  the  females 
has  not  been  sitting  on  the  eggs  for 


ten  days  or  two  weeks.  Should  incu- 
bation be  well  advanced,  it  is  unlikely 
the  bird  will  lay  a  second  time.  I 
will  give  you  a  few  records  of  second 
layings  of  the  American  Bittern  in 
this   locality: 

On  May  29,  1908,  1-5,  2-5,  Amer.  Bit- 
tern were  taken  out  of  a  large  area  of 
bulli-ush  marsh,  the  eggs  being  fresh. 
On  or  about  June  21st  while  looking 
for  warblers  in  the  same  locality,  a 
Bittern  was  flushed  off  her  nest  con- 
taining three  fresh  eggs.  This  was 
no  doubt  a  second  laying  of  one  of  the 
birds  mentioned  above. 

On  May  24,  1909,  while  wading 
through  a  small  area  of  reeds  and 
rushes — this  swamp  was  about  75 
yards  long  by  30  in  width — a  Bittern 
was  flushed  off  her  nest  containing 
4  olive  green  eggs,  which  were  quite 
fresh.  This  bird  always  laid  eggs  en- 
tirely different  from  other  Bitterns  in 
so  far  as  the  shade  of  the  specimens 
are  concerned  and  consequently  was 
much  sought  after.  On  June  12th 
while  walking  through  a  meadow 
where  Meadowlarks  and  Bobolinks 
were  nesting,  I  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised to  flush  this  same  bird  from  a 
nest  containing  4  more  fresh  eggs. 
This  bird  had  departed  from  the  usual 
custom  of  her  tribe  and  built  a  nest 
in  a  dry  field  where  the  grass  was  two 
feet  high.  The  eggs  were  exactly  the 
same  as  the  previous  sets  taken.  The 
site  of  this  nest  w'as  about  one  mile 
from  the  other  locality  where  the 
bird  nested,  but  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est doubt  but  that  it  was  the  same 
bird. 

1  have  noticed  time  and  again  nests 
containing  eggs  of  this  species  which 
had  been  destroyed  by  muskrats  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
bird  lays  again. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  J.  BROWN. 

P.  S. — The  tone  and  new  life  put  in- 
to the  "Oologist"  is  just  what  we 
wanted.  W.J.B. 


Notes  From  Southern  Connecticut 
"Alder  Swamp"  is  a  small  triangu- 
lar piece  of  wet  ground  on  the  lower 
part  of  our  property.  The  growth  is 
mostly  Black  alder  (Alnus  serulata), 
with  a  Swami)  maple  (Acer  rubrum) 
and  a  White  oak  (Quercus  bicolor) 
sM.jtii.U'ri    here    and    there    about    the 
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edges.  The  center  is  entirely  made  up 
of  tussucks  so  that  one  may  walk 
about  without  difficulty. 

At  all  seasons  this  swamp  fairly 
teems  with  bird  life.  White-throated 
sparrows  abound  the  edges  all  winter 
where  numerous  swamp  weeds  still 
hold  their  seeds.  Tree  sparrows  are 
also  often  seen  in  small  flocks  gather- 
ing food,  and  occasionally  hopping 
to  the  top  of  an  alder  to  send  forth 
their  plaintive  "Tulee".  Field  and 
Song  sparrows  are  abundant  the  year 
round.  The  crows  have  become  quite 
tame  this  year,  often  feeding  in  the 
dump  pile  at  one  end  of  the  swamp 
while  I  am  working  near  them.  The 
Chicadees  and  Nuthatches  find  plenty 
of  suet  on  the  sides  of  my  swamp 
blind.  More  than  once  I  have  come 
out  of  the  blind  suddenly;  startling 
an  industrious  Winter  wren  so  that 
for  the  next  two  days  I  have  been  the 
object  of  its  continual  scolding.  Pur- 
ple finches  and  Fox  sparrows  are  com- 
mon in  the  fall  and  early  winter,  feed- 
ing on  weed  seeds  and  refuse  from  the 
dump  pile.  The  two  birds  most  in  evi- 
dence in  the  swamp  are  the  American 
goldfinch  and  the  Junco.  I  have  often 
watched  a  single  pair  of  Goldfinches 
call  down  a  passing  flock  of  thirty  or 
more,  and  then  such  a  noise  as  there 
is  until  all  finally  become  interested 
in  the  abundance  of  seeds. 

There  is  an  old  stump  of  a  dead 
maple  at  one  end  of  the  swamp.  A 
pair  of  Flickers  drilled  their  hole  in 
it  in  1906.  During  the  winters  since, 
I  have  often  watched  Blue  birds  carry- 
ing pieces  of  nesting  material  to  this 
cavity  as  though  to  build  and  raise 
a  mid-winter  brood.  Why  is  it  so 
many  birds  have  these  sudden  inspir- 
ations to  build  in  winter  and  then 
abandon  the  idea  as  suddenly  as  it 
came  to  them?  this  old  stump  has 
had  different  tenants  every  year  since 
the  Flickers  used  it  in  1906.  In  the 
winter  of  that  year  the  cavity  housed 
a  pair  of  White-footed  mice  (Peromys- 
cus  leucopus),  in  the  spring  of  1907  it 
was  used  by  Blue  birds  and  in  the 
spring  of  190S  by  a  pair  of  House 
wrens. 

During  migration  a  great  many  wat- 
er and  shore  birds  use  this  swamp  as 
a  resting  place.  Among  those  of  in- 
terest, which  1  have  noted  are  the  fol- 
lowing:     Canada   Goose    (Branta  can- 


andensis,)  three  startled  from  the 
water  in  March,  1906.  Sora  (Porzana 
Carolina)  a  single  bird  seen  in  Octo- 
ber, 1908.  Wilson  snipe  (Gallinago 
delictata)  several  pass  through  every 
fall.  I  have  never  seen  them  in  the 
spring.  Least  sandpiper  (Actodromas 
minutilla)  flocks  of  many  birds  noted 
in  spring  of  1907  and  1908.  Spotted 
sandpiper  (Actitis  macularia)  many 
seen  every  spring  and  fall.  One  or 
two  pairs  remain  to  breed.  Killdeer 
(Oxyechus  vociferus)  March  12,  1908 
one  pair  noted. 

In  the  spring  I  am  out  constantly, 
guarding  the  bi'eeding  birds  of  the 
swamp  from  "Bands"  of  small  boys 
who  are  out  first  thing  in  the  early 
months  armed  with  sticks  and  all  man- 
ner of  death  weapons.  It  goes  hard 
with  all  living  things  which  cross 
their  path.  However  as  a  result  of 
constant  guarding,  forty  nests  were 
constructed  on  this  small  piece  of 
property  and  thirty-seven  successful 
broods  left  the  swamp  in  the  spring 
of  1908. 

P.   G.   HOWES, 
Stamford,  Conn. 


Death's    Harvest. 

We  are  sorry  to  be  called  upon  to 
chronicle  the  death  of  Charles  K. 
Worthen.  the  well  known  naturalist  of 
Warsaw,  Illinois. 

During  his  lifetime  Mr.  Worthen 
was  probably  the  best  known  dealer 
in  scientific  bird  skins  in  the  United 
States.  Shortly  before  his  death,  he 
wrote  the  Editor  that  he  had  a  stock 
of  some  fifteen  thousand.  His  deal- 
ings were  largely  confined  to  those 
who  were  scientists  and  more  spe- 
cially to  those  connected  with  public 
institutions. 

Mr.  Worthen  left  a  record  and  repu- 
tation for  integrity,  painstaking  ac- 
curacy and  absolutely  fair  dealing 
that  it  would  be  hard  to  equal  and 
which  is  as  it  should  be,  a  priceless 
heritage  to  those  he  leaves  behind. 

Recently  Dr.  Vernon  Gould  of  Roch- 
ester, Indiana,  departed  this  life.  Mr. 
Gould  was  a  well-known  ornithologist 
and  had  a  rank  and  standing  as  a 
scientist  that  was  enviable.    In  his  de- 
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mise  the  study  of  birds  losses  a  valua- 
ble investigator. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Elliott,  an  old  and  valued 
subscriber  died  at  his  home  in  Sand- 
wich, Illinois,  not  long  since,  leaving 
a  large  circle  of  sorrowing  friends. 
Mr.  Elliott  delighted  in  spending  his 
spare  time  in  the  out  door  study  of 
the  birds,  and  the  fund  of  general  in- 
formation he  accumulated  in  this  man- 
ner regarding  their  habits  and  char- 
acter is  seldom  possessed  by  one  in 
his  line  of  work;  and  was  frequently 
made  use  of  by  him  in  an  illustrative 
way  in  his  sermons.  Something  oth- 
ers might  copy  with  profit. 


Crows. 

On  June  20,  1909,  two  Crows  were 
noticed  flying  across  a  field  near  West 
Chester,  Pennsylvania;  one  of  them 
had  something  in  its  claws.  Present- 
ly it  dropped  it,  when  the  other  crow 
swooped  down  and  caught  the  falling 
object  before  it  had  reached  the 
ground.  In  a  short  time  the  second 
crow  dropped  it  also,  and  it  fell  to  the 
ground.  Someone  who  went  to  see 
what  the  crows  had  been  carrying, 
found  a  half-grown  blackbird,  still 
alive.  It  was  taken  home  and  put  in 
a  Robin's  nest  containing  young  birds. 
The  old  Robins  made  no  protest,  but 
offered  it  food,  though  the  blackbird 
would  not  eat. 

Next  morning  it  was  missing  from 
the  nest,  having  likely  died  from  the 
effects  of  its  fall,  and  been  thrown  out 
by  the  foster  parents. 

R.  P.  SHARPLES. 


During  our  recent  trip  to  the  Cen- 
tral part  of  the  Saskatchewan  Pro- 
vince, Canada,  we  noted  the  abund- 
ance of  Crows  in  this  territory.  Up 
to  the  time  of  making  this  trip,  I  had 
been  much  of  a  friend  of  the  crow, 
believing  it  to  have  been  maligned  and 
not  nearly  so  injurious  as  is  generally 
supposed. 

Our  observations  in  Canada  have  en- 
tirely changed  our  views  of  the  Crow. 
We  found  dozens  of  ducks'  nests  of 
nearly  all  species  nesting  there  that 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  crows.  It 
was  an  everyday  sight  to  see  one  or  a 
half  dozen  of  the  black  rescals  walk- 


ing along  the  edge  of  a  slough,  pond 
or  lake,  industriously  peering  into 
every  bunch  of  grass  and  other  likely 
l)laces,  in  search  of  the  clucks'  nests. 
If  the  crows  in  that  territory  could  be 
exterminated,  we  verily  believe  the 
annual  output  of  wild  ducks  would  be 
increased  not  less  than  ten  per 
cent. — Ed. 


MORE      NEWSPAPER      ORNITHOL- 
OGY. 


RICHMOND,  Ind.,  May  8.— (Spe- 
cial.)— Pennsylvania  freight  car  No. 
16656,  though  relieved  of  its  burden 
and  under  company  rules  ready  to  be 
reloaded  and  sent  on  its  endless  jour- 
ney, is  being  held  on  a  sidetrack  iu 
Richmond  awaiting  the  day  that  a 
dainty  Mrs.  Robin  Redbreast  shall 
have  hatched  out  three  skyblue  eggs 
that  lie  at  the  bottom  of  a  nest  on  a 
journal  box  of  the  car. 

The  nest  was  built  and  the  eggs 
laid  in  New  York  City,  the  car  hav- 
ing left  "piers  4  and  5,  Pennsylvania 
yards,  April  28th,"  as  the  tag  on  the 
car's  side  indicates.  The  car  came 
through  to  Richmond  laden  with  goods 
for  a  wholesale  grocery  house,  and  on 
its  arrival.  May  1,  William  Nearnen, 
car  inspector,  discovered  the  nest  with 
Mrs.  Robin  Redbreast  on  guard.  The 
car  was  unloaded  and  with  great  care 
backed  on  to  a  siding. 

The  journey  of  more  than  600  miles 
must  have  been  made  with  the  robin 
on  her  nest  most  of  the  time.  Since 
arriving  here,  however,  she  has  left 
her  nest  at  intervals,  and  the  railway 
boys  say  she  seems  to  understand 
she  is  among  friends. 

When  the  eggs  are  hatched,  if  it  is 
believed  practical,  the  young  birds  and 
their  home  may  be  transferred  to  the 
eaves  of  a  nearby  building.  Rut  the 
chances  are  that  car  No.  16656  will 
be  tied  up  for  a  month  to  come,  wait- 
ing the  day  that  the  youngt^ters  can 
fly. — Chicago    Tribune. 

When  a  great  journal  like  the  Chi- 
cago Tribune  and  the  Chicago  Rec- 
ord-Herald dish  up  the  above  char- 
acter of  stuff,  It  Is  time  to  stop  and 
wonder.  Talk  about  nature  faking! 
it  beats  any  of  the  stories  even  now 
eminating  from  Eastern  Africa. 

Of  course   this   robin   will   stick  to 
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her  nest  on  a  shaking,  jarring  brake 
beam  of  a  freight  car  for  six  hun- 
dred miles  or  fly  along  by  the  side 
of  the  car  as  it  sailed  over  the  track 
on  the  fast  freight,  and  of  course 
these  eggs  would  be  still  in  a  con- 
dition to  hatch  if  such  a  trip  for  them 
were  possible. 

The  publication  of  this  kind  of  stuff 
shows  either  that  the  publishers  are 
ignorant — wholly  so — or  that  they 
care  little  or  nothing  as  to  what  they 
hand  out  to  their  readers;  just  so  it 
fills  space. 

Since  the  foregoing  was  put  in  type 
we  are  more  astonished  than  ever  to 
see  the  long  article  based  on  the  fore- 
going dispatch,  and  apparently  en- 
dorsing the  authenticity  of  the  inform- 
ation regarding  this  Robin,  in  the  Aug- 
ust Shields'  Magazine,  accompanied 
by  a  photograph  purporting  to  show 
the  nest  in  situ. 

That  our  old  friend  George  O. 
Shields  should  be  taken  in  by  this  sort 
of  a  fake  is  beyond  understanding. 


More    Abnormal    Eggs. 

Observing  an  account  of  abnormal 
eggs  in  recent  issues  of  THE  OOLO- 
GIST, reminds  me  that  I  have  found 
a  few  oddities  in  that  line. 

I  once  took  a  set  of  two  eggs  of  the 
Red-tailed  Hawk,  one  of  which  meas- 
ured 2.35  X  1.85,  the  other  2.12  x  1.50. 

Have  an  egg  of  the  American  Gold- 
finch about  one  half  normal  size. 

A  set  of  four  of  the  Red-headed 
Woodpecker,  two  of  which  are  per- 
fect and  normal  specimens,  though 
averaging  a  trifle  small;  the  third  be- 
ing nearly  flat  on  one  side,  and  bulg- 
ing out  on  the  opposite  side.  The 
fourth  egg  is  only  about  two-thirds 
normal  size. 

Have  also  taken  Albino  eggs  of  the 
Blue-bird   and  have  a  pure  white  un- 
marked egg  of  the  Field  Sparrow. 
C.  W.  PELTON, 

Marshfield,   Wis. 

We  have  received  from  F.  W.  Walk- 
er an  egg  of  the  Mockingbird,  taken 
near  Augusta,  Georgia,  that  is  worthy 
of  special  mention. 

It  is  nearly  a  sphere  measuring  .48 
by  .51  inches  as  compared  with  .72  x 
1.02  for  a  norivial  average  egg. 

Contains    almost    exactly    one-fifth 


the  cubic  contents  of  the  normal  egg. 
Is  beautifully  marked  and  is  one  of 
a  set  that  is  said  to  have  been  alike. 
Sorry  I  could  not  have  secured  them 
all. 

Mr.  Walker  says  it  was  found  in  a 
nest  like  a  Chickadee's  in  a  hole  in  a 
tree  near  Davidson's  Crossing,  Geor- 
gia. It  is  hard  to  credit  this;  seems 
to  me  very  improbable. 

ERNEST  H.  SHORT. 

During  our  recent  trip  to  Canada, 
we  observe!  tn;ong  other  things  tie 
fcllowing  unusival  or  abnormal  eggs. 

Common  Term — one  pale  skybluo 
egg,  wholly  unmarked,  in  a  set  with 
two  dark  colored,  heavily  marked 
eggs.  One  set  of  two  nearly  ^ound, 
deep  blue,  almost  unmarked  eggs. 
One  runt  egg  about  the  size  of  a 
White-bellied  Nuthatch  egg,  in  a  set 
with  two  normal  sized  eggs.  One  set 
of  four  normal  size  and  colored  eggs. 

Ring-billed  Gull.— One  set  of  five 
eggs.  Several  sets  of  four  eggs.  One 
deep  blue,  slightly  marked  egg  of  nor- 
mal size  in  a  set  with  two  other 
normal    eggs. — Ed. 


Rare   and    Early. 


I  have  been  able  to  get  out  on  a 
number  of  trips  this  year,  with  some 
pleasing  results.  On  May  12th  I  se- 
cured a  set  of  four  Bartramean  Sand- 
piper, the  first  nest  I  have  ever  had 
the  good  fortune  to  locate.  On  Monday, 
May  31st,  I  took  a  set  of  four  Wilson 
Thrush.  This,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
ascertain,  is  the  only  record  for  this 
State.  Dawson's  Birds  of  Ohio  speaks 
of  it  as  a  possible  breeder  in  the 
Northern  part  of  the  State,  but  with 
no  authentic  records.  There  is  no  pos- 
sible doubt  as  to  the  record.  I  had 
both  birds  under  observation  for  half 
an  hour  about  the  nest.  I  have  ob- 
served the  Wilson  Thrush  every  year 
during  the  breeding  season  in  this  par- 
ticular patch  of  timber,  which  is  very 
heavy  and  damp.  I  once  found  an 
empty  nest  in  a  clump  of  ferns.  This 
season's  nest  was  placed  in  a  coarse 
growth  of  weeds  about  a  dead  branch. 
I  took  the  nest  for  evidence. 

On  April  26th  secured  a  set  of  four 
Killdeer  with  incubation  begun.  I 
find  that  very  few  authorities  speak  of 
this  bird  as  breeding  in  April.    It  does 
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so  regularly  here.  I  have  one  record 
of  a  nest  with  four  eggs  found  March 
31st,  1903.  This  is  from  Lorain 
County,  on  the  41st  parallel. 

Another    rather    early    record    this 
year  was  a  Hairy  Woodpecker's  nest 
with  young,  on  I\Iay  12th. 
F.  M.   PHELPS, 

Elyria,  Ohio. 


200,000    BIRDS    KILLED 


Gulf   Storm    Overflows   Famous   Breed- 
ing  Grounds  Off  Coast. 

New  Orleans.  La.,  July  24. — About 
200,000  birds  on  the  breeding  grounds 
maintained  by  the  game  commission 
on  Battledor,  Audubon,  and  Breton  Is- 
lands of  the  southwestern  coast  of 
Louisiana,  were  killed  in  the  storm. 
Many  of  the  birds  were  of  rare  varie- 
ties. The  islands  were  completely 
overflown. — Press  Dispatch. 


NISHNA  LAKE,  MISSOURI. 


On  the  15th  of  May,  my  brother, 
a  friend,  and  myself  went  to  Nishna 
Lake,  Missouri,  on  a  recreation  and 
outing  trip;  however,  I  went  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  studying  and  col- 
lecting; they  went  to  fish. 

Here  I  found  birds  in  abundance; 
Cardinals,  Crows,  Blue  Jays,  and 
Woodpeckers  were  nesting,  while 
Bank  Swallows,  Kingfishers,  Prothon- 
otary  Warblers,  Green  Herons,  and 
Spotted  Sandpipers  had  started  to 
build  their  nests.  The  following  were 
migrating:  Black  Terns,  Franklin's 
Gulls,  Great  Blue  Heron,  American  Bit- 
tern, and  Myrtle  Warblers.  Besides 
these,  there  were  many  of  the  com- 
moner birds  such  as  Red-wings,  Crack- 
les, Orioles,  Downy,  Hairy,  Red-belli- 
ed and  Red-headed  woodpeckers.  Flick- 
ers, Red  tail,  Sparrow,  and  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks,  Bobolinks,  Whip-poor- 
wills,  Night  Hawks,  Catbirds,  Nuth- 
atches, Chickadees,  Thrashers,  Thrush- 
es, Sparrows  of  many  varieties,  Tur- 


key Buzzards,  Yellow  and  Prairie 
Warblers,  Quail,  Mourning  Doves,  In- 
digo Buntings,  Yellow-breasted  Chats, 
Pied-billed  Grebe,  and  American  Coots. 
JEROME   BURNETT. 


RARE    AUK     IS    NOT    EXTINCT. 


Naturalists  Find  Bird  Alive  and  Pros- 
perous on  Triangle  Island, 
Victoria,  B.  C,  June  22.— A  notable 
ornithological  discovery  has  been 
made  on  Triangle  Island,  where  War- 
burton  Pike  and  W.  F.  Burton,  two 
well  known  sportsmen,  were  encamp- 
ed, according  to  advices  received  by 
the  Quadra.  They  have  found  some 
rare  birds,  including  the  little  auk, 
supposed  to  have  been  extinct,  and 
have  an  egg  of  that  bird. 


The  above  press  dispatch  is  sent  us 
by  an  old  and  valued  friend  and  a  long 
student  in  ornithology.  It  is  entirely 
misleading  as  the  Little  Auk  has 
never  been  supposed  to  be  extinct,  so 
far  as  we  know.  It  is  a  bird  common 
in  its  natural  habitat. 


Chestnut   Collared    Longspun. 


This  species  (Calcarius  ornatus)  A. 
O.  U.  No.  538  I  discovered  nesting  at 
Regina,  Canada,  June  4th,  1909,  find- 
ing three  nests  containing  three  eggs, 
four  eggs  and  five  eggs,  respectively. 
The  latter  of  which,  though  the  larg- 
est in  number  was  the  smallest  in 
size  of  the  eggs,  and  was  the  most 
beautifully  marked.  All  of  these 
eggs  I  found  in  the  same  way — by 
watching  the  bird. 

The  country  in  this  vicinity  is  roll- 
ing, treeless,  wild  and  prairie  grass 
covered.  It  is  a  typical  "short  grass" 
country  as  the  term  is  undei'stood  in 
Western  Kansas  and  Eastern  Colo- 
rado.    The     birds     I     found     plentiful 
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here,  seemingly  nesting  in  colonies  of 
from  five  to  a  dozen  pair. 

The  first  nest  I  found,  I  noticed  the 
bird  as  she  flew  round — that  she  seem- 
ed nervous.  I  stopped  and  she  would 
fly  round  me  in  a  crescent  shaped  or- 
bit, about  20  feet  above  the  ground 
and  nearing  the  ground  at  each  end. 
I  being  the  center.  She  would  fly  first 
to  the  left  of  me  and  then  to  the  right 
until  about  even  with  me  on  eacli  side. 
Then  back  around  through  the  air 
three  or  four  times,  describing  this 
semi-circle,  finally  rising;  but  all  the 
time  keeping  about  the  same  distance 
from  me.  Occasionally  she  would 
alight  at  one  or  the  other  end  of  the 
crescent  and  walk  around  through  the 
grass,  occasionally  picking  at  small 
weeds  or  objects.  She  repeated  this 
several  times.  Occasionally,  however, 
she  would  soar  over  the  place  where  I 
finally  discovered  the  nest,  with  her 
wings  and  tail  outstretched  after  the 
manner  of  the  song  flight  of  the  male. 
I  finally  backed  away  and  she  lit  near 
the  center  of  this  semi-circle  not  over 
ten  feet  from  where  I  had  been  stand- 
ing in  the  grass,  and  gradually  slip- 
ped and  sneaked  through  the  grass 
and  disappeared.  I  waited  a  few  min- 
utes, and  going  forward,  flushed  the 
bird.  The  nest  was  in  an  open  situa- 
tion midway  from  where  I  was  stand- 
ing and  the  center  of  the  curve  of  her 
crescent  shaped  flight.  It  was  on 
high,  dry  ground  amid  wild  prairie 
grass,  sunken  into  the  soil  where 
there  were  very  small  prairie  shrubs 
on  different  sides  of  it.  The  nest  was 
made  of  old  dry  grass,  and  of  course 
I  saved  it. 

At  the  second  nest  discovered,  there 
were  no  small  shrubs  around  it,  but 
in  lieu  thereof  there  were  several  tall 
weeds  ten  or  twelve  inches  high,  and 
last  season's  grass  stems.  The  last 
above  described  nest  was  found  on  a 


rolling  hill  side  just  North  of  the 
Catholic  Cemetery  and  almost  within 
the  corporate  limits  of  Regina. 

Still  another  set  I  found  close  be- 
side this  last  set.  All  of  them  were 
found  within  what  I  supposed  was  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  Regina, 
a  town  of  some  seven  or  eight  thous- 
and. 

The  birds  seemed  plentiful  in  this 
vicinity,  the  blaclv  breasted  males 
were  continually  in  sight  and  singing 
or  scolding  or  both.  They  seemed  in- 
terested in  the  actions  of  the  females 
as  they  flew  round  me,  and  sometimes 
accompanied  them  on  such  flights.  The 
males  were  more  fearless  than  the  fe- 
males. They  have  two  song  refrains, 
one  somewhat  similar  to  the  song  of 
the  Meadow  Lark,  though  of  course 
much  weaker;  and  the  other  similar 
to  that  of  the  Bobolink,  but  both 
much  inferior  to  the  real  thing. 

Both  the  male  and  the  female  have 
a  churriug  or  rattling,  scolding  ser- 
ies of  notes.  In  all  three  of  these 
nests  the  eggs  were  very  much  incu- 
bated. 

I  found  the  other  unfinished  nest  of 
this  species  at  this  place. 


Strange. 

On  July  22,  1909,  I  was  crossing  a 
hay  field  and  found  a  nearly  grown 
bird,  some  specie  of  the  Horned  Lark, 
which  could  fly  about  twelve  to  fif- 
teen feet  at  a  time  and  examined  it  to 
see  if  the  mower  or  rake  had  done  any 
harm.  This  bird  had  received  no  in- 
juries, but  a  little  ways  on  I  found 
another  of  a  siimlar  size  and  examin- 
ed it  for  the  same  reasons.  There 
were  no  legs  or  wings  minus,  but  it 
contained  a  pus  sac.  The  loose  skin 
on  its  thighs  on  the  under  side  had 
small  holes  and  through  them  I  pulled 
out  seven  maggots. 

I  felt  something  under  the  skin  be- 
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neath  the  chin  and  I  worked  out  four 
large  ones  of  the  same  size.  In  the 
end  of  one  wing  apparently  in  the 
bone  and  where  two  large  wing  feath- 
ers were  pulled  out,  there  were  three 
more  maggots  which  I  took  out  and 
then  turned  the  bird  loose. 

It    fluttered    away    minus    fourteen 
parasites.     Isn't  this  very  uncommon? 
PERCY  L.   JUDD, 
Rathdrum,  Idaho. 


Rarities. 

Our  old  friend  "Campbell,"  of  Pitts- 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  reports  the  Least 
Sandpiper  again  breeding  at  that 
place.  Also  the  discovery  of  nests  of 
the  Lincoln  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow 
and  Worm-eating  Warbler;  certainly  a 
nice  bunch  of  rare  ones. 


R.   P.  Smithwick. 


In  the  June  issue  of  this  year  we 
published  a  press  dispatcii  giving  an 
account  of  the  death  of  R.  P.  Smith- 
wick, May  24th,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  by  being  smothered  in  a 
hole  dug  by  him  in  a  sand  dune  af- 
ter Kingfishers'  nests. 

When  we  purchased  THE  OOLO- 
GIST,  the  following  notes  came  to  us 
with  other  manuscript  forwarded  by 
Mr.  Short,  and  they  show  the  work  of 
the  Smithwick  family  in  the  Ornitho- 
logy of  the  South  many  years  ago,  and 
are  now  published  for  the  first  time. 
Bertie  County,  N.  C. 

May  1,  1895. — Chipping  Sparrow,  4-4. 
Nest  of  grasses  and  fine  weed-stalks, 
lined  with  horse  hair;  placed  in  a 
shade-tree.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  6,  1895. — Chipping  Sparrow,  5-4. 
Nest  of  grasses  and  fine  weed-stalks, 
lined  with  hair,  placed  in  a  cedar, 
standing  in  yard,  10  feet  from  the 
ground.     Eggs   fresh. 

May  6,  1895.— Chipping  Sparrow,  6-4 


Nest  of  fine  grasses  and  weed-stalks, 
lined  with  hair,  placed  in  a  cedar 
about  25  feet  from  the  ground.  Eggs 
fresh. 

May  9,  1895.— Red-eyed  Vireo,  2-3. 
Nest  of  the  usual  maturial,  placed  in 
a  beech,  about  20  feet  from  the  ground. 
Small  embryos. 

May  13,  1895.— Red-eyed  Vireo,  1-4. 
Nest  of  the  usual  material  placed  in 
a  beech,  about  5  feet  from  the  ground. 
Eggs   fresh. 

May  13,  1895.- Red-eyed  Vireo,  3-3. 
Nest  of  the  usual  material,  placed  in  a 
beech  13  feet  from  the  ground.  Eggs 
fresh. 

May  21.  1895.— Red-eyed  Vireo,  4-3. 
Nest  of  the  usual  material,  placed  in 
an  oak,  about  five  feet  from  the 
ground.      Incubation    slight. 

May  22,  1895.— Red-eyed  Vireo,  5-3. 
Nest  of  the  usual  material,  placed  in 
an  oak  9  feet  from  the  ground.  Eggs 
fresh. 

May  25,  1895.— Purple  Martin,  1-5. 
Nest  placed  in  a  box  20  feet  from  the 
ground,  made  of  the  usual  material. 
Eggs  fresh. 

May  25,  1895.— Purple  Martin,  2-5. 
Nest  placed  in  a  box  20  feet  from  the 
ground,  made  of  the  usual  material. 
Eggs  fresh. 

May  25,  1895.— Purple  Martin,  1-6. 
Nest  placed  in  a  box  20  feet  from  the 
ground,  made  of  the  usual  material. 
Eggs  fresh. 

June  18,  1895.— Cardinal,  3-3.  Nest 
of  leaves  and  pieces  of  jessiimine 
vines,  lined  with  fine  grasses,  placed 
in  an  oak,  about  13  feet  from  the 
groun<l.      Incubation    advanced. 

June  24,  1895. — Indigo  Bunting,  2-3. 
Nest  placed  in  a  bunch  of  reeds,  about 
two  feet  from  the  ground,  made  of 
weed-stalks  and  reed-leaves,  lined 
with  fine  grassqs.    Eggs  fresh, 

April  20,  1896.— Cardinal,  4-3.  Nest 
phi  cod    in    a    dogwood    bush,    about    5 
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feet  from  the  ground,  made  of  jessa- 
mine vines,  strips  of  bark  and  leaves, 
lined  with  fine  grasses.     Eggs  fresh. 

April  22,  1896.— Cardinal,  5-3.  Nest 
of  fine  weed-stalks  and  reed-leaves, 
placed  in  a  smajl  maple,  about  7  feet 
from  the  ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

April  22,  1896. — Chipping  Sparrow, 
7-4.  Fresh  eggs  taken  from  a  nest  of 
weed-stalks  and  grasses,  lined  with 
hair,  placed  in  a  small  cedar  about 
fifteen  feet  from  the  ground.  Eggs 
fresh. 

May  1,  1896.— Purple  Martin,  3-5. 
Nest  of  sticks,  rootlets  and  grasses, 
placed  in  a  box  18  feet  from  the 
ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  1,  1896.— Purple  Martin,  3-5. 
Nest  of  sticks,  rootlets  and  grasses, 
placed  in  a  box  18  feet  from  the 
ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  16,  1896.— Purple  Martin,  2-6. 
Nest  placed  in  a  box  14  feet  from  the 
ground,  made  of  small  sticks,  grasses 
and  fine  roots.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  16,  1896.— Purple  Martin,  4-5. 
Nest  of  small  sticks  and  fine  roots, 
placed  in  a  box  16  feet  from  the 
ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  16,  1896.— Purple  Martin,  5-5. 
Nest  of  leaves,  grasses  and  rootlets, 
placed  in  a  box  20  feet  from  the 
ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  16,  1896.— Purple  Martin,  6-5. 
Nest  of  small  sticks,  fine  roots  and 
leaves,  placed  in  a  box  16  feet  from 
the  ground.     Incubation  begun. 

May  16,  1896.— Purple  Martin,  7-5. 
Nest  of  rootlets,  placed  in  a  box  16 
feet  from  the  ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  16,  1896.— Cardinal,  6-3.  Nest 
of  jessamine  vines  and  leaves,  lined 
with  fine  grasses,  placed  in  a  small 
maple  about  8  feet  from  the  ground. 
Eggs  fresh. 

June  13,  1896.— Indigo  Bunting,  1-4. 
Nest  made  entirely  of  reed-leaves  and 
grasses,  placed  in  a  reed,  about  3  feet 


from  the  ground.    Eggs  fresh. 

May  4,  1897. — Purple  Martin,  1-4. 
Nest  of  small  sticks  and  grasses,  plac- 
ed in  a  box  16  feet  from  the  ground. 
Eggs  fresh. 

May  5,  1897.— Red-eyed  Vireo,  3-4. 
Nest  of  chips  of  rotten-wood,  fine 
strips  of  bark,  leaves,  weed-stalks  and 
spider-webs,  placed  in  the  fork  of  a 
beech  limb,  about  15  feet  from  the 
ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  7,  1897.— Rough-winged  Swal- 
low, 1-7.  Nest  placed  in  a  borough 
overhanging  Albemarle  Sound,  made 
of  "pine  seed  leaves"  and  small  bits 
of  fodder.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  8,  1897.— Cardinal,  7-3.  Nest 
of  jessamine  vines,  strips  of  bark  and 
leaves,  lined  with  fine  grasses;  placed 
in  a  small  bush,  about  10  feet  from  the 
ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  15,  1897.— Purple  Martin,  915. 
Nest  of  grasses,  fine  roots  and  leaves, 
placed  in  a  box  15  feet  from  the 
ground.    Incubation  begun. 

May  15,  1897.— Purple  Martin,  10-5. 
Nest  of  grasses  and  fine  roots,  plac- 
ed in  a  box  15  feet  from  the  ground. 
Medium  embryos. 

May  15,  1897.— Purple  Martin,  11-5. 
Nest  of  grasses  and  small  sticks, 
placed  in  a  box  16  feet  from  the 
ground.     Medium  embryos. 

May  18,  1907.— Purple  Martin,  3-6. 
Nest  of  grasses,  fine  roots  and  leaves, 
placed  in  a  box  14  feet  from  the 
ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  22,  1897.— Field  Sparrow,  1-3. 
Nest  placed  in  a  small  gun  bush  about 
24  inches  from  the  ground,  made  of 
fine  week-stalks  and  grasses,  lined 
with  fine  grass.     Incubation  begun. 

May  22,  1897. — Summer  Tanager, 
2-3.  Nest  of  weed-stalks,  lined  with 
long  stalks  of  grass,  placed  in  a  gum, 
about  10  feet  from  the  ground.  Eggs 
fresh. 

May    22,    1897.— Summer    Tanager, 
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3-4.  Nest  placed  in  an  oak  about  8 
feet  from  the  ground,  made  of  weed- 
stalks  and  wool,  lined  with  grass. 
Eggs  fresh. 

May  31,  1897. — Summer  Tanager, 
3-3.  Xest  of  weed-stalks,  wool  and  jes- 
samine vines,  lined  with  long  grass 
stems,  placed  in  an  oak,  about  20  feet 
from  the  ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

June  5,  1897.— Red-eyed  Vireo,  6-3. 
Xest  of  chips  of  rotten  wood  and 
spider-webs,  lined  with  strips  of  bark, 
placed  in  the  fork  of  an  oak  limb, 
about  8  feet  from  the  ground.  Incu- 
bation slight. 

June  10,  1897. — Summer  Tanager, 
4-3.  Xest  of  weed-stalks,  lined  with 
long  grass  stems,  placed  in  an  oak, 
about  18  feet  from  the  ground.  Eggs 
fresh. 

June    11,    1897. — ^Summer    Tanager, 

5-3.     Xest  of  weed-stalks  and  bits   of 

cotton  string,   lined   with   long   pieces 

of  grass,   placed  in  an  oak,   about   10 

feet     from     the     ground.       Incubation 
slight. 

April  25,  1898.— Cardinal,  9-3.  Xest 
of  beech-leaves,  strips  of  bark  and  jes- 
samine vines,  lined  with  fine  grasses, 
placed  in  a  bunch  of  briers  about  7 
feet  from  the  ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

April  26,  1898.— White-eyed  Vireo, 
2-4.  Xest  placed  in  the  fork  of  a  dog- 
wood limb,  about  two  feet  high,  made 
of  moss,  reed-leaves  fine  strips  of  bark 
and  si)ider  webs.     Eggs  fresh. 

April  30,  1898.— White-eyed  Vireo, 
3-4.  Xest  of  moss  reedleaves  and 
strips  of  bark,  lined  with  fine  grasses, 
placed  in  the  fork  of  a  holly  bush 
about  two  feet  from  the  ground.  Eggs 
fresh. 

April  30,  1898.— Field  Sparrow,  2-3. 
Xest  of  fine  grasses  and  fine  weed- 
stalks,  lined  with  finer  grass,  placed 
in  a  small  cedar  about  12  inches  from 
the  ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  3,  1898.- White-eyed  Vireo,  4-4. 
Nest  placed  in  a  fork  of  gum  limb, 
20  Inches  from  the  ground,  made  of 
bits  of  rotten  wood,  moss  and  leaves, 
lined  with  fine  grasses.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  10,  1908.— Field  Sparrow,  5-4. 
Xest  of     fine     wood-stalks     and     fine 


grasses,  lined  with  finer  grass,  placed 
in  a  small  pine  bush,  about  8  inches 
from  the  ground.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  14,  1898.- Field  Sparrow,  6-4. 
Nest  of  fine  grasses,  weed-stalks  and 
fine  roots,  lined  with  horse  hair,  plac- 
ed in  a  small  pine  bush,  near  the 
ground.     Incubation  begun. 

May  16,  1898.— White-eyed  Vireo, 
3-3.  Xest  of  moss,  fine  bark  and 
leaves,  lined  with  fine  grasses,  plac- 
ed in  the  fork  of  a  gum  limb,  about 
22  inches  from  the  ground.  Eggs 
fresh. 

May  21,  1898.— Red-eyed  Vireo,  7-3. 
Xest  placed  in  the  fork  of  maple  limb, 
about  G  feet  from  the  ground,  made  of 
strips  of  bark  bits  of  rotten-wood, 
pine  straw  and  spider-webs.  Eggs 
fresh. 

May  28,  1898.— Red-eyed  Vireo,  8-3. 
Nest  of  fine  strips  of  bark,  leaves, 
grasses  and  moss,  lined  with  fine 
strips  of  bark,  placed  in  the  fork  of  an 
oak  limb,  about  8  feet  from  the  ground. 
Eggs  fresh. 

May  31,  1898.— Red-eyed  Vireo,  9-3. 
Nest  of  bits  of  bark,  leaves  and  spid- 
er-webs, lined  with  fine  grasses  and 
strips  of  grapevine  bark,  placed  in 
the  fork  of  a  gum  limb,  about  10  feet 
from  the  ground.  Eggs  fresh. 
Portlock,  Norfolk  Co.,  Virginia. 

May  16,  1904.— Field  Sparrow,  7-4. 
Nest  placed  8  inches  from  the  ground, 
in  small  gallberry  bushes,  in  thicket, 
about  35  feet  from  a  road,  made  of 
fine  grasses  and  weed-stalks,  lined 
with  very  fine  grasses  and  horse-tail 
hair;  sizes  as  follows:  .58  x  .49;  .65 
X  .49;  .58  x  .47;  .57  x  .48.  Incubation 
slight. 

May  16,  1904.— Field  Sparrow.  S-4. 
Nest  placed  9  inches  up  in  small  gall- 
be'Tv  bushes  in  thicket,  made  of  grass 
and  weed-stalks,  lined  with  very  fine 
grasses  and  horse-tail  hair;  eggs 
measure  as  follows:  .61  x  .51;  .65  x 
.48;   .63  X  .51;   .63  x  .50.     Eggs  fresh. 

May  16,  1904.— Field  Sparrow,  1-5. 
Nest  of  grasses  and  fine  weed-stalks, 
lined  with  very  fine  grasses  and  horse- 
tail liair,  iilaced  2  inches  off  the 
ground  in  jessamine  vines  standing  be- 
tween small  stream,  bordered  by 
marsh,  and  freshly  i)lougheil  field, 
nest  only  two  feet  from  small  foot- 
path; eggs  measure  as  follows:  .57 
x  .49;  .58  x  .48;  .57  x  .48;  .57  x  .46; 
.59  X  .11.     Incubation  slight. 
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BACK  NUMBERS. 

With  this  issue  we  complete  all 
transactions  with  all  the  subscribers 
who  have  written  to  us  since  we  as- 
sumed control  of  this  magazine  in 
March,  relative  to  back  numbers,  and 
have  mailed  all  back  numbers  request- 
ed to  this  date.  Any  subscribers  hav- 
ing written  or  remitted  for  any  back 
numbers  and  who  do  not  receive  the 
same  by  the  first  of  September  next, 
will  confer  a  favor  by  advising  us. 

R.  M.  BARNES. 


Copy. 

All  copy  for  articles  intended  for 
publication  in  "THE  OOLOGIST" 
must  hereafter  be  plainly  written  on 
one  side  of  the  paper  only.  A  failure 
to  comply  with  these  requirements 
will  result  in  the  matter  going  into  the 
waste  basket  in  place  of  into  the  pub- 
lication. 

We  wish  to  thank  our  contributors 
for  their  generous  response  to  our  re- 
quest for  bird  notes.  We  have  a 
'  number  of  splendid  articles  on  hand 
for  future  publication.  Send  us  in 
some  more. 

R.    M.    BARNES. 


Special    Notice. 


Inadvertantly  in  a  late  issue,  there 
appeared  a  number  of  advertisements 
signed  by  Ernest  H.  Short,  as  Mana- 
ger. Mr.  Short  has  no  longer  any  con- 
nection with  this  magazine.  All  cor- 
respondence should  be  addressed  to 
THE  OOLOGIST,  at  Lacon,  Illinois. 
The  undersigned  is  the  sole  owner, 
proprietor,  editor  and  manager  of  this 
publication. 

R.  M.  BARNES. 


Fraud. 

It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  expose 
any  improper,  unscientific  or  fraudu- 
lent practices,  on  the  part  of  any  one, 
relating  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of 
specimens;  of  failure  of  anyone  to 
square  accounts  in  such  matters. 
These  things  should  be  conducted 
along  honorable  lines 

R.    M.    BARNES. 


Prices  for  Back  Numben  of  the 
YOXTNG    OOLOGIST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 
will,  during    1908,    remain  as  below: 
After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable    at    any    price.      Should    you 
desire   back   numbers   to   complete  youi 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can    never   obtain   them   for  less   money 
and    possibly    not   at   any    price,    as    our 
stock   ranges   from   only   1   to   25   copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for   1909  Are    as  Follows: 
Nos.  1,14. 18.  31.  34-35,  42,  53,  86,  89,  111,130  .  132 
137. 139. 140, 153, 158,  are  50  cents  each; 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78.  79.  88,  90,  100. 
113,  138,  146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.    11,    13,    14,    15,    16,    54.    55,    56,    75, 

87,    123,    127,    128,    129,    144.    149,    are    15 

cents  each.  „     ., 

Nos.    19,    20,    22.    27,    28,    38,    39,    40,    45, 

50,   60.   61,   63,   64,   65,   70,   74,   80,   93,   114, 

115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 

S^All    other    numbers    5c.    per    copy. 

For  $12    will   send  prepaid  a  copy  of 

every    issue    ever    published,    No.    1    to 

145.    This  offer  includes  your  subscription 

through  1908.  ^  ,    ^^ 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,  1884-5,  Nos.   1  to  12 $   .90 

Vol.   II,   1885,   Nos.   13   to  14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20......      .90 

Vol.   IV,    1887.  Nos.    21   to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.  39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,  1890,  Nos.  51   to  62 75 

Vol.  VIII,  1891,  Nos.   63  to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,   Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,   1894,   Nos.   99   to   110 50 

Vol.   XII,   1895,   Nos.    Ill   to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,  1896,  Nos.  123  to  127 50 

Vol  XIV,   1897,   Nos.   128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV,    1898,   Nos.    140   to   149 60 

Vol.  XVI,   1899,   Nos.   150  to  161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171.  .  .50 

Vol.   XVIII,   1901,   Nos.    172   to   183.,      .50 

Vol.  XIX,  1902,  Nos.   184  to  195 50 

Vol.  XX,  1903,  Nos.   196  to  197 10 

Vol.    XXI,    1904,   No.    198    to   209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vol.  XXIII,  1906,  222  to  2:^3 • 50 

Vol.  XXIV.  1907,  2.34.  to  245 •      55 

Vol.  XXV,  1908,  246  to  257  50 

For  $5.25  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
Inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
2.5c.,  50c.  and  75c.  copies. 

For  $2.50  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOUND  VOLUMES  — 
Can  be   furnished,   strongly  bound  In  cloth  and 
boards,    as   follows : 
Vol.  I   and  II   YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one   volume $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92,  298  pages 
of  valuable  and  instructive  Oologlcal 
and    Ornithological    matter    with    many 

full    page    illustrations, $1.00 

Or,  if  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  "send  them  by  return  mall  for  only 
$1.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain, 
Is  worth  many  times  the  price. 
Address     plainly, 

THE  OOLOGIST. 

Lacon,  111. 
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A    PLAIN    TALK! 

TO    ADVERTISERS! 


Did    you   know    that    THE  OOLOGIST  reaches  a  thousand  bird 
students  every  month  ? 


Did  you  know  that  it  goes  into  every  state  and  territory  in  the 
United  States,  every  province  in  Canada,  and  nearly  every  country  in 
Europe,  besides  many  other  foreign  countries  ? 


Did  you  know  that  its  circulation  is  to-day  greater  than  that  of  all 
other  Bird  Publications  in  America  combined,  excluding  "Bird  Lore" 
and  that  this  can  be  proved  by  the  subscription  books  ? 


Did    you    know    that    sellers    of    Bird    Books,    manufacturers    of 
photographic   materials    and    cameras,    retailers   of    taxidermical   and 
Oological  Instruments,  and  dealers  in  all  Natural  History  specimens 
mounted   birds,    skins,    eggs,    nests,  etc.  should  take  notice  of  these 
facts  ? 


THE    OOLOGIST, 

Lacon,  III 
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SUBSCRIBERS 


A  new  management  is  at  the  helm.     New  methods  are 
to  be  employed  in  making  The  Oologist. 

1.  More  and  better  cuts  will  appear. 

2.  A  series  of  colored  plates  dii^erent  from  anything  ever 
published  are  in  contemplation. 

3.  The  exchange  columns  will  be  brought  up  to  standard  if 
you  will  only  send  in  your  notices. 

4.  The  subscription  list  must  be  increased.  Cannot  each 
one  of  you  send  in|at  least  one  new  subscriber  ? 

5.  The  premium  policy  aside  from  the  free  ^exchange 
notice  will  be  eliminated,  the  magazine  will  be  worth  the 
price. 

THE  OOLOQIST 

LACON,  ILLINOIS 


The  Oologist. 

BIRDS-NESTS-EGGS 

TAXIDBRMY 


Vol.  XXVI.    No.  9.       ALBION,  N.  Y.,  SEPT.  15,  1909.        Whole  No.  266 

BRIEK    SPEOIAl^    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wanted.  Kxchange.  l'"or  Sale,  Etc..    inserted  in  this  department  at  25  cents  for  each  25 
words  for  one  issue;  each  additional  word  1  cent.    Xo  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents. 


TAKE     NOTICE. 

Subscription.  50  cents  per  year. 
Examine  the  number  on  the  wrapper  of 
your  Oolosist.  It  denotes  the  time  your 
subscription  expires.  Kemember  we  must 
be  notitjed  if  you  wish  it  discontinued  and 
all  arrearages  must  be  paid.  2li5  your  sub- 
scription expires  with  this  issue.  2611  your 
subscription  expires  with  Oecember  issue 
19U!l.  Other  expirations  can  be  computed  by 
intermediate  numbers  at  the  rate  of  one 
number  per  month. 
Address  all  communications  to 

THE  OOLOGIST, 

Lacon.  Illinois. 


Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cember 21,  1903,  at  the  post  otlice,  at 
Albion,  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3,  1879. 

SUBSCRIBERS 

In  answering  advertisements  in  these 
columns  mention  "The  OoLtxii.ST," 
and  thereby  help  us,  as  Avell  as  the  ad- 
vertiser and  yourself. 


BIRDS 


FOlt  S.VLIC:  — A  collection  of  Mexican  bird- 
skins,  containing  several  hundreds  of  spe- 
cies; perfect  skins  with  careful  data.  This 
collection  includes  a  variety  of  Kaptores  and 
(iamebirds.  Will  dispose  of  same,  individ- 
ually, or  as  a  whole  No  exchange.  AIS- 
TI.V  PAfL  S.MITII.  Box  HI,  Brownsville, 
Texas. 

"  WAXTEDT— Perfect  skins  of  Tuawy  Heron. 
Long-billed  Curlew,  Avocet,  B.  B.  Plover, 
I'.artcmian  Sandpiper.  <iold(>n  Plover,  Ked- 
tailcd  Hawk  and  others.  Offer  good  ex- 
change. Send  list  and  receive  mine.  E.  H. 
.\I)A.\IS,  Taxidermist,  Box  19(i,  Canton, 
■Mass. 

WA.N'TED-lMrst  class  labeled  skins  of  X. 
A.  small  land  birds,  for  Al  skins  oi  birds 
from  X,  E.  Illinois  and  (Jalifornia-  I  can 
also  use  C.  A-  S.  Am.  birds  in  exchange.— 

H.  K.COALE. 
I'-Hi  Washington  street.  (  hicago. 

I'ol!  SALE  or  Exchange  for  Bird  Skins. 
Books  by.C.  B.  Cory:  Birds  of  Hayti  and  San 
l)oniing(j:  Birds  of  Bahamas:  Birds  of  l-;ast- 
ern  N.  A.,  also  O.  A-  O.  Vol.  viii.  F.  B.  -Mc- 
KKCllNfE.  I'onkapog.  Mass. 

W.\NTi;i>.  -I  wish  to:.'<t  A-I  skins  of  Hob 
White,  (  alifornia  '^uail.  Sora  Wail  and  otlicrs 
f..r  mounting.  .1.  F.  II  A.\S.\I.\X.  iim  St. 
La wrerice  Ave..  Chicago.  III. 

K.\'CHAX(;E.— I  am  needing  two  tine  pairs 
of  fresh  skins  of  Xo.  2H5  for  muuiiLing.  Can 
_'ive  in  exchange  such  sets  as  207.  2!t3a.  295. 
m.  :570a.  Vy.t.  tiola.  rai.  730,  749,  etc'.  THO MAS 
II.  .lACKSO.V.  :50I  N.  Franklin  street.  West 
<'hester,  Peinia. 


WAXTEI).— Skins  of  birds  not  common  in 
this  locality  to  mount  on  halves.  Write 
first.  ARTHIJl!  HINKLE,  Newark,  Wayne 
County,  X.  Y. 

WAXTEI). -A  good  pair  of  Barn  Owl  skins 
for  mounting.  Will  exchange  eggs  or  skins 
for  same.  TIIO.MAS  H.  JACKSON.  West 
Chester.  Pa. 

W.VNTED.— Skins  of  Masked  Bob  white, 
Eskimo  Curlew.  San  Pedro.  Partridge. 
Spotted  Owl.  Flamnuilated  Screech  Owl. 
Prihilof  Sand  Piper.  Bristle-thighed  Curlew, 
and  any  other  rare  skins.  J.  F.  FKA/IEK. 
Audubon.  Iowa. . 

WANTED. -Skins  of  all  the  (luails,  par- 
tri(l"es  grouse  and  pheasants  of  Mexico, 
('enteral  and  South  .Vmerica,  Europe.  .Asia. 
Africa  and  Australia  (all  over  the  world), 
{•■ish  or  exchange.  Write  what  you  haveand 
wl'iat  you  want.  J.  F.  FKAZIEK.  Audubon, 
Iowa. 

Foi:  E.\CIIAN(;E— I'.ird  skin«.  long  list  of 
books  Want  bird  skins,  momited  hirds  or 
books  on  birds.  oltlN  (JKEENWOoD,  sio 
East  .Main  St  .  Manchester.  Iowa. 

COSTA  KICA  SKINS.-  Write  me  your 
wants.  Bird  and  mounted  skins  cijHecfd 
from  this  locality  U>r  rush.  IIE.NKi  I'. 
I ;  A  \'  |-:N.  liox  73.  Lciiiore.  Costa  Kica. 

Bare  birds'  skins,  eggs,  and  nests  from 
Europe  .\sia.  Africa.  Central  and  >oiith 
America  at  low  pric-s  Also  Ornltbolou'ical 
Books  and  Reptiles'  Eggs.  See  l'>"lletin 
Spe(  imen  lunnber  for  2  cent  stamp.  N\  orld 
Wide  (  irculation.  .^<l  rates  1  cent  a  w<.)r(l. 
Till  lilLLETIN.  4  Duke  St.,  Adelphi. 
London,  W.  C.  England. 
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EGGS 


EGGS  IN  FIXE  SETS-I  can  supply  fol- 
lowing species:  121,  207,  29:3o.  29 1,  295,  301,  302. 
313,  31 S,  319,  321,  327,  328,  353,  354.  354a,  359.  360c, 
370a.  37(i,  417,  419,  421,  4206,  459.  475,  487,  490,2, 
490,;?.  513«,  518.  533.  534.  536,  554.  5676,  581J.  586, 
5936,  607,  641.  637,  654a,  683a.  697,  702.  708,  706,  730. 
7356,  736a,  738,  749,  754.  76.i.  Exchange  lists  in- 
vited. THOMAS  H.  JACKSON.  West  Ches- 
ter, Pa.,  304  N.  Franklin  St. 

FOK  rare  Oologists  specimens  from  Asia, 
Africa,  Australia,  and  South  America,  see 
"The  Uulletin."  World  wide  circulation- 
Advertisement  rates  50  cts.  per  inch.  Wants 
and  Exchange  column,  1  cent  a  word.  Sam- 
ple copy  3  cent  stamp  only.  "THE  BULLE. 
TIN,"  4  Duke  St..  Adelphi.  London,  England 

WANTED.— First  four  numbers  of  Volume 
one  of  the  Nidiologist.  Will  pay  cash  or  will 
exchange  sets  of  eggs  or  30  different  numbers 
of  the  Nidiologist.  Send  me  your  exchange 
list.    EVAN  DAVIS,  Orange,  Calif. 

TO  EXCHANGE- Sets  with  data,  North 
American  and  Foreign.  Can  use  many  com- 
mon kinds  of  both.  Dr.  T.  W.  RICHARDS 
U.  S.  Navy.  1911  N.  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington 
I).  C. 

WANTED. -A  set  each  of  the  Broad-winged 
and  Sharp-shinned  Hawk.  Can  offer  in 
exchange  fine  western  sets  with  nest.  D.  E. 
BROWN.  90  University  St.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

WANTED— To  exchange  birds,  nests,  and 
eggs  from  this  locality  for  those  not  in  my 
collection.  Sea  birds  specially  wanted.  E. 
P.  WALKER,  Sheridan,  Indiana. 

I  HAVE  a  lot  of  fine  sets  of  Sea  Birds 
Eggs  from  Iceland  and  Lapland,  to  exchange 
for  other  kinds.  Send  your  list  to  WALTER 
RAINE,  Kew  Beach,  Toronto,  Canada. 

FOR  SALE-Fine  sets  of  Sea  Birds  Eggs, 
Aucks,  Loons.  Gulls  and  Plovers  from  Ice- 
land, Lapland  and  Sweden.  WALTER 
RAINE,  Kew  f'each,  Toronto,  Canada. 

WANTED— A  good  second-hand  egg  cabi- 
net. Send  description  and  price,  together 
with  inside  measurements  of  drawers,  when 
answering  tliis  ad,    C.BERT  NICHOLS 

(iranville.  N.  Y. 

WANTED.- Eggs  in  sets  with  data  and 
ornithological  books  in  exchange  for  books 
or  eggs.  Will  pay  cash  for  bird  books.  H. 
E.  BISHOP,  Sayre,  Pa. 

WANTED.— To  exchange  sets  of  eggs  with 
any  first  class  collectors.  Desire  many  com- 
mon ones  in  series  and  in  nests.  Offer  rare 
species,  aLso  local  series.  H.  H.  BAILEY, 
321  54th  St..  New  Port  News,  Va. 

Snapping  Turtle  1-25,  1-30.  1-40,  4  cents  per 
egg  prepaid.  Six  well  marked  sets  of  Red 
shouldered  Hawk  5.3. 1-4.  All  first  class  with 
data.  .IAS.  ()..IOHNS()N,  Southington,  Conn 

FOR  EXC1IAX(;E.  -  My  entire  coll.  of 
Nests,  Eggs,  some  Skins.  1500  choice  sets 
Parties  interested  write  for  list.  etc.  PHILO 
\V.  SMITH.  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 

FOR  EXCJI.\.\(iE.-A  collection  of  about 
155  species— one  set  each  of  North  American 
Birds  Eggs:  also  a  12-drawer  ((uarter  sawed 
Oak  Cabinet.  No  fair  offer  refused.  M.  F 
HENCHEV,  60  Arnold  St.,  Westfleld,  .Mass 


TO  EXCH  ANGE-Sets  of  658  and  others  for 
same.  J.  CLAIRE  WOOD.  179  17th  Street. 
Detroit,  Mich. 


XESTS  with  and  without  sets  wanted,  also 
reptile  eggs,  common  variety  particularly, 
J.  P.  BALL,  M.  D.,  Frankford,  Phila. 

I  have  sets  of  364  and  709  to  exchange.  I 
want  131  and  149.  ROBERT  P.  SHARPLES, 
West  Chester,  Pa. 

TO  EXCHANGE. -To  clear  up,  390  2:5,14; 
622  A  3-6;  339  3-2.  3-3;  77  1-2;  475  3-6, 1-7.  Who 
wants  them?  All  A  No.  1.  R.  T.  FULLER. 
Lacona.  New  York. 

HAVE  a  lot  of  fine  sets  to  dispose  of,  such 
as  Whistling  Swan,  Black-throated  Blue, 
Blue-winged  and  Swanson's  Warblers,  and 
many  others.  Write  for  list.  S.S.DICKEY, 
^^'aynesburg,  Pa. 

FOR  EXCHANGE- First  class  Eggs  in 
sets.    C.  S.  RUTHERFORD,  Revere,  Mo. 


FOR  EXCHANGE.— Eggs  in  Sets.  Mount- 
ed Birds,  Mammals,  Coins,  Homing  Pigeons, 
Cavies,  Book  on  breeding  Skunks,  50c.;  tan- 
ning process  and  old  relics.  ALMON  KIBBE 
.Mayville.  N.  Y. 

Birds  Eggs 

I  have  for  exchange  for  species 
desired  by  me  to  complete  series 
pf    many    very    common  kinds;  a 
very  large  list  of  duplicates. 
Send  me  your  exchange  list. 

R.  M.  BARNES,  Lacon,  111. 


A  SENSIBLE  GIFT. 

A  <ilobe  Map  or  Atlas  is  most  practical. 
Will  afford  profit  and  pleasure  to  the  entire 
family  for  years.  Send  for  catalogue  and 
price  list.  Enclose  this  ad  with  5  two  cent 
stamps,  and  we  will  send  pocket  map  of 
Manhattan. 

RAND,  McNALLY  &  COMPANY, 

New  York  City. 


Ornithology. 
Oology — Specimens  and  Books.     See 
"The   Bulletin,"    post   free   for    3    cent 
stamp. 

The  Bulletin  4  Duke  St. 

Adelphi,    London,    England. 
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BOOKS 


FOR  EXCHANGFl-Nicely  bound  vols,  of 
Bird  Lore,  a  partially  complete  tile  of 
Oologist  from  No.  1  to  date,  many  vols,  and 
odd  numbers  of  bird  magazines,  also  a  few 
nice  sets  to  exchange.  I  want  especially  ^|'o. 
6  Nol.  V  the  Oologist  and  No.  6  Vol.  I  the 
Nidologist.  H.  J.  KoFAHL,  911  Congress 
Avenue.  .Austin,  Texas. 

FOR  SALE  oi;  KXC'11AN(;E.-S  vols. 
"World's  (Jreat  Travelers."  practically  new; 
1vol.  Butterflies  of  N.  .V.  (Holland).  1  vol. 
Hypnotism  and  Hypnotic  .Suggest ic)ns,  (3 
authors);  1  vol.  Hynotism  (Moll)  cover 
damaged,  pages  good;  1  vol.  Suggestive 
Therapeutics.  (P.eruheiui);  Geological  Sur- 
veys. Agricultural  Reports  and  Typewriter 
to  exchange  for  books  on  Moths,  Butterflies, 
Insects.  Oology.  Ornithology.  Mamuials, 
Arrow-points,  Pottery  or  any  other  Indian 
Relics.  If  you  mean  biz  write  your  olt'er. 
L.  R.  HOWSLEV.  Mullan.  Idaho. 

BIRD  MA<i.V/INES.— I  have  about  50«U 
odd  numbers  of  all  the  bird  Magazines  pub- 
lished in  America.  Xearl.v  complete  files  of 
Osprey,  Nidiologist.  Condors.  Oologist.  O.  P. 
O..  etc.,  etc.  What  do  you  need  to  complete 
your  tiles.  W.  LEE  CHAMISEIJS,  Santa 
Afonica,  Cal. 

EXCHAX(;E  notice.-:!!  Publications-of 
Cal.  Academy  of  Science,  and  11  Publications 
by  Bryant,  Belding  and  Anthony,  to  ex- 
change for  first-class  Sets  with  data.  Send 
lists,  also  Sets  for  same.  H.  F.  Dl'PREV, 
!tl!i  .NIorgan  street.  Santa  Rosa.  California. 

GLEANINGS,  No.  o.-The  Purple  Martin 
and  Houses  for  its  Summer  Home,  liiUli.— 
Price  11.00.  or  will  exchange  for  bird  books  of 
equal  value.    .1.  WAIIKEX  .JACOBS, 

Waynesburg,  Pa. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. -We  want  No.  6  of 
Volume  .5.  ISHs  of  j'he  Oologist  for  \\-hich  we 
will  pay  tifty  cents  in  cash.  THE 
OOLOGIST.  Lacon.Ills. 

WANTED.— P.ack  numbers  of  The  Auk. 
Nuttal's  lUilletin  and  other  bird  magazines, 
also  on  insects.  Have  numbers  to  exchange, 
(i.  \V.  in'MPHREV.  Hcdham.  .Mass. 

WANTEH.-Hcnshaw's  Ornithology  of  the 
Hawaiian  Island.  State  cash  price  or  ex- 
change for  works  on  other  subjects.  L.  R. 
HOWSLEV.  Mullan.  Idaho. 

FOR  S.\  LE— Bendire's  life  histories,  2  vols. 
half  morocco,  binding  good  as  new.  Would 
trade  for  good  Shot  (iun.  C.  S.  RCTHER- 
FORI).  Rcver.'.  .Mo. 

FOR  SALE.  -.\uk.  Vol.  fi.  |r).0O:  Vols.  Hand 
l.i,  1^1.-50  each.  .Also  Bendire's  Life  Histories, 
Vol.  1,  index  stained,  to.OO.  IL  S.  HATH- 
•VWAV.  Box  14(i(i,  Providence,  B.  I. 

I  need  the  foll<iwing  North  .Xmerican  I'auna: 
Numbers  11.  'S.i.  ii.  ijil.  and  ali  issues  there- 
after. If  you  have  any  of  these  send  me 
prices  at  once.     K".  .M  B.\l,'.\i;s,  Lacon.  III. 

WANTKI)  —  l''ollowing  \>  u  h  I  i  c  a  t  i  o  n  s : 
National  Museum  Bulletin  .50,  Iv'idgway; 
Bendire's  Life  Histories:  Condor,  tirst  three 
volumes,  etc.  <  )lfer  ('.\SH  or  desirable  sets 
as  Hecrmami's  Cull,  .X'autus  .Murrelett.  Blue- 
footed  P.ooby.  Socorro  Petrel.  PINCiREE  I. 
OSBCRN,  Pasadena.  California. 


I    need    all    the    Michigan    Ornithological 
Club  Bulletins  published  subsequent  to  No. 
1  of  Vol.  (J,  complete. 
R.  M.  I'.ARNES,  Lacon.  111. 

I'OK  SALE  OR  KXCH.\N(iR  -  Orni- 
thological publications,  lantern  slides  from 
bird  subjects  from  life,  some  spet'imens  and 
odds  and  ends,  pair  of  climbing  irons.  Lists 
furnished.  What  have  vou  got  and  what  do 
you  want.  B.  S.  BOWDISH,  HI  liroadway, 
New  York  City. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

FOR  SALE  OK  EXClIAN(iE. —  National 
AutomaticTelegraphy  Transmitter.  A  com- 
plete home  course  in  telegraphy  $12  cash  or 
exchange  for  good  sets.    A.  I>.  I)0KR(;E. 

WANTED. -To  exchange  butterflies  with 
collectors  west,  south  and  in  Canada.  .1.  R. 
HARNMERLE.  8,s  Madison  St.,  V.'ilkes 
Barre,  Pa. 

WANTP]!).- (iood  photographs  of  nests 
and  eggs  of  Mississippi  Valley  .Migrants 
breeding  in  north  i  e..  Warblers,  Sparrows, 
etc.  .1.  T.  FEi;i;V.Chicago.Ill.,Careof  Field 
Museum  of  Natural  History. 

FOR  SALE.— Deer  heads  for  mounting 
also  extra  scalps  and  antlers.  Prices  very 
reasonable.  Some  choice  game  bird  and 
mammal  skins  and  mounted  specimens. 

GKO.  F.  GUEL^\  Taxidermist,  Brockport, 
N.  Y. 

FREE:— Lessons  in  Taxidermy,  with  every 
?.5.00  order  of  Taxidermy,  or  over,  (iame 
heads,  rugs,  etc-,  for  sale.  SfifS  r)-2  for  Ex- 
change. K.  F.  MULLEN.  Expert  Taxider- 
mist, 509  N.  24th  St..  2d  floor.  South  Omaha. 
Nebr. 

W.VNTED:— (iood  photographs  of  nests 
and  eggs  of  the  following:  Any  warbler  nest- 
ing in  the  Northern  l".  S,;  also  of  \.  O.  V. 
Nos.  ,o5S,  567,  759  1^...  102.  .017.  722.  726.  J.  K. 
K^;l,■K^■,  I'Mcld  Museuu).  Chicago. 

I'oi;  i;.\'CHAN(iE.-A  numberof  genuine 
buffalo  horns,  tirst  class,  in  pairs  and  singles, 
for  sets  with  data.  W.  C.  PARKS,  701  Milli- 
gan  St.,  Crawfordsville.  Ind. 

WAXTED-Agood  .Magic  Lantern.  Offer 
in  exchange,  specimens  or  a  tine  camera.  ,J. 
o.  SNIDER,  Box  775.  Stanford  University, 
California.  _  

FOB  SALE  OR  EXCIL\NGE:— Have  two 
(iray  Wolf  pups  to  sell  or  exchaiige  for 
other  aninuils  or  fowls.  They  are  large, 
strong  specimens  and  are  as  gentle  and  play- 
ful as  dogs.  Write  for  full  description  to 
L.VKK  H.VKRIS.  .lay  Km.  Wyoming^ 

\\'.\.NTi:D:-.V  pair  of  Texas  Steer  Horns, 
unmounted.  If  you  have  any  for  sale,  write 
and  state  your  price.  S.\.MUEL  HUN'SIN- 
(;i';i;.  Taxidermist,  .•^ecor.  III. 

BOOKS  and  MAGAZINES 

Especially  pertaining  to  Ornithology  anil 
nature  study. 

Oologist  and  Taxidermists  Tools 

Write  me  just  what  you  want.  I  can  save 
you  money. 

BENJAMIN     HOAQ, 

Stephentown,  New  York. 
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THOMAS  H.  JACKSON. 

With  this  issue  we  present  a  like- 
ness of  the  well  known  Oologist,  Tho 
mas  H.  Jackson  of  West  Chester, 
Pennsylvania.  This  we  do  without 
his  knowledge  or  consent,  and  with 
"malice  aforethought." 

Mr.  Jackson  is  one  of  the  best 
known  oologists  of  the  United  States 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  subscribers  to 
this  magazine,  and  is  personally  known 
to  more  collectors  of  North  American 
birds  eggs  by  correspondence  than  per- 
haps any  other  man  in  America. 

Our  first  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Jackson  commenced  in  the  late  'SO's 
as  the  result  of  numerous  exchanges  of 
specimens  then  made  with  him.  Since 
that  time  we  have  had  more  or  less  a 
continuous  correspondence  and  inter- 
change of  specimens  and  notes,  and 
is  a  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  always  found  Mr.  Jack- 
son deserving  of  that  sturdy  reputa- 
tion for  absolute  integrity  and  fairness 
in  these  matters  which  is  know 
throughout  the  land.  Would  that  there 
were   many,   many   more   of  his   kind. 


SUBSCRIBERS. 

Our  old  friend  P.  G.  Howes,  Curator 
of  the  Maplewood  Museum  of  Natural 
Science  of  Stamford,  Connecticut, 
sends  the  "wherewith"  to  pay  for  two 
subscriptions  and  adds.,  "  These  sub- 
scriptions I  am  paying  myself,  but 
am  sure  that  they  will  both  renew  next 
year." 

If  every  subscriber  to  the  OOLO- 
GIST would  take  as  much  interest  in 
extending  the  subscription  list  and  do 
as  well  as  Brother  Howes,  we  would 
double  the  size  of  the  magazine  and 
commence  the  publication  of  colored 
plates. 


PASSENGER    PIGEONS. 

A   flock  of   fifty-five   of     the     "real 
thing"  passed  over  my  head  at  Chili 


Center,  Monroe  County  New  York  at 
9.30  this  morning  (August  6,  1909) 
flying  due  east  at  terrific  speed,  and 
not  over  one  hundred  feet  above 
ground. 

I've  been  "hearing"  about  them  for 
four  years  back,  but  have  only  one 
eyesight  record  of  a  pair  and  young 
in   ten   years,  imtil  this   find. 

Ernest  H.   Short. 


The  above  note  is  of  special  interest 
to  me  because  on  February  5th,  1909, 
some  twelve  miles  north  of  Lacon,  II- 
linis,  as  the  editor  drove  along  the 
road,  he  observed  a  flock  of  six  or 
eight  birds  which  at  first  he  took  for 
Passenger  Pigeons,  and  in  regard  to 
which  the  following  entry  in  our  bird 
journal  was  made  as  of  that  day. 

"Saw  a  flock  of  six  or  eight  Turtle 
Doves  up  at  the  mouth  of  Clear  Creek 
valley;  a  very  unusual  occurrence  for 
this  time  of  year.  I  first  took  them  for 
Wild  Pigeons,  and  am  not  yet  thor- 
oughly convinced  that  they  were  not. 
As  they  passed  me  going  at  a  very 
high  rate  of  speed  towards  the  South- 
east and  entered  the  timber  flying 
among  the  trees  in  a  compact  flock  and 
turning  and  twisting  as  I  never  have 
seen  doves  in  all  my  life.  They  ap- 
peared large  for  Turtle  Doves." 

Let  us  hope  that  the  Passenger  Pig- 
eon is  not  entirely  a  thing  of  the  past. 
—Ed. 


LOOK  OUT. 


We  would  advise  all  our  readers 
against  having  any  dealings  with  W. 
H.  Boose  of  Waupun,  Wisconsin. 


RUBY   THROATED   HUMINGBI  RDS. 


(Trochilus  colubris) 
Even  the  greatest  and  most  careful 
observers  sometimes  arrive  at  wrong 
conclusions.  It  is  in  the  February  1907, 
OUTING  that  John  Burroughs,  one  of 
America's    most   faithful     naturalists, 
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takes  to  task  some  Briertown,  N.  J., 
sketch  artist  who  has  penned  certain 
objectionable  nature  literature  for  Har- 
per's Magazine.  It  is  in  regard  to  the 
hummingbird  that  the  great  writer  be- 
came strenuous  in  showing  the  falsity 
of  some  supposed  observations.  While, 
in  truth,  lie  does  point  out  what  seem 
to  be  glaring  inaccuracies,  that  are 
actually   borne   out   by   observation. 

The  first  idea  he  attacks  is  that  the 
breeding  date  of  the  hummingbird  is 
chronologically  wrong  since  the  time 
is  set  when  the  mountain  and  meadow 
lilies  are  in  bloom.  Quoting  the  ex- 
act language  he  says:  "Xow  the  hum- 
mers nest  in  May  and  early  June  while 
the  mountain  lily  rarely  blooms  before 
July.  In  New  Jersey  it  may  bloom  in 
late  June  but  the  nesting  of  the  hum- 
mer will  be  correspondingly  early  or 
near  the  middle  of  May."  While  per- 
haps Mr.  Burrough's  observations  and 
reading  may  have  brought  him  to 
these  conclusions,  they  do  not  in  real- 
ity accord  with  facts  as  evidenced  by 
other  observers.  Mr.  R.  C.  Harlow  in 
the  October,  1906,  OOLOGIST,  has  the 
following  to  say:  "The  recent  arti- 
cle relative  to  the  nesting  of  the  Hum- 
mingbird calls  to  my  mind  a  nest 
which  I  examined  in  1904.  On  Aug- 
ust 20,  it  contained  two  hatching  eggs. 
Built  10  feet  up  on  a  horizontal  hem- 
lock limb  and  very  deep.  Place,  Wash- 
ington County,  Md."  This  instance 
shows  that  in  Maryland  the  hummer 
breeds  later  than  June.  If  this  were 
the  only  case  in  which  the  ruby-throat 
breeds  later  than  May  or  early  June 
Mr.  Burroughs  might  hold  that  this 
was  an  exception  to  the  rule  or  that 
the  observer  was  mistaken.  However, 
in  Kansas  at  about  the  same  latitude 
as  Maryland  and  two  weeks  further 
south  than  Northern  New  Jersey,  the 
writer  has  made  rather  complete  notes 
in  regard  to  the  Hummingbird.  About 
ten  years  ago,  personally,  he  found  and 


collected  two  .sets  of  eggs  together 
with  the  nests.  This  was  before  he  be- 
gan to  preserve  notes.  The  first  was 
about  May  20th  and  the  second  in 
June. 

The  dates  in  the  following  tend  to 
show  that  Mr.  Murrough's  chronology 
is  not  beyond  question.  Observe  the 
dates.  The  exact  language  has  been 
retained,  even  where  there  are  poorly 
constructed  sentences  or  mistakes  in 
the  use  of  the  English  language.  In 
the  writers'  note  book,  June  24th,  1906, 
he  finds  the  following  reference  to  the 
Hummingbird:  "This  afternoon  Ralph 
Oilman  and  I  went  out  north.  I  start- 
ed and  met  Ralph.  After  talking  a  bit 
he  decided  to  go  with  me.  We  went 
straight  over  the  hills.  *  *  *  Above. 
the  "Cave,"  we  heard  a  Hummingbird 
making  quite  a  fuss  and  we  both  be- 
gan to  watch  it.  We  were  sure  that 
there  must  be  a  nest.  Sure  enough! 
The  bird  flew  to  a  small  hickory  limb 
just  above  our  heads,  and  we  both 
saw  at  the  same  time,  the  small  lichen- 
covered  knot  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
branch.  The  limb  was  hardly  larger 
than  my  thumb,  if  as  large.  The 
nest  was  on  a  small  leaning  hickory, 
sticking  out  over  the  bank.  Climbing 
up  the  bank,  we  could  not  see  to  the 
bottom  of  the  nest;  though  it  was  con- 
sideiably  lower  than  our  heads;  so  I 
climbed  u])  into  a  small  tree  and  look- 
ed down.  There  were  two  small  bean- 
like eggs.  We  did  not  try  to  get 
them." 

"July  9,  1906.  Saturday  morning 
(July  7)  I  went  to  the  woods  with  El- 
mer Monahan.  He  had  found  a  couple 
of  hummingbirds'  nests  and  wanted 
me  to  take  a  i)icture  of  one  of  them. 
We  drove  down  over  the  "Big  Hill." 
*  *  *  *  We  next  turned  in  west  and 
came  up  on  old  wood  road  to  the  side 
of  a  deep  embankment,  to  the  region 
of  the  first  hummer's  nest.  *  *  *  * 
He   had   told   me   it   was   in   an   iron- 
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wood  tree,  so  I  began  to  look  among 
the  number  of  trees  of  this  kind  that 
stood  all  around.  By  and  by,  I  saw 
the  object  of  my  search  on  a  small, 
slender  limb,  smaller  than  my  little 
finger.  The  nest  was  lichen-coated 
and  the  gray  of  the  lichens  blended 
well  with  the  limb  and  sky.  I  climb- 
ed up.  There  was  nothing  in  it.  *  *  * 
He  handed  me  his  hatchet  and  I  cut 
off  the  limb.  I  could  tell  that  it  had 
been  used  because  of  the  excrement 
left  in  the  bottom  by  the  young.  *  *  * 
Taking  the  nest  back  to  the  buggy,  we 
then  followed  down  the  steep-banked 
ravine  to  the  nest  of  his  other  hum- 
mingbird. It  was  also  in  an  iron-wood 
tree,  or  rather,  bush.  The  tree  was 
about  as  large  as  my  wrist  and  the 
long  slender  branch,  on  which  the  nest 
was  situated,  was  about  twenty  feet 
above  the  bed  of  the  ravine  and  about 
twelve  feet  from  the  nearest  bank. 
The  old  bird  was  not  at  home  when 
we  went  there,  so  I  planted  my  cam- 
era with  the  long  focus,  so  as  to  take 
in  the  whole  limb.  The  clear  sky  was 
the  back  ground.  While  waiting,  El- 
mer climbed  up  a  small  oak  tree  that 
over-looked  the  nest  and  saw  the  two 
eggs.  We  could  occasionally  hear  the 
hum  of  the  bird  as  she  flew  about  to 
see  if  the  land  was  clear.  Finally  she 
began  to  fly  about  the  nest  and  settled 
down  on  it  without  a  second's  halt. 
Her  motions  were  so  rapid  that  it  was 
hard  to  follow  her  with  the  eyes.  Af- 
ter trying  two  plates,  we  decided  to 
go  up  the  branch  of  Coal  Creek  to 
the  nest  Ralph  and  I  had  found  two 
weeks  before. 

"After  following  the  stream  a  ways, 
we  heard  a  hummingbird,  and  began, 
at  once  to  scan  the  available  limbs  for 
the  nest.  After  a  search  of  five  or 
ten  minutes,  Elmer  found  it  out  on  the 
limb  of  a  small  tree,  and  about  fif- 
teen feet  from  the  ground.  Elmer 
climbed  to  it,  and  found  it  empty. 


"Next  we  went  on  up  the  stream  and 
when  within  about  fifty  yards  of  the 
place  where  Ralph  and  I  had  found 
our  nest,  I  heard  what  I  thought  to  be 
the  buzz  of  a  hummingbird.  Looking 
up  into  the  elm  tree,  whose  branches 
over-hung  the  creek  bed  in  which  I 
was  walking,  I  descried  the  nest.  It 
was  so  low  that  I  could  pull  down  the 
branch  and  see  the  two  small  white 
eggs.  Elmer  wanted  the  eggs  for  the 
]\Iuseum  (Baker  University)  and  I 
wanted  the  nest;  so  I  had  him  shoot 
the  female  after  we  had  taken  the 
eggs  and  nest.  I  expect  to  take  a  pic- 
ture of  the  nest,  eggs  and  bird,  which 
Elmer  is  going  to  mount  on  one  of  the 
limbs  by  the  nest. 

"After  getting  the  specimens  pack- 
ed away  we  went  to  my  first  humming- 
bird's nest,  the  one  Ralph  and  I  had 
found.  The  eggs  had  been  hatched 
and  there  were  two  little  bits  of  birds, 
smaller  than  the  tips  of  my  finger. 
The  down  was  beginning  to  show  on 
their  backs  and  one  could  see  two 
rows  of  yellowish  golden  spots  run- 
ning down  their  backs  almost  like  the 
stripes  of  young  quails  or  chickens. 

"In  all,  we  saw  five  hummingbirds' 
nests.  Three  of  them  were  in  us6.  we 
secured  on  the  trip,  two  humming- 
birds' nests,  two  eggs  and  one  bird, 
besides  a  tanger's  nest  and  two  Bells' 
Greenlets.  Had  we  desired  to  do  so, 
we  could  have  collected  the  other  set 
of  hummingbird's  eggs.  We  went,  rath- 
er to  get  a  picture  of  the  nest,  with 
an  old  bird  on  the  nest.  However,  the 
plates  were  not  good." 

From  these  notes  it  would  seem 
that,  if  Mr.  Burroughs  correctly  dated 
the  flowers,  in  Kansas  and  Maryland, 
the  hummingbird  builds  late  enough 
for  the  structural  process  to  take 
place  when  the  mountain  and  meadow 
lilies  bloom. 

Now  as  to  another  instance  in  which 
Mr.  Burrough's  observations  have  not 
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beeu  carried  as  far  as  his  conclusions. 
Admitting  that  he  may  be  corrrct  in 
finding  a  nest  made  of  wood  pulp  with- 
out foundation  in  nature,  it  is  evident 
that  he  goes  too  far  in  his  conclusion 
in  the  following  paragraph:  "And 
this  nest  when  completed  holds  water 
like  a  cup.  A  passing  shower  f.Us  it 
and  drowns  the  eggs  and  the  mother 
is  obliged  to  build  a  new  nest!  Thiiik 
of  a  bird's  nest  that  would  fill  with 
water  and  stay  full  whenever  it  rain- 
ed I  How  long  would  a  race  of  birds, 
that  build  such  watertight  nests,  sur- 
vive? A  bird's  nest  will  not  hold  wat- 
er as  well  as  a  boy's  straw  hat — not 
even  the  mud-lined  nest  of  the  robin." 
Now  while  Mr.  Burroughs  does  not 
asseit  in  positive  terms  that  the  hum- 
mingbird's nest  will  not  hold  water,  it 
seems  that  he  intended  to  convey  that 
impression.  Mr.  Burroughs  is  hardly 
the  man  to  retreat  behind  the  mere 
technicality  of  words.  At  first  read- 
ing, a  question  at  once  rose  as  to 
whether  the  conclusion  had  been 
reached  by  actual  test.  Having  in  a 
box,  ready  to  send  to  a  friend,  a  nest 
of  the  ruby-throat  taken  July  7,  1907, 
the  writer  proceeded  at  once  to  try 
the  experiment.  Filling  the  nest  full 
of  water  ic  was  entirely  emptied  in 
less  than  a  minute.  But  this  nest  was 
one  that  was  loose  on  the  limb  and  it 
was  thought  that  this  condition  might 
render  it  more  seive-like.  But  having 
in  his  possesion  a  very  fine  nest  which 
was  taken  June  20,  1907,  and  contain- 
ing two  eggs,  it  was  with  hesitancy 
that  he  tried  the  experiment  on  this. 
Wetting  would  not  improve  it,  to  say 
the  least.  Anyway  on  the  afternoon 
of  Aug.  14.  1907,  at  three  o'clock,  he 
filled  the  nest  with  i)ure  water.  The 
water  stood  all  that  afternoon,  all  the 
next  night  and  until  after  eleven 
o'clock  the  next  <lay.  Between  that 
time  and  one  o'clock  the  water  soaked 
through    the   nest   and    ran   down    the 


limb  which  was  still  wet  when  dis- 
covered. The  nest  held  water  for  at 
least  twenty  hours.* 

However,  this  article  is  not  intended 
to  merely  criticise;  but  it  also  aims 
to  show  as  much  of  the  hummingbird 
life  as  is  warranted  by  the  writer's  ob- 
servations; so  for  the  sake  of  added 
information,  the  data  in  connection 
with  this  water-tight  nest  is  given. 
"Collected  June  20,  1907,  three  miles 
northwest  of  Baldwin,  Kansas.  Nest 
in  a  burr  oak  growing  on  bank  of  a 
stream.  So  low  that  one  could  pull 
down  the  limb  while  in  the  bed  of  the 
stream.  Nest  composed  of  lichens  fas- 
tened together  with  spider  webs  and 
lined  with  silky  down  from  some  kind 
of  seed,  like  dandelion  or  milkweed, 
(maybe  from  sycamore  balls).  Depth, 
outside,  1  3-4-  inches;  inside,  3-4  inches. 
Diameter;  outside,  1  3-4  by  1  1-2 
inches;  inside,  1  by  3-4  inch.  Two  eggs 
in  the  nest.  Incubation  well  advanc- 
ed. Nest  was  found  June  10th  and 
contained  one  egg.  The  female  kept 
flying  around  as  the  limb  with  the  nest 
was  being  cut  off." 

His  diary  further  shows  several 
other  references. 

"June  20,  1907.  Also  found  another 
hummingbird  building.  She  would 
bring  a  little  piece  of  lichen  and  put 
it  on  the  edge  of  the  nest  and  then, 
while  holding  it  in  her  bill,  would  give 
it  a  shake  to  tangle  it  in  the  spider 
webbs.  Then  she  would  settle  down 
into  the  nest  and  turn  around,  shap- 
ing it  with  her  breast."  (This  is  the 
leaky  one.  first  filled  with  water.) 

"June  30,  1907.  Visited  humming- 
bii-d's  nest  found  on  20th.  Nest  appar- 
ently done.  Did  not  look  in.  Also 
found  another  nest  of  the  ruby-throat 
about  ten  feet  from  the  ground  on  a 
small  limb  three  feet  from  the  trunk 
of  the  small  burr  oak.  It  contained 
young  birds  half  grown." 

The    following     notes      taken      Aug. 
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24,  1902,  give  a  further  picture  of  ttie 
feeding  habits  of  this  pretty  little 
creature:  "At  last  I  come  to  a  beauti- 
ful place  where  the  jewel  weed  or  wild 
touch-me-not  fill  the  space  not  occu- 
pied by  the  new  growth  of  sprouts. 
Both  varieties  are  here,  the  yellow 
and  the  orange;  and  I  simply  stand 
and  look.  The  bees  and  butterflies 
keep  up  their  constant  fiutteiing.  Sud- 
denly there  comes  the  sound  as  of  a 
four-horse  power  bumble-bee.  There 
is  a  stir  among  the  touch-me-nots.  It 
is  a  ruby-throated  hummingbird.  See 
it  poised,  probing  into  the  secrets  of 
the  blossoms.  It  starts,  rises  above 
the  verdui-e  and  hangs  with  tail  out- 
spread, the  pulsating  wings  looking 
like  the  spokes  of  a  fast-revolving 
wheel.  The  foliage  below  stirs  by  the 
breeze  of  it's  wings.  It's  head  turns 
and  it's  eyes  look  straight  into  mine. 
But  it  sees  nothing  there  that  is  un- 
friendly; so,  it  commences  again,  but 
a  few  feet  away  to  ^ass  from  flower 
to  flower.  Over  to  the  north  another 
buzzing  and  theie  hangs  a  male  bird, 
the  beautiful  green  bcdy  glistening  in 
the  sunlight  and  the  ruby-throat  shin- 
ing against  it  like  a  gorgeous  jewel. 
It  darts  away  and  lights  on  a  dead 
branch  of  a  sycamore  tree  in  the  bed 
of  the  stream.  A  pair  of  them  fly 
past  with  a  buzz  and  they  light  on  a 
tall  horse  weed  over  on  the  east  side. 
A  big  black  butterfly,  with  long 
streamers  behind,  floats  high  across 
the  scene  and  disappears  among  the 
trees  to  the  east.  Another  female 
hummer  comes  up  close  to  me  and 
l)oises  herself  in  the  air  as  if  to  see 
whether  I  would  make  a  good  perch. 
Deciding  in  the  negative,  away  she 
darts  and  lights  on  the  limb  of  a  hop- 
hornbeam  that  overleans  the  stream. 
Hummingbirds  seem  to  be  everywhere. 
A  sparrow  flits  from  one  bush  to  an- 
other and  looks  comparatively  like  a 
crow.  *  *  *  1   would   be   satisfied   if   I 


could  just  stay  here  always  and  listen 
to  the  mingling  sounds  and  watch  the 
matchless  spread  of  blossoms,  birds 
and  bees.  But  I  move  on  trying  to 
follow  the  hummingbirds  as  they 
speed  out  into  the  timber  and  dart 
back  for  new  nectar.  So  I  start, 
breaking  the  brush-end  from  a  little 
sapling  that  had  been  cut  down,  and 
with  the  large  end  I  strike  the  trees 
along  my  path.  But  if  there  are  any 
nests,  the  owners  are  evidently  out  on 
a  loiaging  trip." 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the  hum- 
mingbirds are  especially  fond  of  red 
flowers.  They  are  seen  most  frequent- 
ly, in  this  region,  around  honey  suckle, 
trumpet  vine,  gladiolus,  and  wild 
touch-me-nots,  though  they  visit  many 
small  inconspicuous  wild  flowers.  The 
probabilities  are  that  the  humming- 
bird has  the  color  sense  well  develop- 
ed and  at  once  distinguishes  the  bright 
colors. 

The  Ruby-throat,  of  the  fifteen  re- 
cognized species  in  North  America,  is 
the  only  one  whose  geographical  dis- 
tribution is  general  over  the  eastern 
United  States.  It  has  been  noted  nest- 
ing as  late  as  June  24th,  in  Michigan. 
This  would  lead  one  to  think  that  it 
I'aises  two  broods  each  year  even  that 
far  north.  If  this  be  true,  in  New  Jer- 
sey early  July  would  be  just  about 
the  right  time  for  the  second  genera- 
tion. Red  birds  have  reared  as  many 
as  three  sets  and  some  other  birds, 
when  the  first  clutch  is  destroyed,  at 
once  build  again;  and,  sometimes  dur- 
ing a  single  summer,  lay  as  many  as 
four  settings. 

Now  just  a  word  in  regard  to  all  ob- 
servations. One  may  draw  positive 
conclusions  from  actual  observations; 
but  to  say  that  a  thing  is  impossible 
or  preposterous  presupposes  a  know- 
ledge universal.  Birds  of  the  same 
species  differ  in  nesting  habits.  Tur- 
tle doves  nest  both  on  the  ground  and 
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in  trees.  Robins  have  been  known  to 
buil;l  on  the  ground  and  under  sheds. 
There  is  individuality  in  birds,  as  in' 
men.  Tiiey  adapt  themselves  to  condi- 
tions. One  hummingbird  composed  a 
nest  entirely  of  cotton,  being  provid- 
ed with  this  comodity  by  a  human 
friend.  English  sparrows,  when  the 
population  crowds  them  from  dwell- 
ings, build  a  straw  ball,  with  a  hole 
in  the  side,  in  the  tops  of  trees.  In 
California  a  quail  is  recorded  as  hav- 
ing built  a  nest  in  a  tree.  There  are 
geniuses  among  birds  as  among  men; 
and  the  freaks  of  nature  mean  that 
either  contlitions,  force  birds  to  act  in 
new  strange  ways  or  that  by  voluntary 
choice  they  progress  and  improve 
their  surroundings. 

*The  Ruby-throat,  as  far  as  the  ob- 
server's experience  goes,  builds  its 
nest  under  a  protecting  leaf,  which 
acts  as  a  roof  in  time  of  rain.  He 
has  observed  fourteen  nests,  in  each 
one  of  which,  the  protecting  leaf 
seems  to  have  been  the  determining 
factor  in  the  choice  of  nesting  sites. 
Quite  a  number  of  these  have  been 
observed  since  writing  the  above  ar- 
ticle in  1907. 

ARTHER  BRIDWELL, 

Baldwin,  Kansas. 


From  Crawfordville,  Indiana. 

Dec.  27,  1908— Saw  Tufted  Titmouse, 
Kingfisher,  Slate-colored  Junco. 

Dec.  29,  1908— Cardinal,  pair. 
Jan.   4,   1909 — Downey    Woodpecker. 

Jan.  18,  1909 — Cardinal,  feeding  on 
dried  grapes  in  vines,  six  inches  o£ 
snow. 

January  19,  1909 — First  Robin  of 
season. 

April  5.  1909 — Screech  Owl,  nest  in 
hole  in  Beech  tree  fifteen  feet  from 
ground,  in  College  grounds.  Five  eggs. 
This  I  watched  until  the  young  had 
left  the  nest.  The  last  time  I  saw 
them,    all    five    were    sitting    side    by 


side  on  an  iron  railing  around  a  cel- 
lar stairway  one  evening. 

April  18,  1909— Red-bellied  Wood- 
pecker. 

May  20,  1909— Hairy  W^oodpecker, 
nest  in  willow  stub  eight  feet  from 
ground;  three  eggs.  Green  Heron, 
two  nests;  one  in  elm  twenty-five  feet 
from  ground;  platform  of  sticks,  two 
eggs;  fresh.  The  other  nest  was  in 
a  thorny  locust  fifteen  feet  from 
ground,  large  nest  of  sticks,  six  eggs, 
nearly  ready  to  hatch. 

American  Redstart,  nest  in  elm 
sapling,  six  feet  from  ground;  one  egg. 

Aug.  17,  1909 — Was  on  the  creek, 
saw  a  man  hauling  gravel.  He  said 
"See  that  big  buzzard  on  that  dead 
sycamore;  it  has  been  around  here  all 
week."  I  looked  and  it  proved  to  be 
a  Bald  Eagle.  I  never  saw  it  after, 
although  went  over  the  same  ground 
for  several  days  afterward. 

August  27,  1909 — While  out  fishing 
saw  a  Great  Blue  Heron.  First  I 
have  seen  here  since  1905,  when  I  saw 
a  pair. 

On  Monday,  August  30th,  my  Broth- 
er-in-law found  a  bird  of  this  species 
with  one  wing  shot  and  mangled.  It 
was  ill  a  hay  field.  As  I  could  not 
mount  it,  we  turned  it  loose  in  the 
woods  along  the  creek. 

W.   C.   Parks, 
Crawfordville,  Ind. 


HAWKS, 

Altho, among  naturalists, it  is  general- 
ally  supposed  that.looking  from  a  scie 
tific  stand-point,  the  larger  hawks  do 
comparatively  little  harm  to  the  poul- 
try-raiser, and  which  from  my  own 
experience,  I  think,  is  the  proper  way 
to  look  at  it,  since  these  birds  destroy 
so  many  destructive  rodents,  that  if 
lelt  to  multiply,  would  be  much  more 
liarmrul  than  the  hawks.  Yet  from  my 
f)\vii  laiowledgo.  1  knew  that  the  Broad- 
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wing,  as  well  as  the  Red-tail  and 
Swainson  hawks,  do,  occasionally  prey 
upon   poultry. 

On  July  17.  1909,  while  out  in 
search  of  a  cuckoo's  nest,  I  was  sud- 
denly surprised  to  see  a  hawk,  which 
I  supposed  to  be  a  Broad-wing,  fly 
up  from  a  patch  of  weeds  just  ahead 
of  me.  Thinking  that  this  hawk  might 
make  a  good  specimen  and  hoping  to 
ascertain  the  exact  kind  of  raptore 
it  was,  I  secured  my  rifle  and,  for 
about  an  hour,  sat  huddled  up  in  the 
dense  foliage  of  a  nearby  cedar-tree. 
Then  looking  up  1  spied  the  bird  care- 
fully surveying  the  ground  about  his 
prey.  After  about  twenty  minutes  of 
circling  about,  he  sailed  slowly  down 
on  to  his  prey,  a  large,  fat  hen,  which 
he  had  killed  just  prior  to  my  com- 
ing. Waiting  the  chosen  moment,  I 
pulled  the  trigger,  and  upon  picking 
him  up,  I  found  that  I  had  secured  a 
large  male  in  fine  plumage  of  the  spe- 
cies, Buteo  playpterus. 

Again  on  Oct.  12,  08,  while  on  one 
of  my  journeys  thru  the  woods,  just 
as  I  was  entering  an  adjoining  mea- 
dow, I  saw  a  good-sized  hawk  fly  up 
from  the  ground  a  short  distance  away. 
Going  over  to  the  place,  I  found  that 
a  pullet  had  strayed  too  far  from  the 
barn-yard  and  thereby  had  experienc- 
ed the  fate  of  many  a  rabbit.  Noi 
knowing  what  kind  of  hawk  it  was,  1 
decided  to  set  a  steel  trap  beside  the 
part  of  the  body  that  had  been  eaten 
and  covering  well  with  leaves,  I  re- 
tired to  the  timber  to  await  the  hawk's 
return.  In  about  twenty  minutes  the 
bird  returned  and  perched  on  the  dead 
limb  of  a  nearby  tree.  Then  after  a 
few  minutes  had  past,  he  sailed  down, 
and  on  alighting  placed  both  feet  on 
the  jaws  of  the  trap.  Hurrying  to 
the  scene,  I  found  that  I  had  caught  an 
immature  Swainson,  i)robably  a  fe- 
male. 

On   another   occasion   while   looking 


thru  a  plum-thicket  in  search  of  a 
Bell  Vireo's  nest,  I  noticed  a  large 
Red-tail  swoop  down  onto  a  full  grown 
hen,  but  being  a  short  distance  away, 
1  succeeding  in  frightening  him  away 
before  he  had  killed  her. 

JEROME  BURNETT, 
Nebraska  City,  Nebr. 
Nobody  has  ever  disputed  but  that 
most  of  the  larger  hawks  occasional- 
ly take  a  chicken,  and  it  is  generally 
known  that  the  Broad  Winged  Hawk 
is  an  injurious  species,  but  the  Red- 
tail  and  its  Immediate  relatives  includ- 
ing the  Swainson's,  are  far  more  bene- 
ficial than  injurious,  and  every  per- 
son who  destroys  any  hawk  of  this 
kind  is  committing  an  irreparable  in- 
jury to  the  extent  of  taking  the  life 
of  one  highly  valuable  bird. — Ed. 


FROM    THE    ISLE    OF    PINES. 


Cuban  Oriole  (Icterus  hypomclas.) 
Length  S  in.,  wing,  3.4  in.,  male.  Gen- 
eral color  black;  shoulders,  under 
wing  coverts,  lower  back,  upper  tail 
converts  and  tibiae,  bright  yellow;  un- 
der tail  coverts,  black  and  yellow; 
bill,  legs  and  feet  bluish,  shading  to 
black.  Female  and  immature,  very 
similar  to  other  female  orioles. 

This  common  bird  is  tamer  and 
more  confiding  than  our  Northern  or- 
ioles. It  is  usually  found  in  little  par- 
ties of  six  to  eight  and  may  be  seen 
in  the  woods  along  the  arroyas  and 
rivers  and  in  fact  any  place  but  in  the 
pine  woods.  This  Oriole  is  fond  of  be- 
ing in  porch  vines  and  does  great  ser- 
vice by  destroying  green  worms  which 
generally  abount  in  such  places,  and 
when  thus  occupied  it  seems  to  have 
but  little  fear  of  man  and  allows  one 
to  stay  close  by  and  watch  it.  They 
also  sometimes  come  under  the  porch 
roof  to  shelter  from  the  storm. 

Zenaida  Dove  (Zenaida  zenaida)  is 
our  commonest  pigeon.    It  is  found  al- 
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most  everywhere,  both  in  the  pine 
woods  and  in  the  orange  groves. 
Among  the  natives  it  is  known  as  "El 
bobo"(  meaning  fool)  because  when 
one  of  them  is  shot,  the  others  fly 
about  and  alight  near  by  and  several 
can  be  shot  before  the  flock  takes 
alarm.  They  are  becoming  a  little 
more  educated  now  that  Americans 
are  settling  here  and  sometimes  they 
are  quite  an  important  factor  as  food. 
Their  flesh  is  sweet  and  tender.  This 
is  one  large  tract  here  known  as  "El 
Bobo"  because  of  the  large  number  of 
these  doves  found  here.  They  are  pro- 
tected from  February  to  August  and 
as  they  raise  several  broods  in  a  sea- 
son, they  stand  a  pretty  good  chance 
to  hold  their  own.  The  orange  grow- 
ers are  glad  to  have  them  around  as 
they  do  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the 
groves  by  eating  injurious  weed  seeds 
as  well  as  insects. 

The  Simpkin  (Aramus  gigantus)  one 
of  our  locally  comomn  birds  is  to  be 
found  here  along  most  of  the  arroyas 
and  rivers.  In  the  early  morning  and 
late  afternoon  this  peculiar  wader 
may  be  seen  standing  at  the  water's 
edge  fishing.  Upon  approach  it  will 
try  to  get  out  of  sight  by  running  in- 
to the  jungle,  but  if  the  intruder 
comes  too  close,  it  will  rise  in  heavy 
flight  uttering  loud  discordant  ci'oaks. 
Even  late  into  the  night  the  Simpkin 
may  be  heard  and  from  my  observa- 
tions, there  seems  to  be  much  individ- 
uality in  their  voices.  The  flesh,  al- 
though a  little  strong,  is  not  unpal- 
atable and  locally  it  is  known  as 
"Crane,"  among  the  Americans,  and 
"Gnua,"  among  the  natives. 

Ruddy  Quail  Dove  (Geotrygon  mon- 
tana.)  This  is  quite  an  interesting 
bird.  My  first  impressions  were  that 
it  was  rare,  but  as  I  got  around  more 
into  the  jungles  I  found  that  it  was 
fairly  common.  It  loves  the  dark  tan- 
gles and  feeds  almost  entirely  on  the 


ground.  When  flushed  it  reminds  you 
of  a  Ruffed  Grouse,  except  that  the 
whirl  of  wings  is  absent,  its  flight  be- 
ing noiseless.  It  flies  but  a  short  dis- 
tance, generally  placing  a  tree  between 
you  and  it,  and  lights  either  on  the 
ground  or  a  blown  down  tree  trunk. 
Its  flesh  is  tender  and  quite  gamey. 
The  natives  call  it  "Perdy." 

A.   C.   READ, 
IMcKinley,   Isle   of   Pines, 

Cuba. 


THE   CROW    AS    A    RAPTORE. 


The  reading  of  Mr.  R.  P.  Sharpless' 
notes  in  the  last  OOLOGIST  about  a 
Crow  carrying  off  a  young  Black  Bird, 
reminds  me  of  a  similar  incident  that 
occured  last  spring.  Two  young 
friends  of  mine  were  driving  along  a 
road  that  skirts  the  Brandywine  mea- 
dows. They  noticed  a  Crow  flying 
very  low  and  trying  to  rise  with  some- 
thing in  its  claws.  A  large  rabbit  was 
following  and  si)ringing  from  the 
gi-ound  trying  to  reach  the  Crow. 

Their  near  approach  frightened  the 
Crow  and  it  dropped  the  young  rabbit, 
which  escaped  in  the  grass,  apparent- 
ly uninjured. 

Two  years  ago  I  noticed  rather  an 
unusual  departure  of  the  Purple 
(Jrackle  from  its  usual  habits.  A 
large  male  that  was  feeding  in  the 
meadow  beside  the  stream,  attempted 
to  seize  a  good  sized  Green  frog.  Af- 
ter a  strenuous  tussel  the  frog  escap- 
ed to  the  water  and  was  safe. 

THOMAS  H.  JACKSO.X. 

West  Chester,  Pa. 


BIRD   NOTES. 


...\s  the  season  now  is  substantially 
over,  we  trust  that  our  subscribers 
will  divide  the  pleasure  of  their  sum- 
mer experience  with  our  readers  by 
furnishing  us  many  interesting  notes 
tor  the  coming  fall   and   winter.     We 
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Wood  Thrush  Nest. 

The  above  is  a  half  tone  of  a  very  remarkable  Wood  Thrush  nest  photoed  at 
West  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  by  Thomas  H.  Jackson,  in  the  Spring  of;  1909. 
The  nest  was  decorated,  as  is  seen,  by  strippings  of  rags  and  paper,  making  it 
not  only  a  very  conspicuous  object,  but  t  very  beautiful  specimen. 
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have  no  doubt  but  that  many,  many 
very  interesting  things  have  been 
learned,  and  vahiable  observations 
taken  this  season,  and  it  would  be  a 
pleasure  to  publish  them  if  forwarded 
to  us. 


NOTES  FROM  WEST  CHESTER,  PA, 


Notwithstanding  the  continued  abun- 
dance of  the  English  Sparrow  here,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  our  native 
birds  are  holding  their  own,  and  in  a 
few  cases  are  on  the  increase. 

We  have  eight  or  ten  fine  colonies 
of  Martins  that  are  welcomed  each 
spi'ing,  their  landlords  generally  hav- 
ing their  quarters  cleaned  out  of  Spar- 
row nests,  and  giving  them  an  equal 
change  with  the  sparrows.  Often 
they  settle  down  to  housekeeping 
side  by  side  in  apparent  harmony, 
though  at  first  they  have  some  hard 
fought  battles  in  which  the  Martins 
generally  come  off  victorious. 

Quite  a  number  of  Carolina  Wrens 
remain  with  us  during  the  winter  and 
occasionally  a  pair  of  Tufted  Tits.  The 
Wrens  are  particularly  welcome  as 
they  sing  almost  constantly  during 
the  late  winter  and  early  spring. 

Cardinals  are  more  numerous  in  the 
surrounding  country  than  they  were 
twenty  years  ago. 

Red-eyed,  Warbling  and  Yellow- 
throated  Vireos  and  Baltimore  Orioles 
are  regular  breeders  in  the  Public 
Park  of  our  town. 

This  season  a  pair  of  Blue  Jays  also 
nested  in  the  Park  and  raised  a  brood 
of  young. 

The  Wood  Thrush  has  become  a  reg- 
ular summer  resident  in  town  within 
the  last  few  years,  and  probably  a 
dozen  pairs  of  them  nest  each  year 
scattered  through  different  sections, 
frequently  nesting  in  the  most  public 
places.  One  nest  I  knew  of  over-hung 
one  of  the  most  traveled  streets  and 
another  was  so  close  to  the  house  that 


you  could  reach  it  from  the  porch  roof. 
The  Wood  Thrush  seems  to  leave  all 
its  wildness  in  the  country  and  be- 
comes our  tamest  bird — too  tame  in 
fact  to  avoid  its  only  enemy  here — 
the  house  cat. 

The  Robin  is  our  most  abundant 
bird,  hundreds  of  i)airs  of  them  nest- 
ing in  almost  any  conceivable  place 
about  town,  and  with  the  early  dawn 
they  raise  such  a  racket  that  they 
drown  the  songs  of  all  the  other  birds 
until  they  become  almost  a  nuisance. 

In  the  Raptores,  our  town  is  well 
rei)resented  by  numerous  pairs  of 
Screech  Owls  scattered  through  every 
section,  where  old  trees  afford  a  con- 
venient home,  and  I  have  a  very 
strong  suspicion  that  a  large  part  of 
their  food  comes  from  the  hordes  of 
sparrows  that  infest  the  ivy  covered 
walls  and  the  favorite  rendezvous  of 
these  little  pests. 

A  pair  of  these  owls  annually  bring 
out  a  brood  of  young  in  the  Park, 
nesting  in  hollow  limbs  or  in  the  boxes 
put  up  for  gray  squirrels. 

THOMAS  H.  .lACKSON, 

West  Chester,  Pa. 


THE  REDSTART. 


I  must  say  I  think  THE  OOLOGIST 
has  imi)roved.  I  looked  in  an  Ameri- 
can Redstart's  nest  this  Spring  and 
saw  five  nice  fresh  eggs;  the  first  set 
I  ever  saw  and  have  been  wandering 
the  field  for  twenty  years. 

A.  E.  KIBBE, 
Mayville,  N.  Y. 

We  get  many  communications  be- 
tinning  as  the  above  does.  The  Red- 
start is  one  of  the  commonest,  if  not 
the  commonest  of  all  the  breeding 
warblers  in  the  vicinity  of  Lacon.  In 
the  season,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
for  a  person  to  see  from  ten  to  two 
dozen  nests  in  the  course  of  one  day 
in  the  woods. — Ed. 
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The  Cuban  Meadowlark. 

I  enclose  a  photo  of  a  nest  of  a  Cuban 
Meadow  Lark.  This  photo  was  taken 
by  me  in  the  "Mayari"  Pine  woods  on 
May  23,  1909.  These  pine  woods  are 
some  eighteen  hundred  feet  above  sea 
level.  They  grow  (the  pines)  on  an 
extensive  mining  property  (Iron  ore) 
belonging  to  the  Spanish  American 
Iron  Company  of  New  York.  The 
earth  is  naturally  very  red  and  near- 
ly all  the  birds  that  live  largely  on 
the  ground,  are  stained  red  or  rusty, 
making  them  appear  much  darker 
than  they  are  in  other  localities. 
CHARLES  T.  RAMSDEN, 

Guautanamo,  Cuba. 
The  photo  sent  is  not  clear  enough 
from  which  to  make  a  good  half  tone, 
which  we  would  very  gladly  do  for 
the  benefit  of  our  readers.  In  gener- 
al appearance  it  is  a  typical  nest  of 
the  Meadow  Lark,  but  unusual  of 
course  as  to  location,  as  is  shown  by 
the   above    note. 


Occurrence  of  Lincoln's  Sparrow. 

The  morning  of  May  14th  was  rainy, 
but  birds  were  singing  everywhere,  so 
I  took  a  short  tramp  and  luckily  took 
my  gun  along. 

At  a  place  along  the  river  where 
thorn  trees,  alders  and  small  brush 
was  plentiful,  I  noticed  among  others, 
a  bird  that  I  at  first  took  to  be  a 
song  sparrow.  It  flew  from  some 
brush  to  a  little  tree  and  a  second 
glance  showed  it  to  be  rather  small 
for  a  Song  Sparrow.  Looking  closely 
I  noticed  markings  on  the  breast  but 
failed  to  see  the  usual  dark  blotch  of 
the  Song  Sparrow's  breast.  The  bird 
was  shy  and  kept  close  to  the  trunk. 
I  could  not  get  an  unobstructed  view, 
but  soon  became  convinced  that  it  was 
not  a  Song  Sparrow. 

A  shot  secured  the  specimen,  which 
proved  to  be  a  male  Lincoln's  Spar- 
row, the  first  I  have  any  record  of 
here. 

R.  B.  SIMPSON, 
Warren,  Pa. 


Notes  on  the  Least  Tern. 

I  paid  a  visit  .luly  24th  to  the  col- 
ony of  Least  Terns  nesting  on  the 
beach  between  Newport  and  Hunting- 
ton beaches,  Orange  County,  Gal. 
The  place  is  an  ideal  one  for  these 
birds;    there  being  a     long     strip     of 


sandy  beach  broken  up  by  sand  dunes, 
with  the  Pacific  on  one  side  and  a  salt 
marsh  on  the  other. 

The  colony  has  increased  material- 
ly since  last  May,  there  now  being 
about  six  hundred  pairs  of  birds  in- 
habiting the  above  mentioned  district. 
About  one  hundred  and  fifty  nests 
were  examined,  most  of  them  contain- 
ing young  of  all  sizes,  or  else  pipped 
eggs.  The  nest  is  simply  a  depression 
in  the  sand,  usually  at  the  foot  of  a 
sand  dune,  lined  with  bits  of  broken 
shell,  and  nearly  always  near  a  bit  of 
drift-wood  or  a  stone.  High  tides  had 
washed  out  many  nests  and  many  of 
the  eggs  were  observed  along  the  high- 
water  mark.  The  young  crawl  about 
on  the  beach  as  soon  as  they  are  dry, 
and  how  the  parent  birds  find  and 
identify  them  I  do  not  know.  I  saw 
one  bird  hovering  four  young  of  dif- 
ferent sizes  and  a  young  bird  trying 
to  crawl  under  a  Tern  sitting  on  eggs, 
so  I  suppose  that  the  old  birds  feed 
any    fledgling    indiscriminately. 

D.  I.   SHEPARDSON, 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

This  note  is  interesting  to  us  from 
the  fact  that  we  have  a  very  inter- 
esting series  of  eggs  of  Least  Tern, 
taken  in  this  colony,  which  came  to 
us  with  the  collection  of  W.  Lee  ham- 
bers  of  Santa  Monica,  California;  and 
also  for  the  reason  that  when  in  ali- 
fornia  in  May,  1907,  we  made  two 
visits  to  this  colony  of  birds,  one  in 
the  middle  of  May  and  one  the  last 
day  of  May,  only  to  find  each  time 
that  the  birds  had  not  commenced 
nesting,  though  they  were  there  in 
large  numbers. — Ed. 


Bully  for  the   Starling! 

In  the  OOLOGIST  for  August,  1907, 
I  spoke  quite  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
English  starling  (Sturnus  vulgaris) 
and  I  wish  to  add  a  few  notes  taken 
since  that  date. 

As  I  previously  stated,  the  Starlings 
are  most  certainly  diminishing  the 
sparrow  population  in  this  locality. 
The  chart  shown  herewith  is  an  ac- 
curate record  of  the  number  of  song 
bird  nests  and  the  number  of  spar- 
row nests  which  have  been  built  on 
the  grounds  surrounding  my  home 
since  the  arrival  of  the  Starling,  and 
it  may  be  plainly  seen  that  the  song 
birds  are  greatly  on  the  increase. 
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Year  \o.  of  song  No.  Spai'- 

bird  nests  row  nests 

1905  20  31 

190G  50  26 

1907  73  28 

1908  120  18 

1909  to  date  121  6 
;\Iany   peojjle   seem    to   believe   that 

the  Starlings  will  also  drive  out  the 
useful  birds  in  time.  I  hardly  think 
so,  for  the  reason  that  they  do  not 
show  signs  of  aggressiveness  unless 
the  trouble  is  started  by  the  other 
bird.  This  was  true  in  the  case  of 
the  sparrows  and  I  believe  that  the 
two  would  have  lived  together  peace- 
fully had  not  the  smaller  birds  been 
so  irritable.  One  man  told  me  that 
he  thought  the  increase  of  destructive 
larvae  on  our  shade  trees  was  due  to 
the  decrease  of  the  sparrows.  After 
carefully  looking  Into  this  question,  it 
was  found  that  the  larvae  which  this 
person  meant,  were  of  an  extremely 
hairy  species  which  I  hardly  think  the 
sparrows  would  eat  anyway. 

In  conclusion  it  seems  that  there  are 
no  stains  as  yet  on  the  Starlings' 
character  that  is,  of  course  in  this  lo- 
cality. I  wish  that  some  of  the  read- 
ers of  the  OOLOGIST  would  enligh- 
ten Us  on  this  subject,  as  they  may  be 
detrimental  to  bird  life  in  other  locali- 
ties. P.  G.  HOWES, 

Stamford,  Conn. 


pairs  nesting.  Did  not  dig  out  any, 
but  they  apepared  to  have  large 
young. 

R.  B.  SIMPSON, 

Warren,  Pa. 


FROM    ERIE,  PENNSYLVANIA. 

July  4th,  5th  and  6th  I  spent  with 
my  parents  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania, 
and  although  I  only  spent  a  little  time 
afield,  I  saw  several  things  of  inter- 
est in  the  bird  line. 

On  the  "Peninsula"  along  the  out- 
side beach  I  found  a  Hock  of  thirty 
Bonapart  Gulls  and  two  large  dark 
Ducks.  Also  a  lot  of  sjiotted  Sand- 
pipers and  a  few  flocks  of  Kildeer.  I 
saw  also  a  i)air  of  Pijung  Plover,  which 
nuiy  have  been  breeding  in  the  vicinity 
as  this  bird  formerly  bred  there. 

Just  west  of  the  city  I  found  sev- 
eral Chats  in  a  brushy  ravine.  This 
was  of  interest  to  me,  as  the  Chat  is 
unknown  at  Warren,  sixty  miles  south 
of  Erie,  but  in  a  higher  and  mountain- 
ous region.  The  Chat  must  reach  the 
lake  shore  in  Ohio  and  then  work  east 
along  the  lake. 

Also  visited  a  colony  of  Bank  Swal- 
lows   and    found    fully    two    hundred 


A  FINE  LOT. 

"It  may  be  interesting  to  your  read- 
ers to  know  that  I  have  succeeded  in 
])ersonally  collecting  a  set  each  of 
Clarke's  Nutcracker,  N  3;  American 
Crossbill  (Northwest  form)  N-4;  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet  n-9;  and  examined 
nest  of  four  young  of  Western  Even- 
ing Grosbeak,  during  the  collecting 
season. 

I  shall  write  in  regard  to  some  of 
these  for  THE  OOLOGIST,  if  time 
permits." 

J.  W.  PRESTON, 
Spokane,  Wash. 

The  foregoing  is  certainly  a  wonder- 
ful record  for  one  season,  and  we  trust 
our  friend  Preston  will  write  us  full 
accounts  of  each  of  the  above  rare 
nests.  Certainly  our  readers  as  well 
as  ourself  will  ai)i)reciate  it. — Ed. 

ABNORMAL    SETS. 

The  discussion  of  abnormal  sets  and 
eggs  in  the  last  two  numbers  of  THE 
OOLOGIST  reminds  me  of  my  own  ex- 
])ericnce  along  that  line  in  the  season 
just  past. 

I  took  a  set  of  three  Pied-billed 
Crebe  eggs  measuring  respectively, 
1.16  X  .87;  1.07  x  .84,  1.02  x  .76.  The 
average  of  normal  eggs  is  1.70  x  1.18. 

An  egg  of  the  Tri-colored  Red-wing 
.42  X  .30,  and  one  of  the  Cliff  Swal- 
low, .40  X  .25  were  also  noted. 

Observed  the  following  unusually 
large  sets: 

Mourning  Dove,  1-4;  Burrowing  Owl, 
1-10;  Gairdner's  Woodpecker,  1-7; 
Cliff  Swallow,  1-7. 

D.  I.  SHEPARDSON, 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


NOTICE. 
Some  time  since  we  arranged  a 
small  exchange  of  eggs  with  Alfred 
C.  Sny.ier  of  Stony  Plains,  Calif.  His 
eggs  came  all  right  and  were  entirely 
satisfactory.  I  sent  mine  any  they 
are  now  returned  by  the  Postal  au- 
thorities with  a  notice  of  no  such  per- 
son there.  Can  any  of  our  readers 
tell  us  where  Mr.  Snyder  is.  We  are 
hoMiug  the  returned  box  of  eggs  for 
hi  111  R.  M.  BAR.XES. 
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For  Sale   at    Reduced    Prices: 


Moose,  Elk,  Caribou  and  Deer  horns 
and  scalps;  also  extra  scalps  and  sets 
of  choice  Antlers.  Skins  for  rug  mak- 
ing, polished  Buffalo  horns,  Elk  tusks. 
All  guaranteed  goods;  duty  free;  re- 
turnable if  not  satisfactory  to  pur- 
chaser. 

References :  Leading  American 
Sporting  Journals. 

Also  a  few  fine  mounted  Moose,  Elk 
and  Deer  heads.  I  can  supply  any 
wish  in  my  line. 

Edwin  Dixon,  Dealer  in  Game  heads. 
Main  Street, 
Unionville,  Ontario. 

A  FEW  STANDING   REMARKS. 


The  business  office  of  this  Magazine 
is  at  Lacon,  Illinois,  where  all  com- 
munications should  be  addressed. 


Articles  and  photos  on  bird  life  are 
desired  by  us  and  will  be  properly  ac- 
credited. 


All  copy  must  be  plainly  written  on 
one  side  only,  and  must  reach  us  be- 
fore the  10th  of  each  month. 


THE  OOLOGIST  will  not  advertise 
for  sale,  either  the  skins,  nests  or  eggs 
of  North  American  Birds. 


We  will  do  all  we  can  to  further 
scientific  collecting  and  the  exchange 
among  collectors  of  skins,  nests  and 
eggs. 

Fraud. 


It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  expose 
any  improper,  unscientific  or  fraudu- 
lent practices,  on  the  part  of  any  one, 
relating  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of 
specimens;  or  failure  of  anyone  to 
square  accounts  in  such  matters. 
These  things  should  be  conducted 
along  honorable  lines 

R.    M.    BARNES 


Prices   for   Back  Numbers   of  the 
YOUNG    OOLOGIST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during    1908,    remain  as  below: 

After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  youi 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for   1909  Are    as  Follows: 
Nos.  1,14,  18,  31,  34-35,  42,  53,  86,  89.  111,130  ,  132 
137. 139, 140, 153. 158,  are  50  cents  each; 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78,  79,  88,  90,  100, 
113,  138,  146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54,  55,  56,  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144.  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22.  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45. 
50,  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93.  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 

SW'All    other    numbers    5c.    per    copy. 

For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published,  No.  1  to 
145.  This  offer  includes  your  subscription 
through  1908. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,   Nos.   1   to   12 $   .90 

Vol.   II,   1885,   Nos.    13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,   Nos.    15   to    20 90 

Vol.   IV,    1887,   Nos.    21   to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.   39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,  1890,  Nos.   51   to  62 75 

Vol.   VIII,   1891,  Nos.   63  to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,   Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,   1894,   Nos.   99   to   110 50 

Vol.   XII.   1895,   Nos.    Ill    to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,  1896,  Nos.  123  to  127 50 

Vol  XIV,   1897,   Nos.    128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV.    1898.   Nos.    140   to    149 60 

Vol.  XVI,   1899,  Nos.   150  to   161 75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171.  .  .50 

Vol.   XVIII,   1901,   Nos.    172   to   183.,      .50 

Vol.  XIX,  1902,  Nos.  184  to  195 50 

Vol.  XX,   1903,  Nos.   196  to  197 10 

Vol.    XXI,    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905.  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vol.  XXIII,  1906,  222  to  233 50 

Vol,  XXIV.  1907,  2:34.  to  245 55 

Vol.  XXV.  1908.  246  to  257 50 

For  $5.25  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
Inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
2  5c.,  50c. and  75c.  copies. 

For  $2.50  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over. 

—  BOU^D  VOLUMES  — 

Can   be   furnished,   strongly  bound  In  cloth  and 
hoards,    as    follows: 
Vol.  I   and   II   YOUNG  OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one   volume $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92,  298  pages 
of  valuable  and  instructive  Oological 
and  Omithological  matter  with  many 
full    page    illustrations,    .     .     .     .    .    .    $1.00 

Or,  if  you  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mall  for  onlr 
J1.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eggs,  should  have  these  two  volumes  in  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain. 
Is    worth    many    times    the    price. 

A.ddress     plainly, 

THE  OOLOGIST. 

Lacon,  111. 
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A    PLAIN    TALK! 

TO    ADVERTISERS! 


Did    you    know    that    THE  OOL(^GIST  reaches  a  thousand  bird 
students  everv  month  ? 


Did  vou  know  that  it  goes  into  every  state  and  territory  in  the 
United  States,  every  province  in  Canada,  and  nearly  every  country  in 
Europe,  besides  many  other  foreign  countries  ? 


Did  you  know  that  its  circulation  is  to-day  greater  than  that  of  all 
other  Bird  Publications  in  America  combined,  excluding  "Bird  Lore" 
and  that  this  can  be  proved  by  the  subscription  books  ? 


Did    you    know    that    sellers    of    Bird    Books,    manufacturers    of 
photographic    materials    and    cameras,    retailers    of    taxidermical    and 
Oological  Instruments,  and  dealers  in  all  Natural  History  specimens 
mounted   birds,    skins,    eggs,    nests,  etc.  should  take  notice  of  these 
facts  ? 


THE    OOLOGIST, 

Lacon,  111. 
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SUBSCRIBERS 


A  new  management  is  at  the  helm.     New  methods  are 
to  be  employed  in  making  The  Oologist. 

1.  IVlore  and  better  cuts  will  appear. 

2.  A  series  of  colored  plates  different  from  anything  ever 
published  are  in  contemplation. 

3.  The  exchange  columns  will  be  brought  up  to  standard  if 
you  will  only  send  in  your  notices. 

4.  The  subscription  list  must  be  increased.  Cannot  each 
one  of  you  st-nd  in  at  least  one  new  subscriber  ? 

5.  The  premium  policy  aside  from  the  free  exchange 
notice  will  be  eliminated,  the  magazine  will  be  worth  the 
price. 

THE  OOLOGIST 

I.ACON,  ILLINOIS 
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BIRDS-NESTS-EGGS 

TAXIDERMY 


Vol.  XXVI.    No.  10.       ALBION,  N.  Y.,  OCT.  15,  1909. 


Whole  No.  267 


BRIEK    SPEOIAI^    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wanted,  Exchange,  For  Sale,  Etc..   inserted  in  this  department  at  25  cents  for  each  25 
words  for  one  issue ;  each  additional  word  1  cent.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents. 


TAKE     NOTICE. 

Subbcription.  50  cents  per  year. 
Examine  the  number  on  the  wrapper  of 
your  Oologist.  It  denotes  the  time  your 
subscription  expires.  Remember  we  must 
be  notified  if  you  wish  it  discontinued  and 
all  arrearages  must  be  paid.  265  your  sub- 
scription expires  with  this  issue.  269  your 
subscription  expires  with  December  issue 
1909.  Other  expirations  can  be  computed  by 
intermediate  numbers  at  the  rate  of  one 
number  per  month. 
Address  all  communications  to 

THE  OOLOGJST, 

Lacon,  Illinois, 


Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cember 21,  1903,  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion,  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3,  1879. 

In  answering  advertisements  in  these 
columns  mention  "The  Oologist," 
and  thereby  help  us,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vertiser and  yourself. 


BIRDS 


FOR  SALE:-A  collection  of  Mexican  bird- 
skins,  containing  several  hundreds  of  spe- 
cies; perfect  skins  with  careful  data.  This 
collection  includes  a  variety  of  Raptores  and 
Gamebirds.  \\'ill  dispose  of  same,  individ- 
ually, or  as  a  whole.  No  exchange.  AUS- 
TIN PATL  SMITH.  Box  141,  Brownsville, 
Texas.  _ 

WANTED.— Perfect  skins  of  Tuawy  Heron, 
Long-billed  Curlew,  Avocet,  B.  B.  Plover, 
Bartemian  Sandpiper,  Golden  Plover,  Red- 
tailed  Hawk  and  others.  Offer  good  ex- 
change. Send  list  and  receive  mine.  E.  R. 
ADA.MS,  Taxidermist,  Box  196,  Canton, 
Mass. 

WANTED- i'irst  class  labeled  skii.s  of  N. 
A.  small  land  birds,  for  Al  skins  oi  birds 
from  N,  10.  Illinois  and  California-  I  can 
also  use  C.  A-  S.  Am.  birds  in  exchange.— 

H.  K.COALE, 
i:j6  Washington  street,  (  hicago. 

I-"()R  S.VLE  or  Exchange  for  Bird  Skins. 
Books  by  ('.  B.  Cory:  P.ir(is  of  Hayti  and  San 
Domingo;  I?irdsof  Bahamas:  I'>irds  of  East- 
ern N.  A.,  also  ().  A-  O.  Vol.  viii.  I'.  15.  .Mc- 
KECIlXli:.  I'pnkapog.  Mass. 

W.\.\'l'i;i).  I  wisli  tot-'ct  .V-I  skins  of  Boh 
White,  (  aliforiiia  Ouail.  Sora  Kail  and  others 
for  mounting.  .1.  F.  H.VNS.M.VN,  iT.iC,  St, 
Lawrence  .Vve..  Chicago,  III. 

WANTEI>.— Skins  of  all  the  (|uails.  par- 
tridges, grouse  and  pheasants  of  .Mexico, 
Central  and  South  .\merica,  luirope.  Asia, 
Africa  and  Australia  (all  over  the  world), 
cash  or  exchange.  Write  what  you  have  and 
wliat  you  want.  J.  F.  I'HX'/AKU.  Audubon, 
Iowa. 


WANTED.— Skins  of  birds  not  common  in 
this  locality  to  mount  on  halves.  Write 
first.  ARTHUR  HINKLE,  Newark,  Wayne 
County.  N.  Y. 

WANTED. -Skins  of  Masked  Bob-white, 
Eskimo  (Jurlew,  San  Pedro,  Partridge, 
Spotted  Owl.  Flamnnilated  Screech  Owl, 
Pribilof  Sand  Piper.  Bristle-thighed  Curlew, 
and  any  other  rare  skins.  J.  F.  FRAZIER, 
Audubon,  Iowa, 

WANTKD.— A  few  good  skins  of  the  Aleu- 
tian Tern  (Sterna  aleutica)  Thayer  .Museum, 
Lancaster,  Mass. 

FOR  EXCHAX(iE— I'.ird  skins,  long  list  of 
books.  Want  bird  skins,  mounted  birds  or 
books  on  birds.  ORIN  (JREENWOOD.  840 
East  Main  St.,  Manchester.  Iowa. 

COSTA  l.'IC.V  SKINS.— Write  me  your 
wants.  I'.ird  and  mounted  skins  collected 
from   this   locality  for  raxh.  HKNRV  F. 

R.\  N'EN.  Box  7.5.  Lcniore.  Costa  Rica. 

Rare  birds'  skins,  eggs,  and  nests  from 
l-;uro|)e,  .Vsia,  .\frica.  Central  and  South 
.\nierica  at  low  prices.  Also  Ornithological 
Books  and  Reptiles'  Eggs.  See  Bulletin. 
Specimen  luimber  for  2  cent  stamp-  ^^  orld 
Wide  Circulation.  Ad  rates  1  cent  a  word. 
THE  BULLETIN,  i  Duke  St..  Adelphi, 
London.  W.  ('.  Enijland. 

WA.NTEl).— Till'  following  (irst  class  skins: 
one  pairTreeSparrow,  one  pair  Westirn  'I'ree 
Sparrow,  one  pair  Chipping  Sparrow,  one 
female  Clay  Colored  Sparrow,  one  pair 
Western  Chipping  Sparrow,  one  pair 
I'lcwer's  Sparrow,  one  pair  l-"ield  Sparrow, 
and  one  pi»ir  Western  l-idd  Sparrow,  all 
extra  A.  1.  suitable  for  mounting.  R.  ^L 
1!  AR.NES.  Lacon.  Ills. 
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EGGS 


EGGS  IX  FINE  SETS-I  can  supply  fol- 
lowing species:  121.  207.  293a.  29*.  295.  301.  302, 
313,  318,  319.  321,  327,  328.  353.  354.  354a,  359.  360c, 
370a,  376,  417,  419,  421,  4206,  459,  475.  487.  490.2, 
490.a.  513a,  518.  533.  534.  536.  554.  5676.  58U'.  586. 
5936,  607,  641,  637.  654a.  683a,  697,  702,  70S.  706.  730. 
7356.  736a.  738,  749.  754,  763.  Exchange  lists  in- 
vited. THOMAS  H.  JACKSON,  West  Ches- 
ter, Pa.,  304  N.  Franklin  St. 

FOR  rare  Oological  specimens  from  Asia, 
Africa.  Australia,  and  South  America,  see 
"The  Bulletin."  World  wide  circulation- 
Advertisement  rates  50  cts.  per  inch.  Wants 
and  Flxchange  column.  1  cent  a  word.  Sam- 
ple copy  3  cent  stamp  only.  "THE  BULLE. 
TIN."  4  Duke  St..  Adelphi,  London.  England 

WANTED.— First  fournumbersof  Volume 
one  of  the  Nidiologist.  Will  pay  cash  or  will 
exchange  sets  of  eggs  or  30  different  numbers 
of  the  Nidiologist.  Send  me  your  exchange 
list.    EVAN  DAVIS.  Orange,  Calif. 

TO  EXCHANGE -Sets  with  data.  North 
American  and  Foreign.  Can  use  many  com- 
mon kinds  of  both.  Dr.  T.  W.  RICHARDS 
U.  S.  Navy.  1911  N.  St..  N.  W..  Washington 
D.C. 

WANTED.-A  set  each  of  the  Broad-winged 
and  Sharp-shinned  Hawk.  Can  offer  in 
exchange  fine  western  sets  with  nest.  D.  E. 
BROWN.  90  University  St..  Seattle.  Wash. 

FOR  EXCHAN(tE.-636  n  5.  477  1-4  1-3.  681d 
n-4.  595  1-4.  755  2-3.  390  1-7.  65  1-3.  2011-4.  388  2-4. 
EDWARD  S.  COOMBS,  243  Franklin  St., 
Boston,  Mass. 

I  HAVE  a  lot  of  fine  sets  of  Sea  Birds 
Eggs  from  Iceland  and  Lapland,  to  exchange 
for  other  kinds.  Send  your  list  to  WALTER 
RAINP],  Kew  Beach,  Toronto,  Canada. 

FOR  SALE-Fine  sets  of  Sea  Birds  Eggs, 
Aucks.  Loons,  Gulls  and  Plovers  from  Ice- 
land, Lapland  and  Sweden.  WALTER 
RAINE,  Kew  Beach.  Toronto.  Canada. 

WANTED— A  good  second-hand  egg  cabi- 
net.    Send  description  and  price,  together 
with  inside  measurements  of  drawers,  when 
answering  this  ad.    C.  BERT  NICHOLS 
Granville.  N.  Y. 

WANTED. -Eggs  in  sets  with  data  and 
ornithological  books  in  exchange  for  books 
or  eggs.  Will  pay  cash  for  bird  books.  H. 
E.  BISHOP,  Sayre,  Pa. 

WANTED.— To  exchange  sets  of  eggs  with 
any  first  class  collectors.  Desire  many  com- 
mon ones  in  series  and  in  nests.  Offer  rare 
species,  also  local  series.  H.  H.  BAILEY 
321  54th  St..  New  Port  News.  Va. 

Snapping  Turtle  1-25. 1-30, 1-40,  4  cents  per 
egg  prepaid.  Six  well  marked  sets  of  Red 
shouldered  Hawk  5.3.  1-4.  All  first  class  with 
data.  JAS.  O.  .TOH  NS(  )N.  Southington.  Conn 

FOR  EXCHANCJE.  -  My  entire  coll.  of 
Nests,  Eggs,  some  Skins.  1500  choice  sets 
Parties  interested  write  for  list.  etc.  PHILO 
W.  SMITH.  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 

FOR  EXCI1AX(;E.-A  collection  of  about 
155  species— one  set  each  of  Xorth  American 
Birds  Eggs;  also  a  12-drawer  quarter  sawed 
Oak  Cabinet.  No  fair  offer  refused.  .M.F 
HENCHEY,  60  Arnold  St..  Westfield.  Mass 


EXCHAN(iE.-A  fine  series  of  ten  of  the 
Pallas  Murre  from  C;ape  Hope.  Alaska.  I 
want  188.  332.  343.  348.  362,  364  and  many  others, 
D.  E.  BROWN,  6044  1st  Ave..  No.  W,  Sta.  F. 
Seattle.  Wash. 

I  am  disposing  of  my  collection  of  nests 
and  eggs.  Would  exchange  for  bird  skins 
and  stamps.  F.  T.  CORLESS,  804  E.  14  N., 
Portland,  Oregon. 

FOR  EXCHAX(;E.-A  1  sets  of  eggs  with 
data;  also  Vol.  3,  Geological  Survey  of 
Kansas.  Want  A  1  sets  and  also  a  folding 
camera. 

I  CAN  OFFER  30a  Ml,  32  Ml,  184  1-4,  187  1-3 
1-4. 199  1-5.  378a  1-6,  513  1-3,  and  many  :ingles 
with  data.  What  have  YOU  to  offer? 
ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  Box  173  Rochester.  N. 
Y. 

I  want  complete  sets  of  all  Woodpeckers. 
L.  B.  HAUSLEY.  Mullen.  Idaho. 

WANTED.— Nests  with  and  without  sets  of 
463.  466.  550.  642.  (i45.  654.  667.  686.  719.  722.  726,  748, 
758.759b.  JAS.  P.  BALL.  M.D..  Frankford.  Pa. 

WANTP.D.- Eggs  in  sets  of  Green  Jay, 
Say's  Phoebe,  INIountain  Chickadee.  Tufted 
Titmouse.  Lazuli  Bunting.  Summer  Tanager 
Hooded  Oriole.  Prairie  and  Pine  Warblers, 
old  bird  magazines.  C.  M.  CASE.  7Holcomb 
St..  Hartford,  Conn. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.— Fine  sets  of  Least 
Tern.  Black  Skimmer,  Louisiana  Heron. 
Wayne's  Clapper  Rail.  Florida  Burrowing 
Owl.  and  others.  For  parliculars  address 
W.  W.  WORTHINGTON.  Shelter  Island 
Heights.  New  York. 

I  want  Warblers.  Sets  with  nests.  What 
have  you?     L.  B.  HANSLEY,  Mullen,  Idaho. 

RARE  EGGS  FOR  EXCHANGE. -I  have 
a  few  sets  of  Heerman's  Gull.  Blue-footed 
liooby.  Red-footed  Booby,  Black  Petrel, 
Least  Petrel,  Soccoro  Petrel,  Cassin'sAuklet, 
Ridgeway's  Norldy.  Black  vented  Shear- 
water, Blue-faced  Booby,  What  ha'^e  you? 
Only  perfect  sets  wanted  and  must  be  strict- 
ly A  1.  W.LEE  CHAMBERS.  Santa  Monica. 
Cal. 

TO  EXCHANGE-Sets  of  658  and  others  for 
same.  J.  CLAIRE  WOOD.  179  17th  Street, 
Detroit,  M i ch^ 

NESTS  with  and  without  sets  wanted,  also 
reptile  eggs,  common  variety  particularly. 
J.  P.  BALL.  M.  D..  Frankford.  Phila. 

I  have  sets  of  364  and  709  to  exchange.  I 
want  131  and  149.  ROBERT  P.  SHARPLES, 
West  Chester.  Pa. 

TO  EXCHANGE. -To  clear  up.  390  2:5.14; 
622  .V  3-6;  339  3-2.  3-3:  77  1-2;  475  3-6.  1-7.  Who 
wants  them?  All  A  No.  1.  R.  T.  FULLER, 
LacDua.  New  York. 

HAVE  a  lot  of  fine  sets  to  dispose  of.  such 
as  Whistling  Swan.  ISlack-throated  Blue, 
Blue-winged  and  Swanson's  Warblers,  and 
many  others.  Write  for  list.  S.  S.  DICKEY, 
Waynesburg.  Pa. 

FOR  EXCHANGE- First  class  Eggs  in 
sets.    C.  S.  RrTHEI!F()l!D.  Revere.  Mo. 

FOR  EXC1IAN(;E.— Eggs  in  Sets.  Mount- 
ed Birds.  Mammals,  Coins.  Homing  Pigeons. 
Cavies,  Book  on  breeding  Skunks.  50c.;  tan- 
ning process  and  old  relics.  ALMON  KIBBE 
-Mayville,  N.  Y. 
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BOOKS 


FOR  EXCHANCiE. -Nicely  bound  vols,  of 
Bird  r.ore,  a  partially  complete  file  of 
Oologist  from  No.  1  to  date,  many  voLs.  and 
odd  numbers  of  bird  magazines,  also  a  few 
nice  sets  to  exchange.  I  want  especially  No. 
6  Nol.  V  the  Oologist  and  No.  6  Vol.  I  the 
Nidologist.  H.  .T.  KOFAHL.  911  Congress 
Avenue.  Austin.  Texas. 

WANTED.- Copies  of  "Iowa  Ornitholo- 
gist." "Western  Ornithologist"  and  other 
bird  magazines  published  in  Iowa.  Also 
want  Iowa  bird  skins.  EMERSON  A. 
SToNEK,  Oreenwood  Park,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa. 

r.IKI)  MAGAZINES.— I  have  about  5U00 
odd  numbers  of  all  the  bird  Magazines  pub- 
lished in  .\merica.  Nearly  complete  files  of 
Osprey,  Nidiologlst.  Condors,  oologist,  O.  P. 
O..  etc.,  etc.  What  do  you  need  to  complete 
your  files.  W.  LEE  CHAMBERS.  Santa 
Nionica,  Cal. 

EXCIIAN(;E  NOTICE.-:i4  Publications  of 
Cal.  Academy  of  Science,  and  11  Publications 
by  Bryant.  Belding  and  Anthony,  to  ex- 
change for  first-class  Sets  with  data.  Send 
lists,  also  Sets  for  same.  II.  F.  Dl'PKEY, 
919  .NIorgan  street.  Santa  Rosa.  Californi::. 

GLE.VNINGS.  No.  o.-The  Purple  Martin 
and  II(juses  for  its  Summer  Home.  190!).- 
Price  $1.00.  or  will  exchan?e  for  bird  books  of 
equal  value.    J.  WARREN  JAC()I5S, 

Wa.vnesburg,  Pa. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. -We  want  No.  6  of 
Volume  5.  LS^s  of  The  Oologist  for  which  we 
will  pay  fifty  cents  in  cash.  THE 
0OLO(iIST.  Lacon,  Ills. 

WANTED.-Back  numbers  of  The  Auk, 
Nuttal's  Bulletin  and  other  bird  magazines, 
also  on  insects.  Have  numbers  to  exchange. 
G.  W.  HL'MPHKEV.  Dedham.  Mass. 
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l'"Oi;  SALE— r.eiKlire's  life  histories,  2  vols, 
half  morocco,  binding  good  as  new.  Would 
trade  for  good  Shot  (lun.  C.  S.  Rl'THEK- 
FORl).  Revere.  Mo. 

FOR  SALE.-.Vuk,  Vol.  fi,  $r>.00:  Vols.  Hand 
15.  $1.50  each.  Also  Bendire's  Life  Histories, 
Vol.  1,  index  stained.  *5.()0.  H.  S.  H.VTII- 
AWAV.  P.ox  Hiili,  Providence,  R.  1. 

I  need  the  following  North  American  I-"auna: 
Numbers  14.  23.  25.  2(),  and  all  issues  there- 
after. If  you  have  any  of  these  send  rae 
prices  at  once.     i;.  .M  P>.VI;NES.  Lacon,  111. 

WANTED.  I'ollowing  publications: 
National  Museum  liulletin  .50.  Ridgway; 
Bendire's  Life  Histories;  Condor,  first  three 
volumes,  etc.  offer  C.\SH  or  desirable  sets 
as  Heermann's  (Jull,  .Xantus  Murrelett.  Blue- 
footed  Booby,  Socornj  Petrel.  PINGKEE  I. 
OSBL'RN.  Pasadena.  California. 

FOi;  SALE  OK  EXCHAN(;E. -American 
Ornithology,  by  Wilson  A-  Ronaparte.  Pacific 
Railroad  Surve.v.  Geikies'  (ieology,  and  other 
books  and  magazines.  HU<;H  I).  I'.VLFTS- 
TER,:J754  Independence  Rd.. Cleveland,  Ohio. 


I    need    all    the    .Michigan    Ornithological 
Club  r.ulletins  published  subse<iuent  to  No. 
1  of  \'ol.  (i.  complete. 
i;.  M.  I'.AKNES.  Lacon,  III. 

FOR  SALE  OK  EXCHANGE  -  Orni- 
thological publications,  lantern  slides  from 
bird  subjects  from  life,  some  specimens  and 
odds  and  ends,  pair  of  climbing  irons.  Lists 
furnished.  What  have  you  got  and  what  do 
you  want.  B.  S.  BOWDISH,  141  15roadway, 
New  York  City. 

EXCHANGE.-Auk  Vol.  19,  Osprey  WA.  1 
(2  numbers  missing)  \'ol.  2.  Appleton's  Pop- 
ular Science  Monthly.  Smithsonian  Report, 
19(17.  2r)th  Ethnology  Report  for  sets,  other 
magazines,  or  cash.  Want  especially  Nidi- 
ologlst Vol,  1.  No.  (),  Cooper  Club  I5ulletin 
Vol.1  0.3.  cash  or  exchange.  E.VKLE  R. 
FORREST.  357  N.  Main  St..  Washington, 
Pennsylvania. 

FOR  SALE.— The  following  books:  Birds 
of  North  and  Middle  America  by  Ridgway, 
Parts  I.  II,  ill,  and  IV.  P.irds  of  Wyoming 
1902,  by  Knight,  Our  .Northern  and  Eastern 
Birds,  by  E.  .V.  Samuels.  Nuttall's  Ornithol- 
ogy, two  volumes.  The  .Vuk.  Vols.  Ki.  21.  22. 
23and24.  All  in  excellent  condition.  Will 
sell  cheap.     V.i'.  HCBEL,  Clarkston,   Mich. 

BIRD  M.V(;.VZINES  WA  NTED.-Auk.  odd 
iiunibers  or  complete  files  of  first  ten 
volumes:  Bulletin  of  the  Cooper  Ornithologi- 
cal Club.  \'ol.  1  complete  or  odd  parts; 
\\'estern  Ornithologist,  complete  file:  .Vudu- 
bon  Magazine,  complete  tile:  Nidjologist.  Vol. 
1  complete  or  odd  numbers;  Complete  files  of 
any  Bird  .Magazines  for  the  above  I  will  give 
cash  or  will  exchange  other  bird  magazines. 
W.  LEE  CH,\.MI!EKS.  Santa  Monica.  Cal. 

Foi;  SALE  OK  TO  EXCII.V<GE-For  bird 
skins,  books  or  panai)blets.  .Mi not.  Land  and 
(ianie  Birds  of  N.  K.;  Ingersoll.  Birds  Nesting; 
Capen,  Oology  of  N.  E.;  Davie.  Methods  In 
the  .Vrt  of  Taxidermy:  Coues.  h'ield  Orni- 
thology; Langille.Our  Birds  in  Their  Haunts; 
Cory,  Birds  of  Hayti  and  San  Domingo;  Cory. 
Birds  of  Eastern  North  .\merica.  F.  B. 
McKECIlME,  Ponkapog,  Mass. 

New  issue  of  THE  BULLETIN 

contains  many  bargains  in  Ornitho- 
logical Books.  Sample  copy  post  free 
for  2  cent  stamp. 

thp:   bulletin, 

4  Duke  St., 

Adelphi,  London,  England. 


THE  OOLOGIST 

Would  make  a  nice 

Christmas  Present 

Only  50  cents  a  year.     Send  it  to  a 
friend  — he  may  be  interested. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.  —  National 
Automatic  Telegraphy  Transmitter.  A  com- 
plete home  course  in  telegraphy  $12  cash  or 
exchange  for  good  sets.    A.  D.  I)OER(iE. 

W.\NTED.-To  exchange  butterflies  with 
collectors  west,  south  and  in  Canada.  J.  R. 
HARNMERLE.  88  Madison  St.,  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pa. 

WANTED.— (iood  photographs  of  nests 
and  eggs  of  Mississippi  Valley  Migrants 
breeding  in  north  i  e..  Warblers.  Sparrows, 
etc.  J.  T.  FEKRV.Chicago, 111., Careof  Field 
Museum  of  Natural  History. 

FOR  SALE.— Deer  heads  for  mounting 
also  extra  scalps  and  antlers.  Prices  very 
reasonable.  Some  choice  game  bird  and 
mammal  skins  and  mounted  specimens. 

GEO.  F.  GUELP".  Taxidermist,  Brockport, 
N.  Y. 

FREE:— Lessons  in  Taxidermy,  with  every 
$5.00  order  of  Taxidermy,  or  over.  Game 
heads,  rugs,  etc,  for  sale.  368  5-2  for  Ex- 
change. R.  F.  MULLEN.  Expert  Taxider- 
mist, 509  N.  24th  St.,  2d  floor,  South  Omaha, 
Nebr. 

WANTED:—  Good  photographs  of  nests 
and  eggs  of  the  following:  Any  warbler  nest- 
ing in  the  Northern  U.  S.;  also  of  A.  O.  U. 
Nos.  558,  567,  75H  B.,  402.  517,  722,  726.  J.  F. 
FERRY,  Field  Museum,  Chicago. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.— A  number  of  genuine 
buffalo  horns,  first  class,  in  pairs  and  singles, 
for  sets  with  data.  W.  C.  PARKS,  704  Milli- 
gan  St.,  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

WANTED-Agood  Magic  Lantern.  Offer 
in  exchange,  specimens  or  a  tine  camera.  J. 
O.SN\DER.  Box  775,  Stanford  University, 
California. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE:-Have  two 
Gray  Wolf  pups  to  sell  or  exchange  for 
other  animals  or  fowls.  They  are  large, 
strong  specimens  and  are  as  gentle  and  play- 
ful as  dogs.  Write  for  full  description  to 
LAKE  HARRIS.  .Jay  Em.  Wyoming. 

WANTED:-A  pair  of  Texas  Steer  Horns, 
unmounted.  If  you  have  any  for  sale,  write 
and  state  your  price.  SAMUEL  HUNSIN- 
GER,  Taxidermist,  Secor,  111. 

EXCHANGE. —  Send  stamp  for  list  of 
articles  to  exchange  or  sell.  DAVID  PRATT, 
Box  538  Freefort.  :Maine. 

I  WANT  INDIAN  RELICS,  especially  ar- 
row points.    L.  H.  HAUSLEV, 

Mullen,  Idaho. 

BOOKS  and  MAGAZINES 

P^specially  pertaining  to  Ornithology  and 
nature  study. 

Oologist  and  Taxidermists  Tools 

Write  me  just  what  you  want.  I  can  save 
you  money. 

BENJAMIN     HOAG, 
Stephentown.  New  York. 


Subscribe  for  the  Oologist 


Ornithology. 

Oology — Specimens  and  Books.  See 
"The  Bulletin,"  post  free  for  3  cent 
stamp. 


The  Bulletin 


4  Duke  St. 


Adelphi,    London,   England. 


I     WANT    THE     FOLLOWING. 


•30  cents  per  year. 


Please  look  this  list  over  careful- 
ly and  if  you  have  any  of  them  write 
me. 

The  Wilson   Billitin,   Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5, 

24,  64. 

The  Curley,  Published  by  O.  P.  Han- 
ger of  Orleans,  Ind.,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4, 
5,  6,  7. 

The  Ornithologist  and  Oologist  Semi- 
Annual,  Published  in  1889-90-91  by 
Wm.  H.  Foote  of  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
and  by  C.  C.  Maxfield  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  in  1891.  All  numbers  pub- 
lished except  Nos.  Vol.  1,  No.  2,  and 
Vol.  2,  No.  2. 

The    Wilson    Quarterly,   No.   2,   Vol.    4, 

July,   1892. 

The  Wilson  Journal,  Vol  1,  Jany.,  1893 
and  Vol.  2,  June,  1893. 

Notes    on    Rhode    Island    Ornithology, 

Published  by  Reginald  Heber  Howe, 
Jr.,  1890. 

The  Oologist,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Vols. 
1-5  inclusive,  for  1875  to  1881. 

Journal  of  the  Maine  Ornithological 
Club.     A  complete  file. 

The  Maine  Ornithologist.  A  complete 
file. 

The    Audubon    Magazine.     A   complete 

file. 

Birds  of  California,  In  relation  to  the 
fruit   industry — Beal,   Part  II. 

The     Oologist — This     magazine — Vol. 
Ill,  No.  4;  Vol.  IV,  Nos.  1,  3,  4;  Vol.  V, 
No.  6;   Vol.  VII,  Nos.  3  and  10. 

Catalogue  of  Canadian  Birds,  by  Prof. 

McCoun,  Part  I. 

I  will  pay  the  very  highest  market 
price  tor  all  or  any  part  of  the  above 
in  case  R.  JM.  Barnes, 

Lacon,  Ills. 
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Vol.  XXVI.    No.  10.      Albion,  N.  Y.  October  15,  1909.         Whole  No.  267 
Published  Monthly,  by  R.  M.  BARNES,  Lacon,  Illinois. 


The    Solitary    Sandpiper. 
(Xelodronias    solitarius.) 

This  bird.  A.  O.  U.  No.  256,  is  noted 
among  ornithologists  for  the  long  per- 
iod of  time  during  which  it  succeeded 
in  keeping  its  secrets  of  identification 
hidden  from  the  prying  eyes  of  natur- 
al history  -students. 

It  was.  not  until  the  Spring  of  1903 
in  Northern  Alberta,  Canada,  that 
Evan  Thompson  discovered  this  spe- 
cies breeding  by  finding  it  nesting  in 
an  old  abandoned  Robin's  nest — cer- 
tainly a  very  peculiar  place  for  Sand- 
pipers to  be  laying  eggs — that  its  nest- 
ing i)lace  and  habits  became  known. 
Since  that  time  numerous  sets  of  eggs 
accompanied  by  the  nests  have  found 
their  way  from  this  self  same  terri- 
tory into 'private  collections  throughr 
out  the  United  States  and  Europe.  A 
comi)lete  descrijjtion  of  the  first  nests 
of  this  si)ecies  and  the  contents  there- 
of, together  with  a  plate  showing  two 
nests  and  two  sets  of  eggs  and  the 
skin  of  one  parent  appeared  in  THE 
OOLOGIST  for  October,  1904.  Sub- 
stantially all  the  known  nests  and 
eggs  cf  this  sjjecies  have  come  from 
.Northwest  Canada. 

In  years  by,  the  writer  well  recol- 
lects that  for  several  seasons  a  pair  of 
these  birds  nested  near  the  mouth  of 
a  small,  very  crooked,  deep,  sluggish 
creek  emptying  into  the  Illinois  river 
some  three  miles  below  Lacon,  in  the 
midst  of  exceedingly  heavy  timber: 
the  creek  rear  its  mouth  being  sur- 
rounded for  some  distance  with  very 
thick  brush  ;ind  growth  of  small  trees. 


Knowing  at  that  time  that  the  eggs 
of  this  species  were  unknown  and  de- 
sirous of  being  the  discoverer  thereof 
if  possible,  hours  upon  hours  in  dif- 
ferent seasons  were  spent  in  this  mias- 
matic swamp  by  the  writer  in  a  fruit- 
less endeavor  to  track  the  birds  to 
their  nest.  Almost  every  inch  of 
,  ground  was  gone  over  and  over,  but 
all  to  no  result.  Upon  reading  the 
description  of  the  nesting  of  this  spe- 
cies in  October,  1904,  my  mind  bark- 
ened back  to  the  days  in  the  '90's  that 
I  spent  near  the  mouth  of  Woodyard 
Creek  trying  to  fathom  the  mystery 
of  this  mysterious  bird.  And  least 
irapcrtant  at  the  time  I  was  there,  yet 
most  important  at  the  time  I  was  read- 
ing the  first  published  description  of 
the  finding  of  this  species'  nest,  I 
well  remember  several  abandoned 
nests,  probably  Wood  Thrush's  nests, 
possibly  some  of  them  Robin's  nests, 
sticking  in  the  trees  and  in  the  small 
brush-like  growth  ranging  from  six 
feet  to  twenty  feet  above  the  ground, 
which  I  saw  at  the  times  I  was  there. 
I  paid  absolutely  no  attention  to  them 
whatever,  all  the  while  carefully 
searching  the  ground  beneath  these 
old  nests  for  the  home  of  the  Solitary 
Sand|)iper.  Had  I  been  in  possesion  of 
the  information  contained  in  the  Oc- 
tober number,  1904  of  THE  OOLO- 
CiIST  at  these  times,  I  have  no  doubt 
in  my  own  mind  now  but  that  the  nest- 
ing of  the  Solitary  Sandpiper  would 
have  been  reported  from  .Marshall 
County,  Illinois,  insteail  of  from  North- 
west ('anada. 

Tliis  pair  of  birds  nested  in  lliis  vi- 
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cinity  consecutively  for  several  years, 
and  always  frequented  this  particular 
grove  and  seemed  to  feed  along  the 
bank  of  the  river  at  the  mouth  of  the 
creek,  which  at  that  time  was  free 
of  timber;  but  they  were  often  and 
often  seen  back  up  the  creek  in  the 
larger  growth  and  occasionally 
amongst  the  thick,  heavy  small  growth 
surrounding  the  mouth  of  the  creek. 
I  believe  it  would  be  perfectly  safe 
to  put  the  Solitary  Sandpiper  down  as 
a  Marshall  County  breeder. — Ex. 


MAX   KUSCHEL. 


The  well-known  Oologist,  Max  Kus- 
chel  of  Guhran,  Germany,  is  now  num- 
bered among  the  dead.  He  was  for 
long  years  a  subscriber  to  THE 
OOLOGIST  and  a  man  known  through- 
out Europe  for  his  interest  in  and 
knowledge  of  Oology.  He  left  a  col- 
lection comprising  about  six  thousand 
specimens  of  birds'  eggs,  one  half  of 
which  have  already  been  sold  to  the 
Dresden  Museum.  In  his  death,  the 
Oologists  of  Germany  lost  a  foremost 
and  valued  member. 


Ruby  Throated  Humming  Bird. 
Two  Broods  from  One  Xest. 
At  Cannon,  Connecticut  on  June  5, 
1908,  I  found  in  the  garden  on  the 
lower  drooping  branch  of  an  apple 
tree  about  five  feet  from  the  ground, 
a  nest  of  the  Ruby-throated  Humming- 
bird containing  two  eggs  which  were 
hatched  on  June  Sth.  I  watched  them 
at  intervals  daily  until  June  ;iOth  when 
the  youngsters  were  about  ready  to 
sever  their  connection  with  the  nest. 


I  was  then  called  away  for  a  week, 
and  upon  my  return  on  July  6th,  I  vis- 
ited the  nest,  intending  to  collect  it, 
and  was  surprised  to  see  the  female 
flying  away  from  it.  Upon  investi- 
gation I  found  it  contained  one  egg. 
The  following  day,  the  second  egg; 
and  when  I  left  on  the  13th,  the  fe- 
male was  observed  sitting  on  the  nest. 
I  cite  this  merely  as  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  they  do  nest  later  than  the 
time  quoted  by  Mr.  Burrows;  also  (at 
least  in  this  instance)  rearing  two 
broods,  when  undisturbed;  though  per- 
haps this  is  unusual. 

Willard  L.  Metcalf. 


Wilson's  Thrush  in  Ohio. 
A.  C.  Read  reports  a  record  of  the 
nesting  of  Wilson's  Thrush  May  30, 
1907  at  Roseford,  a  suburb  of  Toledo. 
The  nest  was  composed  of  leaves, 
bark  and  stems,  lined  with  grass; 
placed  in  a  clump  of  ferns  and  con- 
tained one  egg.  The  female  was  shot 
for  identification 


The   Blackburnian   Warbler. 
(Deudroica  blackburniae) 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  warb- 
ler migration  in  Spring,  this  beautiful 
warbler  occurs  here,  (Western  Pa.) 
as  a  rather  common  migrant. 

Close  observation  for  the  past  fif- 
teen years  shows  that  its  arrival  de- 
pends entirely  on  the  weather.  If 
we  have  an  early  Spring  the  Black- 
burnian is  here  early  with  the  first  of 
the  warblers,  but  if  the  season  is  back- 
ward, they  are  late  in  arriving. 

By  looking  ui)  my  dates  of  arrival, 
I  find  that  my  earliest  is  May  2d, 
(1891)  and  latest,  May  Ifith,  (1907). 

Often  during  the  height  of  the  war- 
bler migrations  in  May,  we  have  severe 
storms  with  sometimes  snow.  At  such 
times  warblers  are  often  plentiful 
about  shade  and   ai)ple  trees  In  town 
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where  the  foliage  is  farther  advanced 
and  the  buildings  offer  some  protec- 
tion from  the  storm.  The  Blackbur- 
nian  is  one  of  the  wai'blers  frequent- 
ly seen  at  such  times,  and  as  they 
keep  low  down,  they  often  attract  the 
attention  and  arouse  the  curiosity  of 
persons  who  at  other  times  would 
never  notice  them. 

After  the  migrations  are  over  with, 
a  few  pairs  are  found  in  the  mountains 
as  summer  residents.  They  are  not 
common,  but  the  song  of  the  male  can 
be  heard  almost  any  time  in  the  right 
sort  of  woods. 

They  seem  to  prefer  heavy  wood- 
land in  this  region  where  there  is  a 
large  amount  of  hemlock.  The  birds 
in  summer  keep  high  up  in  the  trees 
and  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  see  one  when 
the  song  comes  floating  down.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  I  have  had  poor  suc- 
cess finding  nests,  I  think  this  warbler 
must  usually  nest  high  up  like  the 
Black  throated  Green  Warbler,  which 
is  a  rather  common  summer  resident 
in  the  same  forests. 

So  far,  only  two  nests  have  come  un- 
der my  observation.  The  first  was 
found  in  early  July,  1901.  It  was  thir- 
ty feet  up  and  five  feet  from  the  trunk 
on  a  horizontal  limb.  It  held  four 
large  young. 

The  second  I  found  June  23d,  1907, 
in  a  heavily  woode<l  hollow  in  the 
mountains  in  a  large  tract  of  mostly 
virgin  forest.  This  nest  was  twenty 
feet  up  and  five  feet  from  the  trunk 
on  the  horizontal  limb  of  a  small  hem- 
lock. When  I  saw  this  nest  the  owner 
was  not  about.  Climbing  up  I  found 
four  eggs.  It  had  much  the  appear- 
ance of  a  magnolia's,  but  still  didn't 
look  right,  so  I  returned  several  days 
later  and  found  a  female  Blackbur- 
nian  at  home. 

Both  nests  were  built  of  five  hem- 
lock twigs  and  were  flatter  than  the 
magnolia's.    The  set  of  four  was  heav- 


ily blotched  and  spotted  usually  well 
marked  as  compared  with  several  sets 
I  have  seen  in  collections. 

In   the   fall  I  have   seen   it  here  as 
late  as  October  Sth. 

R.  B.  Simpson. 


Bird  Notes. 
While  our  subscribers  and  contrib- 
utors have  been  very  kind  in  the  past 
in  the  furnishing  of  bird  notes,  we 
feel  it  our  duty  to  call  from  them  for 
a  further  and  future  supply.  Send  us 
in  readable  short  notes  based  upon 
your  observation.  We  are  very  sure 
they  will  be  appreciated  by  our  read- 
ers. 


Nesting  of  the  Biackburnian  Warbler. 

The  Pocono  Mountains  of  Pennsyl- 
vania still  preserve  a  fauna  decidedly 
Canadian.  Here  are  found  the  Olive- 
sided  Flycatcher,  White-throated  Spar- 
row, Pileated  Woodpecker,  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsucker,  Golden-crowned 
Kinglet,  Winter  Wren,  Hermit  and 
Olive-backed  Thrushes.  But  the  great 
wealth  of  bird-life  is  brought  out  most 
strongly  in  the  number  of  breeding 
warblers.  Of  these  the  most  interest- 
ing are  the  Magnolia,  the  Chestnut- 
sided,  the  Pine,  the  Black,  the  Green, 
the  Blue,  the  Canadian,  the  Nashville, 
and  the  Biackburnian. 

The  last  named  species  is  not  rare. 
In  all  spots  where  a  growth  of  vir- 
gin hemlock  is  to  be  found  this  bird 
occurs.  But  finding  the  bird  and  find- 
ing the  nest  are  two  widely  separated 
stages  in  the  tyro's  studies  of  the 
Biackburnian  Warbler. 

Seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
June  17th,  1909,  found  me  at  the  edge 
of  what  is  locally  known  as  the  "Prim- 
eval Forest"  in  Pike  County.  In  front 
of  me  the  sun  was  well  up  over  the 
barren  hills  which  had  been  left  by 
the  lumberman.     These  were  covered 


THE    OOLOGLST. 


165 


with  a  dense  second-growth,  with 
large  trees  scattered  here  and  there 
over  the  landscape.  Behind  me  the 
Wallenpaupack  swirled,  and  rushed 
and  roared  over  the  rocks  and  between 
banks  densely  fringed  with  rhododen- 
dron, and  disappeared  into  the  "Prim- 
eval Forest."  which  towered  on  my 
right. 

At  this  point  the  timber  was  mainly 
hemlock,  with  a  few  birches  and  ma- 
ples. But  it  was  not  in  the  solid  bank 
of  green  that  I  expected  to  find  any 
nests,  but  in  the  solitary  hemlocks 
which  were  scattered  along  the  edge 
of  the  forest,  as  they  had  been  bold 
enough  to  venture  forth  from  their 
comrades,  but  which,  in  truth,  were 
only  the  few  survivors  of  the  fateful 
axe. 

Here  at  the  edge  of  the  wood  was  a 
brood  of  Winter  Wrens,  the  second 
one  seen  that  day.  But  soon  I  saw  a 
Scarlet  Tanager  fly  to  a  nest  about 
forty  feet  up  in  a  hemlock.  It  was  a 
pretty  tough  climb,  but  up  I  went. 
The  nest  was  a  handsome  affair  for  a 
I'anager  to  build,  and  contained  four 
large  young.  This  disgusted  me  a  lit- 
tle, and  I  sat  dangling  my  feet  into 
si)ace,  watching  the  animated  life  be- 
low and  beside  me. 

It  was  an  excellent  post  from  which 
to  observe  the  birds,  and  the  birds 
themselves  were  worth  watching. 
Tanagers,  Grosbeaks,  Black,  Blue  and 
Green  Warblers.  Magnolia,  Chestnut- 
sidod,  Canadian,  Black  and  White,  and 
Blackburnian  Warblers.  The  top  of  a 
dead  tree  served  an  Olive-sided  Fly- 
catcher as  his  lookout. 

The  actions  of  a  pair  of  Blackbur- 
nians  led  me  to  believe  that  they  had 
a  nest  nearby,  and  after  a  fifteen  min- 
ute watch,  I  thought  I  had  the  nest 
limited  to  a  certain  tree. 

I  descended  and  after  more  waiting, 
was  sure  I  had  at  last  located  the  nest 
in    a    thick    clump    of    foliage    about 


thirty  feet  up  in  a  tremendous  hem- 
lock. This  clump  was  formed  of  the 
first  branches,  and  there  were  only  a 
few  stubs  between  them  and  the 
ground.  I  hesitated,  but  finally  start- 
ed up.  The  bark  was  extremely  slip- 
pery and  my  arms  did  not  go  halfway 
around    the   great   trunk. 

How  I  reached  the  first  stub  about 
twenty  feet  up  I  don't  know,  but  I  did 
it.  and  was  soon  just  below  the  nest, 
which  I  could  now  dimly  see  through 
the  thick  foliage  of  the  hemlock.  I 
grabbed  a  limb  and  raised  my  head 
above  the  nest  to  see — four  naked  lit- 
tle Blackburnians!  Of  course  it  did 
not  affect  the  scientific  value  of  a 
find  that  the  eggs  had  hatched,  but  I 
did  not  think  of  that  just  them. 

The  nest  was  composed  of  hemlock 
twigs,  with  a  few  rootlets  and  grasses. 
It  was  lined  with  fine  grasses  and  root- 
lets and  a  few  hairs. 

The  foliage  was  so  dense  here  that 
both  the  i)arents  lay  with  outspread 
wings  and  tail  on  the  deep  green  need- 
les within  three  feet  of  me  much  after 
the  manner  of  the  Ovenbird.  You 
could  not  beat  the  male  for  beauty! 
David  E.  Harrower. 

From  The  Isle  of  Pines. 

The  Water  Turkey  or  Snake-bird 
as  it  is  commonly  known  to  general 
observers  and  the  Anhigna  anhigna  of 
the  scientists  is  to  be  found  sparing- 
ly along  the  rivers  of  the  Isle  of  Pines, 
Cuba.  It  is  a  very  seclusive  and  wary 
bird.  One  morning  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  watch  a  female  Aniiigna 
fishing.  The  first  knowledge  of  her 
presence  that  I  had,  was  when  look- 
ing down  stream,  I  saw  what  I  took 
to  be  a  strick  rise  out  of  water  and 
sink  again.  This  was  repeated  sev- 
eral times,  each  time  nearer,  until 
she  was  almost  directly  underneath 
me. 
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The  water  in  the  Xuevas  River  be- 
ing very  clear,  and  the  banks  rather 
steep  I  had  a  good  opportunity  for 
close  observation  as  she  pursued  a 
fish  under  water.  She  used  her  wings 
as  well  as  her  feet  and  when  she  cap- 
tured her  prey  she  rose  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  water,  thrust  her  head  and 
neck  out  of  water,  jerked  and  twisted 
her  neck  and  juggled  the  fish  until  it 
was  head  foremost  in  her  bill  and  then 
swallowed  it.  This  was  repeated  sev- 
eral times  at  a  distance  from  he  of 
not  more  than  thirty  feet,  and  once 
within  about  fifteen,  and  with  a  field 
glass  it  looked  as  though  I  could  al- 
most touch  her. 

Finally  an  incautious  move  on  my 
part  disclosed  me  to  her  and  she  sank 
from  sight  without  making  a  ripple 
in  the  water.  If  one  goes  quietly 
through  the  jungle  along  the  river,  he 
will  likely  see  one  of  these  Anhignas 
perched  on  a  low  branch  overhanging 
the  water,  either  sunning  itself  or 
waiting  for  a  fish  to  come  within 
range.  Upon  disturbing  it,  from  my 
observations,  if  it  does  not  see  you 
it  will  slip  noiselessly  into  the  water 
and  escape  by  diving,  but  if  it  does 
see  you  it  takes  wing  and  quickly  dis- 
appears around  a  bend  in  the  river,  as 
its  flight  is  swift.  From  its  long  neck, 
bill  and  tail  and  long  narrow  wings, 
its  flight,  every  time  I  see  it,  reminds 
me  of  an  arrow. 

I  think  that  the  males  are  either 
more  common  or  less  wary  than  the 
females  as  1  have  seen  many  more  of 
the  former  than  of  the  latter. 

A.  C.  Read. 


From  Idaho. 
A  noticeable  feature  of  the  Coeur 
d'  Alene's  Ornithology  is  the  absence 
of  all  water  birds  from  the  lead  pro- 
ducing districts.  Water  from  the 
mountain   streams  is  carried  in  some 


instances  for  miles  to  be  used  in  the 
separation  of  rock  dust  from  the  lead 
ore  as  it  runs  over  the  tables  from  the 
crusher.  There  is  a  certain  per  cent, 
of  lead  retained  by  the  water  as  it 
leaves  the  flumes  which  invariably 
empty  into  some  of  the  rivers,  and  the 
water  is  then  known  as  "lead  water." 
This  water  is  poisonous  to  man,  bird 
and  beast  and  also  to  all  animal  in- 
sect life  inhabitating  water.  The  re- 
sult is  a  milky,  poisonous  stream  ut- 
terly devoid  of  life  and  therefore  not 
inducive  to  wading  birds.  Vegetation 
even  is  affected  by  this  lead  water  and 
cases  are  known  of  cows  becoming 
sick  from  eating  grass  in  the  lead 
"bottoms." 

Notwithstanding  this  lack  of  induce- 
ments to  the  water  bird,  there  is  one 
which  fears  neither  poison  or  famine 
— the  Spotted  Sandpiper.  Be  the  wat- 
er ever  so  muddy  with  poisonous  in- 
gredients, he  appears  at  home  wad- 
ing along  the  edge  in  a  vain  search 
for  the  absent  bug.  Little  pools  along 
the  sides  furnish  enough  food  for  his 
need,  however,  and  the  fact  that  these 
pools  contain  water  filtered  through 
several  yards  of  gravel  and  therefore 
almost  pure,  probably  accounts  for  his 
summer  residence  here. 

Older  inhabitants  tell  me  that  years 
ago  before  the  streams  were  polluted 
with  lead  water,  these  Sandpipers,  to- 
gether with  several  species  of  Ducks, 
were  abundant,  but  today  one  can 
travel  miles  without  so  much  as  seeing 
a  water  bird  of  any  description.  The 
Water  Onsel  is  fairly  common  during 
nesting  period  (May  1  to  June  1)  along 
the  tiny  headwater  streams,  but  sel- 
dom wander  down  into  the  valley. 
On  the  St.  Regis  River  on  the  Montana 
side  of  the  divide  this  little  songster 
is  abundant,  building  along  its  entire 
course.  The  Spotted  Sandpiper  is  al- 
so plentiful.  But  over  in  that  section, 
although  only  twelve  miles  from  this 
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town,    the    watei's    are    pure    and    free 
from  the  taint  of  man's  greed. 

Our  land-birds  nesting  here,  are  very 
numerous,  thus  in  a  way,  compensat- 
ing us  for  the  absence  of  water-birds. 
The  Juncos,  aside  from  the  Robin,  is 
the  most  abundant;  the  Montana  be- 
ing slightly  in  the  lead.  The  Western 
Tree  and  Chipping  sparrow  and  Varied 
Thrush  crowd  one  another  for  third 
place  in  the  list.  In  the  stillness  of  a 
summer  evening,  there  is  nothing 
sweeter  than  the  indescribably  melo- 
dious whistle  of  the  Varied  Thrush. 
The  mountain  sides  covered  with  sec- 
ond growth  pines  and  tamaroes  are 
the  favorite  places.  The  Western 
Evening  Grosbeak,  Rocky  Mountain 
and  Stellarsf?)  .Jays  are  fairly  com- 
mon; the  Western  Yellow  and  Lutes- 
cent  Warblers  very  much  so. 

Taking  this  section  all-in-all,  there 
is  very  few  parts  of  the  United  States 
more  adapted  to  a  greater  variety, 
owing  to  the  great  difference  in  alti- 
tudes. To  the  Oologist  and  observer, 
however,  the  down  timber  and  tangled 
underbrush  of  the  mountainsides, 
make  them  earn  their  knowledge  in 
an   imi)ressive  manner. 

L.  B.  Howsley. 


Summer  Birds  of  Toledo,  O. 

By  A.  C.  Read. 
The  readers  of  THE  OOLOGIST 
doubtless  by  this  time  have  become 
familiar  with  the  above  name  owing 
to  the  many  interesting  and  valuable 
notes  Mr.  Read  has  contributed  from 
the  Isle  of  Pines,  where  he  is  at  pre- 
sent located.  Prior  to  going  there, 
Mr.  Read's  home  was  at  Toledo,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Toledo 
Bird  Club;  and  as  such,  made  a  pre- 
liminary list  of  the  summer  birds  of 
Toledo.  Ohio,  during  .Inly,  1907,  which 
was  forwarded  to  THE  OOLOGIST 
piior  to  our  purchase  of  the  same.     It 


came  to  us  with  other  manuscript  at 
the  time,  and  is  herewith  presented 
that  a  record  may  be  made  of  this 
list  for  future  information,  as  it  is  the 
work  of  a  careful  observer  and  is  val- 
uable; and  as  years  go  by.  will  become 
more  so. 

1.  (6)   Pied-billed  Grebe,  1,  July  29. 

2.  (70)   Cormon  Tern.  Common.  .Tuly 
29  and  31. 

3.  (77)   Black  Tern,  July  29. 

4.  (190)  American   Bittern,  July  29. 

5.  (191)   Least  Bittern,  .luly  3  and  29. 

6.  (201)   Green  Heron,  6,  .luly  3. 

7.  (219)   Florida  Gallinule  (Also  nest 
and   seven    eggs). 

8.  (221)   American  Coot,  1,  July  29. 

9.  (228)  American  Woodcock,  July  31. 
10.   (263)   Spotted  Sandpiper,  common, 

.July  12.  29  and  31. 
U.   (273)   Killdeer,   5,  July  3. 

12.  (289)   Quail,  July  31. 

13.  (316)   Mourning  Dove,  July  3   and 
12. 

14.  (332)   Sharp-shinned  Hawk. 

15.  (333)  Cooper's  Hawk,  .luly  31. 

16.  (352)   Bald  Eagle. 

17.  (360)   Sparrow  Hawk,  July  3. 

18.  (387)   Yellow-billed     Cuckoo,     July 
12  and  29. 

19.  (388)   Black-billed  Cuckoo,  .July  12 
and  29. 

20.  (390)   Kingfisher,  July  3,  12  and  3L 

21.  (406)   Red-headed  Woodpecker, 
July  29. 

22.  (412)   Flicker,  July  3,  12,  29  and  31. 

23.  (420)   Xighthawk. 

24.  (423)   Chiuuiey  Swift,  July  31. 

25.  (428)   Ruby-throated      H  u  m  m  e  r  , 
common. 

26.  (444)   Kingbird,  common. 

27.  (452)   Crested   Flycatcher. 

28.  (456)   Phoebe,  common. 

29.  (461)   Wood  Pewee,  July  12.  29  and 
31. 

30.  (467)   Least  Flycatcher.  July  3. 

31.  (477)  Blue  Jay,  common. 

32.  (488)  American  Crow,  July  31. 
?,•:,.   (494)   Bobolink.  July  3,  12  and  29. 
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34.  (495)   Cowbird,  July  12  and  29. 

35.  (498)   Red-winged    Blackbird,    July 
29. 

36.  (501)   Meadowlark.    July    3,    12,    29 
and  31. 

37.  (506)   Orchard  Oriole. 

38.  (507)   Baltimore  Oriole,  July  3  and 
29. 

39.  (511b)   Bronzed  Grackle,  July  3,  12, 
29  and  31. 

40.  (529)  American  Goldfinch,  July  3, 
12,  29  and  31. 

41.  (540)  Vesper  Sparrow,  July  12  and 
31. 

42.  (560)   Chipping    Sparrow,    July    3, 
12  and  31. 

43.  (563)   Field   Sparrow,  July  29   and 
31. 

44.  (581)   Song  Sparrow,  July  3,  12,  29 
and  31. 

45.  (584)   Swamp   Sparrow,  July  29. 

46.  (587)   Chewink,  July  31. 

47.  (593)   Cardinal,  July  12  and  31. 

48.  (595)   Rose-breasted  Grosbeak. 

49.  (598)  Indigo   Bunting,  July  12,    29 
and  31. 

50.  (604)   Dickcissel,  1,  July  12. 

51.  (608)   Scarlet   Tanager,   July   29. 

52.  (611)   Purple  Martin,  July  31. 

53.  (613)   Barn  Swallow,  July  3,  12  and 
31. 

54.  (614)   Tree  Swallow,  July  29. 

55.  (616)  Bank  Swallow,  July  29. 

56.  (619)   Cedar  Waxwing,  July  12. 

57.  (624)   Red-eyed  Vireo,  common. 

58.  (627)   Warbling  Vireo. 

59.  (652)   Yellow  Warbler,  July  3,  12, 
29  and  31. 

60.  (681)   Northern  Yellow-throat,  July 
29. 

61.  (687)  American   Redstart. 

62.  (704)   Catbird,   July   3,    12,   29   and 
31. 

63.  (705)   Brown  Thrasher,   July  3,.  12 
and  29. 

64.  (721)   House  Wren,  July  12  and  31. 

65.  (725)  Long-billed      Marsh      Wren, 
July  29. 

66.  (751)  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher. 


67.  (755)  Wood  Thrush. 

68.  (756)  Wilson's   Thrush. 

69.  (761)  Robin,  July  3,  12,  29  and  31. 

70.  (766)  Bluebird,  July  12. 


The    Rock  Wren. 

On  May  31,  1909  while  out  collect- 
ing in  Kansas,  I  discovered  a  set  of 
ten  Rock  Wren,  A.  O.U.  715;  this  being 
very  unusual,  as  the  full  clutch  is  gen- 
erally six  or  seven.  The  eggs  were 
very  uniform  in  size,  shape  and  mark- 
ings, being  undoubtedly  all  layed  by 
the  same  biixl.  They  were  finely  mark- 
ed, over  the  entire  egg,  the  spots  be- 
ing more  numerous  at  the  large  end. 

The  nest  was  situated  in  a  bank  in 
a  hole  about  eight  feet  up  nest  of 
grass,  roots  and  grass;  lined  with 
horse  and  cow  hair.  Only  one  of  the 
parent  birds  was  seen.  She  left  the 
nest  at  my  approach.  She  didn't  seem 
to  be  very  much  annoyed,  but  hopped 
around  watching  the  proceedings  as 
if  it  were  an  every  day  occurrence. 
Five  of  the  eggs  were  in  different 
stages  of  incubation;  the  rest  were 
fresh. 

.June  13,  1909  I  took  a  set  of  eight. 
These  are  larger  than  the  normal 
Rock  Wren  egg,  and  nearly  round. 
Also  took  a  set  of  six  that  are  all  pure 
white  except  one,  which  if  examined 
closely,  shows  a  very  few  faint  specks 
on  the  large  end. 

The  Rock  Wren  rears  two  broods 
a  season  in  this  locality;  for  the  first 
clutch  they  complete  the  nest  before 
commencing  to  lay,  but  commence  lay- 
ing in  the  second  nest  before  it  is  ful- 
ly lined,  adding  to  it,  while  finishing 

the  set. 

Guy  Love. 


Notes  on  Snowy  Plover. 

April  25,  1909,  I  visited  the  nesting 
place  of  the  Snowy  Plover  and  Least 
Tern,  near  San  Diego,  Cal.,  a  narrow 
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sand  spit  about  one  mile  long  consist- 
ing of  sand  dunes  and  gravel  mounds 
with  the  Ocean  and  False  Bay  marsh 
on  either  side. 

Collected  only  one  set,  1-3,  fresh. 
Xest  on  little  mound  of  sand,  depres- 
sion one  inch;  diameter  three  inches, 
lined  with  bits  of  shell  and  dried  sea- 
weed.    A  little  too  early. 

]May  2,  1909,  collected  a  small  series 
of  Snowy  Plover  eggs  as  follows:  2-3; 
nest  a  small  depression  in  sand  lined 
with  bits  of  shell;   fresh  eggs. 

3-3,  nest  on  gravel  pile,  lined  with 
shell  and  dried  fish  bones;  fresh  eggs. 

4-3,  nest  on  mound  of  sand,  lined 
with  bits  of  shell;  eggs  fresh. 

5-3;  nest  in  sand  about  fifty  feet 
above  high  water  mark;  lined  with 
shell  and  bones. 

6-3;  nest  amongst  gravel  and  drift- 
woiod;  lined  with  bits  of  shell  and 
fish  bones. 

7-3;  nest  depression  in  sand;  lined 
with  bits  of  shell  and  seaweed. 

When  nearing  a  nest,  the  parent 
birds  fly  around  your  head  uttering 
sharp  cries  of  alarm,  but  when  the 
nest  is  discovered,  the  birds  use  dif- 
ferent tactics,  generally  approaching 
to  within  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  of 
the  nest,  carrying  a  small  piece  of 
shell  or  seaweed  in  their  beak;  but  at 
your  least  movement,  running  away; 
perhaps  trying  to  lead  you  a  merry 
chase  across  the  sand  in  a  vain  effort 
to  catch  them.  And  on  turning  back, 
the  chances  are  you  won't  again  find 
the  nest,  as  the  eggs  closely  resemble 
the  stones  and  seaweed  in  which  the 
nest  is  made.  It  is  very  interesting  to 
watch  a  Hock  of  these  birds  feeding 
on  sand  crabs  on  the  beaches.  As  each 
wave  recedes,  they  follow  closely  in 
its  wake  picking  up  crabs;  and  as  an- 
other wave  breaks  and  sweeps  up,  they 
run  back,  their  little  feet  fairly  hum- 
ming; yet  always  keeping  together  in 
a   perfect  squad,   perhai)S  thirty  birds 


not  taking  up  a  larger  area  than  five 
feet  square. 

In  flying  they  form  a  mass  dipping 
and  turning,  each  bird  keeping  in  per- 
fect rhythm  with  its  neighbor,  as  well 
drilled  as  the  best  regiment. 

Charles  S.  Moore. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Nesting   Dates  for  1909. 

334  AMERICAN  GOSHAWK— April 
2d,  three  eggs;  nest  sixty  feet  up  in 
white  pine.  April  20th,  female  began 
bitting  on  second  set,  which  was  after- 
wards destroyed  by  a  crow  or  squirrel. 
May  2d,  female  began  sitting  on  third 
set  in  a  nest  seventy  feet  up  in  an  oak. 
Young  (two)  taken  .July  2d  and  sent 
to  T.  H.  Jackson  at  West  Chester.  At 
present,  they  are  in  the  New  York 
Zoo.  All  three  nests  were  large,  old 
nests  fixed  over. 

333  COOPER'S  HAWK— May  16th, 
five  eggs. 

332  SHARP  SHINNED  HAWK— 
May  30th,  five  eggs. 

339. RED  SHOULDERED  HAWK— 
Found  first  nests  containing  three  and 
four  eggs  each,  on  April  13th  and 
found  a  female  sitting  on  two  fresh 
eggs  as  late  as  May  15th.  Saw  young 
out  of  the  nest  by  .June  15th. 

373  SCREECH  OWL— April  2d,  five 

eggs. 

368  BARRED  OWL— April  13th. 

375  GREAT  HORNED  OWL— May 
2d,  large  young;  nearly  ready  to  leave 
nest. 

388  BLACK  BILLED  CUCKOO— 
.June  13th,  four  eggs. 

405a  NORTHERN  PILE  AT  ED 
WOODPECKER— May  16th;  four  eggs. 
Forty-three  feet  up  in  large  oak  stub. 

409  YELLOW  BELLIER  WOOD- 
PECKER— May  1st,  Female  sitting  but 
owing  to  size  and  condition  of  stub, 
it  was  impossible  to  see  contents  of 
nest. 
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459  OLIVE  SIDED  FLYCATCHER 
— June  15th;  three  eggs.  Forty  feet 
up  in  a  hemlock  and  five  feet  from  the 
trunk  on  a  horizontal  limb. 

461  WOOD  PB  WEE— June  21st; 
three  eggs. 

471   BLUE  JAY— June  1st,  five  eggs. 

507  BALTIMORE  ORIOLE— In  two 
nests,  close  by;  the  birds  began  sit- 
ting May  25th  and  May  28th. 

538  INDIGO  F  I  N  C  H— June  13th 
seemed  to  be  the  date  on  which  most 
finches  had  fresh  sets.  In  a  little  walk 
that  day  I  saw  seven  nests;  five  of 
three  eggs  and  two  of  four  eggs. 

581  SONG  SPARROW— Saw  fresh 
eggs  in  sets  of  four  and  five  from  April 
15th  to  June  15th. 

619  CEDAR  BIRD— June  27th  seem- 
ed to  be  the  height  of  the  nesting  sea- 
son.   Saw  sets  of  four  and  five  each. 

629c  SOLITARY  VIREO— June  1st; 
four  eggs. 

636  BLACK  AND  WHITE  WARB- 
LER— June  8th;  four  eggs. 

652  YELLOW  WARBLE  R— New 
nests  finished  by  May  25th. 

657  MAGNOLIA  WARBLER— Saw 
six  nests  from  May  25th  to  June  11th 
each  containing  four  eggs. 

659  CHESTNUT  SIDED  WARBLER 
— Saw  sets  of  four  on  June  8th,  15tU 
and  22d. 

679  MOURNING  WARBLER— June 
8th;   five  eggs. 

681  YELLOW  THROAT— June  25th; 
four  eggs. 

684  HOODED  WARBLE  R— June 
6th;  five  eggs. 

Out  of  a  number  of  nests  that  I 
have  found  of  this  warbler  this  is  the 
first  to  contain  five;  four  is  the  full 
set  here. 

686  CANADIAN  WARBLER— June 
11th,  five  eggs.  June  25th  saw  several 
broods  just  out  of  the  nest. 

722  WINTER  WREN— June  15th; 
found  nest  of  large  young. 

75Sa  Ol.IVE  BACKED  THRUSH— 
June  15tli :  four  eggs. 

R.   B.    Simpson. 


The   Sondor. 

The  September  -  October  1909  num- 
ber of  The  Condor  comes  to  hand  and 
"is  gooder  than  ever"  containing 
among  other  things  the  following  ar- 
ticles: 

"Some  Owls  along  the  Gila  River 
in  Arizona"  by  M.  French  Gillman; 
"The  Nesting  of  the  Heerman  Gull," 
by  Pingrey  I.  Osborn;  "Fall  Notes 
from  Eastern  Kansas,"  by  Alex.  Whet- 
more;  "Cliff  Climbing  for  Prairie  Fal- 
cons," by  George  Richards;  "Nesting 
Notes  on  the  Lucy  Warbler,"  by  M. 
French  Gillman;  "Notes  on  some  Birds 
of  Kern  County,"  by  Harry  H.  Shel- 
don; two  pages  of  notes  from  Field 
and  Study;  the  Editor's  page;  three 
book  reviews;  and  a  list  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cooper  Ornithological 
Club,  showing  a  membership  of  two 
hundred  forty. 

The  Condor  is  the  acknowledged  au- 
thority on  the  birds  West  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  is  a  high  class  publi- 
cation. 

However  the  most  interesting  fea- 
ture of  this  number  of  The  Condor  is 
the  announcement  by  the  business 
manager  that  the  Condor  has  adopted 
the  method  so  long  in  vogue  with  THE 
OOLOGIST  of  offering  "free  to  each 
and  any  member  of  the  Club,  one 
notice  of  about  thirty-five  words  in 
each  issue  of  The  Condor,"  referring 
to  exchange  notices  such  as  appear  in 
this  magazine.  That  this  will  give  an 
added  impetus  to  the  exchange  of  spe- 
cimens, among  collectors  of  natural 
history  specimens  particularly  bird 
skins,  nests  and  eggs,  we  have  no 
doubt. 

The  pendulum  has  commenced  to 
swing  the  other  way.  The  really  care- 
ful and  accurate  modern  collector  of 
birds'  eggs  is  no  longer  looked  down 
upon.  Indeed  we  have  always  main- 
tained that  he  had  as  legitimate  a 
place  among  scientific  investigators  of 


THE  OOLOOIST. 


171 


the  world  as  any  other  class  of  natural 
history  students,  and  without  doubt 
has  done  more  towards  shaping  the 
ultimate  course  of  ornithological  in- 
vestigation among  the  men  who  have 
made  a  name  in  that  science  than  any 
other  single  element  we  know  of. 
Nearly  all  of  them  started  out  in  early 
life  as  collectors  of  birds  eggs,  and  in 
that  pursuit  learned  the  necessity  of 
careful  painstaking  accurrate  obser- 
vation and  record  keeping,  which  has 
followed  them  throughout  life,  and  has 
stored  the  pages  of  American  Orni- 
thological literature  with  the  vast 
quantity  of  valuable  information  now 
accessible  therein. 


THE  ILLINOIS  WAY! 


HUNTERS    MAY     MAKE    $2.50    DAY. 


State  Game  Warden  Wants  Wild  Fowl 
Captured  Alive  to  Restock 
Farm. 
L.  C.  Heim,  of  Marine,  Madison 
county  game  warden,  has  given  notice 
that  he  will  hire  for  the  state  any 
hunters  who  will  capture  alive  and  un- 
injured wild  ducks  to  be  put  on  the 
state  game  farm  at  Auburn.  Mr. 
Heim  states  that  he  was  authorized 
by  the  state  game  commissioner,  J. 
A.  Wheeler,  to  make  the  ofter  of  good 
wages  to  hunters  who  would  enter 
the  state's  employ.  The  game  com- 
missioner said  that  the  entire  stock  of 
wild  ducks  at  the  game  farm  had  been 
drowned.  The  ducks,  Mr.  Wheeler 
said,  hail  been  dei)rived  of  water  for 
swimming  so  long  that  they  had  de- 
generated, and  when  freshets  came  re- 
cently and  swelled  the  creeks  and 
pcnds  the  ducks,  having  lost  their  abil- 
ity to  swin,  were  drowned.  They  could 
not  produce  the  natural  oil  that  water- 
proofs a  duck's  feathers.  It  has  been 
found  necessary  to  re])lenish  the  stock 
for     breeding     purposes.     Mr.     Heim 


said  that  any  hunter  could  earn  $2. .50 
a  day.  The  ducks  must  be  trapped  or 
snared    without   wounding   them. 

The  foregoing  is  clipped  from  an 
Illinois  paper  and  shows  the  manner 
in  which  the  Illinois  tax  payer  is 
flim-flammed  out  of  his  money.  Of 
course  during  a  season  of  drouth  the 
la.\  payer  should  believe  that  the  duck 
would  in  a  few  weeks  lose  its  ability 
to  swim.  Also  that  its  system  would 
cease  to  produce  the  natural  oil  for 
water-proofing  its  feathers.  If  we  are 
not  in  error,  all  natural  history  re- 
search shows  that  birds  of  all  fami- 
lies, including  the  duck  tribe,  lose 
these  natural  instincts  and  attain- 
ments when  deprived  of  their  ordinary 
surroundings  for  a  few  weeks.  How- 
ever if  the  Illinois  tax  payer  is  will- 
ing to  swallow  the  foregoing,  we  pre- 
sume that  we  can  stand  it;  but  we 
take  this  kind  of  "dope"  as  a  citizen  of 
Illinois  and  as  one  whose  money  with 
other  inhabitants  of  the  state  is  being 
squandered  in  the  above  manner  as 
the  small  boy  took  the  straddle  bug — 
not  as  a  matter  of  choice,  but  as  a 
matter  of  have  to.  And  the  ducks 
were  drowned? 


Tliinijili  |)i"(lii'r  I"c:iry  c  l.iiiii  ili*^ 
t-ridii  U'\-  iliMl  rei-dnl  pnlrii'  nip.  iln- 
fcllnw  wild  deserves  ii  :ni(l  i  lii'  iiimii 
wild  iddic  tlic  skip  is  MisUier  hdoU"-. 


/eppeliii  iK'Kiiis  nl  I  lie  lowesi  line  in 
the  iilpli.ibet.  hut  the  iiiiin  himself  is 
very  near  the  toj)  letter  class  in  his 
trade. 


That  word  ••diictyloloRraphs"  sboiiM 
be  submitted  lo  the  siiiipiitii'd  spelling 
board  before  it  is  tried  on  tyiiewriter 
girls. 

In  suitably  lidiidriiiL'  liie  iiii'iiidry  of 
Victor  Huso  pieseiil  dji,\  I':iiisi;ins 
draw  honor  u|)<)u  iheinselves. 
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Much  easier  to  swallow  Dr.  Cook's 
story  than  that  yarn  about  336  pounds 
of  Judge  Taft  getting  really  lost  in 
the  woods. 


If  the  Prince  of  Wales  wants  to  kill 
big  game  on  Roosevelt's  African  trail 
he  must  give  the  baby  lions  time  to 
grow  up. 


The  Jealousy  of  Savants. 

The  validity  of  Dr.  Cook's  inspira- 
tion right  at  the  pole  that  his  story 
might  be  declared  a  fake  has  been 
challenged.  It  is  said  that  that  was 
the  last  thing  he  would  be  thinking 
about  then.  "I  felt  sure  it  would  be 
said  that  1  bribed  my  two  brave  Eski- 
mos and  forged  my  diary  containing 
observations,"  he  wrote  to  the  Herald. 
The  explorer  could  well  imagine  that 
his  '.  incomplete  records  and  diary 
might  be  found  with  his  bones  long 
years  after  with  no  one  to  verify  the 
facts.  As  an  educated  man  he  well 
knew  that  some  of  the  most  marvel- 
ous narratives  left  by  explorers  were 
scouted  for  years  and  even  for  centu- 
ries. 

Marco  Polo's  statements  of  his  jour- 
neys overland  to  the  far  east  waited 
over  GOO  years  for  complete  verifica- 
tion. Even  today  he  is  caricatured  as 
a  Munchausen  before  the  populace  of 
his  native  city  in  Italy.  James  Bruce, 
explorer  of  Abyssinia  and  searcher  for 
the  sources  of  the  Nile,  was  called  a 
riar  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  be- 
cause there  were  errors  in  his  calcu- 
lations, due  to  lack  of  scientific  meth- 
ods. The  accounts  brought  back  by 
Abbe  Hue  from  Tibet,  "the  roof  of 
the  world."  in  the  middle  of  the  last 
century  were  only  verified  by  -white 
men  a  few  years  ago,  when  a  British 
army  penetrated  the  land  of  mystery. 
Ever  the  sober  and  especially  the  sci- 
entific world  has  been  slow  to  accept 
the  tales  of  lone  travelers  until  backed 


by  indisputable  proofs.  Columbus' 
own  age  neglected  him  and  considered 
his  exploits  a  fake,  although  the  ra 
tundity  of  the  earth  was  not  then  an 
unknown  theory.  Fremont,  "the  Path- 
finder." was  court  martialed.  and  when 
Stanley  reported  the  finding  of  Living- 
stone he  was  bluntly  told  to  produce 
Livingstone  in  proof. 


Among  the  items  sidetracked  by  the 
dual  discovery  of  the  pole  are  the  tar- 
iff, benzoate  of  soda,  conservation  of 
forests  and  that  trifling  incident  be- 
tween Fowler  and  Dncle  Joe. 


Peaceful  relations  l-etween  certain 
neighboring  towns  and  cities  in  the 
land  are  likely  to  be  strained  as  soon 
as  the  next  census  is  taken. 


Dr.  Cook's  narrative  bicks  one  indis- 
pensable bit  of  internal  evidence.  It 
says  not  a  word  about  Jack   Frost. 


Allliough  straii;ht  fron)  the  arctic, 
Dr.  Cook's  advent  produced  a  hot 
wave. 


It    looks   like  a   dispute  which   must 
be  referred  to  the  north  pole. 


Sticklers  are  disputing  as  to  the 
proper  place  to  put  the  accent  in  auto- 
mobile. A  prefix  rarely  printed,  but 
most  always  understood,  which  begins 
with  a  big,  big  D.  is  the  syllable 
usually  made  emphatic. 


The  lid  on  the  roosters  crow  de- 
Tised  for  Washington  doubtless  has 
strong  backing  from  certain  individ- 
uals who  want  to  do  all  the  crowing 
around  that  dunghill  themselves. 


When  the  Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale 
advised  us  to  "look  up"  he  wasn't 
thinking  of  aeroplane  wings  overhead, 
but  of  the  kind  so  hard  lo  sprout. 
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For   Sale    at    Reduced    Prices: 


Moose,  Elk,  Caribou  and  Deer  horns 
and  scalps;  also  extra  scalps  and  sets 
of  choice  Antlers.  Skins  tor  rug  mak- 
ing, polished  Buffalo  horns.  Elk  tusks. 
All  guaranteed  goods;  duty  free;  re- 
turnable if  not  satisfactory  to  pur- 
chaser. 

References:  Leading  American 
Sporting  Journals. 

Also  a  few  fine  mounted  Moose,  Elk 
and  Deer  heads.  I  can  supply  any 
wish  in  my  line. 

Edwin  Dixon,  Dealer  in  Game  heads. 
Main  Street, 
Unionville,   Ontario. 

A  FEW  STANDING   REMARKS, 


The  business  office  of  this  Magazine 
is  at  Lacon,  Illinois,  where  all  com- 
munications should  be  addressed. 


Articles  and  photos  on  bird  life  are 
desired  by  us  and  will  be  properly  ac- 
credited. 


All  copy  must  be  plainly  written  on 
one  side  only,  and  must  reach  us  be- 
fore the  10th  of  each  month. 


THE  OOLOGIST  will  not  advertise 
for  sale,  either  the  skins,  nests  or  eggs 
of  North  American  Birds. 


We  will  do  all  we  can  to  further 
scientific  collecting  and  the  exchange 
among  collectors  of  skins,  nests  and 
eggs. 

Fraud. 

It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  expose 
any  improper,  unscientific  or  fraudu- 
lent practices,  on  the  part  of  any  one, 
relating  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of 
si)ecimens;  or  failure  of  anyone  to 
square  accounts  in  such  matters. 
These  things  should  be  conducted 
along  honorable  lines 

R.    M.    BARNES 


Prices   for   Back   Numbers   jf  the 

YOUNG    OOLOiJiST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 

will,  during    19U8,    remain  as  below: 

After  whicli  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Should  you 
desire  back  numbers  to  complete  youi 
file,  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.  You 
can  never  obtain  them  for  less  money 
and  possibly  not  at  any  price,  as  our 
stock  ranges  from  only  1  to  25  copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for   1909  Are    as  FoIIoms: 
Nos.  1,14,  18,  31,  34-35.  42,  53,  m.  «),  lll.LJO  ,  132 
137. 139, 140. 153. 158,  are  50  cents  cacli: 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77,  78.  79.  88,  90,  100, 
113,  138,  146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  54.  55,  66.  75, 
87,  123,  127,  128,  129,  144.  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22,  27,  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50.  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 

8ir"All    other    numbers    5c.    per   copy. 

For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
145.  This  offer  includes  your  subscription 
through  1908. 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  In 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,  Nos.   1   to   12 %  .90 

Vol.  II,   1885,  Nos.   13  to  14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,   Nos.    15   to    20 90 

Vol.   IV,   1887,   Nos.    21   to   25-26 1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.60 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.  39  to  50 76 

Vol.  VII,  1890,  Nos.  51  to  62 76 

Vol.  VIII,  1891,  Nos.  63  to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75  to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.  XI,   1894,  Nos.   99   to   110 60 

Vol.   XII,   1895.   Nos.    Ill    to   122 1.00 

Vol.  XIII,  1896,  Nos.  123  to  127 60 

Vol  XIV,   1897,  Nos.   128   to   139 1.50 

Vol.   XV,    1898,   Nos.    140   to    149 60 

Vol.  XVI,  1899,  Nos.   150  to  161..  .76 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171.  .  .50 

Vol.  XVIII.   1901,   Nos.    172   to   183..      .50 

Vol.  XIX,  1902,  Nos.   184  to  195 50 

Vol.  XX,  1903,  Nos.   196  to  197 10 

Vol.    XXI,    1904,   No.    198   to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII,  1905.  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vol.  XXIII,  190fi.  222  to  233 50 

Vol.  XXIV.  1907,  234.  to  245 55 

Vol.  XXV.  1008.  24(i  to  257  .  .50 

For  $5.25  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
Inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine.  (29). 
25c.,  50r.and  7Jc.  copies. 

For  $2  50  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published.  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over 

—   I50UM)  VOLUMES  — 

Can   lio   furnished,   strongly  bound   In  cloth  and 
hoards,    as    follows: 
Vol.   1   and   II    YOUNG  OOLOGIST  hound  In 

one   volume, $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '92.  2!iS  paRcs 
of  valuable  and  Instructive  Ouloslcal 
and  Ornithological  matter  with  rann.v 
full    page    Illustrations $1.00 

Or,  If  .vou  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  win  send  them  hy  return  mall  for  only 
$1.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
o)?B8,  should"  have  these  two  volumes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  Information  »liey  contain, 
is    worth    many    times    the    price. 

Address     plainly, 

TIIK  OOl.OtilST, 

l.aeoii.  III. 
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"The  Condor" 

A  Magazine  of  Western  Ornithology 
Edited  by  J.  Grinnell. 

Associate  Editors: 

Wm.  L.  Finley,  Robert  B.  Rockwell 

"Official  Organ  of  the  Cooper  Orni- 
thological Club." 

Vol.  XI,  1909 

will  contain  the  usual  interesting 
articles  by  live  active  ornithologists 
and  will  be  illustrated  by  the  high- 
est class  of  half  tones.  You  can- 
not afford  to  miss  a  number. 

Published  bi-monthly  at  Holly- 
wood, California.  Subscription  : 
$1.50  per  year  net  in  advance. 
Single  copies:  30c  each.  Foreign 
subscription.  $1.7^. 

J.  Eugene  Law,  Business  Mgr. 

Hollywood,  California. 

W.  Lee  Chambers,  Asst.  Mgr. 

Santa  Monica,  California. 


McCALL   PATTERNS 

Ccltbr:ited  for  style,  perfect  fit,  simplicity  and 
reliability  nearly  40  years.  Sold  in  nearly 
every  city  and  town  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  or  by  mail  direct.  More  sold  than 
any   other    make.      Send    for    free    catalogue. 

McCALL'S    MAGAZINE 

More  subscribers  than  any  other  fashion 
magazine — million  a  month.  Invaluable;  Lat- 
est styles,  patterns,  dressmaking,  milliner}', 
plain  sewing,  fancy  needlework,  liairdressing-, 
etiquette,  trofd  stories,  etc.  Only  50  cents  a 
year  (worth  double),  including  a  free  pattern. 
Subscribe    today,    or    send    for    sample    copy. 

WONDERFUL    INDUCEMENTS 


Postal   1 
sh  prize  oil 

[HE  McCALL  CO.,  238  to  248  W.  37th  St.,  NEW  YORK 


lo  Agents. 
mul  new  c: 


premium  catalogue 
Address 


World's  Greatest  Collectors'  Paper 

Was  First  Paper  in  U.  S.  to  have  P.  Card  Dept. 

Organ  Most  and  Largest  Card  Clubs 

Send  ten  cents  to  the  undersigned  and  you  will 
receive  for  three  months  the  oldest,  largest,  and  best 
collectors'  illusirated  monthly  for  all  kinds  of  Hob- 
bies: Natural  History  and  American  Historical  Dis- 
coveries; Coins,  Stamps,  Curios,  Relics,  Photo- 
graphy. Minerals,  Sciences,  Illustrated  Souvenir 
Post  Cards,  Rarities,  and  New  Finds  for  all  Kinds  of 
Collectors.     Over  15,000  ads.  past  two  years. 

The  Thilatelic  IVest  and  Collection  IVorld. 

Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 
Greatest  of  its   kind  in  the  world.     Fifty  cents  en- 
titles you  to  a  year's  subscription  and  a  free  fifteen- 
word  exchange  notice  in  the  latest  exchange  depart- 
ment extant.     Over  3,600  pages  in  two  years. 

This  Illustrated  100-Page  Monthly 

was  estt'blished  in  1895,  and  has  the  largest  circula- 
tion of  any  collectors'  monthly  in  the  world,  and  in 
size  has  no  rival.  More  ads.  in  the  WEST  than  In 
all  ether  American  Collector  monthlies  combined. 
The  best-paying  medium  for  advertisers.  Rates 
small,  results  large.  It  will  pay  to  write  us  about  it. 
OUR  MOTTO:  "The  best  and  lots  of  it."  Invest 
ten  cents  judiciously  bv  sending  it  to 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE,  Publisher, 

Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 
Send  five  cents  for  membership  card  to  American 
Camera  Souvenir  Card  Club  Exchange — over  8,500 
members  in  all  parts  of  the  world — or  fifty  cents  for 
one  year's  membership  to  largest  Souvenir  Post  Card 
Philatelic  Society  or  Collectors'  Union. 

West  Souvenir  Post  Cards,  Free.  36 
for  25  cents,  and  6  months'  trial  sub- 
scription.    Many  colors.     Try  them. 

Have   You   All   the    Sub- 
scribers You  Should 
Have  ? 

If  not  write  me  at  once  and  I  will 
suggest  a  way  for  you  to  increase  the 
circulation  of  your  magazine  or  news- 
paper. I  have  made  circulations  jump 
100  to  10,000  monthly.     I  can  help  you. 

W.  CLEMENT  MOORE, 

Circulation  Specialist, 
New  Egypt,  New  Jersey 

Birds  Eggs 

I  have  for  exchange  for  species 
desired  by  me  to  complete  series 
of    many   very   common  kinds;  a 
very  large  list  of  duplicates. 
Send  me  your  exchange  list. 

R.  M.  BARNES,  Lacon,  III. 
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A    PLAIN    TALK! 

TO    ADVERTISERS! 


Did    you    know    that    THE  OOLOGIST  reaches  a  thousand  bird 
students  everv  month  ? 


Did  you  know  that  it  goes  into  every  state  and  territory  in  the 
United  States,  every  province  in  Canada,  and  nearly  every  country  in 
Europe,  besides  many  other  foreign  countries  ? 


Did  you  know  that  its  circulation  is  to-day  greater  than  that  of  all 
other  Bird  Publications  in  America  combined,  excluding  "Bird  Lore" 
and  that  this  can  be  proved  by  the  subscription  books  ? 


Did    you    know    that    sellers    of    Bird    Books,    manufacturers    of 
photographic    materials    and    cameras,    retailers    of    taxidermical    and 
Oological  Instruments,  and  dealers  in  all  Natural  History  specimens 
mounted    birds,    skins,    eggs,    nests,  etc.  should  take  notice  of  these 
facts  ? 

THE    OOLOGIST, 

Lacon,  111. 
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SUBSCRIBERS 


A  new  management  is  at  the  helm.     New  methods  are 
to  be  employed  in  making  The  Oologist. 

1.  More  and  better  cuts  will  appear. 

2.  A  series  of  colored  plates  different  from  anything  ever 
published  are  in  contemplation. 

3.  The  exchange  columns  will  be  brought  up  to  standard  if 
you  will  only  send  in  your  notices. 

4.  The  subscription  list  must  be  increased.  Cannot  each 
one  of  you  send  in  at  least  one"new  subscriber  ? 

$.  The  premium  policy  aside  from  the  free  exchange 
notice  will  be  eliminated,  the  magazine  will  be  worth  the 
price. 

THE  OOLOGIST 

l.ACON,  ILLINOIS 


The  Oologist. 

BIRDS-NESTS-EGGS 

TAXIDERMY 


Vol.  XXVI.    No.  11.       ALBION,  N.  Y.,  NOV.  15,  1901). 


Whole  No.  268 


BRIEF    SPECIAL/    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wanted.  Exchange.  For  Sale.  Etc.,   inserted  in  this  department  at  25  cents  for  each  25 
words  for  one  issue :  each  additional  word  1  cent.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents. 


TAKE     NOTICE. 

Subscription.  50  cents  per  year. 

Examine  the  number  on  the  wrapper  of 
your  Ooiof-'ist.  It  denotes  the  time  your 
subscription  expires,  ileniember  we  must 
be  notified  if  you  wish  it  discontinued  and 
all  arrearages  must  be  paid.  2(i5  your  sub- 
scription expires  with  this  issue.  26!l  your 
subscription  expires  with  December  issue 
1909.  Other  expirations  can  be  computed  by 
intermediate  numbers  at  the  rate  of  one 
immber  per  month. 

Address  all  comnuinications  to 

THE  OOLOGIST, 

J. aeon,  Illinois. 


Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cember 21,  1903,  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion,  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  .March  3,  1879. 

In  answering  advertisements  in  these 
columns  mention  "The  Oologist," 
and  thereby  help  us,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vertiser and  yourself. 


BIRDS 


THE  CELEBRATED  111  NGAKI.VN  AND 
EN(;LISH  PAHTKIDGES  AND  PHEAS- 
ANTS, capercailzies,  black  game,  wild 
turkeys,  (luails,  rabbits,  deer,  etc.  for  stock 
purposes.  Fancy  pheasants,  peafowl,  swans, 
cranes,  storks,  ornamental  geese  and  ducks, 
foxes,  s<iuirrels,  ferrets,  and  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  WENZ  A- .M.\('EKNSEN. 
Dept.  H.  Pheasantry  it  (Jame  Park.  Yardley, 
Pa. 

FOR  S.VLE:— .\  collection  of  .Mexican  bird- 
skins,  containing  several  hundreds  of  spe- 
cies; perfect  skins  with  careful  data.  This 
collection  includes  a  variety  of  Raptores  and 
Gamebirds.  Will  dispose  of  same,  individ- 
ually, "r  as  a  whole  .No  exchange.  .VUS- 
TIN  P.ML  SMITH.  Rox  111.  Brownsville, 
Texas. 

WANTED.— Perfect  skins  of  Suowy  Heron. 
Long-billed  Curlew.  Avocet.  P..  P>.  Plover. 
Bartemian  Sandpii)er.  Golden  Plover.  Red- 
tailed  Hawk  and  others.  Offer  good  ex- 
change. Send  list  and  receive  mine.  E.  R. 
ADA.NLS.  Taxidermist.  Box  196.  Canton, 
Mass. 

W.\NTED-First  flasH  lalieled  skii:snf  N. 
A.  small  land  birds,  for  A\  skins;)'  birds 
from  N,  E.  Illinois  and  California-  I  can 
also  use  C.  A-  S.  Am.  birds  in  exc  lange.— 

H.  K.  CO  ALE. 
Lifi  Washington  street.  (  liicago. 

I'oR  S.M.i;  or  Exchange  for  Bird  Skins. 
Rooks  by  C.  B.  Cory:  Birds  of  Hayti  and  San 
Domingo;  Birds  of  liahamas:  Birds  of  East- 
ern N.  .\.,  also  O.  A-  o.  Vol.  viii.  F.  B.  Mc- 
KECHNIE,  Poiikapog,  Mass, 


WANTED.— 1  wish  to  get  .V-1  skins  of  Bob 
White,  California  (^uaiLSora  Rail  and  others 
for  mounting.  .1.  F.  1I.\NS.M.\N,  473ti  St. 
Lawrence  .Vve.,  Chicago,  III. 

WANTED. -Skins  of  all  the  (puiils.  i)ar- 
tridges,  gronse  and  pheasants  of  Mexico, 
Central  and  South  .Vmerica,  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa  and  Australia  (all  over  the  world), 
cash  or  exchange.  Write  what  you  have  and 
what  you  want.  .1,  F.  FR.VZIER.  Audubon, 
Iowa.      

W.VNTED.— I'irst  class  skins  of  .Murrelets. 
Gulls,  Shearwaters,  Rails,  Shore  I'.irds, 
Grouse,  Hawks,  Owls,  particularly  Snowy 
and  (ireat  (iray,  and  certain  snutll  land  binls. 
Offer  representative  Southern  California 
species,  also  tine  sets  of  personally  taken 
Heermann's  (iulls  and  Blue-footed  Boobies, 
.\11  reliable  collectors  send  lists.  PINGREY 
I.  OSBII.'N,  l'as;idcna.  Calif. 

Thirty  Kuropian  l)ir(ls"  skins,  good  ijuality 
and  capable  of  being  niounlcil.  I'erbaps  of 
twenty  si)ecies;  such  as  European  Dipper. 
Hoopoe.  Wryneck.  Kinsjiisher.  clc  *1U  for 
the  lot.  .U'STIN  P.ML  S.MITH.  Box  HI, 
Brownsville,  Texas. . 

WANTPH).— Skins  of  birds  not  common  in 
this  locality  to  mount  on  lialves.  Write 
tir>f.  .VirniCi;  IIINKLE,  Newark,  Wayne 
County.  N.  \. 

W.\NTED.— Skins  of  .Masked  Bob-white, 
Eskimo  Curlew,  San  Pedro,  Partridge, 
Spotted  Owl.  Flammulated  Screech  Owl, 
Pribilof  Sand  I'iper.  i'.ristle-thighed  Curlew, 
and  any  otli»-r  rare  skins.  .1.  !•'.  I'"i;.\/IER. 
Andiilxiii.  Iowa. 

W.V.NTED. -First  class  skins,  especially  of 
east  of  .Mississip:i  material.  Send  lists.  B. 
H    s\\   \  I, KS.  (irosse  Isle.  Michigan. 
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WANTED— A  few  good  skins  of  the  Aleu- 
tian Tern  (Sterna  aleutica)  Thayer  Museum, 
Lancaster.  Mass. 

FOR  EXCHANGE— Bird  skins,  long  list  of 
books.  Want  bird  skins,  mounted  birds  or 
books  on  birds.  ORIN  GREENWOOD,  840 
East  Main  St  .  Manchester.  Iowa. 

COSTA  RICA  SKINS.— Write  me  your 
wants.  Bird  and  Manimel  skins  collected 
from  this  locality  for  cash.  HENRY  F. 

RA  VEN.  Box  73.  Limon.  Costa  Rica. 

Rare  birds'  skins,  eggs,  and  nests  from 
Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  Central  and  South 
America  at  low  prices.  Also  Ornithological 
Books  and  Reptiles'  Eggs.  See  Bulletin. 
Specimen  number  for  2  cent  stamp.  World 
Wide  Circulation.  Ad  rates  1  cent  a  word. 
THE  BULLETIN,  i  Duke  St..  Adelphi. 
London,  W.  C.  England. 

WANTED.— The  following  first  class  skins: 
one  pair  Tree  Sparrow,  one  pair  Western  Tree 
Sparrow,  one  pair  Chipping  Sparrow,  one 
female  Clay  Colored  Sparrow,  one  pair 
Western  Chipping  Sparrow,  one  pair 
Brewer's  Sparrow,  one  pair  Field  Sparrow, 
and  one  pair  Western  Field  Sparrow,  all 
extra  A.  1.  suitable  for  mounting.  R.  M. 
BARNES.  Lacon,  Ills. 

EGGS 

EGGS  IN  FINE  SETS-I  can  supply  fol- 
lowing species:  121,  207,  2a3a,  29',  295,  301,  302, 
313,  318,  319,  321.  327,  328,  3.53,  354,  354a,  359,  360c, 
370a.  376,  417,  419,  421,  4206,  459.  475,  487,  490./, 
490,S.  513a,  518,  533,  534,  536,  554,  5676,  581J,  586 
5936,  607,  641.  637,  654a,  ()83a,  697,  702,  708,  706,  730, 
735'',  736a,  738,  749,  754.  763.  Exchange  lists  in- 
vited. THOMAS  H.  JACKSON,  West  Ches- 
ter, Pa.,  304  N.  F_ranklin  St. 

FOR  rare  Oological  specimens  from  Asia, 
Africa,  Australia,  and  South  America,  see 
"The  Bulletin."  World  wide  circulation- 
Advertisement  rates  50  cts.  per  inch.  Wants 
and  Exchange  column,  1  cent  a  word.  Sam- 
ple copy  3  cent  stamp  only,  "THE  BULLE. 
TIN,"  4  Duke  St..  Adelphi.  London.  England 

^FOR  EXCHANGE. -In  A.  I.  sets,  with 
data.  190, 194,  263.  333.  337.  337b,  339,  359,  (;359.1) 
362,  364,  375,  390,  423.  633.1,  759b  and  others. 
Also  buttertlies  and  moths,  in  dust  and  insect 
proof  mounts.  Very  fine  minerals  in  fine 
cabinet  specimens  and  some  Indian  relics. 
Want  all  of  the  above,  in  fine  specimens  and 
especially  want  328,  318,  349,  332.  301.  309,  281, 
224,  208,  27.  Send  lists.  L.  C.  SNYDER. 
Lacona.  New  Yoik. 

WANTED. -First  fournumbersof  Volume 
one  of  the  Nidiologist.  Will  pay  cash  or  will 
exchange  sets  of  eggs  or  30  different  numbers 
of  the  Nidiologist.  Send  me  your  exchange 
list.    EVAN  DAVIS.  Orange.  Calif. 

WANTED.- A  set  each  of  the  Broad-winged 
and  Sharp-shinned  JIawk.  Can  offer  in 
exchange  fiiu-  western  sets  with  nest.  D.  E. 
BROWN.  90  Fniversity  St.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

FOR  EXCH  AN(tE.-636  n  5.  477  1-4  1-3.  681d 
n-4,  595  1-4.  755  2-3,  390  1-7,  65  1-3,  201  1-4,-  388  2-4. 
EDWAIM)  S.  COOMBS.  243  Franklin  St.. 
Boston.  .Mass. 

I  HAVE  a  lot  of  fine  sets  of  Sea  Birds 
Eggs  from  Iceland  and  Lapland,  to  exchange 
for  other  kinds.  Send  vour  list  to  WALTER 
RAINE,  Kew  Beach.  Toronto,  Canada. 


TO  EXCHANGE  — Sets  with  data,  North 
American  and  Foreign.  Can  use  many  com- 
mon kinds  of  both.  Dr.  T.  W.  RICHARDS 
U.S.  Navy,  1911  N.  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington, 

D.  C. 

FOR  SALE-Fine  sets  of  Sea  Birds  Eggs, 
Aucks,  Loons,  Gulls  and  Plovers  from  Ice- 
land, Lapland  and  Sweden.  WALTER 
RAINE,  Kew  Beach,  Toronto,  Canada. 

WANTED— A  good  second-hand  egg  cabi- 
net. Send  description  and  price,  together 
with  inside  measurements  of  drawers,  when 
answering  this  ad,    C.  BERT  NICHOLS 

Ciranville,  N.  Y. 

WANTED. -Eggs  in  sets  with  data  and 
ornithological  books  in  exchange  for  books 
or  eggs.    Will  pay  cash  for  bird  books.     H. 

E.  BISHOP,  Sayre.  Pa. 

WANTED.— To  exchange  sets  of  eggs  with 
any  first  class  collectors.  Desire  many  com- 
mon ones  in  series  and  in  nests.  Ofier  rare 
species,  also  local  series.  H.  H.  BAILEY, 
321  54th  St..  New  Port  News,  Va. 

Snapping  Turtle  1-25, 1-30, 1-40,  4  cents  per 
egg  prepaid.  Six  well  marked  sets  of  Red 
shouldered  Hawk  5.3. 1-4.  All  first  class  with 
data.  J  AS.  O.  JOHNSON,  Southington.  Conn 

FOR  EXCHANGE.  -  My  entire  coll.  of 
Nests,  Eggs,  some  Skins.  1500  choice  sets 
Parties  interested  write  for  list.  etc.  PHILO 
W.  SMITH.  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 

FOR  EXCHANGE. -A  collection  of  about 
155  species— one  set  each  of  North  American 
Birds  Eggs;  also  a  12-drawer  quarter  sawed 
Oak  Cabinet.  No  fair  offer  refused.  M.  F 
HENCHEY,  60  Arnold  St.,  Westfield,  Mass 

EXCHANGE.— A  tine  series  of  ten  of  the 
Pallas  Murre  from  ('ape  Hope.  Alaska.  I 
want  188.  332,  343,  348,  362,  364  and  many  others, 
D.  E.  BROWN,  6044  1st  Ave..  No.  W,  Sta.  F. 
Seattle,  Wash. 

I  am  disposing  of  my  collection  of  nests 
and  eggs.  Would  exchange  for  bird  skins 
and  stamps.  F.  T.  C(.)RLESS,  804  E.  14  N.. 
Portland,  Oregon. 

I  CAN  OFFER  30a  1-11,  32  Ml,  184  1-4, 187  1-3 
1-4. 199  1-5,  378a  1-6,  513  1-3,  and  many  .ingles 
with  data.  What  have  YOU  to  offer  ? 
ERNEST  H.  SHORT,  Box  173  Rochester.  N. 
Y. 

WANTED.— Nests  with  and  without  sets  of 
463.  466,  550.  642.  645.  654.  667.  686,  719.  722,  726,  748, 
758,759b.  J  AS.  P.  BALL.  M.D.,  Frankford,  Pa. 

WANTED.— Eggs  in  sets  of  Green  Jay, 
Say's  Phoebe.  Mountain  Chickadee.  Tufted 
Titmouse.  Lazuli  Bunting,  Summer  Tanager 
Hooded  Oriole.  Prairie  and  Pine  Warblers, 
old  bird  magazines.  C.  M.  CASE,  7Holcomb 
St..  Hartford,  Conn. 

Sets  Sharp-shinned,  Broad  winged  Hawks, 
P.arred  and  (ireat  Horned  Owls,  Great  Blue 
Heron  and  others  to  dispose  of.  S.  S. 
DICKEY.  Waynesburg,  Pa. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.— Fine  sets  of  Least 
Tern,  Black  Skimmer,  Louisiana  Heron, 
Wayne's  Clapper  Rail.  Florida  Burrowing 
Owl.  and  others.  For  parliculars  address 
W.  W.  WORTHINCiTON.  Shelter  Island 
Heights.  New  York. 

FOR  EXCHANGE- First  class  Eggs  in 
sets.    C.  S.  RUTHERFORD,  Revere,  Mo. 
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KAKK  K(i(;s  von  KX('llAN(;i':.-I  liave 
a  few  sets  of  Ileerinan's  <;ull.  liliie-footed 
llooby.  Red-footed  Booby.  Black  Petiei, 
Least  Petrel,  Soccoro  Petrel. Cassin's  An'-  let. 
Ridgeway's  Noddy.  Black  vented  Sliear- 
water.  Blue-faced  Booby.  What  ha' e  you? 
Only  perfect  sets  wanted  and  must  be  srict- 
ly  A  1.  W.  LKKCHAMBKHS,  Santa  Monica. 
Cal. 

FOR  EXC'HANGH. -Incomplete  sets  and 
singles,  with  data,  of  White  Neck  Raven. 
Many  common  singles  wanted.  H.  V. 
BENEDICT.  Austin.  Texas. 

TO  EXCHAN(}E-Sets  of  658  and  others  for 
same.  J.  fLAiRE  WOOD.  179  17th  Street. 
Detroit.  Mich. 

NESTS  with  and  without  sets  wanted,  also 
reptile  eggs,  common  variety  particularly. 
J.  P.  BALL.  .M.  P..  Frankford.  Phila. 

I  have  sets  of  364  and  709  to  exchange.  I 
want  131  and  149.  ROBERT  P.  SHARPLES, 
West  Chester.  Pa. 

TO  EXCHANGE. -To  clear  up.  390  2:5.14; 
622  A  3-6:  3;i9  3-2.  3-3;  77  1-2;  475  3-6.  1-7.  Who 
wants  them?  All  A  No.  1.  R.T.  FULLER, 
Lacona.  New  York. 

I  offer  1-3.  2-4  Fish  Crow,  1-5  201.  1-5  194;  all 
for  a  set  of  Bartman's  Sandpiper  4  or  5  eggs. 
W.  B.  CRISPIN.  Salem.  N.  J. 

FOR  EXCHANGE. -Giant  Fulme  .  6-1,  at 
f25  per  egg.  Wandering  Albatross  5-1,  $20 
per  egg.  Send  lists.  JOHN  H.  FLANAGAN, 
10  Weybosset  St..  Providence,  R.  I. 


BOOKS 


For  liargains  in  books  on  Ornithology  and 
Oology  see  "The  Bulletin."  post  free  for  2 
cent  stamp.  "THE  BILLETIN."  4  Duke  St.. 
Adelphi.  London.  England. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.-Nicely  bound  vols,  of 
Bird  Lore,  a  partially  complete  file  of 
Oologist  from  No.  1  to  date,  many  vols,  and 
odd  numbers  of  bird  magazines,  also  a  few 
nice  sets  to  exchange.  I  want  especially  No. 
6  Nol.  V  the  Oologist  and  No.  6  Vol.  I  the 
Nidologist.  IL  .1.  KOFAHL.  911  Congress 
Avenue,  .\ustin.  Texas. 


BIRD  .MAGAZINES.-I  have  about  5000 
odd  numbers  of  all  the  bird  .Magazines  pub- 
li."'>hed  in -Viuerica.  Nearly  complete  tiles  of 
Osprey,  Nidiologist.  Condors.  Oologist.  O.  P. 
O..  etc..  etc.  What  do  you  need  to  complete 
your  files.  W.  LEE  CH.V.MBEBS.  Santa 
Monica.  Cal. 

(iLEA.\IN(;s.  No.  5.-The  Purple  .Martin 
and  Houses  for  its  Summer  Home.  1909.— 
Price  $HHI.  or  will  exchanse  for  bird  books  of 
equal  value.    .1.  WARREN  .JACOBS. 

Waynesburg.  Pa. 

EXCH.\N<.E  .NOTICE.-:;!  Publications  of 
Cal.  .Vcadcmy  of  Science. and  II  Publications 
by  Bryant.  Belding  and  Anthony,  to  ex- 
change for  first-class  Sets  with  data.  Send 
lists,  also  Sets  for  same.  H.  F.  DCI'MEY. 
919  Morgan  street.  Santa  Itosa.  California. 


WANTED.-Back  numbers  of  The  Auk. 
Nuttal's  Bulletin  and  other  bird  magazines, 
also  on  insects.  Have  numbers  to  exchange. 
*..  W.  HCMPllRE^".  Dcdham.  Mass. 

TO  EXCllA  V(!E.— I'.ound  volumes  Nidi- 
ologist. Osprey  and  Oologist  to  exchange  for 
the  same  in  numbers  as  issued.  F.  B. 
.MilvECIIMF.  Poiikapog  .Mass. 

l"Oi;  S.VLE— Bendire's  life  histories,  2  vols, 
half  morocco,  binding  good  as  new.  Would 
trade  for  good  Shot  (iun.  C.  S.  HCTHER- 
FOKM).  Revere.  .Mo. 

FOR  SALE.-Auk.  Vol.  (i.  $5.00;  Vols.  Hand 
15.  $1.50  each.  Also  Bendire's  Life  Histories, 
Vol.  1,  index  stained.  $5.00.  H.  S.  HATH- 
AWAY. Box  1466.  Providence.  K.  I. 

WANTED.—  Following  publications: 
National  Museum  Bulletin  5C.  Ridgway; 
Bendire's  Life  Histories;  Condor,  first  three 
volumes,  etc.  Offer  C.VSH  or  desiral)le  sets 
as  HeernuuHi's  (iuU.  Xantus  Murrelett.  Blue- 
footed  Booby,  Socorro  Petrel.  PINCiREE  I. 
OSBURN.  Pasadena.  California. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANCiE.-American 
Ornithology,  by  Wilson  tt  Bonaparte.  Pacitic 
Railroad  Survey,  Geikies'  (ieology.  and  other 
books  and  magazines.  Hl'OH  D.  P.VLLIS- 
TER.3754  Independence  Rd..  Cleveland,  (^)hio. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE  -  Orni- 
thological publications,  lantern  slides  from 
bird  subjects  from  life,  some  specimens  and 
odds  and  ends,  pair  of  climbing  irons.  Lists 
furnished.  What  have  you  got  and  what  do 
you  want.  B.  S.  BOWDISH.  141  Broadway, 
New  York  City.  

EXCHANGE. -Auk  Vol.  19.  Osprey  Vol.  1 
(2  numbers  missing)  Vol.2.  .Vppleton's  Pop- 
ular Science  Monthly.  Smithsonian  Report, 
19(17.  25th  Ethnology  Report  for  sets,  other 
magazines,  or  cash.  Want  especially  Nidi- 
ologist Vol.  1.  No.  6,  Cooper  Club  Bulletin 
Vol.1  0.3.  cash  or  exchange.  i:.\KLE  R. 
FOR  BEST.  357  N.  .Main  St.,  Washington, 
Pennsylvania. 

FOB  SALE.— The  following  books:  Birds 
of  North  an<l  Middle  .\merica  by  Ridgway, 
Parts  I.  II.  Ill,  and  IV.  liirds  of  Wyoming 
lilir  bv  Rnight.  Our  Northern  and  Eastern 
Birds,' by  E.  \.  Samuels.  Nuttall's  Ornithol- 
(.t'y,  two  volumes.  The  .\uk.  Vols.  Ki.  21.  22, 
'■•3  in  id ''l  .Ml  in  excellent  condition.  Will 
sell  cheap.     I'.  C.  HCiiEL.  Clarkston.   Mich. 

P.11;D  M.V(i.\ZINES  W.VNTED.— .\uk.odd 
luimbers  or  complete  tiles  of  first  ten 
volumes;  Bulletin  of  the  Cooper  Ornithologi- 
cal Club.  Vol.  1  complete  or  odd  parts; 
Western  Ornithologist,  complete  file;  Audu- 
bon Magazine,  complete  tile:  ^idiologist.  Vol. 
1  complete  or  odd  numbers;  Complete  liles  of 
any  P.ird  Magazines  for  the  above  I  will  i,'ive 
cash  or  will  exchange  other  bird  magazines. 
W.  l.EE  CH.\MBEKS.  Santa  .Monica.  Cal. 

To  exchange  for  nests  and  sets  of  Warblers, 
Vireos  Fly-catchers.  Thrushes  and  Wood- 
peckers. f)wls.  Rails.  Duck.^  and  Hawks.  II. 
S  l'"ish  Commission  Bulletin.  Vols.  16.  17.  IH. 
Im'  •■'■''and  24  (2  vols.);  Report  '95.  '!t6.  '9/.  98, 
'99  '()■•'  '03  (2  vols.);  Fish  and  Fisheries  of 
PoVto  Rico:  U.  S.  Ethnology  I'.uUetin  25.  Re- 
ports 14th.  1.5fh.  16th.  17th  (i>art  1  and  2)  20.21 
2''  ipt  1  and  2)  and  IKS,5-6:  Over  3(H)  (;eoloi:ical 
Volumes  on  Forest  Reserves.  I'lileontology 
and  all  Fossils.  These  muRt  all  go  before 
Jan  1  1910.    L.  B.  IIOWSLEV.  Mullaii.  Idaho. 
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FOR  SALE  OR  TO  EXCHA\GE-For  bird 
skins,  books  or  pamphlets.  iMinot,  Land  and 
Game  Birds  of  N.E.;Ingersoll,  Birds  Nesting; 
Capen,  Oology  of  N.  K.;  Davie.  Methods  in 
the  Art  of  Taxidermy:  Coues,  Field  Orni- 
thology: Langille,  Our  Birds  in  Their  Haunts; 
Cory.  Birds  of  Hay  t  i  and  San  Domingo:  Cory. 
Birds  of  Eastern  North  America.  F.  B. 
McKECHME.  Ponkapog.  >[ass. 

WANTED  FOR  CASH.-No's.  1  and  2.  Vol. 
h  Nidologist.  JOHN  H.  FLANAGAN,  10 
Weybosset  St..  Providence,  R.  I. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


FOR  SALE  OK  EXCHANGE.  -  National 
Automatic  Telegraphy  Transmitter.  A  com- 
plete home  course  in  telegraphy  $12  cash  or 
exchange  for  good  sets.    A.  D.  I)OER(iE. 

W.\NTED.-To  exchange  butterflies  with 
collectors  west,  south  and  in  Canada.  J.  R. 
HARNMERLE.  88  Madison  St..  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pa. 

WANTED.— (iood  photographs  of  nests 
and  eggs  of  Mississippi  Valley  Migrants 
breeding  in  north  i  e..  Warblers.  Sparrows, 
etc.  J.  F.  FERRV.Chicago.IlL.Careof  Field 
Museum  of  Natural  History. 

FOR  SALE.— Deer  heads  for  mounting 
also  extra  scalps  and  antlers.  Prices  very 
reasonable.  Some  choice  game  bird  and 
mammal  skins  and  mounted  specimens. 

GEO.  F.  GUELi"'.  Taxidermist,  Brockport, 
N.  Y. 


FREE;— Lessons  in  Taxidermy,  with  every 
15.00  order  of  Taxidermy,  or  over.  (Jame 
heads,  rugs.  Fur  Coats,  Lap  Robes,  etc,  for 
sale.  R.  F.  MULLEN.  Expert  Taxidermist, 
509  N.  24th  St..  2d  floor.  South  Omaha,  Nebr. 

WANTED;—  Good  photographs  of  nests 
and  eggs  of  the  following;  Any  warbler  nest- 
ing in  the  Northern  U.  S.;  also  of  A.  O.  U. 
Nos.  558,  567,  759  B.,  402,  517.  722,  726.  J.  F. 
FERRY,  Field  Museum,  Chicago. 

FOR  EXCHAN(;E.-A  number  of  genuine 
buffalo  horns,  first  class,  in  pairs  and  singles, 
for  sets  with  data.  W.  C.  PARKS,  704  Milli- 
gan  St.,  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

.  WANTED-Agood  Magic  Lantern.  Offer 
in  exchange,  specimens  or  a  fine  camera.  J. 
O.  SNYDER.  Box  775,  Stanford  University. 
California. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE:-Have  two 
Gray  Wolf  pups  to  sell  or  exchange  for 
other  animals  or  fowls.  Thev  are  large, 
strong  specimens  and  are  as  gentle  and  play- 
ful as  dogs.  Write  for  full  description  to 
LAKE  HARRIS,  .lay  Em,  Wyoming. 

WANTED:-A  pair  of  Texas  Steer  Horns, 
unmounted.  If  you  have  any  for  sale,  write 
and  state  your  price.  SAMUEL  HUNSIX- 
GER,  Taxidermist,  Secor,  111. 

EXCHANGE.  —  Send  stamp  for  list  of 
articles  to  exchange  or  sell.  DAVID  PRATT. 
Box  538  Freefort,  Maine. 

High  grade  cameras,  lenses,  field  glasses, 
etc.  for  natural  history  work.  I  import  them 
and  can  save  you  money.  Correspondence 
invited.  C.  E.  WEBSTER.  No.  Yakima. 
Wash. 


I  WANT  INDIAN  RELICS,  especially  ar- 
row points.    L.  B.  HAUSLEV, 

Mullen,  Idaho. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.-A  good  $110.00  Cali- 
graph  Typewriter,  few  fine  meteorite  speci- 
mens polished;  many  good  curios  and  over 
8000  species  of  Land  and  Marine  Shells. 
Want  eggs  in  sets  and  singles.  ^^'.  F.  WEBB, 
202  Westminster  Road.  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

WANTED.— Souvenir  and  photographic 
postal  cards  in  exchange  for  same;  bird  and 
nature  studies  especially  aesired.  BURTIS 
H.  WILSON.  1064  17th  St..  Rock  Island.  111. 

WANTED— A  pair  of  Marine  Field  Glasses; 
must  be  very  clear  and  strong  magnification. 
Will  exchange  for  same,  Indian  relics  skins 
and  eggs.  ARTHUR  W.  BROCK  WAY,  Had- 
lyme.  Conn. 

WANTED.— Pair  of  climbing  irons;  small 
fgg  drill  and  blow  pipe.  State  lowest  price; 
also  give  descriptions.  K.  ROCKEY.  334  W. 
56th  St..  New  York  City. 

New  issue  of  THE  BULLETIN 

contains  many  bargains  in  Ornitho- 
logical Books.  Sample  copy  post  free 
for  2  cent  stamp. 

THE     BULLETIN, 
4  Dttke  St., 

Aclelphi,  London,  England. 

BOOKS  and  MAGAZINES 

P^specially  pertaining  to  Ornithology  and 
nature  study. 

Oologist  and  Taxidermists  Tools 

Write  me  just  what  you  want.  I  can  save 
you  money. 

BENJAMIN     HOAQ, 
Stephentown,  New  York. 

Ornithology. 

Oology — Specimens  and  Books.  See 
"The  Bulletin."  post  free  for  3  cent 
stamp. 

The  Bulletin  4  Duke  St. 

Adelphi,    London,    England. 
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PA  V  UP! 

At  the  time  we  took  over  THE  OOLOGIST  there  were 
734  paid  subscribers  on  the  subscription  list,  i^^of  whom 
had  paid  in  advance  for  a  year  or  more  subscription.  Since 
that  time  173  old  subscribers  have  paid  their  subscription. 
The  balance  are  in  arrears.  The  subscription  list  has  doubled. 
Of  course  the  above  hgures  do  not  include  the  new  sub- 
scriptions. 

The  plain  statement  of  fact  is  laid  before  our  readers  that 
they  may  understand  the  condition  of  the  thing  as  it  now  is. 
A  magazine  cannot  exist  without  sufficient  support  to  pay  for 
printing,  type  setting,  paper,  postage,  plates,  and  the  like. 

Now,  Mr.  Subscriber,  this  strictly  means  you;  and  it  is  up 

to  you  to  arrange  at  once  a  payment  of  the  amount  due  from 

you  to  "  THE  OOLOGIST."     The  end  of  the  year  is  a  good 

time  to  square  up  with  the  whole  world,  and  we  especially 

request  that  you  give  this  notice  attention,  and  remit  the 

amount  due  for  your  back  subscription  and  also  send  in  your 

renewal  for  191 0.     In  order  to  make  sure  of  this  you  should 

attend  to  it  while  it  is  still  on  your  mind,  as  the  result  of 

reading  this  notice. 

R.  M.   BARNES,  Publisher. 
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12.     View    in    Great    Blue    Heronry,    7  miles  south  of  Lacon,   III. 

—Photo  by  W.  E.   Loucks 
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They  Are  Gone. 

Years  ago,  seven  miles  south  of 
Lacon,  Illinois,  the  Great  Blue  Heron 
bred  in  large  numbers.  The  •'Herony'" 
as  it  was  locally  known,  was  situated 
at  the  head  of  a  bayou  or  slough,  a 
wide,  shallow  pond-like  lake  surround- 
ed with  flags,  wild  rice  and  bull 
rushes,  called  "Rice  Pond"  into  the 
head  of  which  emi)tied  a  small  creek 
that  wound  through  the  West  edge  of 
the  Herony.  The  whole  territory  was 
a  perfect  marsh  and  lay  about  a  mile 
east  of  the  Illinois  river,  and  a  half 
mile  West  of  the  East  line  of  the  high 
water  overflow  of  the  river  bottoms 
proper. 

Here  was  situated  a  small  grove 
containing  fifteen  or  twenty  very  large 
cotton  wood  and  sycamore  trees.  The 
size  of  these  trees  was  immense. 
These  birds  nested  along  with  the 
White  Egret  and  the  Florida  Cormor- 
ant in  considerable  numbers  at  this 
place,  building  their  nests  of  dry,  dead 
and  very  light  sticks;  though  some  of 
the  sticks  were  of  considerable  size. 
The  nests  were  placed  at  the  extre- 
mities of  the  branches  of  the  tallest 
trees  both  at  the  ends  of  the  verticle 
limbs  and  of  the  horizontal  limbs. 
This  Heronry  had  been  in  existence 
ever  since  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  The  White  Egret  was  the 
first  to  go.  thirty  years  ago  seeing  the 
last  of  the  nesting  birds  of  this  spe- 
cies at  that  point. 

The  Florida  Cormorant  followed 
next  in  order.  In  1890  was  the  last 
time  these  birds  nested  among  their 
old  neighbors,  the  Blue  Heron. 

The  main  line  of  the  great  Santa  Fe 
Railway  was  built  from  Kansas  City 
to  Chicago  in  1887  and  passed  almost 
through  the  Northerly  edge  of  this 
Heronry  within  less  than  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  of  it.  It  vvas  soon  after  this 
that  the  Cormorants  left.  The  Great 
Blue  Heron  however,  stayed  by  its  old 


home  as  long  as  the  old  home  stayed 
by  it,  and  their  nests  dotted  these 
great  tree  tops  in  this  vicinity  until 
this  year,   (1909.) 

In  1901  the  Sanitary  District  of  Chi- 
cago turned  down  the  Illinois  river, 
the  sewage  of  Chicago,  diluted  with 
vast  quantities  of  Lake  Michigan  wat- 
er. This  has  raised  the  level  of  the 
river  and  permanently  overflowed  all 
the  surrounding  bottom  lands,  with 
the  result  that  nearly  all  the  large 
timber  in  the  valley  along  the  river 
is  dead.  These  giant  cotton  woods  and 
sycamores  that  had  withstood  the 
storms  of  years,  succumbed  to  this 
new  flood  of  water  and  gradually  died 
out,  their  roots  rotted  off,  and  the 
winds  did  the  rest.  Ui)on  their  re- 
turn home  this  Spring,  the  Great  Blue 
Heron  found  no  home  to  return  home 
this  S])ring,  the  Great  Blue  Heron 
found  no  home  to  retui-n  to  and  has 
gone  elsewhere. 

My  first  visit  to  this  Heronry  was  in 
April,  1888,  at  which  time  there  were 
forty-two  nests  of  the  Great  Blue 
Heron  here,  eleven  of  which  were  in 
cue  giant  cotton  wood  tree. 

May  2,  1900,  I  again  returned  to  this 
Heronry  and  found  fortj^-seven  Heron's 
nests  in  the  trees;  one  tree  contain- 
ing thirteen  nests. 

May  f),  191)4,  found  me  again  in  the 
Heronry,  which  had  by  this  time  in- 
creased until  it  contained  sixty-seven 
nests.  At  this  latter  time,  the  birds 
scened  wild,  and  there  was  evidence 
cf  the  Heronry  having  been  raided  by 
shooters,  as  dead  birds  wei-e  lyini;  all 
rcurd. 

At  each  cf  these  visits,  I  took  sever- 
al sets  cf  eggs,  and  a  beautiful  sight 
it  was  tco,  to  sit  in  the  very  topmost 
blanches  cf  a  huge  cottonwood  tree 
and  Icok  down  into  from  ten  to  a  doz- 
en nests  scattered  in  every  direction 
belcw  me,  on  the  outermost  branches 
of  the  tree.     The  nests  containe<l  from 


184 


THE    OOLOGIST 


11.     View   in   Great   Blue   Heronry,  7   miles  south  of  Lacon,   III.,   19   nests   in 
one  tree.  —Photo  by  W.  E.  Loucks. 
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three  to  six  eggs,  several  sets  of  six 
being  found,  and  at  tlie  time  of  all 
these  visits,  the  eggs  were  almost 
fresh;  many  of  them  perfectly  so. 

The  same  nest  is  used  by  this  bird 
from  year  to  year,  and  is  gradually 
added  to  after  the  manner  of  the  Fish 
Hawk.  To  get  at  these  nests  required 
some  ingenuity  aside  from  the  nervy 
climbing  which  was  necessary  to  reach 
the  top  of  the  tree  running  up  fifty 
feet  without  a  limb,  and  being  four  feet 
and  over  through  at  the  base.  In  order 
to  reach  the  eggs,  I  invented  a  scoop 
by  attaching  an  oval  wire  to  the  end 
of  a  long  bamboo  fish  pole,  sewing  my 
handkerchief  into  the  wire,  making  a 
deep  spoon,  and  with  this  I  could  reach 
out  and  scoop  up  the  eggs,  one  at  a 
time,  and  bring  them  in  from  the  ends 
of  the  limbs  on  which  the  nests  were 
situated  in  such  positions  as  to  be 
wholly  out  of  reach,  because  of  the 
danger   of   breaking   limbs. 

Within  this  Heronry  at  different 
times,  Turkey  Buzzards,  Redtailed 
Hawks,  Barred  Owls  and  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers have  been  found  nesting.  Yet 
one  of  the  strange  things  was  that 
though  there  were  many  elm  trees 
scattered  throughout  the  Heronry  of 
equal  size  with  the  cotton  wood  and 
sycamore  trees,  yet  not  a  single  Blue 
Heron's  nest  was  found  in  any  of  these 
elm  trees;  though  the  elm,  owing  to 
the  toughness  of  the  wood,  and  its 
bendability  was  by  far  the  safer  tree 
in  which  not  only  to  place  the  nest, 
but  also  for  the  searcher  for  eggs  to 
climb. 

We  present  herewith  two  photos  tak- 
en in  this  Heronry  by  W.  E.  Loucks, 
one  of  which  gives  a  good  idea  of  the 
character  of  the  territory  in  which 
these  birds  nested;  the  other  showing 
one  of  the  individual  trees  containing 
the  large  number  of  19  nests. 

W^here  the  Herons  have  gone  since 
their   home   has   been   destroyed   is   a 


mystery.  They  are  seen  continually 
passing  up  and  down  the  river  as  of 
yore.  Few  people  are  aware  of  the 
fact  that  a  Blue  Heron  may  travel,  and 
fretpiently  does  travel  fifty  miles  a 
day  each  way  to  and  from  its  feeding 
ground,  so  they  may  have  located  a 
considerable  distance  from  their  old 
habitat.     Ed. 


P.  M.  Silloway,  so  well  and  favorably 
known  to  our  readers,  has  recently 
shaken  the  dust  of  the  home  of  the 
Long-billed  Curlew — Mondana — from 
his  feet,  and  returned  to  "The  best  of 
All" — Illinois.  We  hope  with  our  read. 
ers  that  he  did  not  leave  that  splen- 
didly descriptive  pen  of  his  out  West. 


Prof.  L.  Jones,  the  well-known  bird 

authority  of  Oberlin   College  recently 

suffered  the  misfortune  of     losing     a 

member  of  his  family;   a  son.     A  fine 

splendid,  robust  lad,  making  the  death 

the  more  unexpected.     Our  sympathy 

goes  out  to  the  sorrowing  father  and 

family. 

■  ^  • 

IN    POLITICS. 


Our  old  friend,  Dr.  Frank  H.  Lattin, 
so  well  known  to  the  readers  of  this 
I)ublication,  has  recently  broken  into 
politics,  and  was  recently  elected  Cor- 
oner at  Gaines,  New  York,  having  been 
nominated  on  both  the  Democrat  and 
Rei)ublican  tickets;  his  only  opponent 
being  a  candidate  on  the  Prohibition 
ticket. 


We  are  in  the  market  for  one  pair 
each  of  the  following  live  birds.  Can 
you  get  any  of  them  for  us  ? 

R.   M.  Barnes. 

IG!)     Lesser  Snow  Goose. 

169  Blue   Goose. 

170  Ross  Snow  Goose. 

171a  American  White-fronted  Goose. 

172a  White-cheeked   Goose. 

172o  Cackling  Goose. 

17:1     Brant  Goose. 

17.".     White-bellied   Brant. 

17<;     Emperor  Goose. 
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Old    Nesting   Site   of   A   Colony   of 
Robins. 

( Manila   migratoria.) 

It  seems  an  odd  thing  to  speak  of  a 
colony  of  robins,  but  when  several 
pairs  are  found  nesting  in  the  same 
location  it  could  scarcely  be  called 
anything  else. 

However  it  was  towards  the  last  of 
May,  1907,  while  walking  in  a  field 
near  a  bridge  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H. 
R.  R.,  near  Stamford,  Conn.,  that  I 
noticed,  between  the  sections  of  the 
siding  on  the  bridge,  several  dark 
objects  which  I  thought  at  the  time  to 
be  nothing  but  piles  of  cinders  or 
dirt,  but  on  crossing  the  bridge  several 
days  later,  found  them  to  be  nests  of 
the  American  Robin,  eleven  in  number, 
all  apparently  just  ready  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  eggs,  but  no  eggs  were 
laid  in  1907,  all  the  birds  deserting 
shortly  after  my  visit.  I  never  expect- 
ed to  see  such  an  occurance  again  but 
was  very  pleasantly  surprised  on  May 
2,  1908,  while  walking  through  the 
same  field  to  see  two  new  nests  in 
the  same  location  as  those  I  had  found 
the  previous  season.  On  making  a 
thorough  search  of  the  bridge  I  found 
four  more  nests.  These  other  four 
were  built  on  an  iron  girder  directly 
under  the  tracks  and  the  tops  of  the 
nests  only  measured  22  inches  from 
the  base  of  the  rails  !  They  were 
not  the  usual  type  of  Robin  nest,  be- 
ing rather  flat  with  hardly  any  mud 
used  in  their  construction.  The  furth- 
est distance  apart  of  any  two  nests 
was  28  inches,  and  the  nearest  two 
were  16  inches  apart. 

At  this  date  none  contained  eggs. 
On  returning  May  8,  1908,  one  contain- 
ed four  eggs,  one  three,  two  two,  and 
three  were  still  empty. 

There  were  five  workmen  hammer- 
ing on  the  bridge  while  I  took  the 
photo,  one  of  which  told  me  that  the 
female  bird,  (which  he  swore  was  the 


male)  had  been  sitting  right  under 
the  hammering  for  the  most  part  of 
that  morning.  After  taking  a  picture 
of  the  nest,  I  took  the  workmen's 
and  one  of  them  whom  his 
comrades  called  "Dirty-face,"  had  an 
exceedingly  hard  time  trying  to  get 
it  through  his  head  why  he  could  not 
see  his  picture  immediately  after  I 
took  it. 

The  average  number  of  trains  which 
cross  this  bridge  per  24  hours  is  400 
uot  counting  any  freight  at  all  and  how 
these  robins  stand  this  noise  and  vi- 
bration not  more  than  20  inches  above 
their  heads  day  and  night  is  more 
than    I    can    understand. 

Most  of  the  eggs  hatched,  and  suc- 
cessful broods  left  all  but  two  of  the 
nests. 

Paul  G.  Howes. 


Ye  Editor  enjoyed  an  over  Sunday 
visit  from  J.  F.  Ferry  of  the  Field 
Museum  of  Natural  History  recently. 
He  was  our  campmate  on  a  trip  into 
the  Canadian  bird  paradise  last  Spring 
and  a  better  one  could  not  be  found. 


THE  DEAD. 


We  are  sorry  to  be  called  upon  to 
remove  from  our  subscription  list  the 
name  of  C.  T.  Brennon,  of  Mount  Car- 
roll, Illinois,  a  student  of  birds  well 
known  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  Though 
of  a  quiet,  retiring  nature,  seldom  pub- 
lishing anything,  he  had  a  large  know- 
ledge of  the  avian  tribe. 


SAMPLE    COPIES. 


With  this  issue  we  are  mailing  a 
large  number  of  sample  copies,  and 
especially  request  our  subscribers  that 
if  they  receive  more  than  one  copy 
of  THE  OOLOGIST  to  give  or  send 
the  duplicate  to  some  person  interest- 
ed in  birds,  nests  or  eggs.  By  so  do- 
ing, they  will  confer  a  favor  on  the 
present  management,  and  also  add  to 
the  subscription  list,  and  thereby  help 
build  up  the  magazine. 
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A   FEW  DESERT  SPECIES. 


In  April,  nt05,  I  made  a  hurried  trip 
througli  the  Colorado  desert  and  added 
a  few  rare  sets  to  my  collection. 

April  19,  collected  set  1-5  Leconte's 
Thrasher,  nest  In  ocatia  three  feet 
up;  composed  of  dried  catclaw  and 
mesquite  twigs  lined  with  sage  fibres. 
Bird  very  shy,  as  it  scuttled  off 
through  brush  and  cactus  as  I  draw 
near  nesting  site  and  at  a  distance  of 
one  hundred  feet  stopped  and  peeped 
at  me  from  behind  a  sage  bush  utter- 
ing a  plaintive  "whuee,  whuee." 

April  20,  took  set  of  1-6  Rock  Wren; 
nest  in  ledge  of  rock  outcropping  on 
hill  side,  composed  of  sticks  lined  with 
fur  and  feathers.  At  entrance  to  hole 
in  which  nest  was  situated  the  bird 
l)iled  a  layer  of  pebbles.  Also  found 
a  Reck  Wren's  nest  about  a  hundred 
yards  east  of  above,  containing  four 
young  about  one  day  old.  and  one  in 
fertile  egg.  Entrance  to  nest  was  also 
nicely  paved  with  pebbles. 

April  24,  collected  set  of  1-5  Verdin; 
nest  located  in  mesquite  tree  eight 
feet  U;),  a  small  ball  of  mesquite  thorns 
and  twigs  lined  with  feathers  and  fi- 
bres.    Four   inches   in   diameter. 

April  25.  took  set  of  2-6  of  the  Ver- 
din. Xest  in  choUa  four  feet  up  com- 
posed of  thorns  and  catclaws  lined 
with  fur  and  feathers.  Also  found 
Verdin's  nest  with  young  but  did  not 
ascertain  how  many  as  I  was  afraid 
parent   bird    might   desert   them. 

Same  day  took  set  2-3  Lecontes 
Thrasher,  nest  in  cholla  cactus  two 
feet  111)  composed  of  dried  twigs,  lined 
with  bard  fibres.  Heard  bird  calling 
several  hundred  feet  away  but  could 
not  get  a  glimpse  of  her.  On  a  still 
morning  it  is  i)Ossible  to  hear  these 
birds  singing  at  least  a  mile  distant. 

Ai)ril  26,  found  Lecontes  Thrasher's 
nest  in  sage  bush  three  feet  up,  con- 
taining three  young  about  one  week  old. 


Bird  was  much  more  an.xious  about 
her  young  than  the  two  birds  above 
of  their  eggs  as  she  approached  very 
near  me,  although  always  keeping  a 
cactus  plant  or  sage  between  us,  and 
at  intervals  uttering  a  pitiable  "whuee- 
ee-ee." 

April  26,  found  seven  nests  of  the 
Cactus  Wren  within  a  radius  of  one 
hundred  fifty  feet,  only  one  containing 
eggs — ^1-5.  Nests  all  in  cactus,  three 
or  four  feet  up,  composed  of  dried 
buffalo  grass  lined  with  feathers.  Nest 
containing  eggs  had  a  little  thicker 
padding  of  feathers  and  was  a  little 
longer  than  the  others,  all  globular  in 
shape  with  a  hole  near  top.  Have  no- 
ticed in  several  instances,  that  there 
are  from  four  to  five  extra  nests  very 
near  at  hand  to  one  containing  eggs; 
probably  birds  are  very  particular  as 
to  nest  or  nesting  site,  or  maybe  using 
them  for  roosting  places  or  even  de- 
ceptions. 

April  28,  found  nest  containing  four 
young  of  the  Scott  oriole  hanging  from 
blossom  of  the  yucca  palm  about  six 
feet  up.  At  first  1  was  not  sure  of  iden- 
tity cf  bird  so  hid  myself  nearby  and 
took  close  observations.  Very  rare  in 
this   locality. 

Chas.   S.   Moore. 


COMPLAINTS. 


We  have  received  a  number  of 
comi)laints  regarding  failure  on  the 
])art  of  some  to  balance  exchange  ac- 
counts. One  or  two  charge  fraud;  the 
others  seem  mere  misunderstandings 
of  a  mere  or  less  serious  nature.  All 
arc  being  carefully  investigated  and 
our  iletermination  in  resiiect  to  them 
will  be  made  known  in  due  time.  If 
fraud  is  established,  the  culprit  will 
be  fully  exposed.  Better  settle  all 
matters  of  exchange  account  ])r()mi)tly. 

Another  good  rule — .Never  offei-  any- 
thing for  exchange  unless  you  have  it 
on  hand  at  the  time.  This  will  avoid 
a  lot  of  trouble. 
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DUSKY    WARBLER    HAUNTS. 


A    STRANGE    FIND. 


On  a  trip  to  Catalina  Island  from 
the  7th  to  Hth  of  April  of  the  present 
year,  I  was  rather  fortunate  in  finding 
nests  of  the  Dusky  Warbler  (A.  O.  U. 
646b.)  One  was  about  two  and  one- 
half,  the  other  about  four  feet  from  the 
ground  and  both  in  small  bushes, 
These  nests  were  similar  in  construc- 
tion— of  leaves  and  grasses,  lined  with 
very  fine  grass,  rootlets  and  hair.  One 
nest  contained  a  single  fresh  egg,  the 
other  three  well  marked  slightly  incu- 
bated ones. 

On  the  10th,  two  more  nests  con- 
taining eggs  were  found.  One  was  a 
typical  specimen  in  a  small  sapling 
eighteen  feet  from  the  ground  con- 
structed like  the  other  two.  It  con- 
tained four  beautifully  marked  eggs 
which    were    slightly    incubated. 

The  other  was  a  peculiar  nest.  It 
was  composed  of  twigs,  bark,  grass 
and  rootlets,  and  also  had  a  snake-skin 
incorporated  in  its  make  up.  This 
nest  was  very  large  and  bulky  by  com- 
parison with  the  others.  It  contained 
four  eggs  which  were  as  peculiar  as 
the  nesting  materials.  One  was  un- 
marked and  the  others  were  si)aringly 
so. 

A  little  later  in  the  day  a  bird  of 
this  species  was  found  on  her  nest. 
When  on  closer  approach  she  flew 
away  and  the  nest  was  examined,  it 
was  found  to  be  emi)ty.  She  was  pro- 
bably shaping  the  nest  for  it  seemed 
complete. 

A  strange  fact  is  that  these  five 
nests  were  found  in  one  small  canyon 
and  though  many  Duskies  were  seen 
elsewhere,  there  were  no  signs  of 
nesting.  This  may  have  been  due  to 
the  presence  of  water  in  this  partic- 
ular canyon  while  it  was  lacking  else- 
where. 

While  on  this  trip  I  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  ins])ecting  several  Bald  Eagle's 
nests. 


While  walking  along  the  outskirts 
of  a  large  swamp  North  of  VanCort- 
land  Park,  New  York,  I  noticed  some- 
thing of  a  bluish  hue,  hanging  from 
a  branch  of  a  dead  tree  in  the  middle 
of  the  swamp.  Levelling  my  field 
glasses  upon  the  object,  I  discovered  it 
to  be  a  rather  large  bird.  I  determin- 
ed to  investigate  matters.  Making  my 
way  with  some  difficulty  to  the  spot, 
I  found  the  object  of  my  search  fifteen 
feet  above  my  head.  I  attempted  to 
shin  up  the  tree  and  it  was  only  af- 
ter three  or  four  attempts  that  the 
bird  was  reached  and  thrown  down. 

It  proved  to  be  a  Green  Heron  (But- 
orides  virescens).  Several  of  which 
had  been  noted  in  the  same  vicinity 
the  previous  Spring.  Its  neck  had 
been  caught  in  the  fork  of  a  branch 
and  was  nearly  cut  in  two  by  its  at- 
tempts to  free  itself.  After  obtaining 
specimen  feathers,  it  was  left  in  the 
murky    waters    of   the   swamp. 

K.  H.  Rockey. 


FRAZAR'S  OYSTER  CATCHER'S 
EGGS. 


1  have  always  been  told  that  Fraz- 
ar"s  Oyster-catcher  (Haematopus  fraz- 
ari)  laid  but  one  egg.  I  never  really 
believed  it,  although  the  only  sets  I 
have  of  this  species  in  my  collection 
contain  one  egg  each.  These  wers.  col- 
lected by  A.  W.  Anthony  in  June,  1897, 
on  Xativadad  Island,  Lower  Califor- 
nia. 

It  always  seemed  very  queer  to  me 
that  the  other  Oyster-catchers  (Hae- 
matopus ostraligus  or  Haematopus  pal- 
liatus)  should  lay  from  three  to  tour 
eggs  and  that  Frazar's  should  only 
lay  one. 

1  was  delighted  to  find  among  the 
many  sets  of  eggs  my  collector,  Wil- 
mot  W.  Brown,  Jr.,  has  just  sent  me 
from  the  Cape  Region  of  Lower  Call- 
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fornia,  two  sets  of  Frazar's  Oyster- 
catcher.  One  contained  three  eggs 
and  the  other  two.  As  he  collected 
the  parent  birds,  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  identity. 

The  first  set  was  taken  March  26th, 
1909,  near  LaPaz,  Lower  California. 
The  eggs  were  heavily  incubated.  The 
nest  was  a  depression  in  the  gravel 
on  a  jagged  and  surf  washed  ledge. 
It  was  out  of  reach  of  the  surf,  but 
the  spray  no  doubt  dampened  it  in 
rough  weather." 

The  second  set  was  "a  depression 
in  the  sand.  The  eggs  were  laiil  on 
the  bare  ground,  there  being  no  lin- 
ing to  the  nest  whatever.  It  was  eigh- 
ty feet  from  the  surf."  This  nest  was 
taken  near  LaPaz,  March  24,  1909,  and 
contained  two  eggs  nearly  incubated. 
.John  E.  Thayer. 


CURIOSITIES      OF      BIRD-NESTING. 


An  authcrity  says:  "It  is  not  at  all 
an  uncommon  thing  to  find  the  first 
and  sometimes  second  egg  of  a  young 
bird  abnormally  small,  but  1  came 
across  a  case  some  few  years  ago 
which  was  quite  unique.  In  April,  1901, 
I  was  hunting  for  a  few  clutches  of 
the  carricn  crow  in  some  small  woods, 
which  were  their  favorite  nesting 
Ijlaces  in  that  district.  1  walked  right 
through  the  first  wood  without  suc- 
cess, but  on  leaving  it  I  saw,  perched 
on  a  tree  some  distance  away,  two 
crows.  Guessing  that  I  had  disturbed 
them  and  that  they  were  watching  me, 
I  walked  on  for  some  distance,  still 
keeping  my  eye  on  them.  Sure  enough, 
as  soon  as  they  were  satisfied  that  I 
was  leaving,,  one  of  them  made  off 
straight  for  a  large  oak  tree  at  the 
extreme  end  of  the  wood  I  had  just 
left.  On  returning  I  discovered  the 
nest  and  the  reason  I  had  missed  it. 
It  was  built  out  on  the  extreme  end 
of  the  lowest  limb  of  the  tree,  within 


ten  feet  of  the  ground,  and  hidden  by 
the  undergrowth  below — a  most  un- 
usual i)osition.  1  climbed  to  the  nest 
and  was  much  astonished  at  the  con- 
lents.  In  it  were  four  minature  crow's 
eggs,  very  little  larger  than  black- 
bird's eggs,  and  in  shape  almost  round. 
On  blowing  them  I  found  the  shells 
w-ere  abnormally  thick  and  tough  for 
the  size  of  the  egg  and  they  contained 
no  yolk.  Knowing  that  crows  invari- 
ably remain  in  the  same  locality  year 
after  year,  the  following  season  1 
went  to  look  for  my  friends  again  and 
to  my  great  delight  found  the  nest  in 
a  similar  position  in  another  oak  tree 
within  :'.0  yards  of  the  first  nest.  It 
contained  five  eggs,  four  exact  counter- 
parts of  the  first  clutch  and  one  of 
normal  size,  the  only  one  to  contain 
any  yelk.  The  following  season  I 
found  them  for  the  third  time  again 
((uite  close  to  the  i)revious  nests;  this 
time  there  were  four  eggs,  only  one 
small  cue  and  three  full  size." — Clii)- 
ping. 

FROM    THE    ISLE    OF    PINES. 

The  Isle  of  Pines  Tanager  (Spin- 
dalis  pretrei)   Description: 

L.  <;  in.,  w.  2.9,  Tar.,  S,  b.  5.5.  Male, 
head  black,  a  white  stripe  over  eye, 
also  a  white  maxillary  stripe  below 
which  is  a  black  line;  throat,  breast, 
collar  and  upiier  tail  coverts  orange; 
back  olive-green  with  a  tinge  of  or- 
ange; bend  of  wing  chestnut;  wings 
anil  tail  black;  the  former  with  con- 
siderable white  on  outer  edges  of 
greater  wing  coverts  and  the  secondar- 
ies: |)rimaries  with  more  or  loss  white 
on  inner  webs;  outer  paii'  of  tail 
feathers  with  large  white  patches 
on  inner  webs;  upper  mandible 
blackish;  lower  mandible,  l(>gs  and 
feet  bluish. 

Female  slightly  smaller;  top  of  iiead 
gray  mixed  with  olive-green;  grayish 
strii)e  over  eye  and  also  an  Indistinct 
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macillary  stripe;  upper  parts  olive- 
green,  (larlver  on  wings  and  tail; 
throat  dirty  white;  breast  and  sides 
tinged  with  dirty  yellow,  whitening  on 
the  belly  and  under  tail  coverts. 

The  Isle  of  Pines  Tanager  although 
far  from  being  rare  is  not  often  seen 
because  of  its  staying  mostly  in  the 
woods  and  jungles.  The  male,  accord- 
ing to  my  observations,  is  less  numer- 
ous than  the  female;  two  or  three 
males  in  a  flock  of  twelve  to  fifteen. 
The  males  are  quite  wary,  but  the  fe- 
males are  a  great  deal  more  confiding. 
They  are  often  found  in  a  native  tree 
which  has  a  round  black  seed  about 
the  size  of  a  B.  B.  shot  and  a  soft 
yellow,  sweet  tasting  fleshy  end  where 
it  is  attached,  upon  which  they  feed 
largely.  These  birds  are  unusually 
quiet  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  bright 
coloring  of  the  males  they  would  be 
very  easily  overlooked. 

The  Yello-faced  Grassquit,  (Tiaris 
olivacea)  1.  3.7  in;  w.  2  in.  Male,  up- 
per parts  olive-green,  darker  on  crown. 
Throat,  lore  and  stripe  over  eye,  yel- 
low ordered  by  black;  a  black  patch 
on  lower  throat;  under  parts  sooty. 
Female,  duller  and  the  black  is  lack- 
ing. 

The  Yellow-faced  Grassquit  is  our 
most  abundant  member  of  the  Finch 
family  and  may  be  found  almost 
everywhere,  but  is  most  common  in 
open  country.  In  the  orange  groves 
and  pine  apple  fields  it  may  be  seen 
in  flocks  from  six  to  twenty  in  num- 
ber, feeding  on  the  seeds  of  the  diff- 
erent grasses,  and  especially  of  a 
species  of  joint  grass  which  is  ex- 
tremely hard  to  eradicate.  It  is  some- 
times known  as  "Tobacco  bird"  be- 
cause it  is  fond  of  tobacco  seed;  but 
the  harm  done  is  greatly  overbalanced 
by  the  good  it  accomplishes  in  eating 
the  seeds  of  obnoxious  weeds.  I 
have  also  seen  it  eat  grasshoppers 
and  rickets  which  happened  in  its  way 
while  feeding. 


I  wish  to  add  the   following  to  my 
list  of  Isle  of  Pines  birds: 

"Chillina"   Warbler,    Terestris   fer- 

mandinae 
Ricord's  Hummer,  Riccordiaricordii 
Yellow-faced   Grassquit,    Tiaris 

olivacea 
Cuban  Pigmy  Owl,  Glaucidium  sijii 
Isle    of    Pines    Tanager,    Spindalis 

Pretrei 
Blackbird,  Holoquiscalus  gundlachi 
Lizard   Cuckoo,  Saurothera  merlini 

decolor 
Cuban  Tody,  Todus  multicolor 

W.  I.  Tree  Duck,  Dendrocygna  arborea 
Blackbird,  Ptfloxia  atroviolacea 
Isle  of  Pines  Trogon,  Priotchis  tini- 

nurus  vercvs 
Greater   Yellow  legs,  Totanus  mela- 

nolencus 

These  make  my  list  to  date  contain- 
ing So  s])ecies. 

A.  C.  REED. 


THE  CAROLINA   RAIL. 


(Porzana  Carolina.) 

After  looking  over  all  my  passed  re- 
cords and  notes  on  the  subject,  I  con- 
sider tlie  Carolina  rail  an  uncommon 
but  regular  summer  resident  in  this 
locality,  Stamford,  Conn.  It  is  on  ac- 
count of  its  seclusive  habits  and  quiet 
nature  that  it  has  been  overlooked  by 
most  people  and  considered  so  much 
rarer  than  it  really  is. 

Five  ard  one  half  miles  from  my 
home,  situated  between  two  wooded 
rises  near  the  little  town  of  Talmadge 
Hill,  Conn.,  lies  a  certain  small  grass 
covered.  Alder  dotted  swamp  in  which 
one  or  two  pairs  of  these  little  rails 
regularly  construct  their  nests  and 
rear  their  young,  so  far,  1  am  happy 
to   say,   unmolested. 

As  a  rule  the  nest  building  starts 
during  the  first  week  in  May  and  lasts 
until  the  end  of  June.  In  some  cases 
however  the  nest  must  be  started  con- 
siderably earlier  as  1  have  one  record 
of  a  set  which  reads.  May  12,  1897. 
Eleven  eggs,  incubation  far  advanced. 
May  30  is  my  latest  date  for  fresh 
eggs.     The  completement  seems  to  be 
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invariably  eleven.  All  the  clutches 
which  I  have  found  have  been  of  this 
number  and  four  other  records  of- 
nests  which  are  in  my  possession  each 
contained  eleven  eggs. 

The  nests  are  composed  of  dead  tus- 
sock grass,  leaves  and  rushes.  They 
are  very  broad  and  so  slightly  hol- 
lowed that  one  or  more  of  the  eggs 
will  occasionally  roll  out.  The  site 
usually  chosen  is  in  a  thick  clump  of 
grass  and  ferns  directly  upon  the 
ground  but  it  is  by  no  means  uncom- 
mon to  find  it  in  a  tussock  five 
or  six  inches  above  it.  In  the 
latter  case  it  is  woven  quite  tightly 
into  the  standing  grass,  while  in  the 
former  it  is  more  or  less  of  a  loose  pile 
of  leaves  and  rushes. 

As  the  summer  draws  to  a  close  the 
birds  do  not  confine  themselves  to 
the  hidden  retreats  of  the  breeding 
season  but  take  to  the  coastal  marshes 
with  their  newly  reared  families.  At 
this  time  they  become  quite  curious 
and  often  confide  themselves  too  much 
in  our  so  called  "Sportsmen"  who 
bang  at  anything  which  resembles  a 
bird.  This  species  of  rail  stays  with 
us  until  the  second  or  third  week  in 
October  when  suddenly  in  a  night  they 
will  all  disappear,  and  we  know  that 
they  have  silently  -flown  to  the  sunny 
south,  only  to  return  when  the  warm 
sun  again  turns  green  our  swamps. 

P.  G.  Howes. 


BOOKS   RECEIVED. 


Birds  of  New  Jersey,  their  Nests  and 
Eggs. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  New  Jersey  State  Museum 
of  1908,  relating  to  the  birds  of  New 
Jersey,  by  Whitnier  Stone,  containing 
among  other  things,  articles  on  the 
Destruction  and  Protection  of  Birds; 
on  the  Distribution  and  Migration  of 
Birds;  an  Analytical  key  to  the  Birds 
of   New   Jersey;    followed    by   a    sup- 


posedly complete  list  of  the  birds 
known  to  occur  within  the  state,  giv- 
ing a  technical  description  of  each 
species  and  notes  on  its  occurrence  in 
various  parts  of  the  state,  followed  by 
eighty  four  first  class  plates  illustrat- 
ing various  species  of  bird  life  to  be 
found  in  the  state.  The  whole  being 
a  highly  credible  production;  espec- 
ially so  in  view  of  the  fact  that  such 
outputs  by  a  public  authority  are  us- 
ually more  or  less  the  opposite. 

This  work  is  a  valuable  addition  to 
any  bird   student's   library. 


NOTES  FROM    FLORIDA. 

on 

CATHARiSTA   URUBU. 


The  writer  was  located  the  past  sea- 
son where  he  had  ample  material  and 
opportunities  to  make  a  fairly  com- 
plete study  of  the  habits,  etc.,  of  this 
"fragrant  songster."  The  first  set  of 
eggs  was  found  February  10th,  which 
was  three  weeks  sooner  than  any  pre- 
vious date  recorded  during  the  past 
four  years.  I  attribute  this  to  the  fact 
that  this  part  of  Florida  had  practi- 
cally had  no  rain  during  the  past 
three  years,  and  the  I.,akes  were  very 
low  and  many  of  the  larger  and  all  of 
the  smaller  wood  ponds  had  dried  up. 
This  had  a  very  peculiar  effect  on  bird 
life  in  genenal,  and  many  species  nest- 
ed under  conditions  that  were  far  from 
normal.  I  noticed  that  some  species 
nested  several  weeks  earlier,  but 
found  the  nia.iority  were  several  weeks 
later,  why  this  should  be  so  I  am  un- 
able to  determine,  but  it  is  a  fact.  Dur- 
ing late  January  and  early  February 
when  I  was  looking  for  Ward's  Heron 
and  the  Great  Blues,  I  came  across  a 
small  "cypress"  of  about  15  acres  in 
area  in  a  large  i)iney  woods,  this  "cy- 
press" or  "slough"  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  was  about  half  mile  from  a 
laige  lake.  This  swamp  was  bone  dry, 
first    time    ever    known.     Some    giant 


192 


THE    OOLOGIST 


cypress  trees  were  growing  here,  and 
to  investigate  a  small  colony  of  Wardi, 
I  had  to  go  125  feet  up  in  one  of  them. 
The  space  between  these  trees  was 
thickly  strewn  with  dead  logs,  the  ma- 
jority of  which  were  hollow,  these 
were  lying  in  all  kinds  of  positions 
and  made  travel  through  them  very 
difficult,  and  somewhat  dangerous  for 
the  reason  of  several  large  Mocasins 
that  were  sunning  themselves  on  the 
under  side  of  large  logs.  In  this 
swamp  there  were  hundreds  of  Black 
Vultures.  1  investigated  several  logs 
from  which  the  old  vultures  had  run, 
but  saw  no  signs  of  any  eggs  this  ear- 
ly. But  I  marked  this  swamp  down  as 
my  "Happy  Hunting  Grounds"  because 
it  was  the  most  ideal  place  for  the 
Black  Vulture  that  I  had  ever  run 
across.  February  10th.  1  found  my 
first  set  and  eggs  could  be  found  in 
this  swamp  right  along  up  to  July 
1st,  when  the  long  deferred  "rainy  sea- 
son" set  in  in  earnest  and  in  two  days 
this  swamp  was  six  feet  in  water. 
Hundreds  of  young  vultures  met  their 
death  in  this  flooded  Roost  and  1  have 
no  doubt  that  many  sets  of  eggs  were 
deserted  from  the  same  cause.  Many 
pairs  from  actual  observation  reared 
two  broods  and  were  incubating  the 
third  set.  Of  course  I  cannot  say  posi- 
tively it  was  the  third  set  by  the  same 
pair  of  birds  but  it  was  the  third  set 
for  that  particular  nest,  and  previous 
obsei-vations  have  shown  me  that  Mrs. 
Catharista  is  very  fond  of  her  old  nest- 
ing site,  and  will  return  to  it  repeat- 
edly no  matter  how  much  bothered. 
Twenty-one  nests  were  watched  to  see 
how  long  incubation  lasted,  etc.  In 
eleven  cases  the  second  egg  was  laid 
the  second  day  after  the  first,  four 
cases  three  days  elapsed,  the  other 
six,  the  last  egg  was  laid  the  day  fol- 
lowing the  first.  Incubation  was  start- 
ed in  most  cases  as  soon  as  the  last 
egg  had  been  laid.  I  noticed  a  few 
however  waited  from  one  to  two  days, 
never  longer.  The  period  of  incuba- 
tion was  twenty-eight  to  twenty-nine 
days,  one  case  noted  went  thirty  days, 
this  last  however  was  one  that  was  on 
edge  of  my  farm  in  a  clump  of  palmet- 
tces.  and  the  birds  were  disturbed  sev- 
eral times  a  day  by  myself  and  others 


])assing  near  them.  I  enclose  a  photo- 
graph of  the  young  in  this  nest  taken 
when  a  few  days  old.  One  bird  was 
slightly  larger  than  the  other  and  the 
chief  occupation  of  this  larger  young- 
ster was  in  trying  to  swallow  his 
smaller  brother,  the  pleasing  opei'a- 
tion  lasting  as  long  as  ten  minutes  at 
a  time.  Life  was  made  miserable  for 
these  birds  by  the  hundreds  of 
green  flies,  drawn  to  the  nest 
by  the  remnants  of  offal  around. 
I  had  aimed  to  take  a  series 
of  photographs  of  these  youngsters  up 
to  the  time  they  could  fly,  but  the  nest 
was  situated  in  a  clump  of  palmettoes 
ten  feet  high  and  a  person  had  to  act- 
ually get  down  inside  the  small  clear- 
ing where  the  young  were  and  this 
clearing  was  not  six  feet  in  diameter. 
The  reason  I  took  but  the  one  picture 
was  evident.  Nature  has  endowed  me 
with  a  pretty  good  nose  and  a  strong 
stomach  and  they  went  on  a  strike 
every  time  I  got  too  near  the  young 
beauties.  However,  1  noted  their 
daily  growth  and  they  either  flew 
away  or  wandered  off  at  the 
age  of  six  weeks.  After  they  were 
two  weeks  old  the  amount  of  material 
these  growing  youngsters  could  assim- 
ilate was  prodigious. 

In  the  cities  of  the  South  this  Vul- 
.  ture  does  real  work  and  is  the  chief 
worker  of  the  sanitary  department. 
(In  some  of  the  smaller  places  they 
are.  actually  the  only  ones.)  They  are 
fully  protected  in  this  country  and  in 
the  cities  and  towns  deserve  it,  but 
out  in  the  rural  districts  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  harm- 
ful owing  to  their  great  numbers. 
One  day  while  sitting  in  an  Osprey 
nest  resting,  105  feet  up  in  a  little 
cypress  in  another  swamp,  I  counted 
950  of  these  birds  sitting  around  in 
trees  and  countless  numbers  were 
soaring  about  where  ever  the  eye  wan- 
flered.  1  believe  that  5000  of  these 
scavengers  use  this  swamp  as  a  Roost. 
Where  so  many  of  these  birds  gather 
together,  the  food  supply  is  naturally 
a  serious  question  for  them,  and  dead 
food  becoming  scarce  they  are  forced 
to  become  birds  of  prey  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.  Hundreds  of  young  pigs, 
lambs,  etc.,  are  annually  devoured  by 
them  and  every  stock  breeders  hand 
is  against  them  all  the  time.  I  have 
had  them  to  come  into  my  yard  and 
catch    young    chickens.     I    will    relate 
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the  instance  that  opened  my  eyes  to 
their  preying  habits.  I  was  retnrn- 
ing  through  a  part  of  this  swamp  af- 
ter a  visit  to  a  small  colony  of  Egrets 
that  I  have  seen  i)rotecting  when  I 
came  to  a  colony  of  Y.  C.  Nightherons, 
ninety  six  nests  by  actual  count. 
Twenty-lour  of  these  nests  had  just 
hatched  out  as  I  could  see  by  the  egg 
shells  under  the  nests,  and  the  nests 
were  empty.  The  old  ones  were  sitting 
around  in  the  low  bushes  looking  very 
desolate  and  the  Vultures  were  sitting 
up  in  the  tall  cypresses  all  about. 
While  pondering  over  the  empty  nests, 
my  attention  was  attracted  by  four  vul- 
tures trying  to  drive  an  Anhinga  from 
her  nest  high  up  in  a  cypress  twenty 
yards  away,  but  her  long  neck  and 
needle  like  beak  were  too  quick  to  be 
eluded  by  the  vultures  who  after  a 
short  fight  betook  themselves  off  for 
easier  i)rey.  1  immediately  concluded 
the  vultures  wanted  her  young,  be- 
cause I  had  found  that  all  the  Anhin- 
gas  in  this  swamj)  had  just  hatched 
their  eggs.  Two  days  later  I  return- 
ed and  found  the  other  seventy-two 
nests  of  the  Nightherons  emt)ty,  these 
all  had  eggs  in  two  days  before,  most 
of  which  were  hatching.  This  in  an 
instance  of  a  whole  colony  of  Night- 
herons being  wi|)ed  out.  1  watched 
this  colony  for  two  months  and  never 
found  them  breeding  again.  Possibly 
the  vultures  got  into  this  nasty  habit 
of  eating  young  birds  by  having  so 
much  of  this  class  of  food  put  before 
them  by  the  murderous  plumers, 
who  by  their  ruthless  destruction  of 
the  i)lume  herons,  left  millions  of 
starving  young  to  the  tender  mercy  of 
vultures,  etc.  1  had  already  noted  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  Nightheron 
in  my  territory  and  now  attribute 
this  to  the  preying  vultures. 
The  great  number  of  vultures  here 
do  not  seem  to  be  suffering  from  want 
of  food,  because  a  few  i)airs  I  skinned 
this  season  had  fat  on  them  like  a 
well  fed  chicken.  I  gave  some  of  this 
fat  to  my  negro  laborers  who  have  a 
superstition  that  •"buzzard  grease" 
rubbe<l  on  the  hands,  makes  them  slick 
and  unable  to  be  beaten  in  a  "skin 
game." 

In  the  two  hundred  sets  or  there- 
about that  I  examined  this  year,  I 
found  only  one  really  abnormal  set, 
this  was  one  with  a  runt  egg.  This 
set  measured  as  follows,   1.7.'.   x   1.:'.0; 


and  2.95  x  1.9.5.  The  average  of  about 
fifty  sets  was  3.00  x  1.95.  This  species 
of  vulture  usually  use  a  hollow  log  as 
nesting  site,  failing  this  the  next  favor- 
able site  is  a  thick  clump  of  palniet- 
toes  so  thick  that  a  wandering  hog 
cannot  penetrate.  Seventy-five  i)er 
cent  will  use  these  two  kinds  of  sites, 
the  balance,  any  old  place  that  offers 
a  safe  retreat  from  hogs  and  is  some- 
what private.  I  know  of  six  pairs 
using  a  sort  of  cave  under  an  ui)rooted 
tree,  all  seeming  to  live  in  i)erfect  har- 
mony. I  have  never  found  a  Turkey 
Vulture  nesting  with  this  species,  al- 
tho  I  have  heard  that  they  sometimes 
do  so.  February  10th  is  the  earliest 
date  I  have  ever  seen  eggs  and  August 
5th  is  the  latest  date. 

O.  E.  Baynard. 

THE    OLIVE-SIDED      FLY-CATCHER 
IN    PENNSYLVANIA. 


Thousands  of  acres  of  land  in  War- 
ren, Forest.  Elk  and  McKean  Counties 
is  wild  mountain  land  and  practically 
uninhabited. 

A  number  of  tracts  of  vii-gin  forest 
of  giant  hemlock,  pine,  beech,  etc., 
still  stand.  The  rest  is  more  or  less 
lumbered  over.  Some  of  this  deforest- 
ed region  is  springing  up  into  a  sec- 
ond-growth of  mostly  hardwood  tim- 
Ixr.  Large  areas  have  been  fire- 
swei't  until  nothing  nnich  but  huckle- 
berry brush,  sweet  fern  and  rattle- 
snakes can  exist.  Again  vast  areas 
are  an  almost  impenetrable  jungle  of 
i)en'y-brush,  second  growth  of  ;ill 
kinds,  laurel,  etc.  As  this  region  lies 
high  (2000  feet  and  better)  and  is  well 
watered,  it  offers  a  fine  home  for 
many  of  the  more  northern  breeders 
among  the     warblers,     thrushes,     etc. 

Among  the  very  rarest  of  these 
more  northern  birds  is  the  Olive-sided 
P^lycatcher.  For  its  summer  home  it 
chooses  a  place  that  has  not  been  too 
closely  cut  off  but  where  huge  stubs 
are  standing  about  with  more  or  less 
living  timber  and  wjili  numerous  small 
er  hemlocks. 

The   l)irds,      espt'cdally      the      niiili's. 
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spend  most  of  their  time  on  tlie  top- 
most limbs  of  the  big  stubs.  Here 
they  sit  uttering  at  intervals,  their 
loud  harsh  whistle  of  two,  sometimes 
three  notes.  This  whistle  can  be 
heard  a  long  ways  on  a  quiet  day.  It 
is  very  unlike  the  note  of  any  other 
of  our  birds. 

I  have  never  met  with  the  Olive-sid- 
ed in  the  farming  districts  along  the 
river,  but  always  back  in  the  moun- 
tains. 

Because  of  its  rarity,  data  is  lacking 
as  to  the  dates  of  its  arrival  and  de- 
parture. 

I  first  met  with  the  olive-sided  when 
a  kid,  I  used  to  cam])  and  fish  for  trout 
in  June  in  the  mountains  about  fif- 
teen miles  from  here.  For  three  sea- 
sons we  heai'd  the  birds  in  the  slash- 
ing along  the  edge  of  the  heavy  tim- 
ber near  camp  and  recent  experience 
leads  me  to  think  it  was  the  same  pair 
each  year.  I  did  not  again  meet  with 
it  for  a  number  of  seasons,  but  during 
1900  I   was  quite  fortunate. 

In  June,  while  trouting  in  the  vicin- 
ity cf  our  old  camp,  I  located  a  pair 
and  wrote  to  Mr.  W.  E.  C.  Todd  of  the 
Carnegie  Museum  Pittsburg.  He  had 
been  trying  to  get  a  pair  from  this 
state  for  several  years,  so  he  came 
up  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure 
both.  In  July  I  i)ut  in  a  week  trout- 
ing with  an  old  hunter.  We  covered 
a  lot  of  country  and  I  located  two  pairs 
of  Olive-sides.  The  old  fellow  took 
an  old  shot  gun  into  camp  as  dogs 
were  almost  daily  running  deer  and  he 
intended  to  put  an  end  to  it.  With 
this  gun  and  a  little  heavy  shot  I  got 
an  Olive-sided,  but  badly  torn,  so  did 
not  try  another. 

That  fall  in  September,  while  col- 
lecting water  birds  on  the  "Peninsula" 
near  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  I  took  a  fine 
female  Olive-sided  the  only  record 
from  that  region. 

On  the  3rd  cf  June,  1901,  I  secured 
a  fine  male  from  a  tall  pine  stub.  In 
1904,  I  again  located  a  pair,  this  time 
nearby,  and  by  keeping  close  tab  on 
them  I  found  the  nest  and  secured 
birds,  nest  and  all  for  my  collection. 


In  ;May,  1906,  while  hunting  Ravens 
in  Clearfield  County,  I  saw  a  pair. 
Since  then  I  have  found  two  pairs  of 
these  birds,  and  have  made  many  trips 
to  their  haunts  to  watch  and  listen. 
These  two  pairs  are  about  a  mile 
apart.  I  found  one  pair  in  the  spring 
of  1907.  They  nested  and  returned 
again  in  1908  and  again  this  sum- 
mer, making  three  seasons  they 
have  si)ent  in  this  one  spot 
that  I  know  of.  The  other  pair  I  found 
last  season  and  they  were  again  on 
hand  this  summer  making  their  sec- 
ond year  here  at  least. 

By  watching  the  old  birds  I  find  it 
easy  to  locate  the  nest.  When  build- 
ing the  female  is  quite  noisy  and  very 
restless.  Her  call  is  unlike  the  male's 
being  a  series  of  five  to  eight  loud 
and  rapidly  uttered  chipdike  notes, 
much  like  the  cross-bill's,  only  loud- 
er. While  the  female  is  building  the 
male  is  most  of  the  time  perched  close 
by  on  a  big  stub  from  which  he  makes 
frequent  excursions  after  insects  and 
at  intervals  gives  his  peculiar  call. 

Altogether  I  have  found  and  examin- 
ed five  nests.  All  were  in  second- 
growth  hemlocks.  All  were  on  horiz- 
ontal limbs  from  three  to  twelve  feet 
from  the  ti'unk  and  with  one  exception 
were  well  hidden  from  view  from  the 
ground.  The  lowest  nest  was  twenty 
and  the  highest  fifty  feet  from  the 
ground.  They  required  from  five  to 
seven  days  to  build.  The  material  us- 
ed was  small  dead  hemlock  twigs  on 
many  of  which  small  pieces  of  lichen 
was  sticking.  They  were  lined  with 
a  very  few  pieces  of  dried  grass.  The 
nests  were  all  rather  shallow  affairs; 
several  I  could  almost  see  through. 

In  all  cases  the  eggs  were  three  in 
number  and  looked  not  unlike  the 
wood  pewee's  on  a  large  scale.  The 
ground  color  is  much  the  same,  but 
the  eggs  are  much  more  heavily  spott- 
ed and  wreathed.  When  climbing  to 
the  nest  I  have  found  both  old  birds 
very  courageous  and  have  had  them 
repeatedly  dart  within  a  few  feet  of 
my  head. 

One  nest  that  I  fouiul  was  robbed 
by  a  red  squirrel  or  Blue  Jay  before 
the  set  was  complete,  but  in  about 
ten  days  more  the  female  began  a  sec- 
ond nest  in  the  same  tree  on  a  limb 
fifteen  feet  lower  down.  In  building 
this  second  nest  she  used  fully  half  the 
material  of  the  first  nest.     While  sit- 
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ting  around  watching  the  old  birds,  1 
have  found  them  very  unsuspicious. 
Don't  seem  to  pay  any  attention  to  a 
person  on  the  ground. 

At  times  I  have  seen  both  birds 
perched  on  a  limb  very  close  togeth- 
er and  twittering  to  one  another. 
Evidently  making  love  or  talking  over 
domestic  affairs.  Next  season,  if  my 
two  pairs  return,  I  intend  to  try  and 
get  a  few  i)hotos  if  ])ossible. 

R.  B.  Simpson. 


WOODPECKERS. 


The  Forestry  service  of  the  United 
States  has  recently  issued  a  circular 
relating  to  the  damage  to  telegraph 
and  telephone  poles  occasioned  by  the 
Woodpeckers.  It  advises  that  the  birds 
be  not  injured  or  killed,  and  reports 
creosote-treated  poles  are  not  attack- 
ed by  the  birds. 

The  woodpecker  family  is  one  of  the 
most  beneficial  of  all  bird  families. 
Without  them  there  would  be  no  need 
for  a  Forestry  service  for  there  would 
be  no  forests.  These  birds  do  more 
to  preserve  the  forests  of  the  country 
than  all  the  forest  experts  on  the  gov- 
ernment pay  roll;  many  times  over. 
Protect  these  birds  by  all  means,  and 
tell  the  Railway  and  telegraph  people 
to  use  a  little  common  sense  and  erect 
galvanized  iron  i)oles  set  in  concrete 
in  the  country,  and  to  i)ut  their  wires 
underground  where  they  belong,  in 
towns    and    cities. 

Our  wccdjieckers  are  far  and  away 
more  valuable  that  the  average  cor- 
poration director  iniagines.  Protect 
the  birds. 

BIRDS    OF    ILLINOIS 

AND    WISCONSIN. 


Birds  of  Illinois  and   Wisconsin. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  this  publication 
issue<I  by  the  Field  Museum  of  Natural 
History  written  by  C'harles  B.  Corey, 
the  Curator  of  the  I)ei)artnient  of 
Birds  of  this   Museum. 


It   is  a  large  portly  volume  of  over. 
TyO    pages    and    is   divided    into   three 
general  sub-divisions: 

1.  A  Bibliograi)hy  covering  this  re- 
gion. 

1'.  One  of  the  best  Bird  Keys  that 
has  ever  come  under  our  observation. 

?>.  A  list  of  the  birds  found  in  these 
two  states  with  appropriate  remarks, 
citations  and  references;  the  whole 
emblished  with  a  very  large  number  of 
cuts  and  plates,  many  of  them  of 
very  high  merit. 

This  work. will  take  rank  at  once  as 
the  leading  work  on  the  birds  of  these 
two  states,  and  will  remain  in  that 
position  for  many  long  years,  is  our 
.judgment. 

The  prei)aration  of  this  book  shows 
not  only  the  well-known  knowledge  of 
Professor  Carey,  of  birds,  but  likewise 
his  exceedingly  painstaking  and  care- 
ful collation  of  the  information  obtain- 
able only  as  the  result  of  long  careful 
correspondence  and  acquaintance  with 
bird  students  in  the  two  states  cover- 
ed. It  is  a  i)roduction  which  will  be 
welcomed  by  the  ornithologists  of  the 
West  as  well  as  by  the  ordinary  read- 
er; for  while  it  is  of  high  scientific 
value,  it  is  by  no  means  the  dry  i)ro- 
lix  assemblage  of  latin  names  so  dis- 
tasteful to  all  except  the  professional 
ornithologists. 


Duck  shooting  along  the  Illinois  riv- 
er has  been  better  this  Fall  than  for 
several  years.  We  have  been  expect- 
ing our  den  to  be  illuminated  almost 
any  day  by  the  smiling  "ijhiz"  of  our 
friend  H.  F.  (Jault,  the  well-known  or- 
nithologist. He  has  a  habit  of  know- 
ing where  and  when  to  look  for  ducks, 
and  in  times  iiast  has  tried  the  shoot- 
ing   liere. 


A  male  Euroi)ean  widgeon  was  kill- 
ed by  one  of  the  prominent  Chicago 
judges  on  the  Swan  Lake  Club 
groMiiils  last  Spring,  nine  miles  north 
of  the  present  home  of  THE  OOLO- 
GIST. 
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Prices   for   Back  Numbera   of  the 
YOUNG    OOLOaiST   AND    THE    OOLOGIST 
will,  during    1908,    remain  as  below: 
After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable    at    any    price.      Should    you 
desire   back   numbers   to   complete   youi 
file,  NOW   is  the  time  to  purchase.   You 
can    never   obtain   them    for   less   money 
and    possibly    not   at   any    price,    as   our 
stock   ranges   from   only    1    to   25   copies 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for   1909  Are    as  Follows: 

Nos.  1,14, 18,  31,  34-35,  42,  53,  86,  89,  111,130  ,  132 
137. 139, 140, 153. 158,  are  50  cents  each; 

Nos.  9.  66-67,  76,  77,  78,  79,  88,  90,  100 
113,  138,   146,  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15.  16,  54,  55,  56.  75, 
87,  123,  127.  128,  129,  144.  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22.  27.  28,  38,  39,  40,  45, 
50.  60,  61,  63,  64,  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 
aiF'All  other  numbers  5c.  per  copy. 
For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
145.  This  offer  includes  your  subscription 
through  1908, 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5.   Nos.    1   to   12 $   .90 

Vol.   II,   1885,   Nos.    13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886.    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.    IV,    1887,   Nos.    21    to    25-26....    1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889.  Nos.   39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,   1890.  Nos.  51    to  62 75 

Vol.  Vltl,   1891,  Nos.   63  to  74 75 

Vol.  IX,  1892,  Nos.  75   to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893.    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,    1894,   Nos.    99   to    110 50 

Vol.   XII,   1895,   Nos.    HI    to   122 1.00 

Vol.   Xni.   1896,   Nos.    123    to    127 50 

Vol  XIV,    1897,   Nos.    128    to    139 1.50 

Vol.   XV,    1898,   Nos.    140    to    149 60 

Vol.   XVI,   1899,  Nos.    150  to   161..  .75 

Vol.  XVII.  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171..  .50 

Vol.   XVIII.   1901,   Nos.    172   to   183.        .50 

Vol.  XIX.   1902,  Nos.   184   to   195 50 

Vol.  XX,   1903,  Nos.   196  to   197 10 

Vol.   XXI,    1904,   No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII.  1905,  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vol.  XXIII,  1906,  222  to  233 50 

Vol.  XXI V,  1907,  234.  to  245 55 

Vol.  XXV,  1908,  246  to  257 50 

For  $5.25  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209. 
Inclusive,  except  the  twenty-nine,    (29), 

25c..  50c. and  75c. copies. 

For  $2.50  I  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  published,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  the  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c   or   over 

—  BGU.ND  VOLUMES  — 

Can   he   furnished,   strongly   hound   In  cloth  and 
hoards,    <as    follow?: 
Vol.   I   and   II    YOUNG  OOLOGIST  hound  In 

one   volume $1.00 

Vol.  IX.  The  OOLOGIST  for  '02,  2;i8  pages 
of  valnahle  and  instructive  Oologleal 
and  Ornithological  matter  with  manv 
full    page    Illustrations, $1.00 

Or,  if  you  order  the  two  Tolumes  at  one  time. 
we  will  send  them  by  return  mall  for  only 
$1.75.  Every  student  of  birds,  their  negts  anil 
aicirs,  should  have  these  two  volnmes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  Information  they  contain. 
t»    worth    many    times    the    price. 

Address     plainly, 

THP:  OOLOGIST, 

Lacon.  III. 


For  Sale  at    Reduced   Prices: 


Moose,  Elk,  Caribou  and  Deer  horns 
and  scalps;  also  extra  scalps  and  sets 
of  choice  Antlers.  Skins  for  rug  mak- 
ing, polished  Buffalo  horns,  Elk  tusks. 
All  guaranteed  goods;  duty  free;  re- 
turnable if  not  satisfactory  to  pur- 
chaser. 

References:  Leading  American 
Sporting  Journals. 

Also  a  few  fine  mounted  Moose,  Elk 
and  Deer  heads.  I  can  supply  any 
wish  in  my  line. 

Edwin  Dixon,  Dealer  in  Game  heads, 
Main  Street, 
Unionville,   Ontaiio. 

A  FEW  STANDING  REMARKS. 


The  business  office  of  this  Magazine 
is  at  Lacon,  Illinois,  where  all  com- 
munications should  be  addressed. 


Articles  and  photos  on  bird  life  are 
desired  by  us  and  will  be  properly  ac- 
credited. 


All  copy  must  be  plainly  written  on 
one  side  only,  and  must  reach  us  be- 
fcre  the  10th  of  each  month. 


THE  OOLOGIST  will  not  advertise 
for  sale,  either  the  skins,  nests  or  eggs 
of  North  American  Birds. 


We  will  do  all  we  can  to  further 
scientific  collecting  and  the  exchange 
among  collectors  of  skins,  nests  and 
eggs. 


It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  expose 
any  improper,  unscientific  or  fraudu- 
lent practices,  on  the  part  of  any  one, 
relating  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of 
specimens;  or  failure  of  anyone  to 
square  accounts  in  such  matters. 
These  things  should  be  conducted 
along  honorable  lines 

R.    M.    BARNES 
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I     WANT    THE     FOLLOWING. 


Please  look  this  list  over  careful- 
ly and  it'  you  have  any  of  them  write 
me. 

North   American    Fauna,   No.   23. 

Michigan  Ornithological  Club  Bulletin, 
All  i)ublishe(l  after  Xo.  1  of  Vol.  6. 

The  Wilson   Billitln,  Xos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5, 

The  Curlew,  Published  by  O.  P.  Hau 
ger  of  Orleans.  Ind.,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4, 
0,  6,   7. 

The  Ornithologist  and  Oologist  Semi- 
Annual,  Published  in  1889-90-91  by 
Wm.  H.  Foote  of  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
and  by  C.  C.  Maxfleld  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  in  1891.  All  numbers  pub- 
lished except  Xos.  Vol.  1,  No.  2,  and 
Vol.  2,  Xo.  2. 

The  Wilson  Quarterly,  Xo.  2,  Vol.  4, 
.July,   1892. 

The  Wilson  Journal,  Vol  1,  Jany.,  1893 
and  Vol.  2,  .June,  1893. 

Notes    on    Rhode    Island    Ornithology, 

Published  by  Reginald  Heber  Howe, 
.Jr.,   1890. 

The  Oologist,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Vols. 
1-5  inclusive,  for  1875  to  1881,  any 
numbers. 

Journal    of    the    Maine    Ornithological 
Club.     A  complete  file  or  any  num- 
bers. 

The  Maine  Ornithologist.  A  complete 
file,  any  numbers. 

The  Audubon  Magazine.  A  complete 
file,  any  nuiribers. 

Birds  of  California,  In  relation  to  the 
fi'uit    industry — Beal,    Part   II. 

The     Oologist — This     magazine — Vol. 
Ill,  Xo.  4;  Vol.  IV,  Nos.  1,  3,  4;  Vol.  V, 
Xo.  6;   Vol.  VII,  Nos.  3  and  10. 

Catalogue  of  Canadian  Birds,  by  Prof. 
McCoun,   Part  I. 

I  will  iiay  the  very  highest  market 
l)rice  for  all  or  any  part  of  the  above 
in  case  R.  M.  Barnes, 

Lacon,  Ills. 


McCALL   PATTERNS 

Celcln:itctl  for  style,  perfect  fit,  simplicitv  and 
reliability  nearly  40  years.  Sold  in  i. early 
every  city  and  town  in  the  United  Stat-s  ar.d 
Canada,  or  by  mail  direct.  More  so'd  llian 
any  other    make.      Send    for    free    catalorjue. 

McCALL'S    MAGAZINE 

More  subscribers  than  any  other  fashion 
magazine — million  a  month.  Invaluable.  Lat- 
est styles,  patterns,  dressmaking,  millinerj', 
plain  sewing-,  fancy  needlework,  liairdressing, 
etiquette,  good  stories,  etc.  Only  50  cents  a 
year  (worth  double),  including  a  free  pattern. 
Subscribe    today,   or    send    for   samjilo    copy. 

WONDERFUL    INDUCEMENTS 

to  Acents.  Postal  brings  premium  catalogue 
and  new  cash  jirize  oilers.     AiUlress 

THE  McCALL  CO..  238  to  248  W.  37th  St.,  NEW  YORK 


Have    \ou    All   the    Sub- 
scribers You  Should 
Have? 

If  not  write  me  at  once  and  I  will 
suggest  a  way  for  you  to  increase  the 
circulation  of  your  magazine  or  news- 
paper. I  have  made  circulations  jump 
100  to  10,000  monthly.     I  can  help  you. 

W.  CLEMENT  MOORE, 

CiKcri^ATioN  Spkcjalist, 
New  Egypt,  New  Jersey 


Birds  Eggs 

I  have  for  exchange  for  species 
desired  by  me  to  complete  series 
of    many    very   common  kinds;  a 
very  large  list  of  duplicates. 
Send  me  your  exchange  list. 

R.  M.  BARNES,  Lacon,  Hi. 
HELP  BOOST 

Send  in  ncjt  only  your  own  renewal 
subscription,    but  one  ft)r  a  friend— it 

will  lirlp  some. 
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"The  Condor 


5  5     World's  Greatest  Collectors'  Paper 


A  Magazine  of  Western  Ornithology 

Edited  by  J.  Grinnell. 

Associate  Editors: 

Wm.  L.  Finley,  Robert  B.  Rockwell 

"Official  Organ  of  the  Cooper  Orni- 
thological Club." 

Vol.  XI,  1909 

will  contain  the  usual  interesting 
articles  by  live  active  ornithologists 
and  will  be  illustrated  by  the  high- 
est class  of  half  tones.  You  can- 
not afford  to  miss  a  number. 

Published  bi-monthly  at  Holly- 
wood, California.  Subscription  : 
$1.50  per  year  net  in  advance. 
Single  copies:  30c  each.  Foreign 
subscription.  $i.7S- 

J,  Eugene  Law,  Business  Mgr. 

Hollywood,  California. 

W.  Lee  Chambers,  Asst.  Mgr. 

Santa  Monica,  California. 


Was  First  Paper  in  U.  S.  to  have  P.  Card  Dept. 

Organ  Most  and  Largest  Card  Clubs 

Send  ten  cents  to  the  undersigned  and  you  will 
receive  for  three  months  the  oldest,  largest,  and  best 
collectors'  illustrated  monthly  for  all  kinds  of  Hob- 
bies: Natural  History  and  American  Historical  Dis- 
coveries: Coins,  Stamps,  Curios,  Relics,  Photo- 
graphy, AAinerals,  Sciences,  Illustrated  Souvenir 
Post  Cards,  Rarities,  and  New  Finds  for  all  Kinds  of 
Collectors.     Over  15,000  ads.  past  two  years. 

The  Thilatelic  IVest  and  Collection  IVorld. 

Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 
Greatest  of  its  kind  in  the  world.     Fifty  cents  en- 
titles you  to  a  year's  subscription  and  a  free  fifteen- 
word  e.NChange  notice  in  the  latest  exchange  depart- 
ment extant.     Over  3,600  pages  in  two  years. 

This  Ilhisirated  100-Page  Monthly 

was  established  in  1895,  and  has  the  largest  circula- 
tion of  any  collectors'  monthly  in  the  world,  and  in 
size  has  no  rival.  More  ads.  in  the  WEST  than  In 
all  ether  American  Collector  monthlies  combined. 
The  best-paying  medium  for  advertisers.  Rates 
small,  results  large.  It  will  pay  to  write  us  about  it. 
OUR  MOTTO:  "The  best  and  lots  of  it."  Invest 
ten  cents  judiciouslv  bv  sending  it  to 

L.  T.  BRODSTONE,  Publisher, 

Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 

Send  five  cents  for  membership  card  to  American 
camera  Souvenir  Card  Club  Exchange — over  8,500 
members  in  all  parts  of  the  world — or  fifty  cents  for 
one  year's  membership  to  largest  Souvenir  Post  Card 
Philatelic  Society  or  Collectors'  Union. 

West  Souvenir  Post  Cards,  Free.  36 
for  25  cents,  and  6  months'  trial  sub- 
scription.    Many  colors.     Try  them. 


•^'^ 


FRANK  H.  L^AT^TIN, 

iCHAUTAUQUA.  N.  Y.  DURINO  SEASON  ) 
ALBION,  n:  Y..  USA 

!Mu.sL-iini  Builder.  Naturalists'  Agent, 

Publisher  of  The  Oologist. 

Can  (i:inisli  aryiliing  obtainable  from  a  Diatom  lo  a 
Ma'.lodun,  quickly  and  at  lowest  living  ratts.  New  and 
Second-hand  Books  and  PuMicalions  en  subjects  relat- 
ing tu  Natural   History  always  in  stock. 


-»>V^. 


v^^ri^'^'"'^ 


WRITE  YOUR  NEEDS  AND  WANTS, 


o  Y\ 
3  > 

n 


To  Whom  It  May  Concern:— 

Above  is  reproduced  one  of  my  old  business  cards.  I  still  have  about  $2000 
locked  up  in  this  material  (odds  and  ends)  and  shall  inventory  and  list  during 
the  winter  of  1909  and  1910.  I  shall  offer  at  a  very  low  price,  much  less  than 
real  value,  and  from  time  to  time,  if  necessary,  the  prices  on  remnants  will  be 
cut  to  any  figure  necessary  to  move  the  stock  as  I  shall  close  out  everything  left 
at  any  price  I  can  obtain  for  same  regardless  of  cost  or  value.  I  also  have  an 
Indian  Relic  collection,  cheap  at  $1,000,  which  I  may  catalog  and  offer  for  sale 
in  1910.  Also  my  300  volume  Medical  library.  If  interestecl,  write,  and  I  will 
send  you  list  as  issued.  Faithfully, 

FRANK  H.  LATTIN,  M.  D.,  Albion,  N.  Y. 


THE    OOLOGIST  Hjij 

A    PLAIN    TALK! 

TO    ADVERTISERS! 


Did    you    know    that    THE  OOLOGIST  reaches  a  thousand  bird 
students  every  month  ? 


Did  you  know  that  it  goes  into  every  state  and  territory  in  the 
United  States,  every  province  in  Canada,  and  nearly  every  country  in 
Europe,  besides  many  other  foreign  countries  ? 


Did  you  know  that  its  circulation  is  to-day  greater  than  that  of  all 
other  Bird  Publications  in  America  combined,  excluding  "Bird  Lore" 
and  that  this  can  be  proved  by  the  subscription  books  ? 


Did    you    know    that    sellers    of    Bird    Books,    manufacturers    of 
photographic    materials    and    cameras,    retailers    of    taxidermical    and 
Oological  Instruments,  and  dealers  in  all  Natural  History  specimens 
mounted   birds,    skins,    eggs,    nests,  etc.  should  take  notice  of  these 
facts  ? 


THE    OOLOGIST. 

Lacon,  111. 
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SUBSCRIBERS 


A  new  management  is  at  the  helm.     New  methods  are 
to  be  employed  in  making  The  Oologist. 

1.  More  and  better  cuts  will  appear. 

2.  A  series  of  colored  plates  different  from  anything  ever 
published  are  in  contemplation. 

3.  The  exchange  columns  will  be  brought  up  to  standard  if 
you  will  only  send  in  your  notices. 

4.  The  subscription  list  must  be  increased.  Cannot  each 
one  of  you  send  in  at  least  one'new  subscriber  ? 

^.  The  premium  policy  aside  from  the  free  exchange 
notice  will  be  eliminated,  the  magazine  will  be  worth  the 
price. 

THE  OOLOGIST 

Albion,  N.  Y.,      or  Lacon,  Illinois 


The  Oologist. 

BIRDS-NESTS-EGGS 


TAXIDBRMY 


Vol.  XXVI.    No.  12.       ALBION,  N.  Y.,  DEC.  15,  1909.         Whole  No.  269 

BRIER    SPECIAL.     ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wanted,  Exchange.  For  Sale,  Etc.,    inserted  in  thi.s  department  at  25  cents  for  each  25 
words  for  one  issue ;  each  additional  word  1  cent.    No  notice  inserted  for  less  than  25  cents. 


TAKE     NOTICE. 

SUBSCRIPTION.  50  CENT.s  PER  YEAR 
Examine  the  number  on  the  wrapper  of 
your  Uoliigist.  It  denotes  the  time  your 
subscription  expires.  Remember  we  must 
be  notilied  if  you  wish  it  discontinued  and 
all  arrearages  must  be  paid.  2f)9  your  sub- 
scription expires  with  this  issue.  2M  your 
subscription  expires  with  December  issue 
1910.  Other  expirations  can  be  computed  by 
intermediate  numbers  at  the  rate  of  one 
number  per  month. 


Entered  as  second-class  matter  De- 
cember 21,  1003,  at  the  post  office,  at 
Albion,  N.  Y.,  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3,  1879. 

In  answering  advertisements  in  these 
columns  mention  "Thk  OoiiOOiST," 
and  thereby  help  us,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vertiser and  yourself. 


BIROS 


THE  CELEBRATED  HUNGARIAN  AND 
EN(iLISH  PARTRIDGES  AND  PHEAS- 
ANTS, capercailzies,  black  game,  wild 
turkeys,  iiuails.  rabbits,  deer,  etc.  for  stock 
purposes.  Fancy  pheasants,  peafowl,  swans, 
cranes,  sii)' ks,  ornamental  geese  and  ducks, 
foxes,  sQulrrels,  ferrets,  and  all  kinds  of 
birds  and  animals.  WENZ  A- M  ACKENSEN, 
Dept.  H.  Pheasantry  A-  (Jame  Park.  Yardley. 
Pa. 

FOR  SALE:-A  collection  of  Mexican  bird- 
skins,  containing  several  hundreds  of  spe- 
cies: perfei  t  skins  with  careful  data.  This 
collection  includes  a  variety  of  Raptor(!S  and 
(iamebirds.  Will  dispose  of  same,  individ- 
ually, ir  as  a  whole  No  exchange.  AUS- 
TIN I'.ML  SMITH.  Box  111.  Brownsville. 
Texas. 

WANTED.— Perfect  skins  of  Snowy  Heron. 
Long-billed  Curlew,  Avocet,  ]'>.  B.  Plover, 
Bartemian  Sandpiper,  (iolden  Plover.  Red- 
tailed  Hawk  and  others.  Offer  good  ex- 
change. Send  list  and  receive  mine.  E.  R. 
ADA. MS.  Taxidermist.  Box  llHi.  Canton. 
.Mass. 

WA.VTED-First  class  labeled  skirsnf  N. 
A.  small  land  birds,  for  Al  skins  iji  birds 
from  N.  E.  Illinois  and  California-  I  can 
also  use  C.  A  S.  Am.  birds  in  exc  lange.— 

H.  K'.  COALE, 
1.%  Washington  street,  (  liicago. 

FOR  S.M.i;  or  Exchange  for  Bird  Skins. 
Books  by  C.  B.Cory:  Piirds  of  Ilayti  and  San 
Domingo:  Birds  of  Bahamas:  Birds  of  East- 
ern N.  .\..  also  O.  A-  O.  Vol.  viii.  F.  B.  Mc- 
KECHNIE.  J'onkapog.  Mass. 

"u'A.VTKD.-I  wish  to  i.'it  .\-l  skins  of  Rob 
White.  ( 'alifornia  <iuail.  Sora  Rail  and  ottiers 
for  mounting.  .1.  F.  HANSMAN.  473«  St. 
Lawrence  .\ve..  ('hicago.  111. 


WANTED. -Skins  of  all  the  iiuails.  par- 
tridges, grouse  and  pheasants  of  Mexico, 
Central  and  South  America,  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa  and  Australia  (all  over  the  world), 
cash  or  exchange.  Write  what  you  have  and 
what  you  want.  J.  F.  Fli.VZIER.  Audubon, 
Iowa. 

WANTED.— First  class  skins  of  .Murrelets. 
(iulls.  Shearwaters.  Rails,  Shore  Birds, 
Cirouse,  Hawks,  Owls,  particularly  Snowy 
and  (Jreat  (iray,  and  certain  small  land  birds. 
Offer  representative  Southern  California 
species,  also  tine  sets  of  personally  taken 
Heermarm's  (iulls  and  Blue-footed  Boobies. 
All  reliable  collectors  send  lists.  PINfiKEY 
1.  OSIMK'N.  Pasadena.  Calif. 

Thirty  European  birds"  skins,  good  <iuality 
and  capable  cif  being  tnounted.  l'erhai)S  of 
twenty  species:  such  as  lUiropean  Dipper. 
Hoopoe.  Wr\iieck.  Kinglisher.  etc.  $10  for 
the  lot.  .VUSTiN  PAUL  SMITH,  Box  Hi. 
Brownsville.  Texas. 

WANTED.— Skins  of  birds  not  common  in 
this  locality  to  mount  on  halves.  Write 
tir-t.  .\RTHi:i;  HINKU:.  Newark.  Wayne 
Uonni  V.  N.  V. . 

W.VNTED. -Skins  of  .Masked  Bob  white. 
H:skimo  Curlew.  San  Pedro.  Partridge, 
Spotted  Owl.  I'lamnnilated  Screech  Owl, 
Prit^)ilof  Sand  I'iper.  P.ristle-thighed  Curlew, 
and  any  other  rare  skins.  .1.  F.  I''RAZIER. 
Audiilion.  Iowa. 

WA  NTED  -First  class  skins,  especially  of 
east  of  Mississipi'i  material.  Send  lists.  B. 
H.  S\VALEK.  Crosse  Isle,  .Michigan. 

i'T)!;  i;.\CHAN<iE— Bird  skins,  long  list  of 
book'*.  W<  Mt  bird  skins,  mounted  birds  or 
books  on  b.jiis.  OI.'IN  (iREENWOOD.  840 
East  Main  !^t  .  M.ancliester.  Iowa. 

COST.K  RICA  SKINS.  Write  me  your 
wants.  Bird  and  .Mammd  skins  colle(;tfd 
from   this  locality  tor  cunh.  HENR'l    I'. 

R^v  VEN,  Box  T.i.  Linmn,  Costa  KIca. 
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BIRDS-Continued 


WANTED.— A  few  good  skins  of  the  Aleu- 
tian Tern  (Sterna  aleutica)  Thayer  Museum, 
Lancaster.  Mass. 

Rare  birds'  skins,  eggs,  and  nests  from 
Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  Central  and  South 
America  at  low  prices.  Also  Ornithological 
Books  and  Reptiles'  Eggs.  See  Bulletin. 
Specimen  number  for  2  cent  stamp.  World 
Wide  Circulation.  Ad  rates  1  cent  a  word. 
THE  BULLETIN,  4  Duke  St..  Adelphi, 
London,  W,  C.  England. 

WANTED.— The  following  first  class  skins: 
one  pair  Tree  Sparrow,  one  pair  Western  Tree 
Sparrow,  one  pair  Chipping  Sparrow,  one 
female  Clay  Colored  Sparrow,  one  pair 
Western  Chipping  Sparrow,  one  pair 
Brewer's  Sparrow,  one  pair  Field  Sparrow. 
and  one  pair  Western  Field  Sparrow,  all 
extra  A.  1.  suitable  for  mounting.  R.  M. 
BARNES.  Lacon.  Ills. 

FOR  KX(H.\N(;E. -Skins  154.  212,  21-t,  239, 
242.  246,  24M,  255.  257.  2S3.1,  272,  274,  331,  3.57,  3fj7, 
394c,  474b.  495.  49S,  509,  515.  534,  540,  542a.  559,  567, 
581,  584.  624.  662.  657.  678.  659b,  7^5,  727,  748.  Want 
skins  and  eggs  in  exchange.  J.  A.  MUNRO, 
466  Rape  Ave..  Toronto.  Ont.,  Canada. 

WANTED. -All  mounted  specimens  of 
Woodcock,  Wood  Duck,  Great  Blue  Heron, 
all  Quails  and  Grouse,  for  cash.  L.  MILLER, 
1129  E,  Market  St..  Indianapolis.  Ind. 

WANTED. -Male  and  female  of  Wood 
Duck,  (ireat  Horned  Owl,  Screech  Owl,  Spar- 
row Hawk.  Flicker,  Baltimore  Oriole,  Blue 
Jay  and  Scarlet  Tanager.  The  first  five  with 
nests  in  section  of  hollow  tree  and  the  latter 
three  with  nests  and  eggs  in  section  of  original 
branches.  For  further  particulars  address 
J.  FRIESSER.  5620  Lake  Ave.,  Chicago.  111. 

WANTED.— First  class  skins  or  mounted 
specimens  of  any  of  the  Hawks  and  Owls. 
Will  give  good  exchange  in  book.  Write 
S.  V.  WHARRAM.  Geneva.  Ohio. 

A  1  mounted  birds  of  rare  eggs  in  sets  to 
exchange  for  game  head,  fur  rugs.  Address 
GEORGE  SWEZEY.  61071  Poik  St.,  Newark, 
N.J. „^________- 

WANTED.- Fresh  skin  for  mounting  of 
black  squirrel,  wild  cat.  gray  fox.  Will  ex- 
change bird  skins,  mounted  specimens,  or 
cash  for  same.    ( ).  S.  BE(tGS,  San  Jose,  111. 

f  WANTP:D.  —  To  exchange  bird  skins  of 
Northern  Illinois  with  somebody  for  birds 
from  his  locality,  including  western  varieties 
of  our  common  birds  if  possible.  ('HAS.  K. 
CARPENTER,  183  Fox  St..  Aurora.   Illinois. 

EGGS 

EGGS  IN  FIXE  SETS-I  can  supply  fol- 
lowing species:  121,  207,  293«.  29  ■,  295,  301,  30Z. 
313,318,319,321,  327,328,  353,  354,  354a,  359,360c, 
370«,  376,  417,  419,  421,  420/),  459,  475,  487,  490.2, 
490,i',  oUn,  518,  533,  534.  536,  554,  5676,  581j,  586 
593&,  607,  641,  637,  654a,  683«,  697,  702,  708,  706,  730, 
735*,  736rt,  738,  749,  754.  763.  Exchange  lists  in- 
vited. THOM.\S  11.  JACKSON,  Westches- 
ter, Pa.,  304  N.  Franklin  St. 

FOR  rare  Oologieal  specimens  from  Asia, 
Africa,  Australia,  and  South  America,  see 
"The  Bulletin."  World  wide  circulation- 
Advertisenient  rates  50  cts.  per  inch.  Wants 
and  Exchange  cohmm,  1  cent  a  word.  Sam- 
ple copy  3  cent  stamp  only,  "THE  BULLE. 
TIN,"  4  Duke  St.,  Adelphi.  London.  p:ngland 


FOR  EXCHANGE.-In  A.  I.  gets,  with 
data.  190,  194,  263,  333.  3.37,  337b,  339,  359,  (359.1) 
362,  364,  375,  390,  423,  633.1.  759b  and  others. 
Also  butterflies  and  moths,  in  dust  and  insect 
proof  mounts.  Very  fine  minerals  in  fine 
cabinet  specimens  and  some  Indian  relics. 
Want  all  of  the  above,  in  fine  specimens  and 
especially  want  328,  318,  349,  332,  301,  309,  281, 
224,  208,  27.  Send  lists.  L.  C.  SNYDER, 
Lacona,  New  Yoik. 

WANTED.— A  set  each  of  the  Broad-winged 
and  Sharp-shinned  Hawk.  Can  offer  in 
exchange  fine  western  sets  with  nest.  D.  E. 
BROWN,  90  University  St.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

FOR  EXCHANGE. -636  n-5.  477  1-4  1-3.  681d 
n-4,  595  1-4,  755  2-3,  390  1-7,  65  1-3,  201 1-4,  388  2-4. 
EDWARD  S.  COOMBS,  243  Franklin  St., 
Boston,  Mass. 

I  HAVE  a  lot  of  fine  sets  of  Sea  Birds 
Eggs  from  Iceland  and  Lapland,  to  exchange 
for  other  kinds.  Send  vour  list  to  WALTER 
R  VINE,  Kew  Beach.  Toronto.  Canada. 

W.\NTED.— Sets  of  eggs  not  in  my  collec- 
tion, including  many  ordinary  varieties,  and 
especially  western  and  northerly  species. 
Send  list  to  B.  W.  ARNOLD,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

TO  EXCHANGE. -A  few  first  class  sets 
and  singles,  with  full  data  for  same.  Send 
list  and  receive  mine.  W.  A.  STRONG,  41 
Giand  Ave.,  San  Jose,  Calif. 

WANTED. -The  following  eggs  in  sets:  A. 
O.  U.  No.  5.  7,  9, 12.  27.  35,  42,  44,  47,  63.  117,  128, 
196, 197,  203,  2T5.  349.  352  and  others.  PAUL 
TAYLOR.  315  N.  6th  St.,  Camden,  N.  J. 

WANTF:d.— Coming  season,  one  set  No.  36, 
421,48,52.62,  73.  86b,  86i,  89, 108, 105.  (101),  (110). 
111,112,  (113i),  (114),  188,  206,  228,  334,  340,  344, 
337d,  356.  FRED  TRUESDALE.  Shandon. 
Calif. 

Sets  Sharp-shinned.  Broad  winged  Hawks, 
Barred  and  (ireat  Horned  Owls,  Great  Blue 
Heron  and  others  to  dispose  of.  S.  S. 
DICKEY.  Waynesburg,  Pa. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.— Fine  sets  of  Least 
Tern,  Black  Skimmer,  Louisiana  Heron, 
Wayne's  Clapper  Rail,  Florida  Burrowing 
Owl,  and  others.  For  parliculars  address 
W.  W.  WORTHINGTON,  Shelter  Island 
Heights.  New  York. 

TO  EXCHAN(tE  — Sets  with  data.  North 
American  and  Foreign.  Can  use  many  com- 
mon kinds  of  both.  Dr.  T.  W.  RICHARDS 
U.  S.  Navy,  1911  N.  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington 
D.C.       

FOR  SALE-Fine  sets  of  Sea  Birds  Eggs, 
Aucks.  Loons.  Gulls  and  Plovers  from  Ice- 
land. Lapland  and  Sweden.  WALTER 
RAINE,  Kew  Beach.  Toronto,  Canada. 

WANTED— A  good  second-hand  egg  cabi- 
net.    Send  description  and  price,  together 
with  inside  measurements  of  drawers,  when 
answering  this  ad,    C.  BERT  NICHOLS 
Granville,  N.  Y. 

WANTED. -Eggs  in  sets  of  Green  Jay, 
Say's  Phoebe,  Mountain  Chickadee,  Tufted 
Titmouse.  Lazuli  Bunting,  Summer  Tanager 
Hooded  Oriole.  Prairie  and  Pine  Warblers, 
old  liird  magazines.  C.  M.  CASE,  7Holcomb 
St..  Hartford,  Conn. 

WANTED.— Nests  with  and  without  sets  of 
463.  4()6.  5.50.  642,  (i45,  654,  667,  686,  719.  722,  726,  748, 
758,7.59b.  JAS.  P.  BALL,  M.D.,  Frankford,  Pa. 
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EGGS-Continued 


RARE  E(;(;S  FOR  EXrHAN(iE.-I  have 
a  few  sets  of  Heennan's  (iull.  Blue-footed 
Booby,  Red-footed  Booby,  Black  Petrel, 
Least  Petrel.  Soccoro  Petrel, C'assin's  Anklet, 
Ridgeway's  Noddy,  Black  vented  Shear- 
water. Blue-faced  Booby,  What  ha^  e  you? 
Only  perfect  sets  wanted  and  must  be  strict- 
ly A  1.  \V.  LEE  CHAMBEKS.  Santa  Monica. 
CaL 

FOK  EXCHANGE. -Incomplete  sets  and 
singles,  with  data,  of  White  Neck  Raven. 
Many  common  snigles  wanted.  H.  V. 
BENEDICT.  Austin.  Texas. 

FOK  EXCHANGE.— Choice  sets  of  eggs. 
that  I  would  like  to  exchange  for  shot  gun. 
.TpHN  P.  WARD.  522  5th  Ave.,  Upper  Troy, 

WANTED.— Eggs  in  sets  with  data  and 
ornithological  books  in  exchange  for  books 
or  eggs.  Will  pay  cash  for  bird  books.  H. 
E.  BISHOP.  Sayre.  Pa. 

WANTED.— To  exchange  sets  of  eggs  with 
any  first  class  collectors.  Desire  many  com- 
mon ones  in  series  and  in  nests.  Offer  rare 
species,  also  local  series.  H.  H.  BAILEY, 
321  Wth  St..  New  Port  News,  Va. 

Snapping  Turtle  1-25, 1-30. 1-40,  4  cents  per 
egg  prepaid.  Six  well  marked  sets  of  Red 
shouldered  Hawk  5.3. 1-4.  All  first  class  with 
data.  .JAS.  (,).  .JOHN" SON.  Southington,  Conn 

FOR  EXCI1AN(;E.  -  My  entire  coll.  of 
Nests.  Eggs,  some  Skins.  1500  choice  sets 
Parties  interested  write  for  list,  etc.  PHILO 
W.  S.MITIL  Eureka  Springs.  Ark. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.-A  collection  of  about 
155  species— one  set  each  of  North  American 
Birds  Eggs:  also  a  12-drawer  (luarter  sawed 
Oak  Cabinet.  No  fair  offer  refused.  M.  F 
HENCHEY.  60  Arnold  St..  Westfield.  Mass 

EXCILVN(iE.-A  tine  series  of  ten  of  the 
Pallas  Mil  pre  from  Cape  Hope.  Alaska.  I 
want  ISS.  ;«2,  :«3.  34H.  m2.  .m  and  many  others, 
D.  E.  BROWN.  6044  1st  Ave..  No.  W.  Sta.  F. 
Seattle.  Wash. 

I  am  ilisposing  of  my  collection  of  nests 
and  eggs.  \\V)Mld  exchange  for  bird  skins 
and  stamps.  I".  T.  ColJLKSS.  sol  E.  14  N.. 
Portland.  <  ircgcjii. 

I  CAN  OFFER  30a  1-11,  32  l-ll,  184  1-4,  187  1-3 
1-4.  199  1-5.  378a  1-6.  513  1-3.  and  many  ingles 
with  data.  What  have  YOC  to  offer  ? 
ERNEST  H.  SHORT.  Box  173  Rochester.  N. 
Y. 

FOR  EXCHAN'iK-  I'irst  class  Eggs  in 
sets.    C.  S.  RrTIIEKFoRD.  Revere.  .Mo. 

TO  EXCn.\N(iE-Setsof  6.58and  othersfor 
same.  .1.  C[.AII{E  WOOD.  179  17th  Street, 
Detroit,  .Mich. 


NESTS  with  and  without  sets  wanted,  also 
reptile  eggs,  common  variety  particularly, 
J.  P.  BALL.  M.  D„  Frankford,  Phila. 

I  have  sets  of  364  and  709  to  exchange.  I 
want  131  and  149.  ROP.ERT  P.  SHARPLES. 
West  Chest,  r.  Pa. 


FOR  EX<  ilAN(iE.-(iiant  Fulme-.6-l,  at 
$25  per  egg.  Wandering  .\lbatnjss  5-1,  $20 
per  egg.  Sendlists.  .JOHN  II.  FLANAGAN, 
10  Weybosset  St..  Providence,  R.  I. 


TO  EXCHANGE.-To  clear  up.  390  2:5,14: 
622  A  3-6:  339  3-2.  3-3:  77  1-2:  475  .3-6,  1-7.  Who 
wants  them?  .\11  .V  No.  1.  R.  T.  FULLER, 
Lacona.  New  York. 

I  offer  1-3.  2-4  Fish  Crow.  1-5  201.  1-5  194:  all 
for  a  set  of  Bartman's  Sandpiper  4  or  5  eggs. 
W.  B.  CRISPIN.  .Salem.  N.  J. ^^ 

FOR  EXCHAN<;E.-Eggs  6  1-7.  .37  1-1:  491-3. 
aS20-2  2-3.  62  1-3.  64  1-4.  65  9-1  1-2,  80  7-2  1-4  7-3, 
114-1  1-2,  122  1-4,  123b  1-4,  141  1  10,  127  1-3,  187  1-4 
190  1-:i,  191  1-4,  191  4-3,  199  4-11  201  3-4.  2111-4. 
211-2  1-9,  219  1-3.  221  1-4  1-11.226  1-4.269  1-4.280  1-3, 
32119-2.326  8-2,3.33  15.3:^71.1-2  2-3.  3,39  2-4.  ;«9b 
2-2,  345  1-1,  346  ;j0-2  ($10  set  j'  349  1-2,  355  1-4,  359 
1-2, 1-4, 365  1-3,  36Sa  l-.i  (one  broken),  373c  1-3, 
374  4-4,  378  1-7,  380  1-3  one  missing),  .384  1-4  2-6, 
385  4-5,  387  2-4,  389  3-4  1-.S.  (one  gone),  ,3917-5, 
410  1-4  3-5  2-6, 413  1-6.  419  21-2,  420a  1-1,4.t.3  1-4  1-6, 
466  2-4,  471  1-3,  475  1-5.  483  1-3.  496  2-2.  500  1-4,  .577 
1-4,  ,593a  1-3  19-4,  594a  3-4,  (>52  1-5.  713  2-4.  3-5  7-6. 
719  1-5.746  1-4.766  1-5,  (iray-tailed  Hawk,  1-2 
2-3  1-411.25,  per  egg:  White-throated  Falcon 
1-2.  $4.50  per  egg:  (ireen  Woodpecker  1-4.  75c. 
per  esg;  P.rown  ,Iay  1-4  1-5  7.5c.  per  egg:  Mexi- 
can Crow  1-4  1-5  75c.  per  egg:  Lesson's  Oriole 
l-5  5()c  ])er  egg;  sVins  for  exi'hange.  51  5.  54-4. 
60-4:  (i4-l.  65-5.  137-8.  142-5.  143-7.  146-11.  149-2. 
258a-7.  289b  4.  264-2.  Many  eggs  in  broken 
sets,  full  data.  1-3  off.  Would  buy  or  ex- 
change for.  if  at  a  bargain,  any  kind  of 
museum  specimens,  such  as  relics,  fossils, 
shells,  minerals,  corals,  etc..  etc.  J.  M. 
CARROLL.  San  Marcos.  Texas. 


BOOKS 

l'"or  Bargains  in  books  on  Ornithology  and 
Oology  see  "The  Bulletin."  post  free  for  2 
centstainp.  "THE  BULLETIN."  4  Duke  St.. 
Adelphi.  London.  England. 

FOR  EXCHAN(;E. -Nicely  bound  vols,  of 
Bird  Lore,  a  partially  complete  file  of 
Oologist  from  No.  1  to  date,  many  vols,  and 
odd  numbers  of  bird  magazines,  also  a  few 
nice  sets  to  exchange.  1  want  especially  No. 
6\ol.  Vthe  Oologist  and  No.  6  Vol.  1  the 
Nidologist.  II.  .1.  KOFAHL.  911  Congress 
Avenue.  Austin.  Texas. 

W,\NTE;D.- Copies  of  "Iowa  Ornitholo- 
gist." "Western  Ornithologist"  and  other 
bird  magazines  published  in  Iowa.  .\lso 
want  Iowa  bird  skins.  EMERSON  A. 
STONER.  Oreenwood  Park.  Des  .Moines. 
Iowa.   

~FOi;  S.\LE  oRTO  EXCll.\\(ii:-l'or  bird 
skins,  books  or  pamphlets.  .M  i not.  1. and  arid 
(iame  Birds  of  N.  i;.;  Inu'ersoll.  Birds  Nesting; 
Capen.  Oolot'y  of  >J.  E.:  Davie.  .Methods  In 
the  -Vrt  of  Taxidermy:  Cones,  h'ield  Orni- 
thology: Langillc.Our  I'.irds  in  Their  Haunts; 
Cory.  Birds  of  llayii  and  Sail  Domingo;Cofy, 
I'.irds  of  Eastern  Ndtlb  .Vmerica.  I'".  H. 
.MrKECIIME.  Poiikapog.  Mass. 

WANTED  FOR  C.\SH.-No's.  1  :iiid  2.  Vol. 
.Nidologist.    .loilN     II.     FLANACAN.  10 
Weybosset  St..  Providence.  K.  I. 

WAN  TED.— I'.aek  numbers  of  The  Ank. 
Nuttal's  Bulletin  and  other  bird  magazines, 
also  on  insects.  Have  inimbcrs  to  exchange. 
(;.  W.  HUM  I'll  1:EV.  Dedhain.  .Mass. 

1  W.\.NT  IbiUelin  nf  the  Cooper  Orni- 
tholot.'ical  Cliil).  vol.  1  conipli'te  or  parts: 
\idlologist.  vol.  N(»s.  1.2.3  4..').  6.  Auk.  vols. 
1  tr)  VI.  odd  numbers,  or  comiilete  volumes. 
Wilson  r.nlletin.  No.  4.  W.  LEE  CIIAM- 
r.EKS.  Santa  .Monicji.  <'al. 
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BOOKS— Continued 


TO  EXCHANGE— Bound  volumes  Nidi- 
ologist,  Osprey  and  Oologist  to  exchange  for 
the  same  in  numbers  as  issued.  F.  B. 
McKECHNIE.  Ponkapog  Mass. 

FOR  SALE— Bendire's  life  histories,  2  vols. 
half  morocco,  binding  good  as  new.  Would 
trade  for  good  Shot  Gun.  C.  S.  RUTHER- 
FORD,  Revere,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE.— Auk,  Vol.  6,  $5.00;  Vols.  14  and 
15,  $1.50  each.  Also  Bendire's  Life  Histories, 
Vol.  1,  index  stained.  $5.00.  H.  S.  HATH- 
AWA  Y,  Box  1466,  Providence,  R.  I. 

WANTED.—  Following  publications: 
National  Museum  Bulletin  50,  Ridgway;. 
Bendire's  Life  Histories;  Condor,  first  three 
volumes,  etc.  Offer  CASH  or  desirable  sets 
as  Heermann's  Gull,  Xantus  Murrelett,  Blue- 
footed  Booby,  Socorro  Petrel.  PINGREE  I. 
OSBURN,  Pasadena,  California. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.-American 
Ornithology,  by  Wilson  ct  Bonaparte,  Pacific 
Railroad  Survey,  Geikies'  Geology,  and  other 
books  and  magazines.  HUGH  D.  PALLIS- 
TER,  3754  Independence  Rd..  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE  -  Orni- 
thological  publications,  lantern  slides  from 
bird  subjects  from  life,  some  specimens  and 
odds  and  ends,  pair  of  climbing  irons.  Lists 
furnished.  What  have  you  got  and  what  do 
you  want.  B.  S.  BOWDISH,  141  Broadway, 
New  York  City. 

Good  exchange  for  sets  of  No.  539,  566,  567e, 
585,  597a,  610a.  630,  632a,  634,  646b.  649,  660,  662' 
663a,  664,  672,  681c.  681e,  682,  711  717, 722, 724. 742b, 
754,  756a.  757,  758b.  A.  E.  PRICE,  Grant  Park, 
IlL 

SCARCE  BOOKS,  Pamphlets  and  Lists.  If 
you  want  books  on  Ornithology  and  Oology, 
send  2c.  stamp  for  copy  of  'The  Bulletin" 
■which  contains  many  bargains  in  each  issue. 
Additions  to  stock  every  week.  "THE 
BUIJLKTIN."  4  Duke  St.,  Adelphi,  W.  C. 
London,  F^ngland. 

FOR  SALE.-The  following  books;  Birds 
of  North  and  Middle  America  by  Ridgway, 
Parts  I,  II,  III,  and  IV.    Birds  of  Wyoming 


23and'24.    All  in  excellent  condition!     Will 
sell  cheap,    F.  C.  HUBEL,  Clarkston,  Mich. 

EXCHANGE.-Auk  Vol.  19,  Osprey  Vol.  1 
(2 numbers  missing)  Vol.2,  Appleton's  Pop- 
ular Science  Monthly.  Smithsonian  Report, 
1907,25th  Ethnoloiry  K'eport  for  sets,  other 
magazines,  or  cash.  Want  especially  Nidi- 
ologistVol.  1,  No.  6,  Cooper  Club  P>ulletin 
Vol.  1  ^o.  3,  cash  or  exchange.  PLA.KLE  R. 
FORREST,  357  N.  Main  St.,  Washington. 
Pennsylvania. 

To  exchange  for  nests  and  sets  of  Warblers. 
Vireos,  Fly-catchers,  Thrushes  and  Wood- 
peckers, Owls,  Rails.  Duckri  and  Hawks.  U. 
S.  Fish  Commission  Bulletin.  Vols.  16,  17,  18, 
19,  22  and  24  (2  vols.);  Report  '95.  '96,  '97,  '98, 
'99,  '02,  '03  (2  vols.);  Fish  and  Fisheries  of 
Porto  Rico;  U.  S.  Ethnology  Bulletin  '25,  Re- 
ports 14th,  loth.  Kith.  17th  (part  1  and  2)  20,  21, 
22  (pt.  1  and  2)  and  issoli;  Over  300  (ieological 
Volumes  on  Forest  Reserves,  Paleontology 
and  all  Fossils.  These  must  all  go  before 
Jan.  1,1910.    L.B.  HO  WSLEY.Mullan,  Idaho. 


FOR  SALE.— Cash  only.  30  complete 
volumes  and  many  odd  numbers  of  Forest 
and  Stream,  published  at  $4.00  a  year.  W.  E. 
SN\  DER,  Beaver  Dam.  Wis. 

If  you  wish  to  purchase  books  on  Natural 
History,  Science,  Travels,  etc.  write  to  The 
Bulletin.  If  not  in  stock,  they  may  be  ob- 
tained for  you  as  the  proprietors  have  ex- 
ceptional (ipportunities  of  buying  scarce 
works.  "THE  BULLETIN,  4  Duke  St„ 
Adelphi,  London,  England. 

BIRD  MAGAZINES  WANTED.-Auk.  odd 
numbers  or  complete  files  of  first  ten 
volumes;  Bulletin  of  the  Cooper  Ornithologi- 
cal Club,  Vol.  1  complete  or  odd  parts; 
Western  Ornithologist,  complete  file;  Audu- 
bon Magazine,  complete  file;  Nidiologist,  Vol. 
1  complete  or  odd  numbers;  Complete  files  of 
any  Bird  Magazines  for  the  above  I  will  give 
cash  or  will  exchange  other  bird  magazines. 
W.  LEE  CHAMBERS.  Santa  Monica.  Cal. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE.  —  National 
Automatic  Telegraphy  Transmitter.  A  com- 
plete home  course  in  telegraphy  $12  cash  or 
exchange  for  good  sets.    A.  D.  DOERtiE. 

WANTED.— To  exchange  butterflies  with 
collectors  west,  south  and  in  Canada.  J.  R. 
HARNMERLE,  88  Madison  St.,  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pa. 

WANTED.— Good  photographs  of  nests 
and  eggs  of  Mississippi  Valley  Migrants 
breeding  in  north  i  e..  Warblers,  Sparrows, 
etc.  J.  F.  FERRY,  Chicago,  111.,  Care  of  Field 
Museum  of  Natural  History. 

FOR  SALE.— Deer  heads  for  mounting 
also  extra  scalps  and  antlers.  Prices  very 
reasonable.  Some  choice  game  bird  and 
mammal  skins  and  mounted  specimens. 

GEO.  F.  GUELF,  Taxidermist,  Brockport, 
N.  Y'. 

FKF2E;— Lessons  in  Taxidermy,  with  every 
$5.00  order  of  Taxidermy,  or  over,  (iame 
heads,  rugs.  Fur  Coats,  Lap  Robes,  etc,  for 
sale.  R.  F.  MULLEN,  Expert  Taxidermist, 
509  N.  24th  St.,  2d  floor.  South  Omaha,  Nebr. 

W.VNTED;—  Good  photographs  of  nests 
and  eggs  of  the  following;  Any  warbler  nest- 
ing in  the  Northern  U.  S.;  also  of  A.  O.  U. 
Nos.  55S,  567,  759  B.,  402,  617,  722,  726.  J.  F. 
FERRY,  Field  Museum,  Chicago. 

FOR  EXCHANCiE.-A  number  of  genuine 
buffalo  horns,  first  class,  in  pairs  and  singles, 
for  sets  with  data.  W.  C.  PARKS,  704  Milli- 
gan  St.,  Crawforasville,  Ind. 

WANTED-A  good  Magic  Lantern.  Offer 
in  exchange,  specimens  or  a  fine  camera.  J. 
O.SNYDER,  Box  775,  Stanford  University, 
California. 

FOR  SALE  OR  EXCHANGE:-Have  two 
Gray  Wolf  pups  to  sell  or  exchange  for 
other  animals  or  fowls.  They  are  large, 
strong  specimens  and  are  as  gentle  and  play- 
ful as  dogs.  Write  for  full  description  to 
LAKE  HARRIS,  .lay  Em.  Wyoming. 

FOR  EXCHANGE.-A  good  $110.00  Cali- 
graph  Typewriter,  few  fine  meteorite  speci- 
mens polished;  many  good  curios  and  over 
8000  species  of  Land  and  Marine  Shells. 
Want  eggs  in  sets  and  singles.  W.  V.  WEBB, 
202  Westminster  Road,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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MISCEI.LANKorS- Continued 

WANTKI):-A  pair  of  Texas  Steer  Horns, 
unmounted.  If  you  have  any  for  sale,  write 
and  state  your  price.  S.V^r^EL  HL'XSIX- 
GEK.  Taxidermist,  Secor.  111. 

EXt'HAXGE.- Send  stamp  for  list  of 
articles  to  exchange  or  sell.  DAVID  PRATT, 
Box  538  Freefort,  Maine. 

High  grade  cameras,  lenses,  field  glasses, 
etc.  for  natural  history  work.  I  import  them 
and  can  save  you  money.  Correspondence 
invited.  C.  E.  WEBSTER,  No.  Yakima, 
Wash. 

I  WAXT  IXDIAX  RELICS,  especially  ai. 
row  points.    L.  B.  IIAUSLEY, 

Mullen,  Idaho. 

WAXTED.— Souvenir  and  photographic 
postal  cards  in  exchange  for  same;  bird  and 
nature  studies  especially  uesired.  BURTIS 
H.  WILSON.  1064  17th  St..  Rock  Island,  111. 

WAXTED— A  pair  of  Marine  Field  Glasses; 
must  be  very  clear  and  strong  magnification. 
Will  exchange  for  same,  Indian  relics  skins 
and  eggs.  ARTHUR  W.  BROCKWAY.  Had- 
lyme.  Conn. 

WANTED.— Pair  of  climbing  irons;  small 
egg  drill  and  blow  pipe.  State  lowest  price; 
also  give  descriptions.  K.  ROCKEY,  334  W. 
56th  St..  New  York  City. 

WANTED. -Books  of  birds  of  northeast 
and  eastern  Xorth  America,  pair  of  best 
opera  glasses  and  tctxidermists  instruments; 
have  for  exchange  fresh  skins.  Horned  Owl, 
R.  S.  Hawk,  fine  specimens.  Arrow  points, 
axes,  pestles,  etc.  Sharks  teeth  from  South 
Carolina  river  bottoms.  ARTHl'R  W. 
BROCKWAY,  Hadlyme,  Conn. 

FOR  S.VLE.— Basket  work,  of  ali  shapes 
and  patterns,  mats,  bows,  pappoose  baskets 
and  other  works  of  art  of  the  "Northern  Cali- 
fornia Indian."  Price  list  free  and  your 
money  hack,  if  goods  bought  are  not  as 
represented.  Address  C,  IR  VIN  CLAY,  Box 
.353,  Eureka.  Cal. 

FOR  SALK.—l  large  black  bear  skin  with 
skull,  claws  and  leg  bimcs.  well  salted.  Also 
1  bull  moose  with  nice  pair  of  Antlers.  These 
skins  are  first  class  with  full  measurements. 
WM.  SIMPSON,  i'.ox  4.S4  Portage  La  Prairie, 
.Manitoba. 

W.\XTKl).-.\  pair  of  marine  or  field 
glasses;  must  be  of  strong  magnification. 
Also  Samuel's  "Birds  of  Xew  P^ngland. 
Have  for  exchange,  eggs  in  sets,  skins  and 
Indian  relics  and  curios.  .VKTHl'R  W. 
UROCK  WA  Y.  iladlymc.  Conn. 

W.VXTED.- Some  first  class  pieces  of 
clean,  stretched  birch  hark,  in  strips  of  not 
less  than  12  inches  x  ]x  inches.  Suitable  for 
mounting  photos.  Send  me  your  prices  at 
once.  L.  V.  .M EDICTS.  3002  Chestnut  St., 
Kansas  City.  .Mo. 
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FOR  S.\LE.  2  black  bear  cubs,  tame  and 
healthy,  about  (i  months  old,  140.00.  23  live 
Canada  (Jeese.  1  gandor.  a  fine  breeding  pen, 
120.00.  W.\I.  SI. MPSOX,  Box  4K4.  Portage  La 
Prairie.  .Manitoba. 


Leon  L.  Pray.  Specialist  in  small  bird  and 
small  mammal  taxidermy.  Specimens  from 
smallest  size  to  size  of  Raccoon  and  Horned 
Owl  mounted.  First  class  work  only.  Ad- 
dress correspondence  to  5<).30  Ingleside  Ave.. 
Chicago,  III. 


What  Our  Advertisers  Say. 


"I  have  (lone  very  well  with  nij-  ad." 
F.  B.  McKENNIE,  Sept.  27. 
"Please  do  not  run  art.  again:  horns 
are  all  gone." 

i\    \V.    PARKS,   Nov,   8. 


"You  had  a  great  exchange  column 
this  month." 

K.   H.   ROCKEY.   Xov.   18. 


"I  have  had  my  want  ad.  in  your  val- 
uable paper  for  some  time  and  have 
had  a  number  of  good  exchanges  there- 
from." 

EDWIN   DAVIS,   Xov.   27. 


"Kindly  discontinue  my  ad.  in  THE 
OOLOGIST  as  I  have  sold  all  the 
books;  every  book  was  sold  through 
your  paper  within  four  weeks  after 
the  first  appearance  of  the  ad." 

F.   C.   HUBEL.   Dec.   1. 


"Please  stoi)  my  for  sale  notice 
in  THE  OOLOGIST;  I  disposed  af  all 
the  eggs  three  months  ago." 

.JAMES    O.    .JOHNSON.    Dec.    1. 


"I  sent  an  exchange  coupon  for  but 

one  insertion  and  disi)osed  of  my  seta 

a  few  days  after  the  first  ainx'arance 

of  the  ad." 

R.  F.  FULLER,   Dec.   6. 


"Please  discontinue  my  ad.  in  THE 
OOLOGIST.  I  get  more  replies  to  it 
than  I  have  time  to  an.swer." 

E.   A.   STONER,   Nov.   2:i. 
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PricM   for   Back  Number*   it  the 
YOUMG    OOLOJiST   AND   THE    OOLOGIST 
Will,  during    1908,    remain  as  below: 
After  which  the  prices  of  many  num- 
bers will  be  advanced  and  possibly  not 
obtainable    at    any    price.      Should    you 
desire   back   numbers   to  complete   youi 
file.  NOW  is  the  time  to  purchase.   You 
can    never   obtain    them    for   less   money 
and    possibly    not   at    any    price,    as   our 
stock   ranges   from   only    1    to   25   copies' 
of  an  issue. 

Prices  for   1909  Are    as  Follotwe: 
Nos.  1,14, 18,  31,  34-35,  42,  53,  86,  89,  111,130  ,  132 
137. 139. 140, 153. 158,  are  50  cents  each; 

Nos.  9,  66-67,  76,  77.  78,  79.  88,  90,  100 
113,  138.  146.  are  25  cents  each. 

Nos.  11,  13.  14,  15,  16.  54.  55.  56.  75, 
87,  123.  127.  128.  129,  144.  149,  are  15 
cents  each. 

Nos.  19,  20,  22.  27.  28.  38,  39.  40,  45, 
60,  60.  61,  63.  64.  65,  70,  74,  80,  93,  114, 
115,  126,  133,  135,  are  10  cents  each. 
fBF^All  other  numbers  5c.  per  copy. 
For  $12  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  ever  published.  No.  1  to 
145.  This  offer  includes  your  subscription 
through  1908.  ,     ^ 

My  prices  for  back  numbers  of  the 
YOUNG  OOLOGIST  and  OOLOGIST  in 
volumes,  are  as  follows: 

Vol.   I,   1884-5,   Nos.   1   to   12 $   .90 

Vol.   II,   1885,   Nos.    13   to   14 50 

Vol.    Ill,    1886,    Nos.    15    to    20 90 

Vol.   IV,    1887,   Nos.    21    to   25-26....    1.00 

Vol.    V,    1888,    Nos.    27    to    38 1.50 

Vol.  VI,  1889,  Nos.   39  to  50 75 

Vol.  VII,  1890,  Nos.  51   to  62 75 

Vol.   VIII,   1891,  Nos.   63   to  74 75 

Vol.   IX,  1892,  Nos.  75   to  86 90 

Vol.    X,    1893,    Nos.    87    to    98 1.00 

Vol.   XI,    1S94,   Nos.    99   to    110 50 

Vol.   Xn,    1895.   Nos.    Ill    to   122 1.00 

Vol.   Xni,   1896,  Nos.   123   to   127 50 

Vol   XIV,   1897,   Nos.    128   to   139....    1.60 

Vol.   XV,    1898,   Nos.    140    to    149 60 

Vol.  XVI.   1899,  Nos.    150   to   161..  .75 

Vol.  XVII,  1900,  Nos.  162  to  171..  .50 

Vol.   XVIII.   1901.   Nos.    172   to   183..      .50 

Vol.   XIX.   1902,   Nos.   184   to   195 50 

Vol.   XX,   1903,  Nos.   196   to   197 10 

Vol.    XXI,    1904,    No.    198    to    209 50 

Vol.  XXII.  1905.  Nos.  210  to  221 50 

Vol.  XXTII.  190().  222  to  21)3 ■ f.O 

Vol.  XXIV.  1907,  234.  to  245 •      55 

Vol.  XXV,  1908,  24(j  to  257 50 

For  $5.25  I  will  send  prepaid  a  copy  of 
every  issue  published,  Nos.  1  to  209, 
lnclu.«ive.  except  the  twenty-nine,  (29), 
25c.,  50c. and  75c.ropies. 
For  $250  1  will  send  prepaid  every 
copy  publishod,  Nos.  1  to  209,  inclusive, 
except  tlip  sixty  copies  priced  above  at 
10c    or    o\er 

—   r.Oli.Nl)  VOLUMES  — 
I  a II    Im-    fll^Ili^ll^<l.   stiongl.v   bound   In  cloth  nnd 
hnnnls.     MS    f(.lln\v».-: 
Vol.    I    Mii.l    II    YOIXG   OOLOGIST  bound  In 

one    voliiiro $1.00 

Vol.  I\.  Til.'  ()<>!. (l(;;sr  for  '92,  21)8  pages 
of  vMlunllc  ;md  iiistniPtive  Oologloa) 
and    Ornitliological    miitttT    with    many 

full    page    illustrations Jl.OO 

Or,  if  .von  order  the  two  volumes  at  one  time, 
we  will  spnil  tlieni  by  return  mall  for  only 
JI  .75.  Kvcry  student  of  birds,  their  nests  and 
eegR.  should  have  these  two  volumes  In  their 
library.  The  valuable  information  they  contain, 
l»  worth  many  times  the  price. 
Address     plainly, 

K.  M.  RAKNES, 

Lacon,  111. 


I    WANT    THE    FOLLOWING. 


Please  look  this  list  over  careful- 
ly and  If  you  have  any  of  them  write 
me. 

North   American   Fauna,   No.   23. 

The  Wilson  Billitin,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5, 
64. 

The  Curlew,  Published  by  O.  P.  Hau 
ger  of  Orleans,  Ind.,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4, 

5,  6,  7. 

The  Ornithologist  and  Oologist  Semi- 
Annual,  Published  in  1889-90-91  by 
Wm.  H.  Foote  of  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
and  by  C.  C.  Maxfield  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  in  1891.  All  numbers  pub- 
lished except  Nos.  Vol.  1,  No.  2,  and 
Vol.  2,  No.  2. 

The  Wilson  Quarterly,  No.  2,  Vol.  4, 
.July,   1892. 

The  Wilson  Journal,  Vol  1,  Jany.,  1893 
and  Vol.  2,  June,  1893. 

Notes    on     Rhode    Island    Ornithology, 

Published  by  Reginald  Heber  Howe, 
.Jr.,   1890. 

The  Oologist,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Vols. 
l-j  inclusive,  for  1875  to  1881.  any 
numbers. 

Journal    of    the    Maine    Ornithological 
Club.     A  complete  file  or  any  num- 
bers. 

The  Maine  Ornithologist.  A  complete 
f'lo,  any  numbers. 

The  Audubon  Magazine.  A  complete 
1  lo,  any  numbers. 

Birds  of  California,  In  relation  to  the 
fruit   industry — Beal,   Part  II. 

The     Oologist — This     magazine — Vol. 
Ill,  No.  4;  Vol.  IV,  Nos.  1,  3,  4;  Vol.  V, 
No.  6;  Vol.  VII,  Nos.  3  and  10. 

Catalogue  of  Canadian  Birds,  by  Prof. 
McCoun,  Part  I. 

I  will  pay  the  very  highest  market 
price  fcr  all  or  any  part  of  the  above 
in  case  R.  M.  Barnes, 

Lacon,  Ills. 


^HE  OOLOGIST. 

Vol.  XXVI.    No.  12.     Albion,  N.  Y.  December  15,  1909.        Whole  No.  269 
Pubiished  Monthly,  by  R.  M.  Barnes,  Lacon,  Illinois. 


I9IO 

THE  OOLOGIST  for  1910  will  be  issued  regularly  on  the  15th  day  of  each 
month,  and  will  be  better  than  it  has  ever  been  yet,  since  it  first  saw  the  light 
of  day  in  1884.  A  higher  class  of  illustrations  will  be  used  and  the  best  ob- 
tainable manuscript  will  be  published.  It  will  be  full  of  live,  original  articles 
written  by  the  best  bird  students  in  North  America  and  embellished  with  hither- 
to unpublished   pictures  of  bird   life  taken  from  nature. 

It  will  wage  a  relentless  war  upon  all  persons  engaged  in  fraudulent  oology 
or  ornithology  and  will  show  up  those  who  use  its  advertising  columns  for  the 
purpose  of  arranging  exchanges  and  then  fail  to  settle  the  accounts  of  such 
exchanges. 

We  expect  during  the  year  of  1310  to  double  the  present  subscription  list 
of  THE  OOLOGIST.  and  if  so.  the  size  of  the  magazine  will  then  be  increased. 
During  the  coming  year  it  will  contain  f^^h  month  at  least  two  high  class 
illustrations  and  eight  pages  of  live  bird  matter,  making  in  all  one  hundred 
twenty  pages  of  the  best  bird  literature  of  the  day:   and  all  for  FIFTY  CENTS. 
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PLATE  21.     King   Rail  on   Nest  at  Philo,   111. 

—Photo  by  Isaac  E.  Hess,  June  10,  1909. 
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KING    RAIL    IN    ILLINOIS. 


The  seeker  after  nesting  data 

of  this  swamp-loving  member  of  the 
"RalUis"  family,  would  scarcely  choose 
the  eastern  part  of  Illinois  as  a  basis 
for  field  operations. 

A  trip  through  this  (Champaign) 
county  would  discourage  the  most  op- 
timistic Oologist  were  he  bent  on  ac- 
cumulating information  concerning 
Swamp  birds  or  desirous  of  adding 
their  sets  to  his  collection. 

We  are  unfortunately  situated 
(from  a  bird  student's  point  of  view) 
in  regard  to  swamps,  being  on  a  sort 
of  divide,  with  our  water  courses  run- 
ning away  in  each  direction,  North, 
South,  East  and  West.  No  swamp 
could  exist  under  our  present  drain- 
age system  and  we  must  be  content 
with  a  few  small  ponds  as  the  only 
representatives  of  the  glorious 
swampy  past  when  our  parents  could 
wade  into  the  ooze  places  and  come 
forth  with  aprons  and  baskets  leaden 
with  Duck  eggs.  Ye  Gods!  When  I 
hear  mother  tell  of  hatching  a  pair 
of  Sandhill  Crane  eggs  under  a  Tur- 
key— such  treasures  picked  up  in  the 
fields  like  so  many  potatoes  and  right 
where  our  felds  of  ccrn  now  wave  in 
the  winds,  I  feel  that  I  appeared  on 
this  terrestrial  ball  about  a  third  of 
a  century  late. 

But  the  King  Rail  loves  us  yet  and, 
although  we  have  digged  our  ditches 
with  no  thought  or  care  as  to  his  fu- 
ture existence,  he  apparently  forgives 
our  selfishness  and  contentedly  ac- 
cepts the  huts  we  grudgingly  leave 
him  in  lieu  of  the  spacious  mansions 
he  might  so  easily  find  elsewhere.  This 
reads  along  quite  prettily  of  course, 
but  how  does  it  sound  when  I  con- 
fess that  two  months  ago  I  was  not 
aware  of  the  facts  stated  above — that 
the  King  Rail  still  nested  with  us. 

It  is  really  laughable  and  yet  it  Is 
a  matter  of  chagrin  with  me,  when  I 


review  my  numerous  trips  to  sur- 
rounding counties,  including  a  long 
journey  to  the  Illinois  river  bottoms 
in  search  of  "Rallus  elegans"  in  his 
home,  to  find  five  nests  here  in  June, 
under  my  very  nose  and  the  one  of  my 
photo  illustrations,  in  less  than  a  mile 
of  my  store,  where,  during  many  sea- 
sons, I  have  dashed  forth  at  the  "call 
of  the  wild" — filling  my  stolen  hours 
with  Ornithological  experiences. 

Although  always  recorded  in  my 
note  book — "King  Rail — summer  mi- 
grant— formerly  a  breeder,"  I  have 
a  suspicion  that  "Kingus  Railus"  has 
been  a  summer  resident  these  many 
years,  and  1,  only  ignorant  of  his  hab- 
its. 

And  is  it  any  wonder?  I  found  no 
l)hotos  of  either  bird  or  nest  in  my  li- 
brary. :My  Bird  books  contain  so  lit- 
tle information  about  this  bird  that 
one  might  easily  consider. him  rare 
desiderata.  .lob's  Water  Birds  illus- 
thate  neither  King  Rail  nor  nest.  Nei- 
ther is  it  found  in  Raine's  nesting 
of  Water-birds.  Reed's  splendid  Egg 
book  was  perused  in  vain  for  photos 
of  this  common  water  bird.  Through 
all  the  periodicals  of  years  I  hunted 
for  the  simplest  data  concerning  his 
nesting  and  found  the  few  notes  far 
from  satisfactory.  Mr.  Abbott  of  Chi- 
cago published  in  the  Sept.  1908  Oolo- 
gist the  only  valuable  notes  concern- 
ing this  bird  that  I  was  able  to  un- 
earth. 

The  old  stereotyped  assertion  that 
the  King  Rail  is  "very  shy"  is  incor- 
rect, says  Mr.  Abbott.  I  am  ready  to 
agree  with  Mr.  Abbott.  My  exper- 
ience of  .June  10,  1909,  when  I  was 
forced  to  lift  the  female  from  the  first 
nest  I  had  ever  found,  would  sfcin  to 
contradict  the  "shy"  claim. 

The  only  shy  actions  exhibited  were 
on  my  part  after  the  angry  little  fe- 
male had  drawn  blood  from  my  hand 
by  a  vicious  stab  from  her  sharp  i)i'ak. 
I    must   needs   get    this   vision    of   lier 
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gentle  nature  from  experience  because 
nothing  in  print  that  I  could  find,  gave 
her  away. 

I  notice  that  in  the  current  issue  of 
the  Oologist,  ye  Editor  was  also  forced 
afield  to  learn  of  this  bird.  Well,  at 
last  King  Rail  or  perhaps  I  should 
say  "Mrs.  King  Rail" — is  going  to  get 
exposed. 

Another  surprise  was  the  location 
of  this,  my  first  nest  of  the  King  Rail. 
In  a  small  2  by  4  "pondette" — actually 
15  feet  by  40,  by  the  side  of  the  Wa- 
bash Railroad  tracks,  our  interesting 
pair  of  Rails  reared  their  1909  struc- 
ture. Building  within  35  feet  of  the 
path  of  the  night  Buffalo  Express 
with  its  blinding  electric  head-light 
and  the  almost  hourly  heavy  freights 
with  their  diabolical  deafening  roars, 
quite  convince  me  that  his  Satanic 
Majesty  himself  would  fail  in  the  at- 
tempt at  frightening  this  pair  of  timid 
Rails.  On  May  17th,  I  noticed  a  Rail 
walk  out  from  a  tile  drain  which 
crosses  the  road-way.  As  this  drain 
connected  with  a  small  pond  a  short 
distance  away  and  as  the  date  seemed 
a  little  late  for  an  intending  mover, 
followed  the  plan  of  the  "Thinking 
Machine"  of  the  Sunday  Magazine 
fame.  I  i)ut  2  and  2  together  and  it 
made  4. 

June  1st  I  investigated  and,  al- 
though I  saw  no  birds,  a  tliorough  ex- 
amination of  all  the  clumps  of  swamp- 
grass  finally  revealed  what  appeared 
to  be  a  complete  but  unoccupied  nest. 
It  was  well  hidden  in  a  thick  bunch 
of  tall  grass  growing  on  a  hummock 
in  three  inches  of  water. 

Nine  days  later,  on  June  10th,  I 
was  astonished  to  find  the  female  cov- 
ering 11  eggs.  She  must  have  done 
some  tall  laying  to  deposit  11  eggs  in 
9  days.  Undoubtedly  2  eggs  must 
have  appeared  in  one  day  on  more 
than  one  occasion.  I  found  upon  blow- 
ing the  set,  that  all  but  two  eggs  were 
pretty    well    advanced    in    incubation. 


proving  to  my  satisfaction  that  the 
setting  must  have  begun  upon  laying 
the  first  egg. 

Probably  this  is  necessary  for  pro- 
tection in  such  situations,  exposed  as 
they  are  to  Muskrats,  Snakes  and  oth- 
er enemies. 

The  utter  fearlessness  exhibited  by 
the  female  turned  my  thoughts  at 
once  to  photographs  and  immediately 
I  hot-footed  it  to  town  for  my  trusty 
5  by  7.  Upon  my  re-appearance,  the 
female  slid  off  the  nest  and  ran  out  of 
sight  in  the  tall  grasses.  Recalling 
the  fact  that  this  bird  was  "very  shy" 
my  spirits  fell  and  visions  of  pictures 
faded  away. 

However  I  could  photo  the  nest  and 
eggs  and  after  obtaining  a  good  focus, 
I  attached  a  string,  pulled  the  slide 
and  backed  off  up  the  rail-road  bed 
which  was  elevated  above  the  pond 
probably  15  feet. 

From  where  I  was  seated,  the  white 
eggs  could  be  seen  gleaming  through 
the  grass.  After  a  half  hour  of  patient 
waiting,  the  white  gleam  disappeared 
and  I  knew  the  Rail  had  returned  to 
the  nest.  I  pulled  the  string — heard 
the  click  of  the  shutter  and  felt  re- 
paid for  my  efforts. 

Slipping  cautiously  down  the  string, 
I  approached  the  camera.  Mrs.  Rail 
did  not  move  this  time  and  I  was  al- 
lowed to  turn  the  plateholder  and 
snap  her  again  before  she  emerged 
with  swelling  feathers  and  scolding 
notes  for  all  the  world  like  an  angry 
domestic  Hen. 

As  I  reloaded  the  camera  she  would 
approach  behind  me,  sometimes  with- 
in two  feet  and  turning  quickly  I 
would  find  her  in  an  attitude  which 
seemed  at  the  point  of  attack. 

I  found  it  necessary  to  retrace  my 
steps  15  or  20  feet  before  she  could  be 
induced  to  return  to  her  eggs.  Repeat- 
ing the  performance  time  and  again  I 
succeeded  in  getting  six  views.  The 
male  joined  in  the  scolding  but  would 


THE    OOLOGIST 


211 


PLATE   20.      Nest   and    Eggs   of    King    Hail    near    Philo.    HI. 
—  I'hoto   I'v   Isaac-   K.   Hess.  .Imic    I'l 
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approach  no  nearer  than  30  feet,  where 
I  could  catch  only  occasional  glimpses 
as  he  skulked  through  the  grasses. 
He  was  undoubtedly  "shy." 

On  June  13th,  I  wheeled  to  a  larg- 
er pond  four  miles  south  of  town  and 
found  King  Rails  where  I  had  in  sea- 
sons past,  looked  in  vain.  I  located 
four  more  nests — one  of  which  con- 
tained 9  eggs,  one  10,  and  two  nests 
had  complements  of  12  eggs.  Of  the 
ten  birds  represented  by  the  5  nests 
found,  not  a  single  one  flushed  or  rose 
from  the  ground. 

Indeed  I  never  would  have  seen  a 
Rail  had  I  not  carefully  looked  over 
each  bunch  of  grass  and  parted  each 
one   for   a  close   investigation. 

Because  of  the  difficulty  in  flushing 
the  King  Rail,  explains  why  my  many 
miles  of  weary  tramjnng  availed  me 
nothing. 

And  all  the  time  I  had  but  to  look 
to  find  the  golden  treasurers  at  my 
feet. 

ISAAC  E.   HESS. 


Nesting   of   Himantopus    Mexicanus    in 
Los  Angeles  Co.,  California. 


While  collecting  at  Nigger  Slough, 
June  12th  of  this  year,  with  two 
friends,  we  observed  several  Black- 
necked  Stilts  flying  about.  One  of  my 
companions  had  been  up  to  the  other 
end  of  the  slough  a  few  days  before 
and  had  found  a  great  number  of 
these  waders  there.  So  we  started  for 
the  upper  end  with  the  intention  of 
collecting  a  few  sets  of  Stilt's  eggs 
if  possible.  The  birds  were  there  in 
great  numbers,  and  apparently  breed- 
ing, but  the  results  of  a  two  hours' 
search  were  a  few  eggshells,  two  eggs 
found  at  different  places  on  the  bare 
mud,  and  a  few  young.  We  gave  up 
in  disgust,  and  started  for  home,  but 
while  crossing  a  shallow  arm  cf  the 
slough,  dotted  with  clumps  of  marsh 
grass,    I    turned    and    saw    four    Stilt's 


eggs  on  their  flat,  disc-shaped  nest  of 
sticks,  placed  on  a  clump  of  marsh- 
grass.  They  were  far-advanced  in  in- 
cubation, so  I  guess  we  were  too  late 
for   eggs  of  this  species. 

This  was  the  only  set  of  Black- 
necked  Stilts  that  we  found,  but  we 
got  sets  of  the  Tule  Wren,  Killdeer, 
American  Coot,  Pied-billed  Grebe, 
Western  Yellow-throat,  and  found  a 
nest  and  flve  eggs  of  the  Californian 
Clapper  Rail.  This  is  unusual,  as  this 
species  rarely  breeds  in  fresh-water 
marshes. 

D.  I.   SHEPARDSOX. 


Glossy   Ibisc   in   Wyoming. 

While  duck  shooting  in  Odin  Bay  on 
Lake  Pend  Oreille,  Wyoming,  a  few 
weeks  since,  my  friend  Dr.  Patterson 
shot  what  was  to  me  a  very  puzzling 
bird.  When  he  brought  it  to  me  and 
asked  me  to  classify  it  I  unhesitating- 
ly pronounced  it  a  Long  Billed  Curlew 
(Xumenius  longircstris),  but  when  I 
examined  it  closer  I  found  that  I  was 
in  error.  We  brought  the  bird  in  and 
I  made  a  careful  comparison  of  it  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a 
White  faced  Glossy  Ibisc  (Plegadis 
guarauna).  The  next  day  I  returned 
to  the  bay  and  saw  a  flock  of  eight  of 
which  I  killed  two.  They  were  mount- 
ed by  a  local  taxidermist  and  are  on 
exhibition  here. 

If  I  am  correct  in  my  diagnosis  it 
is  the  first  time  those  birds  have  ever 
been  known  to  penetrate  thus  far 
north.  Can  you  shed  any  light  on  the 
subject?  Perhaps  if  you  will  give 
this  space  in  the  Oologist  some  of  the 
family  may  be  able  to  tell  us  some- 
thing. 

Yours  very  truly, 

CHAS.   S.   MOODY. 


In   California. 

As  this  issue  of  THE  OOLOGIST  is 
mailed.  Ye  Editor  hies  himself  to  the 
sunnv  clime  of  Southern  California  to 
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participate  in  an  annual  family  reun- 
ion which  is  a  thing  established  for 
many  years  past.  From  December 
23(1  to  January  Sd  I  can  be  found  at 
the  Virginia  Hotel,  Long  Beach.  Cali- 
fornia, at  which  place  I  would  be 
pleased  to  meet  all  Californians  inter- 
ested in  our  publication  personally,  or 
hear  from  them  at  their  leisure. 

R.  M.  BARNES. 


Nesting   of   Florida   Wren. 


During  the  season  of  1909  the  writ- 
er made  a  special  studv  of.  the  habits 
of  this  sociable  wren,  Thryothorus  Uul- 
ovicianus  miamensis. 

Sixty  nests  in  all  were  observed 
during  the  year  and  some  very  inter- 
esting facts  were  brought  to  light. 

This  wren  is  a  resident  with  us  here 
in  Florida  and  is  on  hand  every  morn- 
ing rolling  out  his  rich  full  song  be- 
fore most  mortals  are  ready  to  get 
up.  There  was  a  peach  tree  within 
three  feet  of  my  bedroom  window  and 
this  was  the  favorite  place  for  the 
morning  concert  of  one  very  sociable 
little  fellow.  It  hardly  seems  possible 
that  so  much  sound  can  come  from 
such  a  small  bird  and  when  they  are 
breeding  they  seem  to  be  singing  con- 
tinually all  day,  but  the  pair  are  very 
seldom  together  when  singing,  one 
will  be  off  a  few  hundred  feet  and 
.they  will  sing  to  each  other,  the  male 
with  the  strongest  song  and  the  fe- 
male will  answer  as  soon  as  he  is 
through  and  makes  one  think  of  an 
echo.  About  March  l.">  I  noticed  that 
this  particular  pair  were  looking  for 
a  nesting  site,  they  were  in  the  house 
the  greater  part  of  the  time,  peering 
in  closets,  ard  back  of  jars  on  the 
shelves,  and  all  the  time  they  would 
keep  up  the  most  cheerful  twittering 
to  themselves.  They  seem  to  be  as 
n«uoh  at  ease  when  standing  with  their 
heads  down  as  any  other  way  and  re- 
minds one  of  the  Chicadee  in  this  re- 


spect. 1  was  very  busy  at  this  time 
and  (ii<l  not  succeed  in  finding  the 
nest  of  this  pair  until  they  had  laid 
three  eggs,  so  waited  until  they  fin- 
ished the  set  of  five  which  I  colected 
on  the  27th  of  March.  This  nest  was 
built  under  the  kitchen  on  top  of  one 
of  the  piers  and  was  a  typical  nest  so 
will  describe  it.  The  outside  was 
made  of  coarse  grass  and  weed  stems 
and  some  finer  twigs,  next  came  a  lay- 
er of  finer  grass  and  some  string, 
fine  pieces  of  cloth  and  some  cotton 
batting,  this  was  followed  by  a  lin- 
ing of  horsehair  and  dry  snaix  skin, 
in  this  respect,  like  the  Crested  Fly- 
catcher. Ninety  per  cent,  of  the 
wrens  nest  examined  by  me  this  year 
had  this  dry  snaix  skin  in  the  lining. 
The  nest  was  built  in  the  corner  next 
the  sill  and  the  opening  was  at  an 
angle  of  about  45  degrees.  In  fact, 
practically  all  nests  of  this  species 
are  built  at  this  angle. 

On  the  30th  after  collecting  this  set 
I  noticed  that  this  pair  were  spending 
a  great  deal  cf  their  time  in  my  hen 
house  and  uj)on  investigation  I  found 
no  suitable  corner  for  them,  so  put 
np  an  empty  peach  can  and  in  looking 
in  there  on  the  second  day  following, 
for.nd  that  they  had  completed  their 
nest  in  this  can.  I  watched  this 
daily  now  and  found  that  the  first  egg 
was  laid  on  April  6  and  laid  about  10 
a.  m.  and  an  egg  was  deposited  daily 
from  this  on  until  the  set  of  5  were 
laid.  The  female  began  setting  im- 
mediately after  finishing  the  laying 
and  set  exactly  fourteen  days  before 
hatching.  During  the  tin)e  of  incuba- 
tion the  male  was  very  attentive,  sing- 
ing for  hours  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  nest,  he  would  sometime  relieve 
his  mate  at  the  setting  job,  more  espe- 
cially after  the  10th  day.  On  one  oc- 
casion I  notfced  him  feed  his  mate 
while  she  was  on  the  nest.  The  fe- 
male became  very  tame  and  often  al- 
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lowed  me  to  put  my  finger  on  her 
while  sitting  on  the  nest,  but  the  male 
never  allowed  such  liberties. 

When  the  young  were  eight  days 
old  and  were  becoming  feathered  out 
nicely,  a  rat  found  the  happy  home 
and  destroyed  them.  This  happened 
on  May  3  and  on  May  5th  I  noticed 
the  male  was  beginning  to  build  again 
in  another  can  that  I  had  put  up  in 
the  porch  on  top  the  plate.  In  this 
nest  the  male  did  nearly  all  the  build- 
ing and  was  five  days  doing  the  job. 
Singing  all  the  time,  he  did  not  seem 
to  worry  about  the  loss  of  his  family, 
the  female  was  different,  however,  and 
sang  very  little.  Ten  days  after  this 
nest  was  finished  I  found  the  first  egg 
laid  and  when  three  were  laid,  another 
rat  cr  mcu'^e  destroyed  them.  This 
pair  then  immediately  started  a  nest 
in  a  length  of  old  stove  pipe  that  I 
had  nailed  in  a  horizontal  position  in 
a  tree  in  front  of  the  house  and  about 
ten  yards  awav.  They  completed  this 
nest  in  two  days  and  laid  one  egg,  the 
next  day  I  noticed  that  this  nest  had 
been  torn  out  and  the  egg  destroyed, 
probably  the  work  of  a  pair  of  festive 
jays.  After  all  these  set  backs  this 
pair  wert  further  out  in  the  woods 
and  succeeded  in  raising  a  brood  after 
all.  I  found  their  nest  when  they 
had  four  eggs  in  and  that  was  the 
number  she  raised.  The  female  did 
not  come  up  to  the  house  much  after 
she  moved  to  the  woods,  but  the  male 
was  on  his  job  every  morning  early  at 
the  peach  tie?  and  many  times  during 
the  day  wrvld  crme  in  the  house  look- 
ing for  spiders. 

On  my  farm  there  were  about  six 
difierert  priis  ct  these  little  songsters, 
but  each  ]  air  seemed  to  keep  to  its 
own  range  and  there  was  very  little 
quarreling  among  them.  One  pair 
built  in  my  packing  house  and  built 
the  nest  in  a  day.  By  the  watch  this 
pair  made  14  trii)s  with  building  ma- 
terial in  10  minutes.  They  had  a  short 


fly  though,  as  the  floor  was  strewn 
with  wisps  of  hay.  This  nest  was  built 
in  a  box  nailed  to  the  wall  and  was 
used  for  keeping  stencils  in  and  was 
a  large  affair  and  this  nest  was  the 
largest  of  all  I  noted  during  the  year, 
but  also  it  was  the  most  loosely  con- 
structed and  was  made  almost  entire- 
ly of  hay  with  the  exception  of  the 
lining.  Upon  completing  this  nest  the 
pair  disappeared  for  over  a  week, 
when  one  day  I  noticed  a  new  nest  be- 
ing made  in  the  engine  room  in  a  box 
on  the  wall  and  have  no  doubt  that 
this  was  the  same  pair.  A  rat  de- 
stroyed this  set  after  it  had  been  set 
on  for  seven  days.  About  two  weeks 
later  I  happened  to  go  to  the  nest  in 
the  packing  house  and  found  an  egg 
Ihat  was  identical  with  the  set  in  the 
engine  room,  so,  no  doubt,  it  was  the 
same  pair.  This  set  was  also  destrcy- 
ed  by  rats,  after  five  eggs  had  been 
laid. 

In  thirty-two  sets  that  were  allowed 
to  hatch,  the  incubation  laste<l  for 
fourteen  days  and  the  young,  in  every 
case,  left  the  nest  in  fourteen  days. 
The  male  always  helped  in  the  matter 
of  feeding  and  after  the  young  left 
the  nest,  the  female  generally  let  him 
do  most  of  the  work  of  feedirg  and 
instructing   the   young  to   fly. 

A  friend  in  town  had  a  pair  to  build 
in  a  hanging  basket  of  flowers  just 
outside  the  front  door,  and  they  would 
help  the  old  birds  in  the  matter  of 
feeding  by  getting  the  mud  houses  of 
the  mud  daubers,  and  break  them 
open  and  lay  them  on  the  ground.  The 
old  wren  would  take  out  the  ycung 
grubs  and  feed  them  to  the  young  and 
would  herself  eat  the  spiders  that 
were  confined  in  these  mud  houses. 

When  the  young  were  nearly  full 
fledged,  however,  taey  would  feed 
them  som.e  of  the  spiders. 

The  last  nest  I  noticed  was  in  my 
house  and  on  August  10th,  held  a 
set  of  five  that  had  been  set  on  for  a 
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week.  I  moved  to  Jacksonville  the 
11th,  and  cannot  say  how  this  pair 
made  out  with  raising  the  brood. 

This  wren  is  a  versatile  nest  build- 
er and  can  be  found  in  almost  every 
location  from  cans  to  cavities  in  a 
bank  along  side  a  road.  In  holes  in 
posts,  old  hats  hanging  up  in  an  out 
house,  in  dwellings  in  corners  on 
shelves,  etc.  etc.  Almost  every  desert- 
ed old  house  in  the  country  has  its 
wren  nest  and  were  it  not  for  the  rats, 
there  would  be  no  telling  how  many 
wrens  we  would  have,  as  it  is,  how- 
ever, the  increase  is  not  noticeable. 

To  me  the  Florida  Wren  is  the  fin- 
est singer  we  have  and  while  the 
much  famed  Mockingbird  is  a  good 
one,  he  is  only  an  amateur  compared 
to  some  wrens  I  have  known  here. 
The  wrens  song  has  the  fire  and 
vigor  to  it  that  thrills  one  as  the  song 
of  no  ether  bird  does.  While  partial 
to  the  vicinity  of  man,  this  wren  also 
seeks  the  densest  swamps  and  I  have 
found  them  breeding  in  swamps  five 
miles  from  any  habitation.  But  his 
vigorous  song  is  just  the  same  there 
as  when  near  man.  This  bird  is  an  op- 
timist and  I  have  never  seen  the  male 
fail  to  sing,  no  matter  what  his  trou- 
bles are,  and  a  man  is  fortunate,  in- 
deed when  he  can  live  here  where  he 
can  have  a  pair  as  daily  companions 
for  the  year  round. 

O.  K.  BAYXARD. 


$  $  $ 

The  following  clipping  is  now  drift- 
ing through  the  rural  press  in  lllincis: 

"One  of  the  finest  private  collec- 
tions cf  birds'  eggs  belongs  to  A.  E. 
Price  at  Grant  Park.  This  collection 
consists  of  about  10,000  eggs  which 
aie  arranged  in  a  cabinet,  each  named 
and  labeled.  He  has  two  eggs  wor 
and  labeled.  He  has  two  eggs  worth 
$25.  Eggs  of  all  Illinois  birds  are  iii- 
cludod  in  this  collection." 


This  shows  the  value  by  which  the 
average  ijcrscn  n:easures  birds'  eggs. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  cur  friend  Price 
does  .not  measure  the  value  of  his 
collection  in  dollars  at  all.  He  is  to 
high  class  a  scientist  for  that.  It  de- 
bases and  demcralizes  oology  to  com- 
mercialize  it. 

The  value  of  a  specimen  depends 
upon  three  things:  first,  the  absolute 
accuracy  of  identification;  second,  the 
character,  standing  and  rank  of  the 
name  attached  to  the  data  accom- 
panying the  specimen:  and  third,  the 
method  of  preparation. 

The  man  who  simply  measures  the 
value  of  specimens  in  dollars  and 
cents  is  a  poor  oolcgist  indeed.  If 
they  represent  nothing  better  than 
that,  he  should  at  once  donate  them 
to  some  scientific  institution  and  go 
out  of  the  business.  A  collection  of 
eggs  should  represent  years  of  accu- 
mulated knowledge  and  personal  re- 
miniscences connected  with  the  tak- 
ing of  the  specimens,  and  the  value 
should  be  measured  by  the  amount  of 
knowledge  acquired,  and  by  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  reminiscences,  not  by  dol- 
lars and  cents.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
no  bird's  egg  has  any  intrinsic  value 

whatever. 


From  Tasmania. 
'•The  Tasmauian  .Xaturali^^i"  |)ublish- 
ed  in  the  Island  of  Tasmania,  in  the 
South  Seas,  have  on  their  records,  a 
pair  r  f  "Welcome  Swallows"  that  rais- 
ed I  lie  i)e!fect  albino  bird  in  each  cf 
three  successive  Ircods.  Now  if  al- 
bircism  is  a  disease,  then  this  pair 
bad  a  bad  dose,  eh? 


Which  Shrike  Is  It? 

■  !;li(  I. Jill  I  r.rver  considered  the 
ilirike  a  lire  bin!,  yet  I  have  always 
had  quite  an  interest  in  it  on  account 
(f  its  peiuliar  makenj)  and  habits; 
and  it  is  surely  of  value  to  the  farni- 
(  IS    crops    as    it    nuist    destruy    great 
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numbers  of  destructive  beetles,  grass- 
hoppers, field  mice  and  other  pests. 

I  know  of  several  pairs  of  these 
birds  that  nest  about  Auburn,  _N.  Y., 
each  year. 

Early  in  May,  1908,  I  found  a  nest 
in  a  bunch  of  wild  apple  trees  which 
was  the  nicest  I  have  ever  seen,  be- 
ing heavily  lined  with  the  cotton  of 
dried  cat-tails  of  a  rich  buff  color.  It 
contained  three  eggs.  I  visited  the 
nest  again  in  a  week,  and  found  the 
female  sitting  on  six  very  pretty  eggs. 
I  quickly  withdrew  and  watched  for  a 
half-hour  through  my  glasses.  The  fe- 
male returned  to  the  nest  imemdiate- 
ly.  In  a  short  time  the  male  came 
with  food  which  his  mate  accepted 
with  vibrating  wings,  and  making  a 
loud,  rasping,  squeaking  sound.  This 
occurred  twice  while  I  was  watching. 
At  no  time  during  my  visit  was  the 
male  more  than  a  hundred  yards  away 
from  the  nest. 

Now  the  question  in  mind,  is  which 
Shrike  is  this.  I  had  always  supposed 
that  this  central  New  York  State  bird 
was  the  White-rumped,  but  during  a 
short  conversation  with  Mr.  L.  A. 
Fuertes  last  Spring,  he  told  me  that 
this  is  the  Migrant  Shrike,  the  White- 
rumped  being  the  more  Western  spe- 
cies. Are  not  his  statements  authen- 
tic? 

Would    like    to    hear    from    some    of 

the  Oologist  readers. 

L.  D.  LEACH. 


It   is   the   Migrant   Shrike. — ^Editor. 
A    Letter. 

The  following  letter  was  received 
from  an  old  time  subscriber  to  THE 
OOLOGIST,  and  is  too  good  and  too 
true  to  be  hidden  in  a  dust-covered 
file.  Mr.  Ingalls'  name  years  ago  was 
well-known  in  the  bird  world. 
"R.  M.  Barnes:  — 


had  been  a  long  time  since  I  received 
a  copy.  I  had  supposed  it  had  passed 
and  gone.  It  is  the  same  old  familiar 
paper  and  still  it  is  not  the  same. 
What  has  become  of  the  old  boys 
whose  names  used  to  appear  from 
time  to  time.  Search  as  I  may,  I  can 
only  find  two  or  three  left.  I  know 
they  have  not  ceased  to  love  and  study 
the  birds,  but  have  passed  on  to  the 
sterner  realities  of  life.  I  trust  they 
are  better  and  nobler  men  on  account 
of  the  time  and  enjoyment  spent  in 
the  fields  and  woods  among  the  birds. 
'"It  takes  me  back  to  the  happy 
hours  I  spent  with  my  chum  Dan, 
searching  throufe-.  ...•  old  Hyde  Park 
District,  south  of  Chicago;  a  veritable 
paradise  for  birds  in  days  gone  by. 
Where  is  Dan  now?  I  cannot  say, 
working  away  on  books  in  some  office 
I  presume;  also  where  are  the  birds 
that  used  to  occupy  the  old  haunts. 
Only  these  that  knew  the  old  district 
can  realize  the  great  change  which 
the  great  city  has  made.  I  wish  THE 
OOLOGIST  great  success,  for  it  has  a 
niissicn  cf  its  own,  and  I  believe  every 
boy  or  man  who  studies  the  birds  is 
made  better  for  it. 

JOHN  W.  INGALLS" 


Wyoming  Juncos. 


I    was    very    much    surprised    to    re- 
ceive a  copy  of    THE  OOLOGIST'.    It 


Dear  Oologist:  — 

I  send  you  herewith,  two  photos 
with  notes,  that  may  be  of  some  inter- 
est to  your  readers.  The  set  n-4,  is 
that  of  the  Montana  Junco  and  the 
set  n-5,  the  Oregon  Junco — both  pho- 
tos taken  in  situ  by  Dr.  Moody. 

The  most  unusual  thing  connected 
with  these  photographs,  is  that  of  the 
Oregon  Junco  set,  which  contains,  as 
may  be  plainly  seen,  5  eggs.  You  will 
also  notice  that  the  surrounding 
shrubbery  is  that  of  a  pine.  The  fact 
of  an  Orange  Junco  laying  5  eggs  is 
something  very   uncommon;      but     to 
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PLATE  22.     Oregon  Junco's   Nest  and   Eggs. 

— Photo   l)y   (',   S.    Moody.    .Miillaii.    Idnlio. 
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find  a  nest  placed  in  a  shrub,  several 
feet  from  the  ground,  is  truly  rare. 

My  friend  Moody  and  I  were  nest 
hunting  one  sunny  Spring  afternoon 
and  on  our  way  homeward,  for  con- 
venience sake,  walked  along  the  top 
of  a  large  mining  flume.  Our  days  in- 
vestigations were  far  from  satisfac- 
tory to  us  and  we  were  filing  along 
Indian  fashion,  in  no  over-pleasant 
frame  of  mind.  In  close  proximity  to 
the  flume,  so  close  that  one  could 
touch  it,  grew  a  stunted  pine  about  6 
feet  high.  The  top  had  been  broken 
off  by  seme  destructive  pedestrian, 
which  caused  a  "bunchy"  growth  to 
fcrm  where  the  top  should  be.  It 
seemed  to  n^e  an  ideal  place  for  a 
nest  of  some  kind — in  fact,  I  had  a 
presentment  I  would  find  something 
there — and  I  gave  the  clump  a  rap 
with  my  improved  walking  stick.  It 
was  as  I  had  expected.  Mrs.  Oregon 
.lunco  flushed  in  a  rather  hasty  man- 
ner and  a  short  search  revealed  the 
nest,  unusually  well  made.  Incuba- 
tion had  just  begun. 

The  next  day  Dr.  Moody  photo- 
graphed the  set. 

My  only  solution  to  the  problem  of 
this  unusual  nesting  site,  is,  that  on 
account  ct  the  numerous  gophers  and 
chipmunks  v.hich  infested  that  vicin- 
ity, nesting  on  the  ground  was  an  un- 
certain undertaking.  I  have  found 
many  nests  destroyed  by  these  little 
pests  and  it  is  seldom  one  finds  a 
ground  bird  nesting  near  their  colo- 
nies. 

The  other  set  (Montana  Junco),  was 
found  in  the  damp,  swampy  lowlands 
of  a  small  river  bottom,  placed  upon 
the  ground  amongst  the  sprouts  and 
grass,  at  the  base  of  an  Alder.  This, 
to  my  certain  knowledge,  was  the  3d 
set  cf  this  Junco,  as  a  friend  of  mine 
obtained  the  f.rst;  the  second  was  dis- 
covered by  me  and,  leaving  it  for  a 
call  the  next  day,  I  returned  to  the 
spot  only  to  find  evidence  of  a  "meas- 


ly"'  Gopher's  visit.  Result — no  eggs. 
The  third  set  of  this  bird  was  placed 
within  50  yar.ds  of  the  other  two. 

This  species,  the  whole  family  in- 
cluded, are  quarrelsome  in  the  highest 
degree  and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
to  see  a  "scrap"  near  the  nesting  site, 
occasioned  by  the  accidental  intrusion 
of  a  neighbor. 

Both  the  Montana  and  Oregon  nest 
very  early  here  and  also  very  late,  as 
may  be  seen  by  the  fact  that  my  dates 
show  a  set  taken  on  the  29th  of 
IMarch  and  one  on  the  3rd  of  August. 
The  first  set  mentioned  was  placed  on 
an  open  hillside  en  a  bare  spot  about 
S  feet  square,  the  rest  of  the  hill  be- 
ing covered  with  snow.  The  set  found 
August  3rd  was  fresh.  I  also  have  a 
data  cf  one  set  July  18th,  but  these 
were  badly  incubated — too  much  so  to 
save. 

While  this  record  of  the  unusual 
length  of  the  nesting  pei'iod  of  these 
Juncos  does  not  definitely  determine 
it.  still  it  sets  one  to  thinking  that 
there  may  be  more  than  one  brood  a 
season.  I  think  further  investigations 
along  this  line  will  verify  the  suspi- 
cion. 

In  the  Clearwater  section  of  Idaho, 
I  have  seen  a  Spurred  Towhee  raise 
two  broods  in  one  season,  building 
the  new  nest  for  the  second  brood 
within  a  yard  of  the  first.  The  site 
was  within  10  feet  of  a  public  road 
and  practically  in  town.  This  bird 
was  evidently  of  a  sociable  disposi- 
tion, but  she  did  not  owe  the  success- 
ful rearing  of  her  broods  to  the  un- 
usual quality  of  the  boys  in  the  neigh- 
borhood or  the  dislike  for  Towhee 
meat  by  the  cats  in  the  vicinity.  She 
had  placed  the  nest  in  a  large  pile  of 
thcrn  brush,  impenetrable  by  either 
man  or  beast.  The  nesting  song  of 
the  male  drew  me  to  the  spot  and  I 
easily  flushed  the  mother  bird.  A 
long    search — unnecessary  to  say  a  care- 
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PLATE   23.      Montana  Junco's  Nest  and  Egnr — a  near  view. 

—  Plioin   by   C.   S.    Mi)(cly.   Miillan.   M'.ilio. 


220 


THE    OOLOGIST 


ful  one  for  several  reasons — revealed 
the  nest,  placed  on  the  ground  under 
the  densest  part.  From  a  convenient 
peephole  in  the  top  of  the  pile,  I  care- 
fully observed  the  proceedings  of  the 
happy  family  during  the  rest  of  the 
season. 

I  have  no  designs  en  the  member- 
ship of  our  ex-President's  Annanias 
Club  nor  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Na- 
ture Fakir  Procession,  so  it  is  "bet- 
ter" I  stop.  As  Mr.  Roosevelt  prob- 
ably has  not  noticed  the  above  Orni- 
thological items  in  the  form  of  a  per- 
sonal experience,  I  would  immediately 
be  consigned  to  the  aforementioned 
Clubs  were  this  to  come  to  his  notice. 

It  is  "better  to  be  right,  than  Presi- 
dent." Perhaps  (who  knows?)  that 
was  the  real  reason  of  a  third  term 
refusal. 

But  this  is  carrying  Ornithology  in- 
to Politics,  which  I  must  not  do  for 
the  sake  of   Ornithology. 

L.  B.  HOWSLEY. 


Curians. 

I  was  much  interested  in  examin- 
ing a  Chipping  Sparrow  (Spizella  so- 
cialis)  female,  evidently  a  mature 
bird,  but  as  it  was  September  24th 
when  brought  to  me,  I  could  not  de- 
termine whether  it  had  bred  this  sea- 
son or  not.  This  was  at  Solon,  Cort- 
land County,  New  York,  and  a  neigh- 
bor's cat  caught  the  bird  as  it  was 
trying  to  walk.  On  each  claw,  ex- 
cepting the  left  hind  one,  which  was 
in  a  normal  state,  there  were  large 
puffed  u\)  growths,  rather  soft  to  the 
touch,  but  so  deforming  the  claws  that 
the  bird  was  unable  apparently  to 
perch,  or  only  with  difficulty,  and  as 
noted  above  was  quite  unable  to  hop 
about  the  ground  as  this  species  so 
likes  to  do. 

The  skin  though  quite  mutilated  in 
the  conflict  with  the  "Mouser,"  I  now 


have,  and  the  largest  abnormal 
growth  measures  about  one-fourth 
inch  in  length  by  three-sixteenths  in 
diameter,  and  like  the  other  four,  com- 
pletely encircles  the  claw.  But  three 
of  the  nails  at  the  end  of  the  claws 
are  visible. 

What  is  this  disease  called,  and  how 
long  we  wonder,  could  the  bird  have 
cared  for  itself.  I  have  frequently 
seen  birds  less  a  claw,  and  in  one  in- 
stance, a  Red-tailed  Hawk  that  had 
one  foot  destroyed  by  shot,  remained 
an  entire  summer  in  the  same  local- 
ity, where  it  received  the  injury.  I 
have  frequently  observed  other 
wounded  birds,  but  never  before  a 
specimen  afflicted  as  was  this  one; 
not  even  in  domestic  fowls,  where 
malformations,  which  this  possibly 
may  have  been,  are  not  uncommon. 
When  I  refer  this  specimen  to  the 
Linnaen  Society  at  its  next  meeting, 
Dr.  Dwight,  or  others  may  explain 
the  cause  of  the  growth  or  of  the  dis- 
ease if  it  were  that. 

A  double  oriole's  nest  taken  years 
ago  when  a  youth,  also  interests  me; 
one  section  of  it  containing  the  eggs, 
being  larger  and  deeper  than  the 
apartment  joined  to  it,  perhaps  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  male  bird; 
certainly  built  at  about  the  same 
time,  judging  from  the  condition  of 
the  materials;  both  sections  being 
well  woven,  chiefly  of  wrapping  twine 
and  other  string,  and  the  egg  recepta- 
cle lined  with  finer  materials,  as  is 
usual   with  this   species. 

With  well  wishes  for  the  Oologist 
and  to  its  editor  and  readers, 

F    W.   HYDE. 


An    Albino    Bob    White. 

At  the  opening  of  the  game  season 
in  Maryland,  two  white  "Bob-whites" 
were  noticed  in  a  covey  of  that  spe- 
cies    near     St.     Michels.     After  much 
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faithful  and  patient  gunning  on  the 
part  of  the  gunners,  one  sportsman 
was  fortunate  enough  to  secure  one 
of  the  much  desired  birds  on  Novem- 
ber 18,  1909,  which  is  now  being 
mounted  by  a  taxidermist.  The  bird 
was  pure  white  with  a  tew  brown 
feathers  on  the  head,  the  left  wing 
had  a  brown  blotch  upon  it,  which 
covered  about  one-half  of  that  mem- 
ber; also  a  few  brown  feathers  on  the 
right  thigh  and  tail.  The  upper  part 
of  the  bill  was  white  and  lower  half 
black,  feet  pink.  It  was  a  very  beau- 
tiful bird.  The  other  bird  is  said  to 
be  entirely  pure  white. 

EUGENE  KEITHLEY. 


Note?  on  the   Birds  of  California. 

I  was  thinking  that  ])ossibly  a  few 
of  my  notes  on  some  of  our  Califor- 
nia Birds  might  interest  the  readers 
of  THE  OOLOGIST. 

March  S,  1908,  I  found  a  nest  of  the 
Western  Horned  Owl  (Bubo  Virgin- 
ians pallescens),  placed  in  a  tall  syc- 
amore tree  thirty-five  feet  from  the 
ground.  The  nest  extended  through 
a  hole  in  the  tree  four  feet  with  the 
entrance  a  foot  and  a  half  in  diameter. 
The  nest  part  of  it  consisted  of  bones, 
straw,  leaves,  bits  of  hair  scattered 
here  and  there,  and  a  few  feathers. 
This  great  bird  has  nested  here  for 
two  consecutive  seasons.  On  mount- 
ing to  the  nest  I  found  it  to  contain 
three  eggs  of  a  whitish  color. 

April  8,  1908.  1  found  a  Burrowing 
Owl's  (Cunicularia  Hypogaea)  nest, 
placed  snugly  away  down  a  squirrel's 
hole  about  three  feet  down,  running 
under  the  outer  coat  of  the  earth.  It 
contained  five  eggs  of  a  whitish  color. 
The  eggs  measured  (average):  1.24x 
1.03.  The  Burrowing  Owls  are  as  cute 
as  any  one  of  the  owl  family.  They 
will  sit  in  i)airs  at  the  entrance  of 
their  hole  and  talk  in  low,  murmuring 


tones.  While  flying  over  the  meadows 
and  hills  they  are  pleasing  to  the 
sight  of  any  Bird  Naturalist. 

May  11,  1908,  I  collected  a  set  of 
four  eggs  of  the  Cooper  Hawk  (ac- 
cipiter  Cooperi).  They  were  of  a 
light  blue  color,  and  but  faintly  spot- 
ted with  brown.  The  nest  being  plac- 
ed in  a  live  oak  thirty  feet  from  the 
ground.  I  think  it  was  an  old  crow's 
nest.  Three  eggs  averaged  2.06x1.62. 
This  little  falcon  is  the  most  common 
of  our  small  hawks  except  the  De- 
sert Sparrow  Hawk,  that  we  have 
nesting  in  our  country.  He  stirs  up 
an  awful  racket  in  nesting  season. 

February  20,  1008.  I  discovered  the 
nest  of  the  Golden  Eagle  (Acpiila 
chrysaetos),  in  the  San  Gabriel  Moun- 
tains of  California.  This  nest  was 
I)laced  in  a  large  Yellow  Pine  tree  of 
the  mountains,  fifty-eight  feet  about 
from  the  ground.  It  was  made  up  of 
large  sticks,  lined  with  straw,  leaves, 
hair  and  feathers.  Four  feet  deep  and 
five  feet  in  diameter.  On  climbing  to 
the  nest  1  found  it  to  contain  two  eggs 
of  a  whitish  color,  lightly  marked 
with  red.  Early  in  the  morning  they 
take  their  morning  bath  in  the  brook, 
and  are  a  beautiful  bird  to  look  ui)- 
on,  but  rather  a  fierce  one. 

May  20,  1908.  I  flushed  up  a  Val- 
ley partridge  from  her  nest  which  con- 
tained sixteen  eggs.  The  quail,  which 
we  call  it,  is  a  very  common  bird  of 
the    West. 

May  18,  1908  I  secured  a  set  of  four 
Scott  Orioles  (Icterus  Parisorum). 
They  were  of  a  light  blue,  marked 
with  brown  and  gray.  They  measur- 
ed 0.96x0.68  in  size.  A  pouch-sliaped 
nest  woven  of  grasses,  string  and 
Yucca   fibre  hung  under   Yucca  plant. 

Thisis  one  of  California's  favorites. 
Beautiful  of  color  and  grand  in  song. 
The  '  KKs  are  rather  rare  now  at  pres- 
ent, tnr  the  bird  is  becoming  scarce. 

,1    !.■    1.    1908.      I    secured    a    set    of 


222 


THE    OOLOGIST 


two  eggs  of  the  Anna  Humming  Bird 
from  an  oak  tree  twenty  feet  from  the 
ground. 

June  8,  1908.  I  found  a  nest  of  the 
Sonoran  Red-winged  Blacl^  bird  (Agel- 
aius  pholniceus  Sonoransis).  The 
nest  being  placed  in  tules  of  a  lake 
six  feet  from  the  water's  edge.  Row- 
ing out  to  the  tules  I  discovered  a  set 
of  four,  light  bluish  green,  generally 
marbled,  spotted  and  streaked  with 
brown,  black  and  purple.  They  meas- 
ured 1.00x0.68.  A  very  common  bird  of 
the  rivers  and  swamps  of   California. 

This  is  the  latest  I've  colected  this 
season. 

ALFRED   COOKMAN. 


FROM     NEW     ZEALAND. 


The  "Moa." 
Is  an  extinct  New  Zealand  Bird;  only 
the  Skeletons  are  now  found,  and  gen- 
erally in  Limestone  caves.  Only  one 
known  skeleton  has  been  found  with 
feathers.  When  the  skeletons  are  set 
up,  the  head  reaches  the  height  of 
from  nine  to  twelve  feet. 

A  few  of  the  eggs  have  been  found, 
Avhich  are  not  so  large  considering  the 
size  of  the  bird.  The  Maories,  or  na- 
tives of  New  Zealand  have  a  tradition 
that  these  birds  used  to  pick  up  the 
babies  and  run  away  with  them;  and 
they  chased  them  into  the  caves. 
(This   is   doubted). 

The    "Kiwi" 

is  a  wingless  bird  of  New  Zealand. 
Burrows  underground;  only  comes  out 
at  night.  The  eggs  are  large  tax  the 
size  of  the  bird. 

The    "Kea" 

or  Ground  Parrot  is  most  destructive 
to  sheep.  Will  get  on  their  backs  and 
pick  out  the  kidney  fat.  They  live  in 
burrows   or   tree   stumps. 


An    Iowa    Winter   Tragedy. 

January  29,  1909,  there  came  one  of 
the  worst  storms  ever  known  in  this 
section.  Not  the  coldest,  nor  the 
deepest  snow.  It  Avas  more  of  a 
sleety  snow,  with  a  gale  blowing  from 
the  North. 

Many  hcrses  and  cattle  perished,  all 
over  Iowa.  The  sleet  froze  all  over 
them,  their  eyes  were  frozen  shut,  and 
their  nostrils  filled  and  frozen  up  un- 
til they  suffocated.  One  herd  of  thir- 
ty-nine young,  fat  cattle  a  few  miles 
north  of  here  all  died.  But  what  I 
started  to  tell,  was  that  very  few  wild 
winter  birds  escaped.  The  number  of 
Crows  has  greatly  diminished.  Many 
English  Sparrows  were  found  dead  by 
the  telephone  "trouble  men,"  the  next 
day;  though  plenty  of  them  were  in 
well  sheltered  places,  and  lived 
through,  though  in  greatly  diminished 
numbers. 

But  our  saucy,  audacious  Bluejay 
has  not  been  seen;  not  one  so  far  as 
my  observation  goes,  while  the  little 
field  birds,  and  the  Nuthatches  are 
nearly  wiped  out.  I  have  not  seen 
many  Woodpeckers,  where  before 
they  were  plentiful.  Quails  also  are 
all  gone.  I  miss  the  scolding,  mische- 
vious  Bluejay  most  of  all. 

By  the  way,  why  do  they  so  persist- 
ently steal  and  fly  away  with  hickory 
and  walnuts?  They  will  work  from 
early  morning  to  dark,  stealing  nuts 
from  a  shed  where  the  boys  have  put 
them  to  dry;  surely  they  cannot  use 
them  in  anyway.  Is  it  pure  mischief, 
or  is  it  one  of  nature's  x^ays  to  propa- 
gate and  scatter  our  forest  trees?  Do 
they  steal  them  from  the  trees  and 
carry  them  off  a  long  distance  and 
then  drop  them  to  become  seed  for  a 
new  forest? 

I  have  never  seen  just  how  or  where 
they  dispose  of  them,  but  they  will 
come  back  every  few  minutes  all  day 
for   a   nut,   even   in   their   zeal   forget- 
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ting  to   scream  and   scold.     Now   tell 
us  all  about  it,  ye  wise  ones. 

Kindest  wishes  to  the  Oologist  and 
the  Editor. 

F.  S.  SMITH. 


Quail. 

One  of  our  subscribers  reports  a 
flock  of  Partridges  (Quail)  flying  into 
the  town  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  and 
alighting  in  trees  where  a  portion  of 
them  were  killed  by  a  young  lady  with 
a  rifle;  and  adds,  "The  laws  prohib- 
iting the  sale  of  partridges  have  evi- 
dently increased  their  numbers.  I  am 
told  they  are  more  numerous  than  for- 
merly." 

The  common  quail  is  increasing  all 
over  the  West  and  would  increase 
much  more  rapidly  were  it  not  for 
the  incessant  warfare  waged  against 
these  very  beneficial  birds  by  hunters 
and  allaged  sportsmen.  Every  Quail 
is  worth  $.5.00  per  annum  to  the  gen- 
eral public  because  of  its  energy  in 
the  destruction  of  insects.  They 
should  be  taken  from  the  game  list  en- 
tirely and  protected   for  good. 


The  Lizard  Cuckoo. 
Saurothera  merlini  dicolor;  1,  21  in.  t. 
12  in.  Above  brown  with  a  tinge  of 
olive;  throat  an<l  breast  grayish;  un- 
der parts  pale  chestnut;  primaries  ru- 
fous tiiiped  with  olive;  outer  tail 
feathers  tipped  with  white  "with  a 
subterminal  bar  of  black";  bare  skin 
around   eye,  and  iris  bright  red. 

This  Cuckoo,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Ani,  is  the  commonest  rei)resenta- 
tive  of  the  family  C'uculidae  which  we 
have  here.  Although  quite  common, 
it  has  a  way  of  getting  about  without 
being  so  often  seen  as  it  is  heard. 

Unlike  our  Cuckoos  of  the  North, 
it  i)refers  the  unrlergrowth  and  low 
trees,  to  treetops.     Its  favorite  resorts 


are  along  the  rivers,  although  it  is 
found  everywhere  that  there  is  suflfi- 
cient  undergrowth.  When  climbing, 
it  runs  up  the  tree  spirally  around  the 
trunk  by  means  of  the  small  branches. 
From  its  quick  movements,  color,  and 
long  tail,  one's  first  impression  is 
that  he  is  in  the  North,  and  there  is 
fine  fox  squirrel.  It  feeds  on  the 
Strini)ed  Lizards  and  Chameleons. 
Its  notes  are  nuich  more  varied  than 
those  of  the  other  Cuckoos;  some  of 
them  are  the  familiar  ones  and  oth- 
ers (the  most  often  heard)  are  like  a 
bird  in  distress,  such  as  being  slow- 
ly strangled  to  death  by  a  snake. 

A.  C.  READ. 


I?le  of   Pines  Trogon. 

Priotelns  tinmrus  viscus,  1.  9  in., 
4.(5  in.  t.  (>  in.  Crown,  black  with  pur- 
ple reflections  gradually  shading  to 
bright  green  on  the  back;  tail  green 
shading  to  purple  on  tip;  three  outer 
tail  feathers  tipped  and  barred  with 
white;  more  or  less  white  on  primar- 
ies; under  parts  grayish;  lower  bel- 
ly, under  tail  coverts  and  iris  vermil- 
ion; upper  mandible  with  several 
notches;  stiff  hair-like  feathers  at 
base  of  bill;  toes,  four;  two  in  front 
and    two  behind. 

The  Trogon.  one  of  our  most  bril- 
liant birds,  is  a  lover  of  the  thick  .jun- 
gles ami  may  often  be  seen  sitting  on 
a  l)raiuh  where  a  ray  of  sunlight  falls 
upon  its  iridescent  back.  I  have  of- 
ten seen  it  feeding  flycatcher  fashion 
and  return  to  the  same  i)erch  after 
some  successful  flight  after  an  insect. 
It  seems  more  plentiful  during  the 
rainy  season  than  during  liie  winter, 
alrliough  a  tramp  through  the  .jungle 
at  almost  any  time  rarely  fails  to  pro- 
diKc  at  least  one  or  two  individual.'*. 
From  the  natives  I  learn  that  it  nests 
in  hollow  l)ranches,  trees,  etc..  but  I 
have  been  unable  to  find  any  msts 
yet. 

A.   C.    RE.M). 
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Additions. 

I   wish  to  add  the  following  to  my 
list  of  Isle  of  Pine  Birds: 

West  Indian   Killdeer. 

Yellow  Palm  Warbler   (1  individual 
seen  after  a  heavy  storm.) 

Marsh   Hawk    (Seen   on   several   oc- 
casions.) 

Black-throated    Green    Warbler    (2). 

Wilson's   Snipe. 

Pigeon,   Columba  inornata. 

Myrtle   Warbler. 

Tennessee  Warbler. 

Cuban    Crested    Flycatcher. 

A.  C.  READ. 


Strange    Nesting    Sites. 


Sunday,  May  9,  1909,  about  ten 
o'clock  a.  m.,  a  friend  and  I  were  walk- 
ing along  a  road  nine  miles  north  of 
Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania.  We  came 
to  a  school  house  yard,  and  while  we 
stopped  to  rest  a  few  minutes,  I  went 
into  a  small  outhouse  to  look  for 
Wren's  nests,  and  seeing  some  dry 
grass  protruding  from  the  hollow  in 
the  cave,  I  pulled  myself  up  to  look 
down  into  it,  and  to  my  surprise  there 
sat  an  American  Sparrow  Hawk.  I 
put  my  hand  down  and  lifted  her  up. 
After  securely  fastening  her  in  a  cov- 
ered basket,  which  I  carried,  I  return- 
ed to  examined  the  eggs.  There  were 
five  of  them,  far  advanced  in  incu- 
bation. This  must  be  of  rare  occur- 
rence. 

In  June,  1909,  a  man  told  me  that 
he  had  found  a  "Redbird's"  nest  in  an 
old  shed  about  a  half  mile  from  town. 
As  I  passed  this  shed  some  time  later. 
I  happened  to  think  of  what  the  man 
had  told  me,  and  went  in  the  shed  to 
look  for  the  nest,  and  sure  enough  I 
found  it.  It  was  built  in  a  space,  be- 
tween a  large  roll  of  fence  wire,  which 
hung  from  a  nail  on  the  wall,  and  the 
wall  of  hrough  boards.   The  young  had 


left    the   nest   only   a   short   time   pre- 
vious. 

Has  any  reader  of  THE  OOLOGIST 
ever  heard  of  the  Cardinal  nesting  in 
a  building? 

S.   S.  DICKEY. 


Unusual. 

Monday,  April  12th,  1909,  while  I 
was  walking  through  an  orchard  three 
miles  West  of  Waynesburg,  Pensyl- 
vania,  I  passed  by  a  good  sized  ap- 
ple tree,  on  which  were  several  large 
dead  limbs  about  eight  feet  from  the 
ground.  From  one  of  these  dead 
limbs,  flew  a  Mourning  Dove  (Zenai- 
dura  macroura).  I  climbed  up  to  the 
limb  and  there  resting  in  a  hollow, 
close  to  the  trunk  was  the  nest.  It 
contained  two  fresh  eggs  and  to  my 
surprise,  close  to  the  eggs  was  a  dead 
Field  Mouse,  with  its  head  partly  eat- 
en. It  had  likely  been  there  for  a 
day  or  two,  as  its  head,  where  the 
blood  had  flown  out  was  dry. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  Dove  had 
been  eating  the  mouse  or  not,  but 
this  is  surely  a  strange  circumstance. 
S.   S.  DICKEY. 


Additions    to    Our    Cabinets    for    1909. 

We  have  recently  added  to  our  cab- 
inet, a  little  over  three  fifths  of  the 
entire  collection  of  birds  eggs  of  F.  T. 
Corless  ,of  Portland,  Oregon. 

In  January,  1909,  we  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  entire  collection  of 
birds  eggs,  formerly  belonging  to  W. 
Lee  Chambers  of  Santa  Monica.  Mr. 
Chambers  is  one  of  Southern  Califor- 
nia's best  known  bird  men;  and  is  at 
present  Secretary  of  the  Cooper  Club 
and  business  manager  of  The  Condor. 
His  collection  contained  an  unusual 
percentage  of  rare  and  choice  speci- 
mens.    Philo   W.   Smith,   whose   name 
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is  well  known  to  all  leading  oologists 
in  North  America  first  started  collect- 
ing birds  eggs  many  years  ago  at 
Smithsburo,  Illinois.  Later  he  remov- 
ed to  Greenville,  where  he  continued 
his  explorations.  Then  he  removed  to 
St.  Louis  and  while  there  added  very 
largely  to  his  collection,  both  by  pur- 
chase, exchange  and  personal  collect- 
ing trips  extending  into  Xorthen  INIin- 
nesota.  Southern  Texas  and  Arizona. 
Of  late  years  Mr.  Smith  has  done  lit- 
tle in  oology  and  is  now  located  at 
Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business. 
His  entire  collection  has  lately  be- 
come the  property  of  the  proprietor  of 
this  magazine.  Mr.  Smith  prided  him- 
self while  gathering  this  colection  to- 
gether on  the  careful  preparation  of 
the  specimens. 


Bird   Accidents. 

Mr.  Rockey's  note  in  the  last  Oolo- 
gist  regarding  the  accidental  "hang- 
ing" of  a  Green  Heron,  prompts  me  to 
record  the  somewhat  similar  fate  of 
a  Robin,  which  I  found  a  few  days 
ago  hanging  head  downward  from 
the  branch  of  a  shade  tree  in 
Ithaca.  Its  feet  were  entangled 
in  a  quantity  of  cotton  twine  with 
which  it  had  evidently  begun  the 
construction  of  a  nest  on  the  br;nich 
from  which  it  hung.  The  condition 
of  the  bird  indicated  that  it  probably 
perished   in   the  spring   or  summer. 

Another  similar  case,  in  which  a 
young  House  Wren  figured,  came  to 
my  attention  last  summer.  The  House 
Wrens  had  reared  a  brood  of  nestlings 
in  a  bird  box  and  the  young  had  been 
out  of  the  nest  two  or  three  days;  yet 
one  of  the  parent  birds  occasionally 
returned  to  the  box  with  food.  This 
led  me  to  investigate  and  a  young 
Wren   was  found  a  prisoner  bound  to 


the  nest  by  one  foot  which  was  hope- 
lessly caught  in  the  materials  of  the 
nest.  The  bird  seemed  strong  and 
vigorous,  but  its  struggles  to  free  it- 
self were  in  vain.  Examination  show- 
ed that  the  toes  of  this  foot  were  gone, 
possibly  had  been  amputated  by  the 
bird  as  a  last,  though  fruitless  means 
of  escape.  It  was  carefully  extract- 
ed from  the  nest  and  before  night  had 
joined  its  brothers  on  the  wing. 

A.  D.  Dubois. 


Virgil  W.  Owens. 

We  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
either  meeting  or  knowing  Mr.  Owens 
by  correspondence.  His  work,  how- 
ever, is  well  known  to  us.  In  years 
gone  by,  he  collected  largely  in  South- 
ern California,  Arizona  and  New  Mexi- 
co and  in  our  thirty  years  of  experi- 
ence in  handling  Oological  specimens, 
we  can  truthfully  say  we  have  never 
seen  specimens  from  the  hand  of  any 
collector  which  averages  as  neat  in 
their  preparation  as  those  accompani- 
ed by  the  datas  signed,  Virgil  W.  Ow- 
ens. 

Mr.  Owens  is  certainly  a  small  hole 
crank;  be  it  to  his  ciedit.  We  have 
iiuuiy,  many  hawks  eggs  in  our  collec- 
tion prepared  by  Mr.  Owens  blown 
with  a  .\o.  O  drill,  and  smaller  eggs 
with  holes  in  proportion.  In  mark- 
ing his  specimens.  Mr.  Owens  has 
been  ex(piisitely  neat  and  it  is  a  pleas- 
ure to  testify  to  his  careful  painstak-" 
ing  work  along  these  lines.  Without 
doubt,  a  man  with  habits  of  this  char- 
acter in  this  line  of  work  would  be 
ecinally  painstaking  and  conscientious 
in  the  every  day  affairs  of  life. 


Appreciated. 
More  than  thirty-five  percent,  of  the 
nxinix-rs  of  the  Cooi)er  Ornithological 
Cliili   of  ralifornia   are   at     this     time 
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subscribers  to  THE  OOLOGIST;  and 
more  than  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the 
members  of  the  American  Ornitholo- 
gists' Union  now  have  their  names  on 
our  subscription  list.  This  may  give 
our  readers  some  idea  of  the  rank  and 
standing  of  our  readers. 


some  people  that  would  take  the  pen- 
nies from  their  dead  grandmother's 
eyes;    not   many    of   them   however. 


Volume  26. 

With  this  issue  we  close  Volume  26. 

In  January,  1884,  THE  OOLOGIST 
first  saw  the  light  of  day.  From  that 
time  on  it  has  had  a  precarious  exis- 
tence, sometimes  riding  the  foamy 
crest  of  the  wave  of  success  and  other 
times  wading  laboriously  through  the 
slough  of  despond.  We  leave  it  to 
our  readers  whether  or  not  since  the 
first  issue  of  the  magazine  under  our 
management,  in  April  last,  it  has  im- 
proved cr  retrograded. 

There  are  not  many  bird  publica- 
tions that  have  lived  for  twenty-six 
years.  The  mere  fact  that  THE 
OOLOGIST  has  survived  that  long  Is 
of  itself  evidence  that  there  is  a  field 
for  it,  and  that  with  proper  support 
it  will  remain  a  recognized  medium 
for  the  interchange  of  specimens  and 
ideas  appurtaining  to  oology,  ornith- 
ology, and  taxidermy.  And  we  be- 
speak cf  our  readers,  such  support. 


Mean  ! 
William  Hartley  of  Pierre,  South 
Dakota,  Robert  W.  Glenn  of  Worces- 
ter, Ohio,  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Newton  of 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota,  belong  to 
the  class  of  little  people  who  will  reg- 
ularly take  cur  journal  from  the  post 
office  for  a  long  period  of  time  and 
then  all  at  once  refuse  it,  and  de- 
cline to  i)ay  for  it  because  of  the 
fact  that  the  subscription  price  is  so 
cheap  that  they  know  it  will  not  pay 
us  to  take  legal  steps  to  collect  that 
which    is    justly    due    us.     There    are 


The  New  Year. 
THE  OOLOGIST  for  1910  will  be 
bigger,  brighter,  newsier  and  better 
than  ever,  and  begins  its  27th  year 
.Janupary  1,  1910.  It  has  a  larger  cir- 
culation than  all  other  Bird  Journals 
in  America  combined,  excepting  only 
Bird  Lore  !  Why  ?  Because  we  de- 
liver the  goods.  Better  get  on  the  list 
now.     50  cents  per  annum. 

Address  THE  OOLOGIST. 
Albion,  N.  Y.  or  Lacon,  111. 


Fair   Warning. 

With  this  issue,  we  drop  from  our 
subscription  list,  all  subscribers  whose 
number  is  below  257.  We  cannot  and 
will  not  mail  the  magazine  to  people 
who  will  take  it  and  then  not  pay  for 
it.  Better  look  at  the  number  on  your 
wrapper  and  renew  at  once. 

R.  M.  BARNES. 


The  Towhee  in  Kansas. 

The  Towhee  is  a  common  resident 
in  eastern  Kansas  although  seldom 
seen.  It  was  in  the  National  Military 
Home  that  I  first  made  my  acquain- 
tance with  the  shy  little  birds. 

One  rainy  morning,  as  I  was  going 
through  the  woods,  I  noticed  a  Tow- 
hee hopping  about  in  the  underbrush, 
and  stopped  tQ  watch  it.  I  had  been 
there  but  a  short  time  when  I  saw  the 
female  a  little  way  off  and  naturally 
transferred  my  attention  immediate- 
ly. Being  the  first  time  I  had  ever 
seen  any  Towhees.  I  was  quite  an  in- 
terested watcher.  The  little  lady  did 
not  pay  any  attention  to  me.  for  1 
kept  in  the  background  as  I  was  anx- 
ious to  learn  more  about  them. 
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After  about  two  hours  watching, 
she  finally  disappeared  in  a  bunch  of 
grass  so  I  started  out  to  investigate. 
Upon  nearing  the  place,  she  fluttered 
out  and  to  my  delight  disclosed  her 
neat  little  nest. 

The  nest  was  made  of  fine  grasses 
and  rootlets,  placed  in  a  depression 
under  a  large  plant.  It  was  only  about 
three  feet  from  a  small  spring,  on  a 
little  hill.  The  eggs  were  four  in 
number,  but  there  was  also  a  Cow- 
bird's  egg  in  the   nest. 

URI  B.   WORCESTER. 


To  The  Farmers. 

The  Audubon  Society  truthfully 
says  in  a  recently  issued  leaflet  "If 
the  bird  laws  are  to  be  improved,  it 
can  only  be  done  through  the  power- 
ful influence  of  the  grangers,  who  are 
more  deeply  interested  than  any  class 
of  citizens.  Every  bird  that  is  waste- 
fully  destroyed,  means  a  loss  of  mon- 
ey to  the  argriculturist  of  New  York. 

The  millinery  trade  does  not  wish 
the  bird  laws  changed., It  fights  every 
attempt  to  improve  them.  Have  you 
ever  contrasted  the  relative  size  of 
the  two  interests — millinery  and  agri- 
culture ?  If  not,  carefully  examine 
the  following  figures  taken  from  the 
last  United  States  Census  report. 

Capital  invested  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  millinery  business  in  the 
State    of    Xew    York $11 ,800,903 

Capital  invested  in  argriculture  in 
.\ew    York   State: 

Land O.-jl. 174, 220.00 

Farm    buildings 337.000,000.00 

Total 888,174,220.00 

There  are  226,720  farms  in  the  state 
almost  a  quarter  cf  a  million  farmers 
and  their  families  depend  on  the  pro- 
ducts of  these  farms.  There  are  22,- 
r)48,l09  acres  in  these  farms.  Every 
acre    harbors    swarms   of   insects    and 


rodent  pests  that  destroy  crops,  en- 
tailing an   enormous   loss   annually. 

Birds  are  the  means  supplied  by  the 
Creator  that  keep  in  check  insect  and 
rodent  pests.  Farmers,  are  you  wil- 
ling to  have  yolir  best  friends  destroy- 
ed ?  In  1900  you  spent  $27,102,130  for 
labor;  the  birds  work  for  you  without 
pay.  Can  you  do  less  for  them  than 
to  see  that  they  have  the  fullest  legal 
protection  ?"' 

All  of  which  We  fully  endorse  and 
are  decidedly  sorry  to  see  the  back- 
ward step  taken  by  the  present  Fed- 
eral administration  through  Collector 
Leob  of  the  port  of  Xew  York  in  ord- 
ering the  vast  number  of  aigrettes  re- 
cently seized  in  a  Xew  York  Custom 
House  to  be  sold  and  thereby  get  into 
the  channels  of  commerce  instead  of 
being  destroyed  as  they  should  have 
been. 


Our  fiiend  Prof.  H.  E.  Hall  of  the 
Mansfield,  Ohio  High  school  is  asso- 
ciated with  Prof.  S.  S.  Hine  of  the 
Ohio  State  University  in  the  publica- 
tion of  a  new  work  entitled,  "The 
Mamnials  of  Ohio."  Without  doubt  it 
will  be  up  to  standard,  coming  from 
the  han<ls  of  two  such  scientists  as 
Professors  Hall  and  Hine. 


SAMPLE  COPIES. 
With  this  issue  we  are  mailing  a 
large  number  cf  sample  copies,  and 
esi)ecially  request  our  subscribers  that 
if  they  receive  more  than  one  copy 
of  THE  OOLOGIST  to  give  or  send 
the  duplicate  to  some  person  interest- 
ed in  birds,  nests  or  eggs.  By  so  do- 
ing, they  will  confer  a  favor  on  the 
present  juanagement,  and  also  add  to 
the  suI)srri|ition  list,  and  thereby  help 
buiM  up  the  magazine. 


Send    in    your    subscription    for    the 
Oologist  for  1910. — Do  it  now. 
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For   Sale   at    Reduced    Prices: 


Moose,  Elk,  Caribou  and  Deer  horns 
and  scalps;  also  extra  scalps  and  sets 
of  choice  Antlers.  Skins  for  rug  mak- 
ing, polished  Buffalo  horns,  Elk  tusks. 
All  guaranteed  goods;  duty  free;  re- 
turnable if  not  satisfactory  to  pur- 
chaser. 

References:  Leading  American 
Sporting  Journals. 

Also  a  few  fine  mounted  Moose,  Elk 
and  Deer  heads.  I  can  supply  any 
wish  in  my  line. 

Edwin  Dixon,  Dealer  in  Game  heads. 
Main  Street, 
Unionville,   Ontario. 

New  issue  of  THE  BULLETIN 

contains  many  bargains  in  Ornitho- 
logical Books.  Sample  copy  post  free 
for  2  cent  stamp. 

THE     BULLETIN, 
4  Duke  St., 

Adelphi,  London,  England. 

BOOKS  and  MAGAZINES 

Especially  pertaining  to  Ornithology  and 
nature  study. 

Oologist  and  Taxidermists  Tools 

Write  me  just  what  you  want.  I  can  save 
you  money. 

BENJAMIN     HOAG, 

Stephentown,  New  York. 

Ornithology. 

Oology — Specimens  and  Books.  See 
"The  Bulletin,"  post  free  for  3  cent 
stamp. 

The  Bulletin  4  Duke  St. 

Adelphi,    London,    England. 

HELP  BOOST 

Send  in  not  only  your  own  renewal 
subscription,  but  one  for  a  friend— it 
will  help  some. 


McCALL   PATTERNS 

Celebmted  for  style,  perfect  fit,  simplicity  nnd 
reliability  nearly  40  years.  Sold  in  nearly 
every  city  and  town  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  or  by  mail  direct.  More  sold  tlian 
any   other    make.      Send    for    free    catalogue. 

McCALL'S   MAGAZINE 

More  subscribers  than  any  other  fashion 
magazine — million  a  month.  Invaluable.  Lat- 
est styles,  patterns,  dressmaking,  millincrj', 
plain  sewing,  fancy  needlework,  hairdressing, 
etiquette,  good  stories,  etc.  Only  50  cents  a 
year  (worth  double),  including  a  free  pattern. 
Subscribe    today,   or    send    for   sample    copy. 

WONDERFUL    INDUCEMENTS 

to  Agents.  Postal  brings  premium  catalogue 
and  new  cash  prize  oflei  s.     Address 

THE  McCALL  CO..  223  to  248  W.  37th  St..  NEW  YORK 


BACK  NUMBERS 

OF  THE  OOLOGIST  WANTED 

Vol.  1,  No.  1. 

"  2,     "    2. 

"  3,     "    4. 

"  4,     "    1,3,4. 

"  5,     "    5,6. 

"     e,    "  4. 

"       7,  "  3. 

"       8,  "  4,  5,  8. 

"  10,  "  2,3,4. 

"  11,  "  2. 

"  12,  "  1,3. 

"  13  "5 

"  14',  "  1',  3,  5,  9,  10,  11,  12. 

"  15,  "  1,5,7,12. 

"  16,  "  4,  9. 

"  26,  "  9. 

I  will  buy  a  large  number  of  each  of 
the  above  back  numbers  for  cash  at 
the  rate  they  are  listed  at,  as  being  for 
sale  in  this  number  of  THE  OOLO- 
GIST.        Address, 

R.  M.  BARNES, 

Lacon,  111. 
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"The  Condor" 

A  Magazine  of  Western  Ornithology 

Edited  by  J.  Grinneli. 

Associate  Editors: 

Wm.  L.  Finley,  Robert  B.  Rockwell 

"Official  Organ  of  the  Cooper  Orni- 
thological Club." 

Vol.  XI,  1909 

will  contain  the  usual  interesting 
articles  by  live  active  ornithologists 
and  will  be  illustrated  by  the  high- 
est class  of  half  tones.  You  can- 
not afford  to  miss  a  number. 

Published  bi-monthly  at  Holly- 
wood, California.  Subscription  : 
$1.50  per  year  net  in  advance. 
Single  copies:  30c  each.  Foreign 
subscription.  $1.7^. 

J.  Eugene  Law,  Business  Mgr. 

Hollywood,  California. 

W.  Lee  Chambers,  Asst.  Mgr. 

Santa  Monica,  California. 


World's  Greatest  Collectors'  Paper 

Was  First  Paper  in  U.  S.  to  have  P.  Card  Dept. 
Organ  Most  and  Largest  Card  Clubs 

Send  len  cents  lo  the  undersigned  and  vou  will 
receive  for  three  months  the  oldest,  largest,  and  best 
collectors'  illustrated  monthly  for  all  kinds  of  Hob- 
bies: Natural  History  and  American  Historical  Dis- 
coveries; Coins.  Stamps,  Curios,  Relics,  Photo- 
graphy, Minerals.  Sciences,  Illustrated  Souvenir 
Post  Cards,  Rarities,  and  New  Finds  (or  all  Kinds  of 
Collectors.     Over  15,000  ads.  past  two  years. 

The  'Philatelic  IVest  and  Collection  IVorld. 

Superior,  Nebraska,  i\  S.A. 
Greatest  of  Its  kind  in  the  world.     Fifty  cents  en- 
titles you  to  a  year's  subscription  and  a  free  fifteen- 
word  exchange  notice  in  the  latest  exchange  depart- 
ment extant.     Over  3,600  pages  in  two  years. 

This  Illustrated  100-Page  Monthly 
was  established  in  1893,  and  has  the  largest  circula- 
tion of  any  collectors' monthly  in  the  world,  and  in 
size  has  no  rival.  More  ads.  in  the  WEST  than  in 
all  ether  American  Collector  monthlies  combined. 
The  best-paying  medium  for  advertisers.  Rates 
small,  results  large.  It  will  pay  to  write  us  about  it. 
OUR  MOTTO:  "The  best  and  lots  of  it."  Invest 
ten  cents  judiciouslv  bv  sending  it  to 

L  T.  BRODSTONE,  Publisher, 

Superior,  Nebraska,  U.  S.  A. 
Send  five  cents  for  membership  card  to  American 
Camera  Souvenir  Card  Club  Exchange— over  8,500 
members  in  all  parts  of  the  world— or  fifty  cents  for 
one  year's  membership  to  largest  Souvenir  Post  Card 
Philatelic  Society  or  Collectors'  Union. 

West  Souvenir  Post  Cards,  Free.  36 
for  25  cents,  and  6  months'  trial  sub- 
scription.    Many  colors.     Try  them. 


Bird-Lore  for  Christmas 


A  VOLUME  of  Bird-Lore,  containing  more  than  300  pages  of  text  (equal  tu 
at  least  (JOO   pages  of  the   ordinary  12  mo.),    12  full  page  plates  in  color, 
and  dozens  of  unusual  photographic  illustrations  from  nature. 
If,  therefore,  you  have  a  friend  who  is  interested  in  birds,  or  a  friend  whom 
you    desire  to  interest  in  birds,  what   could    you  l)uy   for  them  with   one  dollar 
which  would  be  of  greater  value  than  a  year's  subscription  to  IJiUD-LoKK  '! 

Tell  us,  then,  to  whom  you  wish  us  to  send  Hikd-Lokk  for  you  during  litlO 
and  we  will  mail  them  a  ("hristmas  Card,  signed  with  your  name  as  donor,  a 
free  copy  of  our  100-page  December  number,  containing  the  lirst  plate  in  the 
series  illustrating 

The  ^parro^m^s  oj^  J^orth  America — In  color, 

and  a  10x12  Sepia  print  of  one  of  the  most  wonderful  bird  photographs  ever 
made.  Order  at  once  and  all  these  will  go  in  time  to  be  received  on  Ciiristma.1 
Day  and  Bikd-Lork  will  follow  throughout  the  year. 

Could  you  make  a  more  valuable  present  more  easily  ? 

$1.00  a  year  for  Christmas 
5  Sub»criptions  for  $4.00 
3   Subscriptions  for   $2.30 


BIRD-LORE, 

HARRISBURG.  PA. 
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A    PLAIN    TALK! 

TO    ADVERTISERS! 

Did   you   know   that   THE  OOLOGIST  reaches  a  thousand  bird 
students  every  month  ? 


Did  you  know  that  it  goes  into  every  state  and  territory  in  the 
United  States,  every  province  in  Canada,  and  nearly  every  country  in 
Europe,  besides  many  other  foreign  countries  ? 


Did  you  know  that  its  circulation  is  to-day  greater  than  that  of  all 
other  Bird  Publications  in  America  combined,  excluding  "Bird  Lore" 
and  that  this  can  be  proved  by  the  subscription  books  ? 


Did    you    know    that    sellers    of    Bird    Books,    manufacturers    of 
photographic    materials    and    cameras,    retailers    of    taxidermical    and 
Oological  Instruments,  and  dealers  in  all  Natural  History  specimens 
mounted   birds,    skins,    eggs,    nests,  etc.   should  take  notice  of  these 
facts  ? 

THE    OOLOGIST, 

THE  OOLOGIST  BifdS     EffffS 

Would  make  a  nice     -  j  ^^^^  f^^.  exchange  for  species 

Cg        .       i  pv  J      desired  by  me  to  complete  series 

nriStrnflS     r resent      of    many    very   common  kinds;  a 

very  large  list  of  duplicates. 
Only  50  cents  a  year.     Send  it  to  a      Send  me  your  exchange  list. 
friend-he  may  be  interested.  R.M.BARNES,    LaCOH,  III. 
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Our  Magazine  Bargains  for  1910.     The  following  are  the 

best  Club  Offers  that  will  be  made  this  season.     Subscriptions  for  One  Full  Year 


The     Ladies"     Home    Journal 
The     Saturday     Evening     Post 
Both   for      


.$3.00 


The  Youth's  Companion 

(Including  all  extra  numbers, 
the  r)2  issues  for  1910.  and  the 
"Venetian"  Calendar  for  1910) 

All  for   $1.75 

Oologist     $.50 

Pictorial   Review    1.00 

Success  Magazine    1.00 

All   Three    $1.70 


Oologist    $  .'>0 

Modern   Priscilla    75 

The  Housekeeper 75 

All   Three    


$1.20 


Oologist    $  .50 

The  Independent    3.00 

Success  Magazine   1.00 

All   Three    


$2.25 


Oologist     $  .50 

Pictorial   Review    1.00 

Home    Needlework    75 

The  Housekeeper 75 

All    Four    


$1.70 


Oologist    

The  Housekeeper  . 

Home    Needlework 

All   Three    .  . 


.$  .50 


.$1.20 


Oologist     $  .50 

Worl.l   To-day    1..50 

Pictorial   Review    1.00 

Success   Magazine    1.00 

All    Four    


$2.70 


Oologist     ■$  .50' 

Metroi)olitan     1.50 

World   To-day    1.50 

All   Three    


$2.50 


Oologist     $  .50 

Home  &   Farm    50 

Poultry  Success 50 

Paris   Modes    50 

(Including  one   pattern,   free) 

All     Four ■  .$1.20 

Oologist     $  .50 

Home  &   Farm    50 

Farm   Poultry    50 

Paris   Modes    50 

(Including  one   pattern,   free) 

All    Four    $1.20 


Oologist     $  .50 

Farmer's   Voice    50 

Home   &   Farm    50 


Paris   Modes    50 

(Including  one   pattern,   free) 

All     Four     $1.20 


Oologist     $  .50 

Farm  journal    (5   years....    1.00 

The   Housekeeper 75 

All   Three    $1.55 


Oologist     

Pictorial   Review 
American    Boy    . 
All   Three 


>  .50 
1.00 
1.00 


.$1.90 


Oologist     

Pictorial   Review 
Ladies'   World   . .  . 
Modern   Priscella 
All     Four 


.    1.00 
.      .50 


.$1.70 


Oologist     

Pearson's    Magazine 

Success   Magazine    . 

All   Three    ... 


,$  .5(1 
.  1.50 
.    1.00 


.$1.90 


Oologist     

Pearson's   Magazine 

American    Boy    .... 

All  Three   ... 


,$  .50 
.  1.50 
,    1.00 


.$1.90 


Oologist     

World  To-day    

Peaison's    Magazine 
All   Three    .  .  • 


5  .50 
1.50 
1.50 


.$2.20 


Oologist     

Success   Magazine 

Pictoiial    Review    . 

American    Boy    .  . . 

All    Four   . . , 


.$ 


1.00 
1.00 
1.00 


.$2.40 


Oologist     

The  Housekeeper 
Mo<lern  Pi-lscilla 
American    Boy    .  . 

All    Four    .  . 

Oologist     

Farmer's  Voice  . 
Home  &  Farm  .  . 
Poultry  Success   . 

All    Four    . 


.$  .50 
.  .75 
.  .75 
.   1.00 


.$1.90 


.$  .50 

.  .50 

.  .50 

.  .50 


.$1.20 


Oologist     

Success  Magazine   

(Or   Pictorial    Review) 
Both     


.$  .50 
.    1.00 


$1.20 


Oolnuist      *    ••'"' 

I'm  If    Remus'    Home 1.00 

M<'tii)politan    1.50 

P;iris    Modes    50 

(In<  hiding  one   pattern,   free) 

All    Four    $2.20 


Address  all  order  to  The  Oologist,  l.acoop,  ill.,  or  Albion,  H.  Y. 
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SUBSCRIBERS 


A  new  management  is  at  the  helm.     New  methods  are 
to  be  employed  in  making  The  Oologist. 

1.  More  and  better  cuts  will  appear. 

2.  A  series  of  colored  plates  different  from  anything  ever 
published  are  in  contemplation. 

3.  The  exchange  columns  willfbe  brought  up  to  standard  if 
you  will  only  send  in  your  notices. 

4.  The  subscription  list  must  be  increased.  Cannot  each 
one  of  you  send  in%t  least  one  new  subscriber  ? 

$.  The  premium  policy  aside  from  the  free  exchange 
notice  will  be  eliminated,  the  magazine  will  be  worth  the 
price. 

THE  OOLOGIST 

Albion,  N.  Y.,       or  Lacon,  Illinois 
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FRANK  H.  LATTIN, 

Albion,  N.  Y. 

Feb,    I,    1909. 
Kind  Friend: 

Altho'  it  has  been  over  five  years  since  1  iiave  issued  a  list  1  still 
have  hundreds  of  dollars  locked  up  in  my  old  line  of  business.  I  need  this 
money  for  other  purposes  and  the  material  in  which  it  is  now  locked  up  I 
know  would  be  appreciated  by  others.  This  material  1  shall  offer  for  sale 
monthly,  during  1909  regardless  of  value.  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  the 
prices  so  low  that  the  bulk  will  be  sold  nearly  as  soon  as  offered.  How- 
ever if  anything  is  left,  30  days  after  issuance  of  list,  make  me  an  offer 
and  you  may  secure  it  at  your  own  price,  for  if  1  can  not  sell  at  my  low 
rates  1  shall  accept  and  sell  at  the  best  price  offered. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  in  particular  to  Capen's  Oology.  I 
have  only  10  copies  left  and  last  winter  1  advised  a  list  of  100  bird-men  of 
my  find  and  sold  them  36  copies.     Quick  if  you  want  a  copy. 

Do  not  overlook  the  fact  that  1  have  a  few  copies  of  Studer's  "The 
Birds  of  North  America"  and  that  I  am  offering  NEW  $40  copies  of  that 
magnificent  work  at  only  $10  per  copy. 

If  a  liberal  reduction  from  my  prices  would  induce  you  to  invest 
$25,  $50,  $100  or  more  in  my  offers  just  try  me  and  note  the  rates  I  will 

Faithfully,   FRANK  H.  LATTIN. 
N.  B.     If  you  want  or  can  use  anything  offered  on  the  following 
pages,  order  quick. 


I  offer  many  rare  and  desirable  ti- 
tles at  prices  way  below  actual  value. 
Of  most  I  have  only  single  sets  or 
co])ies.  All  are  new  or  good  as  new 
unless  otherwise  stated.  Prices  are 
by  mail,  express  or  freight  at  pur- 
chaser's exi)ense — will  ship  cheapest 
way.  Money  returned  at  my  expense 
if  books  wanted  are  sold.  Prices  good 
until  February  1,  1909,  only.  After 
that  date,  write  first.  Remit  in  most 
convenient  way.  Address  jtlainly  and 
in  full 

FRANK     H.    LATTIN, 

Albion,   Orleans  Co..   N.   Y. 

Abbott,    Birds   .About    Us $1   40 

Bailey,  Handbook  of  Birds  of  Western 

United    States 3  30 

Bailey,     W.     L.,     Our       Own     Birds, 

ills,  259p    1  0.5 

*Baird    (Cassin   and    Lawrence).    The 

Birds  of  North  America,  (Pacific  R. 

R.     Survey),     1072     pp.     4to,     fine 

■  -copy     3  10 

Baird,   Brewer   and    Ridgway,    History 

of  North  American  Birds,  The  Land 

Birds,  with  593  cuts,  G4  plates  pages 

bound  in  3  4to  vols.,  cost  $30 

10  50 


Blanchan,  Birds  that  Hunt  and  are 
Hunted,  Life  Histories  of  On<>  Hun- 
dred and  Seventy  Birds  of  Prey, 
(lame  Birds  and  Water-fowls,  360p, 
48  full-page  col.  pi,  true  to  na- 
ture        1   40 

Bird  Neighbors,  An  Introductory  Ac- 
quaintance with  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty  of  our  Common  Birds,  2:!4p, 
52  full-page  col.  pi,  true  to  na- 
ture     1   •<» 

Blaok'l)urn,  Mrs.  Hugh,  Birds  Drawn 
from  .Nature.  Illustrated,  with  45 
tine  folio  iilates.  Folio.  Morocco, 
gilt,    binding    damaged 2  90 

Burroughs.  .lotm.  Wake  Robin.  292p. 
75 

*Bovs  and  Girls'  Bird  Book,  140i).  ills., 
Phil.    '00 35 

Cones,  Birds  of  the  Northwest,  791p, 
covers    worn     2  95 

Davie,  Odds  and   Fnds,  128p 95 

Davie,  .Methods  in  the  Art  of  Taxider- 
my ($10),  now  out  of  print  and  pub- 
lisher's supply  exhausted,  rare  6  35 

D<-K.iv.  Ornithology  of  New  York.  392 
p.  "in  full-page  col.  plated,  con- 
taining :!0S  birds  in  natural  colors, 
Ito;  ttiis  rare  and  magnififfnt  work 
usually  sells  at  from  $15  to  $20  per 
co|)y    12  50 
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Dixon,  Rural  Bird  Life,  ibeing  essays 
on  Ornithology,  with  Instructions 
for  Preserving  Objects  Relating  to 
that  .Science,  374p,  4pl,  45  ills,  $2.50) 
140 

Fisher,  Out-door  Life  in  England,  474 
p 1  65 

Fowler,  Summer  Studies  of  Birds  and 
Books,    288p 65 

Henshaw,   Ornithology  of  Portions  of 

California,      Nevada     and      Oregon. 

(Wheeler    Survey    of    '77    and    '78), 

54p,  maps,  also  300-  pages  of  other 

matter 2  00 

Hudson,  Birds  in  a  Village.  A  delight- 
ful series  of  out-door  Essays. 
Square.     Svo.  232  pp.   ($2.25)..       95 

Ingersoll,  Birds'  Nesting,  a  Hand-book 
of  Instruction  in  Gathering  and  Pre- 
serving  the    Nests     and     Eggs     of 
Birds  for  the  Purpose  of  Study.  110 
p,  15 -fig  ($1.25)    1  10 

Keyser,  News  from  the  Birds,  230p, 
ills 40 

Kingsley,  Popular  Natural  History.  A 
Description  of  Animal  Life  from 
the  Lowest  Forms  up  to  Man,  3 
vols,  728p,  507  ills,  many  pi,  Boston 
'90,  132p,  devoted  to  Ornithology.. 
4  90 

Langille  (J.  H.)  Our  Birds  and  Their 
Haunts.  A  Popular  Treatise  on  the 
Birds  of  Eastern  North  America. 
Svo 2  15 

Martin,  Our  Song  Birds  and  Domes- 
tic Fowls,  384.p,  London  '60'. . .       30 

Maynard,  The  Naturalists'  Guide  in 
Collecting  and  Preserving  Objects 
of  Natural  History,  126p,  lOpl     1   10 

Miller,  The  Second  Book  of  Birds     90 

Nelson,  Vertebrates  of  New  Jersey, 
336p,     (120p    ornithology) 1  25 

Pearson.  Stories  Bird  Life.  236p,  beau- 
tifully  ills 70 

Samuels.  (A.  E.)  Our  Northern  and 
Eastern  Birds:  containing  descrip- 
tions of  the  Birds  of  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  and  British 
Provinces,  together  with  a  History 
of  their  Habits,  Times  of  Arrival 
and  Departure,  their  Distribution, 
Food,   Song,   Time  of  Breeding,  and 

■'     a  Careful  and  Accurate  Description 

of   their   Nests   and    Eggs.     lUustra- 

'  tions  of  Birds  and  Eggs,  new  copy, 

••  scarce 5  30 

Stanley,  Historv  of  Birds,  460p.  160 
ills 70 

Smith,  "Interesting  Sketches"  of 
Birds,  2  vols,  many  cuts,  7O0p.  cu- 
rious and  interesting,  published  100 
years   ago. 2  95 


Shufeldt,  Chapters  on  the  Natural 
Historv  of  the  U.  S.,  130  ,pl  and  ills, 
480p 2  15 

Torrev.  Every-Day  Birds,  12  col.  pi., 
106p 1  20 

Watkins,  Bird  Life.  Pictures  in  Pen 
and  Pencil.  Folio,  144p.  With  28 
full  page  illustrations  by  Giacomel- 
li.  A  magnificent  book,  bound  in 
morocco,  gilt   edge 2  6-5 

Westall,  Early  Life  of  the  Young 
Cuckoo,    4    photo-eng,   26p 30 

Wilson  and  Bonaparte,  American  Or- 
nithology; or.  Natural  History  of 
the  Birds  of  the  U.  S.,  ills,  with  pi. 
drawn  from  nature,  popular  edition, 
3  vols  in  1,  royal  Svo,  S-OOp.  76pl  6  OO 

Wilcox,  Pocket  Guide  to  Common 
Land  Birds  of  New  England,  170p.  . 
70 

Wright  &  Coues,  Citizen  Bird...   1  50 

Wright,   Bird-craft    2  40 

Wood,  Ornithology  of  the  World, 
Americanized  by  Holder;  this  is  the 
Ornithological  Volume  of  Wood's 
"Animate  Creation"  or  "Our  Living 
World,"  640p,  (10x13  in.)  10  full- 
page  oleographs  in  colors,  20  full- 
page  eng.  and  300  ills.,  elegantly 
bound   in  full   morocco 4  80 

Zoological  Notes  and  Anecdotes,  Lon- 
don.   '52,    362p 85 

PAMPHLETS,    EXCERPTS,    ETC. 

Baird.  Birds  of  Utah,  (P.  R.  S.  X.)  4to. 
6p,  7  col.  pi 50 

.   Catalogue  of  North  .American 

Birds,  soiled,  56p,  4to 30 

Barrows.  The  English  Sparrow  in 
North  America,  Especially  Its  Re- 
lations to  Agriculture,  40i5p,  6fig, 
map.  Wash,  '89 55 

Beal,  Some  Common  Birds,  22  cuts.  40 
p 25 

.   Crow    Blackbirds    and     Their 

Food.    16p    20 

Barrows  &  Schwarz,  Common  Crow 
of  U.  S.,  98p 35 

Beeton's  British  Song  Birds.  How  to 
Rear  and  Manage  Them.  140p,  ills. 
30 

Bendire.  Reports  of  Dept.  of  Oology, 
National    Museum,    '86-'92,    7    year, 

14p 25 

do  do  for  4  years,  8p 10 

Burnham,  Our  Canaries  and  Other 
Pet  Birds.  How  to  Mate.  Keep,  Feed 

and  Breed  Them.  108p,  50  ills,  Mass. 
'79.    (50) 30 

Burrows,  et  al.  Bits  of  Bird-Life,  ills, 
64p 35 

Cherrie,  Two  New  Costa  Rican  Fly- 
catchers,   2p 10 
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Cooper  and  Suckley,  Birds  of  North- 
west America  (U.  S.)  (Pac.  R.  R. 
Survey  XII)  loOp,  8  col.  pi.  4to  1  90 

Cope.  A  Wading  Bird  from  the  Ama- 
zon Shales,  4p 15 

Davie,  Nests  and  Eggs  of  N.  A.  Birds, 
Hrd  edi.,  '89,  468p,  13pl 1  15 

Duncan,  Ostrich  Farming  in  America, 
18p,  3  pi.   (A.  R.  88) 25 

Earl,  Pets  of  the  Household,  Their 
Care  in  Health  and  Disease,  l&Op, 
ills,    (50) 20 

Elson,  Birdies,  105  pp.,  ills 15 

Foster,  A  Consideration  of  Some  Orni- 
thological Literature,  with  Extracts 
from  Current  Criticism,  1878,  '83, 
54p.   N.   Y.    -94 55 

,  Biographical  Sketch  and  Pub- 
lished Writings  of  Geo.  N.  Law- 
rence,   124p,   pi 25 

Golden  Pheasant,  '  beautiful  colored 
picture,  true  to  nature,  natural 
scene,  almost  life  size,  on  card- 
board,   19x25    in 45 

Heerman,    Birds   of     California,    (San 

Francisco  to  Ft.   Yuma,  Pac.   R.   R. 

Survey  X)   50p,  7  col.  i)l.  4to  1  45 

,   Birds  of  Texas   (Ft.  Yuma  to 

San   Antonio,   Pac.   R.   R.  X)    12p.  3 
col.    pi.    4to 60 

Henry  Smithsonian  Circular  Relative 
to  Collections  of  Birds  from  Middle 
and  South  America 05 

Henshaw,  Ornithology  of  Nevada, 
Utah,  California,  Colorado,  New 
Mexico  and  .\rizona,  395p,  15  mag, 
col.   pi,   4to 3  75 

Jones,  The  Birds  of  Ohio,  242p,  map. . 
1  (K) 

.Judd,  Four  Common  Birds  of  Farm 
and   Garden,   14p,   4   fig 20 

Howell,  Abstract  of  Proceedings  of 
Linnaean  Society  of  New  York  for 
Year  ending  March,  '92,  8p 25 

Lattin  &  Short,  The  Oologists'  Hand- 
book, 1905,  65i) 25 

.    The    Standard      Catalogue    of 

North    American   Birds'    Eggs,    1896, 
(25)    74p 10 

Lawrence,  A  Few  Birds  of  Guadalupe. 

inica  with  notes  and  observations. 

22p 25 

Leverkuhu,  Fremde  Eier  in  Neste,  214 
P 75 

Linton,  Avian    Entozoa.   32p,   4pl       25 

Louck's  Life  History  and  Distribution 
of  the  Prohonotary  Warbler  in  Ills.. 
15 

Lucas,  Birds  and  Animals  recently  ex- 
tinct or  threatened  with  exiermina' 
tion,  42p,   lOpl,  6fig 60 

,  Explorations  in  N.  F.  and  Lab- 
rador (Jifter  bones  of  Gt.  Auk),  20p, 
map    id 


Merriam.  Rei)ort  of  Ornithologist  and 
Mammalogist  of  U.   S.   for  "88,   imj., 

.  Biological  Survey  of  San  Fran- 

Mammalogisi  of  U.  S.  for  '87.  56p. 
also  contains  Fisher's  Food  of 
Hawks  and  Owls;"  "experiments  in 
Poisoning,"  and  aBiley's  Trip  thro' 
-Minn,    and   Dak 46 

Norris,  Consistency  of  the  A.  O.  U. 
Com.  on   Bird   Protection,  Mp.       35 

Newberry,  Birds  of  Sacramento  Val- 
ley to  Columbia  River,  (Pac.  R.  R. 
Survey  VI)  38p,  2  col.  pi,  4to.  .    1  25 

Palmer,  T.  S.,  Bird  Day  in  Schools, 
<1> 10 

Palmer.  Legislation  for  the  Protection 
of   Birds,  94]) 45 

Ramsey,  Australian  Diurnal  Birds  of 
Prey,    64p 75 

Ridgway,  Directions  foi-  Collecting 
Birds,  2Sp    ;55 

,  Report  of  Dept.  of  Birds,  U.  S. 

National  Museum  lS84-'82,  9  years, 
64ii 40 

Surface.  Birds  .\round  the  Farm — 
Bii(]  Houses  and  Nesting  Sites,  ills, 
12p    25 

,    Our    Native    Birds   and    Mam- 

m;ils  (Penna)  Their  Economic  Val- 
ue,  ills,    180]) 1  Of) 

Silloway.  Summer  Birds  of  Flathead 
Lake,  Montana,  16  plates,  84p.   1  00 

Short,  Birds  of  Western  York,  21  p,  2d 
ed.   '96    10 

Schufeldt,  Taxidermal  Methods  of 
Leyden  Museum,  8p,  6pl 35 

,  Observations  on  the  Classifi- 
cation of  Birds,  16p,  '98 15 

,  Osteology  of     Lanius     ludovi- 

cianus  exeubtiorides.  lOp,  pi..       15 

.  Osteology  of  the  N.  A.  Tetraon- 

idfp,   44p,   8pl 40 

,  Osteology  of  the  Speotyto  cun- 

iculMria  var.  hypogea.  32p.  2pl.       30 

Streets.  Natural  History  of  the  Ha- 
waiian and  Fanning  Island  and 
Lower  California,  I72p,  Wash.,  '72, 
M.  B.  7 1   00 

Woodcock.  Birds  of  Oregon,  llOp  1  00 

PUBLICATIONS. 

Auk,  Vol.  XVI,  '99,  complete $2  00 

Odfi  numbers  as  follows:    '93.  .Ian.; 

'94.  .luly.  Oct.;    '96.  July;    '97.  Jan.; 

'98,  Jan.;    '99.  Jan..  April,  .July;   '00. 

Apr.,    .luly,    Oct.;      '01,     Jan.,      Apr. 

each    50 

"Bird   Lore."  Vols.  I  to  X,  complete.. 

15  00 

^'Wisconsin    Naturalist."      Vol.    I,    '90. 

comi)lete    1   00 
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"Ornithologist  and  Oologist,"  the  good 
old  "O.  &  O."  of  Rockville  and  Nor- 
wich, Conn.;  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  and 
Boston,  Mass.  Lattin  first  subscrib- 
ed when  it  was  pu'blished  as  the 
"Oologist,"  at  Utica,  N.  Y.: 

Vol.  XV,  '90,  complete,  unb.  .   1  OO 

Vol.  XVI,  '91,  complete,  unb  1  O'O 

Vols.  XII,  '87,  to  XVI,  '91—5  years, 

bound  in  four  volumes  with  adv. 

pages  and  covers,  lot 5  OO 

Vol.  XVI,  '91,  bound  text  only. .  .   1  00 

Also  the   following  lot  in    five    Ship- 
man's  patent  hindings: 
Vol.  VI,  No.  1;   Vol.  VII,  1,  2,  4-11; 
Vol.  VIII,  1,  7,  8;   Vol.  IX,  1,  3,  4,  6, 

12;  X  complete;  XI,  1-5,  7-12;  XII,  1-9, 
11,  12;  XIII  complete;  XIV,  1-4,  6- 
12;  XV  complete;  XVI  complete; 
XVII  complete;  XVIII  1,  2,  5-10.  En- 
tire lot  of  125  'Nos.,  only 10  00 

Can  also  furnish  the  following  odd 
numbers.  Write  wants: 
IX,  1,  3,  9;  X,  1  to  7,  12;  XI,  8,  10; 
XII,  3,  4,  5,  6,  9,  11,  12;  XIII,  2  to  8, 
11;  XIV,  8,  9,  12;  XV,  2,  4,  7,  8,  9, 
11,  12;  XVI,  1  to  9,  12;  XVII,  1  to  9; 
XVIII,  1,  2,  7. 

"Natural  .Science  News,"  60  copies, 
(only  66  issued)  of  Vol.  I  and  II,  all 
different 90 

"American  Naturalist" — Each  volume 
contains  3  or  4  leading  articles  and 
25  to  35  shorter  notes  on  ornithol- 
ogy; several  plates;  135  cuts;  SOOpp. 
Allen,  Baird  Cooper,  Coues,  Gill, 
Lawrence  are  among  the  contribu- 
tors: 

Vol.  IV,  1870;  Vol.  V,  1871,  bound,  per 
vol 2  50 

1869 — 11  copies  (lacks  July  issue)  un- 
bound, contains  several  valuable  or- 
thological  papers,  as  J.  A.  Allen's 
"Rarer  Massachusetts  Birds,"  J.  G. 
Cooper's  "Fauna  of  Montana,"  etc., 
etc 2  50 

8  odd  numibers,  Jan,  Dec,  '82;  April, 
'85;  Feb.,  May,  '86;  Jan.,  Dec,  '87; 
and    Jan.,    '94,    lot 1  00 

"Nature",  Vols.  XXXI  to  XXXIV  un- 
'bound,  cost  $12 3  75 

"Popular  Scienee  Monthly,"  Apple- 
ton's,  ahout  150  copies  from  1872 
to  1900,  at  least  12  complete  .vol- 
umes;  entire  lot  only 10  00 

Hardwicke's  "Science  Gossip,"  an  Il- 
lustrated Medium  of  Interchange 
and  Gossip  for  Students  and  Lovers 
of  Nature;  each  year  is  bound  and 
contains  about  30O'p  and  20Ofig,  and 
is  of  much  value  to  all  Students  of 
the  Natural  Sciences.  I  can  furnish 
the  vols,  for  the  following  years: 
'72,  73,  'SI,  '83,  'So,  '86  and  '93,  pub. 
price  per  vol.  $1.50 85 


"The  Observer,"  Out  Door  World.  Vol. 
VI,  1895,  Ornithology,  Entomology, 
Botany,  Conchology,  Biology,  Geol- 
ogy and  Miscroscopy,  384p,  ills, 
bound 60 

"Nature  and  Art,"  a  series  of  inter- 
esting articles  on  Natural  History 
and  various  Works  of  Art.  Illustrat- 
ed with  chromo  and  photo-litho- 
graphs, etc.,  2  vols,  in  -,  Royal  8vo, 
cloth,  gilt,  hinding  loose 1  35 

NATURAL   HISTORY. 

Wood,  Insects  Abroad,  being  a  popu- 
lar account  of  Insects,  their  struc- 
ture, habits  and  transformation,  ill., 
800,    ($2.00)     1  00 

Coleman,  British  Butterflies,  with  col. 
ills,    12mo.,     (1.50) 90 

Tutt,  British  Moths,  ills,  in  col.,,  12 
mo.,     ($1.50) 85 

Wood,  The  Common  Objects  of  the 
Sea-shore,   12    mo 35 

White,  The  Natural  History  of  Sel- 
bourne  with  notes  and  many  ills.,  6 
in  cols.,  8vo.  This  is  the  elegant 
$2.50  presentation  edition  and  is 
less  than  at  one-half  publisher's 
price,  viz 1  10 

Do.,   do.,   do.,  $1.25   edition 45 

Packard.  Monograph  of  the  Geometrid 
Moths  of  the  United  States,  4to, 
607p,   13pl,   600  fig 2  60 

Hartwig,  The  Tropical  World;  aspect 
of  iMan  and  Nature  in  the  Equator- 
ial Regions  of  the  Globe,  8vo,  8  col., 
pi.,  many  ills.,  556p,   ($3.00)...       90 

Figiuer,  Earth  and  Sea,  by  Adams, 
716p,   260  ills,    ($6.00)    2  10 

Proctor,  Essays  on  Astronomy;  A  Ser- 
ies of  Papers  on  Planets  and  Me- 
teors. The  Sun  and  Sun-surround- 
ing Space,  Stars  and  Star  Cloudlets, 
402p   ($3.00)    90 

New  York  Natural  History  Survey: 
I  have  concluded  to  break  a  set  of 
this  rare  and  ela'borate  work  and  of- 
fer at  the  following  very  reasonable 

rates: 

DeKay,  Ornithology  of  New  York,  392 
p,  141  full-page  col.  plated,  contain- 
ing 308  birds  in  natural  colors,  4to; 
this  rare  and  magnificent  work  us- 
ually sells  at  from  $15  to  $20  per 
copy     11  65 

Mammals  of  New     York,     with 

Introduction     to     Natural      History 

■Survey,  4to,  348p,  33pl 1  60 

-Reptiles  and     Fishes     of     New 


York,  2  vols.,  4to,  524p,  102pl.  3  90 
Emmons,    Insects    of   New    York,    4to, 

326p,  47  col.  pi.,  hundreds  of  color- 
'     ed    figures 3  90 
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DeKay,    Mollusca     and      Crustacea   of 

New    York,    4to,    35<5i),    53   col.    pi. 

(411    col.    fig) 2  40 

Torrey,  Flora  of  the  State  of  Xew 
York.  Full  description  of  all  the  indi- 
genous and  naturalized  plants  hith- 
erto discovered  in  the  state;  with 
remarks  on  their     economical     and 

medicinal  properties.  2  vols.,  4to, 
1072p.   160pl 6  40 

Hall,  Palaeontology  of  New  York,  Vol. 
I,  Organic  Remains  of  Lower  Divis- 
ion of  N.  Y.  System.  (Lower  Silur- 
ian)   4to,  361p,  lOOpl,  536  fig..   6  10 

do.,  do..  Vol.  II,  Organic  Re- 
mains   of      Lower      Middle      Division. 

(Middle  Silurian)  4to,  370p,  104pl,  510 
fig 6  10 

do.,  do..  Vol.  Ill,  Fossils  of  Low- 
er Helderberg  Group  and  Oriskany 
Sandstone,  2  vols.,  4to,  531p,  ills., 
120    pi 6  40 

do.,   do.,  Vol.  IV,   Pt.   1.   Fossils 

(Brachipoda)  of  Upper  Helderberg 
Hamilton,  Chemung  and  Portage 
Groups,  424p,  63pl,  over  I'OOO  fig... 
3  00 

Emmons,  Geology  of  Northern  New 
York,  447p.,  17pl.,  (9  col.)  116  ills.. 
1  80 

Hall,  Geology  of  Western  New  York, 
4to,  705p,  col.  map,  54pl 2  40 

Mather,  Geology  of  Eastern  New  York 
and  Long  Island,  4to,  70<Sp,  46  col. 
pi.  and  nips,  35  ills 1  80 

Vanuxem,  Geologv  of  Central  New 
York.  4to,  306p,  80  ills 1  80 

Beck,  Mineralogy  of  New  York  4to, 
560p,  Spl,  33  tables,  533  fig 1  20 

Emmons,  Agriculture  of  New  York; 
comprising  an  account  of  the  clas- 
sification, composition  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  Soils  and  Rocks,  and  the 
Natural  Waters  of  the  Different 
Geological  Formations,  together 
with  a  condensed  view  of  the  cli- 
mate and  the  Agricultural  produc- 
tions of  the  State.  4to.  372p,  22pl, 
and  33  fig 1  10 

Do.,  do.,  do.  This  volume  is  devoted 
mainly  to  the  composition  of  the  in- 
organic parts  of  vegetables  ,4to,  394 
p.  42  col.  pi 90 

Do.,  do..  Fruits  of  the  State,  4to,  2 
vols.,   340p,   100   col.   pi 1  40 

Jardine's  (Sir  William)  Naturalist's 
Library.  Post  8vo.  Each  volume 
contains  250  to  350p,  and  from  32  to 
36  plates  engraved  on  steel  and  beau- 
tifully colored  from  nature  ,and  many 
wood  cuts.  Each  vol.  also  contains 
portraits  and  memoir  of  some  noted 
naturalist,    as    Wilson,    Linnfeus,    Buf- 


fon,  Cuvier.  et  al.     Binding  fair.  Edin- 
burgh, 1843. 

Monkeys     75 

Ruminating  Animals  (Deer,  Ante- 
lopes,  Camels,   Goat,    Sheep,   Cattle, 

etc.)    2    vols 1   20 

Thick-skined  Quadrui)eds,  (Elephants, 
Rhinoceroses,    Tapirs,    etc.)...       65 

Horses,  Asses,  Zebras,  etc 70 

Whales    65 

British    Quadrupeds     75 

Anii)hibious        Caruivora  (Walrus, 

Seals,   Herbiverous  Cetacea,  etc.) . . 

70 

Dogs.  2  vols 1  35 

Marsu|)ials  or  Pouched  Animals.       70 

British  Moths,  Sphinxes,  etc 55 

Exotic    Moths    5'5 

Honey  Bee   55 

Fishes  of  the  Perch  Genus 45 

Fishes — Structure;        and      Ii]<;ononiicaI 

uses,  etc 45 

British  Fishes,  2  vols 90 

King  Survey,  U.  S.  Geological  explor- 
ation to  the  40th  parallel: 

Vol.  I  King.  Systemic  Geology,  4to, 
804p,  27  col.  pi.  12  Geol.  maps  3  00 

Vol.  11,  Hogue  &  Emmons.  Descrij)tivo 
Geology.  4to,  890p,  26  lith.  pi..    I   50 

Contributions  to  North  American  Eth- 
nology : 

Vol.  III.  Powers,  Tribes  of  California. 
4to,  636p.  mp.  4pl.  90  fig 2  50 

Vol.  IV.  Morgan.  Houses  and  House- 
Life  of  American  Aborigines,  4to. 
295p,  27pl.  (some  col.)  56  figs..    1   60 

Vol.  V.  Rau,  Cup  shaped  and  other 
Lapidarinn  Sculptures  in  the  Old 
World  and  America;  Fletcher.  Pro- 
historic  Tre])hiniiig  and  Cranial  Am- 
ulets; Thomas,  Study  of  the  Manu- 
script-Troano.  4to,  396p,  53pl  (some 
col.)    110   ills 1  60 

U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  Annual  Re- 
ports of  1880-1896,  27.  4to,  vols., 
thousands  of  pages,  etc 13  50 

"Smith.sonian  Reports"  36  of  the  41 
vols,  from  1854  to  1895,  inclusive, 
selected  for  my  private  library  from 
hundreds   of    volumes 12  00 

"V.  S.  Fish  Commission  Reports.  1873 
to  1887,  (lacks  78)  12  large  doth 
vol.,  also  '93.  '94.  '95  In  paper,  lot 
15   vols 7  50 

Wood.  .Mammals  of  the  World,  Amer- 
icanized by  Holder;  this  is  the 
.Vlanimal  Volume  of  Wood's  "AmI- 
mate  Creation"  or  "Our  Living 
World,"  656p,  (10x13  in.)  10  full- 
page  oleographs  In  colors.  20  full- 
I)age  eng.  and  30O  ill-.,  elegantly 
bound   In   full   morocco 3  60 
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Wood,  Reptiles,  Fish,  Shells,  Insects 
and  Invertebrates  of  the  World, 
Americanized  by  Holder;  this  is  the 
Third  Volume  of  Wood's  "Animated 
Creation."  or  "Our  Living  World;" 
this  volume  relates  to  the  various 
departments  about  as  follows:  Rep- 
tiles and  Batrachians,  160p,  Fish 
llO'p,  Mollusks  84p,  Insects,  etc.  84p, 
other  Invertebrates  about  l&Op;  644p 
(10x13  in.)  10  full-page  oleographs 
in  colors,  20  full-page  eng.  and  300 
ills.,  elegantly  'bound  in  full  moroc- 
co     3  60 

Brehm's  Life  of  Animals.  The  Apes 
and  Monkeys;  Half-Monkeys  or 
Lemuroids;  and  Wing-handed  Ani- 
mals, complete,  4to,  86p,  78  V^  to  full 
page  ills,  unbound 70 

Lydekker.  ("Lloyd's")  Mammals, 
Mammals  of  Great  Britain,  Marsu- 
pials, Carnivora,  3  vol.,  300  p.  each, 
100   col.    pi 2  35 

Jordon  &  Gilbert,  Synopsis  of  the 
Fishes  of  North  America,  1018  p.  M. 
B.    16 1  95 

Dall,  Marine  Mollusks  of  the  S.  E. 
Coast  of  U.  S.,  22.2p.  74pl,  con.  700 
figs.   M.   B.   37 2  60 

Ashmead.  Monograph  of  N.  A.  Proc- 
tortrypidae,  472p,  18  pi,  M.  B.  45     65 

Riley,  Packard  &  Thomas,  3d  Report 
U.  S.  Entomological  Commission 
with  special  reference  to  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Locust,  Army  Worm,  Can- 
ker Worm,  Hessian  Fly  and  Scien- 
tific Results,  450p,  64  cl 35 

Scudder,  "Tertiary     Insects  of  North 

America,"  4to,   734p,   28pl 2  I'O 

Thomas,  Synopsis  of  the  Acridiae  of 
No.  America,  4to,  262p. 80 

Lankester,  et  al..  Zoological  Articles, 
contributed  to  the  Encyclopedia 
Brittannioa:  Protozoa,  3'8'p;  Spon- 
ges, ISp;  HydTOzoa,  20p;  Planar- 
ians,  6p;  Nemertines,  6p;  Rotifera, 
6p;  Mollusca,  74p;  Polyzoa,  4ip;  Ver- 
teibrata,  12p;  Tunicata,  lOp;  Total, 
204p,  hundreds  of  fig.;    4to 1  65 

Blanchan,  Nature's  Garden;  Wild 
Flowers.  A  beautiful  book  illustrat- 
ing in  color  and  giving  the  life  his- 
tories of  many  of  our  wild  flowers.  . 
2  75 

Howard,  The  Insect  Book.  A  popular 
work  on  bees,  wasps,  amts,  grass- 
hoppers and  others  of  North  Ameri- 
can insects.  Illustrated  with  1'6  col- 
ored plates  and  32  in  black  and 
white,  all  from  photographs  of  the 
insects   2  75 


Marshall,  Mushrooms.  An  invaluable 
book  for  an  who  are  interested  in 
these  growths,  either  as  an  article 
of  food  or  for  study.  41  color  plates 

and  40  black  and  white 2  75 

Cope,  "Vertebrata  of  Tertiary  Forma- 

tioii,"  4to,  I043p,  134pl 2  85 

Lesquereaux,   "Cretaceous     and     Ter- 
tiary Floras,"  4to,  295p,  60pl..   1  35 
Newberry,   Fossil   Fishes    and     Fossil 
Plants  of  Triassic  Rocks,  New  Jer- 
sey   and    the      Connecticut     Valley, 

190p,    26pl,    4to 1  65 

South  American  Butterflies. 
I  can  furnish  select  specimens  of 
the  rare  and  magnificent  Morpho  Men- 
elaus  from  U.  S.  of  Columbia  (gor- 
geous peacock  blue)  5V4,x7  in.,  pre- 
paid, for  only  $2.00.  Each  insect  is 
mounted  on  a  new  patent  tablet, 
which  not  only  protects  it  from  dust, 
breakage,  etc.,  but  puts  them  in  a 
shape  at  once  more  i)eautiful  and  in- 
finitely neater  than  is  possible  'by  the 
antiquated  method  of  impaling  them 
on  pins. 

Tiie  Butterflies  and  Moths  of  Canada 
With  descriptions  of  their  color, 
size,  habit,  and  the  food  and  metamor- 
phosis of  their  larvae.  Full  instruc- 
tions for  catching  and  preserving  with 
a  Synopsis  of  the  Butterflies  and 
Moths  of  Canada. 

By  Alex.  M.  Ross,  F.  R.  S.  Fully  il- 
lustrated. Post  8vo,  cloth  gilt. 
My  price,  prepaid,  only  60  cents. 
This  valuable  work  is  out  of  print 
and  has  been  regarded  as  rare  for 
some  time — copies  selling  at  $1.50  to 
$2.50  each,  when  obtainable.  A  small 
lot  of  new  copies  was  recently  "un- 
earthed" in  a  publisher's  cellar  and 
I  obtained  the  lot — valuable  to  col- 
lectors in  the  United   States. 

PENIKESE. 

A  reminiscent  sketch  of    Agassiz    fa- 
mous   Summer    School. 
A   96-page    book    of   much    interest   to 
students  of  Nature. 
Published  at  35c.    . 

My  price  prepaid,  only  8  Cents. 

A  Valuable  Collection  of  Fossil  Corals, 
A  specially  selected  collection  of 
Falls  of  the  Oihio  Fossils  suitable  for 
school  uses  or  an  unique  and  val- 
uable addition  to  any  public  or  pri- 
vate collection — put  up  for  and  always 
sold  at  $50.00.  One  hundred  (100) 
species  and  about  200  specimens  rang- 
ing in  value  from  10c.  to  50c.  each.    A 
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select  and  valuable  collection  large- 
ly composed  of  Fossil  Corals,  all  care- 
fully labeled  and  prepared,  and  well 
worth  $50.     My   price  only  $18.65  net. 

UNIOND/E. 

A  Valuable  Collection  of  Fresh  Water 
Mollusks. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-four  (134) 
species  (American)  450  specimens. 
All  fresh  live  s]jecimens.  Worth  at 
regular  prices  fully  $100.  Will  ship 
the  entire  collection  tor  only  $32.40 
net. 

Bendire's     Life      Histories     of      North 
American    Birds." 

Recognized  the  world  over  as  the 
most  valuable  addition  to  the  litera- 
ture bearing  on  American  Ornithol- 
ogy of  the  decade.  The  Government 
(its  publishers)  supply  has  long  been 
exhausted  and  during  the  past  two 
years  every  copy  we  could  secure  has 
had  two  or  three  purchasers  waiting 
who  have  paid  us  anywhere  from  $7.50 
to  $10.00  per  copy  and  considering 
themselves  fortunate  to  secure  them 
at  even  the  latter  figure. 

The  above  was  taken  from  my  ad- 
vertisement of  over  ten  years  ago,  at 
which  time  I  closed  out  all  obtainable: 
Vol.  I,  $9.00  and  Vol.  II,  $7.00.  I  have 
secured  a  few  copies  during  the  past 
five  years,  and  while  they  last  will 
sell  either  Vol.  I  or  II  at  $7.5.0  per 
copy  oi-  $14.00  for   both. 

OOLOGY    OF    NEW    ENGLAND 
By    E.   A.   Capen. 

A  full  and  complett'  de.scrip- 
tion  of  the  eggs.  nests,  and 
•breeding  habits  of  all  the  birds 
known  to  breed  in  .Vew  HJngland.  Com- 
plete in  one  quarto  volume,  with 
three  hundred  and  twenty-three  (323) 
full  sized  lithographic  illustrations, 
colored  true  to  nature. 

This  magnificent  volume  was  pub- 
lished in  18S5  at  $15.00  net  and  has 
long  been  out  of  print. 

Last  summer  among  the  effects  of 
the  l:it<'  K.  A.  Capen  a  few  copies  of 
this  magnificent  work  uncut,  untrim- 
med  and  unbound,  but  each  copy  as- 
sembled and  wrai^ped  rea<ly  for  the 
binder,  when  unearthed,  and  although 
"out  of  business"  I  secured  them.  If 
interested,  order  a  copy  before  it  is  too 
late.  Highly  endorsed  by  all  leading 
ornithologists. 


I  have  had  attractive  and  substan- 
tial cases  purposely  made  for  each 
copy,  which  in  turn  are  incased  in 
stronger  ones  for  shipping  purposes, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  unless  you 
wished  to  have  your  copy  elegantly 
boundto  conform  with  volumes  already 
in  your  library  that  you  preserve  this 
copy  in  the  case  that  I've  had  made 
for  that  purpose,  rather  than  depre- 
ciate its  value  by  having  it  bound  and 
ruinously  trimmed  in  cheap  covers. 

My  price,  all  express  charges  pre- 
paid, only  $5.50. 

I  have  one  or  two  copies  with  one 
or  two  plates  or  pages  soiled;  will  sell 
at  $3.50  per  copy,  prepaid. 

THE    BIRDS   OF    NORTH    AMERICA. 
By  Jacob  H.  Studer. 

The    Book,    which     is     an    imperial 
quarto,   and  'bound     in     half     Russia 
leather,  with  cloth  sides  and  gilt  top. 
has  always  been  sold  for  $40.00. 
My    Special    Price,    Only   $10.00. 

This  book  contains  119  beautifully 
colored  plates.  12x15  in.,  representing 
over  800  birds  drawn  and  colored  from 
life  by  Dr.  Theodore  .lasper.  The 
shades  of  color,  the  fall  of  the  plum- 
age, the  characteristic  attitude,  and 
the  botanical  surroundings  are  won- 
derfully exact.  The  text,  which  Dr. 
Elliott  Cones  pronounced  "perfectly 
reliable,"  covers  182  pages,  and  is 
based  on  field  observations  of  the  most 
eminent  ornithologists.  The  whole  is 
prefaced  by  a  systematic  table  and 
index  to  page,  iilate  and  figure,  ar- 
ranged according  to  the  classification 
which  was  prepared  by  PYank  M. 
Cliapinau,  and  adopted  by  the  Ameri- 
t;iii  Ornilliologists"  Union.  There  is 
IK)  Ornithology  now  in  print  to  com- 
pare with  this  magnificent  work.  Its 
merits  being  attested  to  by  the  most 
renowned  ornithologists  of  the  day. 

MEXICON  OPALS. 
i  formerly  liail  a  l;irge  stock  of 
these  beautiful  gems,  but  now  have 
only  a  few  left  as  follows:  I  hav- 
two  $10.00  specimens.  No.  1.  a  cherr.\ 
opal  full  of  fire,  about  45-100  in.  in 
diam.;  No.  2,  a  black.oi)al  about  70- 
100  in.  in  diam.,  both  beautiful  gems 
and  either  cheap  at  $10,  but  will  sell 
at  $H.0(»  each  or  the  i)alr  at  $15.00  pre 
paid.  I  have  also  a  few  small  opals 
worth  from  10  to  25  cts.  each,  weigh- 
ing from  0  to  12  opals  per  karat,  all 
of  the  milky  variety,  prepared  at  10 
cts.  each:   12  assorted  for  75  cts. 
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METEORITE. 

A  cut,  polished  and  etched,  77 
grammes  section  at)out  2%xl%  in., 
from  a  Toluca,  Mexico,  Meteorite, 
showing  Widmanstatten  markings, 
contains  rust  spots,  worth  $5 — my 
price  $3.40  prepaid. 

ALLIGATOR  TEETH. 

15  to  20  years  ago  alligators  were 
abundant.  The  swamps  and  streams 
of  Florida  were  fairly  alive  with 
them.  Their  teeth  were  used  by  the 
hundreds  of  pounds  for  jewelry  pur- 
poses, and  good  teeth  were  staple  as 
flour  or  sugar  at  $2  per  lb.  A  pound 
of  1/^  to  1  in.  teeth  numbers  over  1,000 
(about  1,200)  teeth  and  represents 
the  product  secured  from  15  or  16  al- 
ligators, ranging  from  5  to  12  feet 
long.  The  craze  for  the  jewelry  has 
waned  in  most  sections  and  I  have 
many  pounds  of  teeth  on  my  hands. 
To  close  them  out  I  will  sell  single 
pounds  at  only  25  cts.;  5  lbs.  for  $1.00 
or  10  lbs.  for  $1.50.  Just  think  of  it, 
over  10,000  teeth  which  represents 
the  entire  product  from  over  1'50 
large  alligators  for  only  $1,50.  20  cts. 
per  lb.  additional  if  ordered  by  mail 
prepaid.  A  package  of  100  sample 
teeth  prepaid  for  only  10  cents. 

PRECIOUS   CORAL. 

Corralliuni  rubrum,  from  Mediter- 
i-anean  Sea.  I  have  a  quantity  of  this 
Precious  Coral  in  polished  twigs, 
such  as  are  used  to  make  into  the 
Strings  or  "Beads'"  so  commonly  used 
for  neck  adornment.  I  used  to  whole- 
sale them  at  $8  per  lb.;  will  close  out 
what  1  have  left  at  12  cents  per  ounce 
or  $1.75  per  pound.  Samples  5  cents. 
Precious  Coral  prepaid  at  my  prices. 

Pacific  Railroad.  Reports  of  Ex- 
plorations and  Surveys  for  a  Railroad 
from  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean.  Thousands  of  fine  plates, 
some  colored.  4to.  The  title  fails  to 
give  the  value  of  this  great  work, 
which  is  an  elaborate  report  upon  the 
natural  and  physical  history  of  the 
vast  country  traversed  by  this  great 
raili'oad.  The  work  is  copiously  and 
elaborately  illustrated.  Cost  Govern- 
ment nearly  $200  to  publish  sets  of  13 
vols.  Can  furnish  odd  vols,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Vol.  I.  General  Report,  etc.,  of 
various  routes,  explored,  etc., 
etc.      800p $  1  00 


Vol.  II.  Reports  by  Beckwith, 
Lander,  Pope,  Parke,  Emory, 
etc.,  on  routes  near  38th,  39th 
41st,  32d,  etc.  parallels.  Geol- 
ogy by  Schiel  &  Blake.  Bot- 
any by  Torrey  &  Gray.  36 
plates,  600  p 1  25 

Vol.  III.  Report  of  Whipple  of 
Survey  near  35th  parallel 
from  Mississippi  River  to  the 
Pacific.  Itinerary,  136p.  Topo- 
graphy. 78p.,  Indian  Tribes. 
128p.  Geology,  168p.  In  all 
560p.,  40pl,  and  many  ills 2  00 

Vol.  IV.  Botany  of  the  expedi- 
tion by  Torrey,  Bigelow,  En- 
gleman,  Sullivant,  etc.  Also 
Zoology,  Astronomy,  Meteor- 
ology, etc.     500p.  36  plates...     1  50 

Vol.  V.  Explorations  in  Cali- 
fornia. Devoted  almost  whol- 
ly to  Geology  and  Botany.  65 
plates,    oOOp.    1  25 

Vol.  VII.  Explorations  from 
San  Fi-ancisco  to  Los  Angeles 
west  of  Coast  Range;  and  the 
Pimas  Villages  on  the  Gila  to 
Rio  Grande,  and  San  Diego 
to  Ft.  Yuma.  (Geology,  Bot- 
any, etc.)   50  pi.,  400p 1  50 

Vol.  VIII.  Baird,  Monograph  of 
North  American  Mammals. 
Mammals  of  entire  survey. 
4to,   805p,   44ipl.    2  00 

Vol.  IX.  Baird,  Cassin  and 
Lawrence.  The  Birds  of  No. 
America.  Ornithology  of  the 
entire   Survey.     1062p 2  50 

Vol.  XI.  Maps  of  Entire  Terri- 
tory explored,  giving  brief  ac- 
count of  each  exploring  ex- 
pedition since  1800,  with 
methods  adopted  in  compil- 
ing general  map.  116p., 
many  pi.,  20  large  folded 
maps    

Vol.  XII.  Book  1.  Explorations 
from  St.  Paul  to  Puget 
Sound.  General  Report  and 
Narrative.     400'P.  70pl 

Vol.  XII,  Book  2.  Explorations 
from  St.  Paul  to  Puget  S'nd. 
Natural  History: — Botany  6pl 
76p.  Zoology,  Insects,  Mam- 
mals, Birds,  by  Cooper  & 
Suckley,  150p.  text  and  9 
colored  plates;  Reptiles,  Mol- 
lusca  and  Crustacea,  50pl., 
500p 

FRANK  H.  LATTIN, 
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